[image: Ein Bild, das Text enthält.

Automatisch generierte Beschreibung]

[image: A green and white background with text

Description automatically generated]    Accra, Republic of Ghana, 19 February 2026   	                    			Page 1 / 2PRESS RELEASE							                                


   Directorate of Communication

MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR GENDER ISSUES IN ECOWAS MEMBER STATES FOR REFORMS PROMOTING POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP OF WOMEN AND YOUTH IN WEST AFRICA

Following the meeting of experts from ECOWAS Member States, the Ministers responsible for Gender and Social Affairs held a ministerial meeting on Thursday, February 19, 2026, in Accra, Ghana, as part of the Regional Consultation on Political Participation and Leadership of Women and Youth in West Africa. The objective of this ministerial meeting was to validate the report of the experts' meeting and define the advocacy strategy for the ECOWAS Political Declaration on Gender Parity to be submitted for adoption to the Conference of Heads of State and Government in June 2026. 
The official opening ceremony of this ministerial meeting was marked by speeches from Prof Fatou SOW SARR, ECOWAS Commissioner for Human Development and Social Affairs, H.E. Chantal FANNY, Senator and President of the ECOWAS Female Parliamentarians Association (ECOFEPA), H.E. Ms. Damtien TCHINTCHIBIDJA, Vice-President of the ECOWAS Commission, H.E. Ms. Agnes Naa Momo LARTEY, Minister of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare of the Republic of Ghana, and H.E. Ms. Isata MAHOI, Minister of Gender and Children of the Republic of Sierra Leone.
In her opening speech, Professor Fatou SOW SARR stated that this ministerial meeting marks the beginning of strong joint action. This will set the tone for reshaping the political landscape of the region with a view to greater inclusion of women and young people over the next ten years. The President of ECOFEPA, Chantal FANNY, followed by emphasising that the political participation and leadership of women and young people are now a strategic imperative for the stability and sustainable development of our region.
The Vice-President, Damtien L. TCHINTCHIBIDJA, highlighted in her speech the demographic weight of women, who represent more than half of the population in West Africa. This situation requires us to imagine and deliberately build a region where women have free access to elected and decision-making positions and participate meaningfully in public policy-making, a region where equal opportunities are not just a slogan but a living reality.
Opening the ministerial meeting, the Minister for Gender, Children and Social Protection of the Republic of Ghana emphasised that this ministerial dialogue is both commendable and timely for the region. Ghana therefore remains committed to working closely with ECOWAS. "Ghana remains committed to learning from other Member States, sharing its experience and actively contributing to regional frameworks that promote inclusive leadership, peace and democratic resilience," said H.E. Ms Agnes Naa Momo LARTEY.
After the bureau for the meeting was established and the agenda for this ministerial meeting was adopted, the address by H.E. Ms Isata MAHOI, Minister of Gender and Children of the Republic of Sierra Leone and Chair of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers in charge of Gender, reiterated the need for a collective commitment to inclusive governance because the voices of women and young people are essential to the future of democracy in West Africa. It provides a platform for dismantling barriers to political participation and charting a new course in which women and young people are not only participants, but central actors in decision-making and leadership.
The Legacy Project is a structuring project that aims to consolidate the Community's achievements over the past 50 years in terms of democratic governance, while laying the foundations for a regional framework that promotes equal opportunities for women and men in the political sphere.
 
-------------END-----------------
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About ECOWAS

English translation
It was on 28 May 1975 that the Heads of State and Government of fifteen West African countries created the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) by signing the ECOWAS Treaty in Lagos, Nigeria.

The Lagos Treaty was signed by the fifteen Heads of State and Government of Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal and Togo, with the stated mission of promoting economic integration in the region. The President of Senegal was represented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Cabo Verde joined the Community in 1977. The only Arabic-speaking member, Mauritania, withdrew in December 2000 and recently signed a new association agreement in August 2017. On 29 January 2025, Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger officially withdrew from ECOWAS.

The current ECOWAS Member States are Benin, Cabo Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal and Togo.

Considered one of the pillars of the African Economic Community, ECOWAS was established to promote the ideal of collective self-sufficiency among its Member States. As a trading bloc, it also seeks to create a large single market through economic cooperation.

The integrated economic activities envisaged within the region, whose combined GDP amounts to approximately US$734.8 billion, cover, among others, industry, transport, telecommunications, energy, agriculture, natural resources, trade, monetary and financial matters, as well as social and cultural issues.

In 2007, the ECOWAS Secretariat was transformed into a Commission. The Commission is headed by a President, assisted by a Vice-President, five Commissioners and the Auditor-General of ECOWAS Institutions, comprising experienced officials who provide leadership for this new orientation.

The ECOWAS budget is essentially financed through revenue collected via the Community Levy, introduced to fund its activities. The rate of the Community Levy is set at 0.5% of the CIF value of goods imported from non-ECOWAS countries.

As part of this renewal process, ECOWAS is implementing critical and strategic programmes aimed at deepening cohesion and progressively removing the obstacles identified to full integration. In this way, the approximately 300 million citizens of the Community will ultimately take ownership of the new vision of moving from an “ECOWAS of States” to an “ECOWAS of Peoples: Peace and Prosperity for All” by 2050.
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