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PREAMBLE

WE,THEHEADSOFSTATEANDGOVERNMENTOFTHEMEMBER STATESOF
THEECONOMICCOMMUNITYOFWESTAFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS);

MINDFUL OF the ECOWAS Revised Treaty signed in Cotonou on 23rdJuly, 1993
notably its Article 58;

MINDFUL OFthe relevant provisions of the Charter of the Organisation of African
Unity (OAU);

MINDFUL OFtheUnitedNations Charter, withparticular reference to itsChapters VI,
VnandVm;

MINDFUL OF the provisions ofProtocolsA/Pl/5/79, A/SP2/7/85, A/SP1/7/86, A/SPl/6/
88, A/SP2/5/90 relating to the free movement of persons, the right of residence and
establishment;

RECALLING theProtocol onNon-Aggression signed inLagos on22nd April, 1978 and
the Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Defence signed in Freetown on 29th May, 1981,
notably our resolve to give mutual aid and assistance for defence against any armed
threator aggression on a Member State;

CONSIDERING the Framework Agreement of the Protocol on Non-Aggression and
Assistance in Defence (ANAD) signed inAbidjan on 9thJune, 1977;

CONSIDERING ALSO the Protocol on the enforcement of the above-mentioned
FrameworkAgreement signed in Dakaron 14th December, 1981, as well as the subsequent
Protocols;

REAFFIRMING ourcommitment to theECOWAS Declaration of Political Principles
adopted in Abuja on 6July 1991, on freedom, people's rights and democratisation;

RECALLING the relevant provisions of the ECOWAS Conventions on Mutual
Assistance in Criminal Matters andonExtradition, signedin Dakaron 29thJuly, 1992
andinAbuja on 6thAugust, 1994, respectively;

RECALLING ALSO theCairoDeclaration of29thJune, 1993 on theestablishment of a
Mechanism forConflict Prevention, Management andResolution inAfrica adopted by
the 29th Session of the OAU Conference of Heads of State and Government;

CONCERNED about the proliferation ofconflicts which constitute athreat tothe peace
and security in the African continent, and undermines our efforts to improve the living
standards of our peoples;
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CONVINCEDOFtheneedtodevelopeffectivepoliciesthatwillalleviatethesuffering
ofthecivilpopulation,especiallywomenandchildren,and,restorelifetonormalcy
afterconflictsornaturaldisasters,anddesirousofmakingfurthereffortsinthe
humanitariansphere;

CONSCIOUSOFTHEFACTthatgoodgovernance,theruleoflawandsustainable
developmentareessentialforpeaceandconflictprevention;

RECALLINGtheDeclarationofthemoratoriumontheImportation,Exportationand
ManufactureofLightWeapons,adoptedbythe21stSessionoftheAuthorityofHeads
ofStateandGovernmentofECOWAS,heldinAbujaon30thand31stOctober,1998;

RECALLINGalsotheconclusionsofthemeetingofECOWASMinistersofForeign
AffairsontheeffectiveimplementationofPCASED,heldinBamakoon24thMarch
1999;

CONVINCEDthatcross-bordercrimes,theproliferationofsmallarmsandallillicit
traffickingcontributetothedevelopmentofinsecurityandinstabilityandjeopardise
theeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthesub-region;

AWAREthatthesephenomenaconstituteserioussocialandeconomicproblemswhich
canonlyberesolvedwithintheframeworkofincreasedandwell-coordinatedmultilateral
cooperation;

RECOGNISINGtheneedtomaketherelevanttreatiesandprotocolsmoreadequate,
effectiveandpragmatic;

DESIRINGtoconsolidateourachievementsintheresolutionofconflictsthroughthe
ECOWASCease-fireMonitoringGroup(ECOMOG).

RECALLINGourDecisionA/DEC.11/10/98adoptedinAbujaon31stOctober,1998,
relatingtotheECOWASMechanismforConflictPrevention,Management,Resolution!
Peace-keepingandSecurity;

DESIROUStoestablishanoperationalstructurefortheimplementationofthesaid
Decision;

HEREBYAGREEONTHEFOLLOWING:

DEFINITIONS

7orthepurposesofthisProtocol;

'Treaty"meanstherevisedTreatyoftheEconomicCommunityofWestAfricanStates
ECOWAS)signedinCotonouon24thJuly,1993;

'Community"meanstheEconomicCommunityofWestAfricanStatesreferredto
inderArticle2oftheTreaty;



"Authority" means the Authority ofHeads ofState and Government ofthe Economic
Community ofWest African States established by Article 7 of the Treaty;

"Mediation and Security Council" means the Mediation and Security Council as
definedbyArticle 8 of this Protocol;

"Defence and Security Commission" means the Defence and Security Commission as
defined in Article 18 of this Protocol;

"Executive Secretary" means the ECOWAS Executive Secretary appointed in
accordance with Article 18 of the Treaty;

"CouncilofElders" means the Council ofElders as defined in Article 20 ofthis Protocol;

"Meeting ofAmbassadors" means the meeting ofAmbassadors as defined by Article
14 of this Protocol;

"SpecialRepresentative" means the Special Representative as defined by Article 32 of
this Protocol;

"Deputy Executive Secretary" means the Deputy Executive Secretary in charge of
Political Affairs, Defence and Security asreferred toinArticle 16 ofthis Protocol;

"Institution" means any ofthe structures provided for under Article 4ofthis Protocol;

"Organ" means any ofthe structures provided for under Article 17 ofthis Protocol;

"Observation and Monitoring Centre" means the Regional Peace and Security
Monitoring Centre as provided for under Article 58 ofthe Treaty and referred to in
Article 23 of this Protocol;

"ECOMOG" means theECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group which constitutes the
Community's intervention force as defined inArticle 21 ofthis Protocol;

"Force Commander" means theForce Commander appointed in accordance with the
provisions ofArticle 33of this Protocol;

"Trans-border crime" refers to all crimes organised or perpetrated by individuals,
organisations or networks of local and/or foreign criminals operating beyond the
national boundaries ofaMember State, oracting incomplicity with associates based in
one orseveral States adjoining the country where the crimes are actually committed or
having any connection with any Member State;
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"Member State in crisis" refers both toaMember State experiencing an armed conflict
as well as a Member State facing serious and persisting problems or situations of
extreme tension which, if left unchecked, could lead to serious humanitarian disaster or
threaten peace and security in the sub-region orin any Member State affected by the
overthrow orattempted overthrow ofa democratically elected government.

CHAPTERI

ESTABUSHMENT,PRINOTLESANDOBJEOTV^

Article 1: Establishment

There is hereby established within the Economic Community ofWest African States
(ECOWAS), amechanism forcollective security and peace tobeknown as"Mechanism
for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peace-keeping and Security".

Article 2: Principles

Member States reaffirm their commitment tothe principles contained inthe Charters of
the United Nations Organisation (UNO) and the Organisation ofAfrican Unity (OAU)
and to the Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights, aswell astotheAfrican Charter on
Human and People's Rights, particularly the following fundamental principles:

(a) that economic and social development and the security ofpeoples and States
are inextricably linked;

(b) promotion and reinforcement of the free movement ofpersons, the right of
residence and establishment which contribute to the reinforcement of good
neighbourliness;

(c) promotion and consolidation ofa democratic government aswell asdemocratic
institutions in each Member State;

(d) protection of fundamental human rights and freedoms and the rules of
international humanitarian laws;

(e) equality of sovereign States;

(f) territorial integrity and political independence ofMember States;

Article 3: Objectives of the Mechanism

The objectives of the Mechanism shall be as follows:



(a) prevent, manage and resolve internal and inter-State conflicts under the
conditions provided in Paragraph 46ofthe Framework ofthe Mechanism ratified
asperDecision A/DEC.11/10/98 of31st October, 1998;

(b) implement the relevant provisions ofArticle 58ofthe Revised Treaty;

(c) implement the relevant provisions ofthe Protocols on Non-Aggression, Mutual
Assistance in Defence, FreeMovement of Persons, the Rightof Residence and
Establishment;

(d) strengthen cooperation inthe areas ofconflict prevention, early-warning, peace
keeping operations, the control ofcross-border crime, international terrorism
and proliferation ofsmall arms and anti-personnel mines;

(e) maintain and consolidate peace, security and stability within the Community;

(f) establish institutions and formulate policies that would allow for the organisation
and coordination of humanitarian relief missions;

(g) promote close cooperation between Member States in the areas ofpreventive
diplomacy and peace-keeping;

(h) constitute and deploy a civilian and military force tomaintain orrestore peace
within the sub-region, whenever the needarises;

(i) set up an appropriate framework for the rational and equitable management of
natural resources shared byneighbouring Member States which may be causes
of frequent inter-State conflicts;

(j) protect the environment and take steps to restore the degraded environment to
its natural state;

(k) safeguard thecultural heritage of Member States;;

(1) formulate and implement policies on anti-corruption, money-laundering and
illegal circulation ofsmallarms.

CHAPTERn
INSTITUTIONS OFTHEMECHANISM

Article 4: Institutions

The institutions of the Mechanism shall be:
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(a) . The Authority;

(b) The Mediation and Security Council;

(c) The Executive Secretariat;

(d) Any otherinstitution as may be established by theAuthority.

Article5: Composition andMeetings oftheAuthority

1. TheAuthorityis composedofHeadsofStateandGovernment ofMemberStates
as stipulated in Paragraph 1,Article 7 of theRevised Treaty.

2 TheAuthority shall meet as often as necessary.

Article 6: Functions

1. The Authority shall be the Mechanism's highest decision-making body.

2. It shall have powers to act on all matters concerning conflict prevention,
management and resolution, peace-keeping, security, humanitarian support,
peace-building, control ofcross-bordercrime, proliferation ofsmall arms, aswell
as all other matters coveredby the provisions of this Mechanism.

Article7: Delegation ofPowers

Without prejudice toitswide-ranging powers as provided under Article 9ofthe Treaty
and in Article 6 above, the Authority hereby mandates the Mediation and Security
Council to take, on its behalf, appropriate decisions for the implementation of the
provisions of this Mechanism.

Article8: Composition oftheMediation andSecurity Council

1. TheMediation andSecurity Council shall comprise nine(9)Member States of
which seven (7) shall beelected by theAuthority. Theothertwo (2)members
shall bethe current chairman and the immediate past chairman ofthe Authority,
each ofwhom shall have anautomatic right tomembership oftheMediation and
Security Council.

2. Theelected Members oftheMediation and Security Council shall serve fortwo
(2) years renewable.

Article 9: Quorum and Decisions

1. The meeting ofthe Mediation and Security Council shall beproperly constituted
when at least two-thirds of its Members are present.
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2. Decisions of the Mediation and SecurityCouncil shall be taken by a two-thirds
majority vote of Members present.

Article 10: Functions

1. TheMediation andSecurity Council shalltakedecisions on issuesof peaceand
security in thesub-region onbehalfoftheAuthority. It shall alsoimplement all
the provisions of this Protocol.

2 Pursuant to the provisions ofArticle 7 of thisProtocol andParagraph 1 above,
the Mediation and Security Council shall:

(a) decide on all matters relating to peace and security;

(b) decideand implement all policies for conflictprevention, management
: and resolution, peace-keeping and security;

(c) authorise all forms of intervention and decide particularly on the
deployment of political andmilitary missions;

(d) approve mandates andterms of reference for suchmissions;

(e) review the mandates and terms ofreference periodically, ohthe basis of
... evolving situations;

(f) on therecommendation of theExecutive Secretary, appoint theSpecial
Representative oftheExecutive Secretary and theForce Commander.

Article 11: Meetings of the Mediationand Security Council

1. Deliberationsof the Mediationand Security Council shall be held at three (3)
levels: Heads of State and Government, Ministerial and Ambassadorial levels.

2 Allmeetings of theMediation and Security Council shall be presided overby
the Member State elected as the current Chairman of the Authority.

Article 12: Meeting at the Level of Headsof State and Government

1. The Heads of State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council shall
meetat leasttwice a yearin ordinary sessions. Extraordinary Sessions maybe
convened by theChairman when the need arises or at therequest of a simple
majorityof the Membersof theCouncil.

~10
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2 The Heads ofState and Government ofthe Mediation and Security Council shall
take final decisions on all issues under their authority and competence, including
field missionsand approvethe termsof reference, for such missions.

Article 13: Meeting at the Ministerial Level

1. The Ministers ofForeign Affairs, Defence, Internal Affairs and Security ofthe
Mediation Security Council shall meet at least once every three (3) months to
review the general political and security situation inthe sub-region. They may
also meet when the need arises.

2 The recommendations emanating from the Ministerial meetings shall besubmitted
to the member Heads ofState and Government of the Mediation and Security
Council.

Article 14: Meeting at the Ambassadorial Level

1. ECOWAS Member States shall accredit Ambassadors as permanent
representatives to the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat. These Ambassadors
may also bethose accredited tothe Federal Republic ofNigeria.

2 The Ambassadors of Member States of the Mediation and Security Council
shall meet once a month to review issues relating to sub-regional peace and
security. They may also meet when the need arises.

3. All reports and recommendations of meetings of the Ambassadors shall be
forwarded bytheExecutive Secretary toallMemberStates oftheMediation and
Security Council and tothe Member States concerned. The Reports shall also
be submitted for consideration by the meeting of Ministers of the Mediation
and Security Council.

Article 15:Role andFunctions oftheExecutive Secretary

1. The Executive Secretary shall have the power to initiate actions for conflict
prevention, management, resolution, peace-keeping and security in the sub-
region. Such actions may include fact-finding, mediation, facilitation, negotiation
and reconciliation of parties in conflict.

2 The role ofthe Executive Secretary shall include the following:

(a) recommend the appointment ofthe Special Representative and the Force
Commander forapproval bytheMediation and Security Council;

(b) appoint members of the Councilof Elders;

11



(c) have responsibility forpolitical, administrative andoperational activities
and providelogisticsupportfor the mission;

(d) prepare periodic reports onactivities oftheMechanism fortheMediation
and Security Council and Member States;

(e) deploy fact-finding and mediation missions, on the basis of his/her
assessment of the existing situation;

(f) convene, inconsultation with theChairman oftheAuthority, allmeetings
of the Mediation and Security Council, the Council of Elders, and the
Defence and Security Commission;

(g) Implement alldecisions oftheMediation and Security Council.

3. The ECOWAS Secretariatshall service the Mediation and Security Council and
. the Defence and Security Commission.

4. Inimplementing the provisions ofthis Mechanism, the Executive Secretary shall
be assisted by the Deputy Executive Secretary in charge of Political Affairs,
Defence and Security.

Article 16: The Deputy Executive Secretary

1. Under the directionof the ExecutiveSecretary, the Deputy Executive Secretary
incharge ofPolitical Affairs, Defence and Security shall initiate and undertake
allactivities relating totheimplementation of theMechanism.

2 The office oftheDeputy Executive Secretary forPolitical Affairs, Defence and
Security, shall be headed by a statutory officer appointed in accordance with
Paragraph 4 (a), Article 18 of the Treaty. Heshall have under his supervision
appropriate departments, divisions and sections, asmay benecessary, including:

(a) theDepartment ofPoliticalAffairs;

(b) theDepartment ofHumanitarianAffairs;

(c) the Departmentof Defenceand Security;

(d) the Observation and Monitoring Centre; and

(e) such otherdepartments asmay beestablished bytheCouncil ofMinisters
on the recommendation of the Mediation and Security Council.

12
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CHAPTERIII

SUPPORTINGORGANSOFTHEINSTnimONSOFTHEMEaiANISM

Incarrying out their missions, the Institutions stipulated in Article 4 shall be assisted
by the organsenumerated in Article 17of this Protocol.

Article 17: Organs

The following organs are hereby established to assist the Mediation and Security
Council.

(a) TheDefence and Security Commission;

(b) The Council of Elders;

(c) ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG).

Article 18:Compositionofthe Defence and Security Commission

1. The following representatives from Member States shall constitute the Defence
and Security Commission:

(a) Chiefs ofDefence Stafforequivalent;

(b) Officers responsible for Internal Affairs and Security ;

(c) Experts ofthe Ministry ofForeign Affairs;

(d) Depending on the agenda, Heads of any of the following services may
be invited:

0) Immigration;
(ii) Customs;
(iii) Drug/Narcotic Agencies;
(iv) Border Guards; and
(v) Civil Protection Force.

Lrticle 19: Functions

The Defence and Security Commission shall examine all technical and
administrative issues and assess logistic requirements for peace-keeping
operations. It shall assist the Mediation and Security Council in:

(a) formulating the mandate ofthe Peace-keeping Force;

13



(b) defining theterms ofreference fortheForce;

(c) appointing theForce Commander;

(d) determining thecomposition of theContingents.

2 The Defence and Security Commission shall meet once every quarter and when
necessary. The Commission shall examine reports from the Observation and
Monitoring Centres and make recommendations to the Mediation and Security
Council.

Article20:Composition and Mandate oftheCouncil ofElders

1. The Executive Secretary shall compile annually, a list ofeminent personalities
who, on behalf ofECOWAS, can use their good offices and experience toplay
the role ofmediators, conciliators and facilitators. The list shall comprise eminent
persons from various segments ofsociety, including women, political, traditional
and religious leaders. The list shall be approved by the Mediation and Security
Councilat the levelof the Headsof Stateand Government.

2 These Personalities shall be requested by the Executive Secretary or the
Mediation and Security Council, whenever the need arises, to deal with agiven
conflict situation.

3. Whenever the circumstances-require, the Executive Secretary shall assemble
eminent personalities from the approved listwho shall now constitute the Council
ofElders.

4. The composition and mandate of the Council of Elders shall be defined by the
Executive Secretary on the basis ofthe missions tobecarried out.

5. Members ofthe Council ofElders selected to deal with a given situation shall
reportto theExecutive Secretary.

6. The Executive Secretary shall report to the Mediation and Security Council on
the initiatives taken inconformity with the provisions ofParagraphs 2 and 3of
this Article

7. Members ofthe Council ofElders shall be neutral, impartial and objective in
carrying out theirmission.

Article21: Composition ofECOMOG

The ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) is a structure composed of
several Stand-by multi-purpose modules (civilian and military) in their countries of
origin and ready forimmediate deployment.

14
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Article 22: Role ofECOMOG

ECOMOG ischarged, among others, with the following missions:

(a) Observation and Monitoring;

(b) Peace-keeping and restoration of peace;

(c) Humanitarian intervention insupport ofhumanitarian disaster;

(d) Enforcement ofsanctions, including embargo;

(e) Preventive deployment;

(f) Peace-building, disarmament and demobilisation;

(g) Policing activities, including the control offraud and organised crime;

(h) Any other operations as may be mandated by the Mediation and Security
Council.

CHAPTERIV

SUB-REGIONALPEACEANDSECXJRrrYOBSERVATIONSYSTEM
(EARLYWARNING)

Asub-regional peace and security observation system known as the Early Warning
System or "The System" is hereby established for the purposes ofconflict prevention
and in accordance with Article 58 ofthe Revised Treaty. The System shall consist of:

(a) An Observation and Monitoring Centre located at the Secretariat;

(b) Observation and Monitoring Zones within the sub-region.

Article23:Observation andMonitoring Centre

1. The Observation and Monitoring Centre shall be responsible for data collection
andanalyses andpreparation of reports fortheuseof theExecutive Secretariat.

2 The Centre shall collaborate with the United Nations Organisation, the
Organisation ofAfrican Unity, research centres and all other relevant international
regional and sub-regional organisations.

Article24:Observation andMonitoring Zones

1. Member States shall be divided into zones on the basis ofproximity, ease of

15



communication and efficiency. Each zone shall be identified by a number and
each shall have a zonal headquarters. The following four (4) Observation and
Monitoring Zones are herebycreated:

ZONEN0 COUNTRIES

Cape Verde
The Gambia

Guinea-Bissau

Mauritania

Senegal

Burkina Faso

Cote dTvoire

Mali

Niger

Ghana

Guinea

Liberia

Sierra Leone

Benin

Nigeria
Togo.

ZONALCAPITAL

Banjul

- Ouagadougou

Monrovia

- Cotonou

The zoning provided for inParagraph 1above may be altered, ifnecessary, by
theAuthority of Headsof StateandGovernment.

Each zonal headquarters shall beprovided with an office and placed under the
authority ofthe Executive Secretary, through the office ofthe Deputy Executive
Secretary.

Member States hereby undertake toguarantee thefreedom ofoperations of the
zonal headquarters inaccordance with the privileges, immunities and security to
property, assets and staff ofthe bureaux as provided by the ECOWAS General
Convention onPrivileges andImmunities andtheHeadquarters Agreement.

TheZonal Bureau shall maintain working relations with the hostcountry and
local and international institutions.

The ZonalBureaux shall, on a stateby stateandday-to-day basis, collectdata
on indicators that impact on the peace and security of the zone and the sub-
region.

16
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7. The Zonal Headquarters shall process the data collected and prepare a report
which they shall send tothe Observation and Monitoring Centre. Accordingly,
each of the Zonal Headquarters shall be directly linked by appropriate
communication means to theObservation andMonitoring Centre.

CHAPTERV

APPUCATIONOFTHEMECHANISM

Article 25: Conditions forApplication

TheMechanism shall beapplied inany of thefollowing circumstances:

(a) In cases of aggression orconflict inanyMember State or threat thereof;

(b) In case of conflict between twoor several Member States;

(c) In case of internal conflict:
(i) that threatensto triggera humanitarian disaster, or
(ii) that poses aserious threat topeace and security inthe sub-region;

(d) Inevent ofserious and massive violation ofhuman rights and the rule of
law.

(e) Inthe event ofan overthrow orattempted overthrow ofademocratically
elected government;

(f) Any other situation as may be decided by the Mediation and Security
Council.

Article 26: Authority to Initiate

The Mechanism shall beput into effect by any ofthe following:

(a) Upon the decision of the Authority;

(b) Upon thedecision of theMediation andSecurity Council;

(c) At the request of a Member State;

(d) Ontheinitiative oftheExecutive Secretary;

(e) At request of theOrganisation ofAfrican Unity or theUnited Nations.

17



Article 271 Procedure

TheMechanism shall be applied according toany of thefollowing procedures:

(a) The Executive Secretary shall inform Member States oftheMediation and
Security Council and, inconsultation with theChairman, take allnecessary
and urgent measures;

(b) The Mediation and Security Council shall consider several options and
decide on the most appropriate course of action to take in terms of
intervention. Such options may include recourse to theCouncil of Elders,
the dispatch of fact-finding missions, political and mediation missions or
interventionby ECOMOG;

(c) The Mediation and Security Council shall issue a mandate authorising the
Executive Secretary to setupa mission anddefine its termsof reference;

(d) Where necessary, the Mediation and Security Council shall appoint the
principal officers, such as the Special Representative of the Executive
Secretary andtheECOMOG Force Commander.

(e) The Chairman ofthe Mediation and Security Council shall submit a report
onthesituation totheOrganisation ofAfrican Unity andtheUnited Nations;

(f) The Executive Secretariat shall mobilise all the resources required for the
operations.

CHAPTERVI
CONFLICrMANAGEMENT

Article 28: CompositeStand-byUnits

1. Member States hereby agree to make available to ECOMOG units adequate
resources for the army, airforce, navy, gendarmerie, police and allother military,
paramilitary orcivil formations necessary for the accomplishmentofthe mission.

2 Each Member State shall provide ECOMOG with a unitthesizeofwhich shall be
determined after consultation with each Member State.

3. The strengths ofthese units shall bereviewed according tothe situation onthe
ground.

Article 29: Mandates ofthe Forceand Missions ofDeployed Units

Whenever theforce isdeployed, the strength, mandates and missions oftheunits shall
vary according to the evolving situation on the ground.

18
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Article30: Training and Preparation ofthe Composite Stand-by Units

1. TheExecutive Secretary, through thedepartments concerned and, inconsultation
with Member States, shall contribute to the in training ofcivilian and military
personnel that shall bepart ofthe stand-by units invarious fields, particularly in
international humanitarian law and human rights.

2 In this regard, he shall:

(a) support the development ofcommon training programmes and instruction
manuals for national schools and training centres;.

(b) organise training and proficiency courses for personnel of the units in
the regional centres in Cote d'lvoire and Ghana;

(c) work towards the integration of these centres into sub-regional centres
for the implementation of this Mechanism.

(d) take the necessary measures for the organisation of periodic staff and
commanders' exercisesandjoint operations.

Article 31: Observation Missions

1. Unarmed civilian and military personnel provided by Member States may be
deployed alone or in conjunction with armed personnel. They shall, inter alia,
supervise and monitor cease-fires, disarmament, de-mobilisation, elections,
respect for human rights, humanitarian activities and investigate any complaints
or claims brought to their notice. They shall undertake such other activities
under the terms of reference as determined by the Mediation and Security
Council.

2 The Observer Missions shall report on their activities and findings to the
Executive Secretary.

Article32:AppointmentandFunctions oftheSpecial Representative

1. On therecommendation oftheExecutive Secretary theMediation and Security
Council shall appoint a Special Representative for eachOperation undertaken
by ECOMOG.

2 Theprincipal roleandfunctions of theSpecial Representative shallinclude the
following:

(a) Serve as theChiefof theMission andshall beresponsible forthepolitical
orientation of the mission;

19
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(b) Direct peace-keeping activities and initiate political and diplomatic
negotiations with theparties, neighbouring States andotherGovernments
involved in conflict resolution;

(c) Brief troop-contributing States and other States on the situation and
operations of themission as andwhen required;

(d) Coordinate activities ofthesub-regional andinternational organisations,
including NGOs involved in humanitarian relief and peace-building
activities in the mission area. Where necessary, he shall be assisted by a
Deputyresponsible for humanitarian affairs;

(e) Maintain constant contact with and submit regular reports totheExecutive
Secretary.

Article33:AppointmentandFunctions oftheECOMOG Force Commander

1. On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary an ECOMOG Force
Commander shallbe appointed by the Mediation and Security Counciland in
consultation with the Defence and Security Commission for each operation.

2 The role and functions of the ECOMOG Force Commander shall include the
following:

(a) He shall be responsible for theefficiency of operational, administrative
and logisticplansof the mission;

(b) He shall issueinstructions to contingent commanders for all operational
activities.

(c) He shall ensure the security of personnel and material of humanitarian
organisations in the missionarea.

(d)" The ECOMOG Force Commander is accountable to the Executive
Secretary, through the Special Representative.

Article 34: The Chain ofCommand

1. TheSpecial Representative shall report directly to theExecutive Secretary.

2 TheForceCommander shallreporttotheExecutive Secretary through hisSpecial
Representative.

3. AllContingent Commanders shallreportdirectly to theForceCommander.

4. All CivilUnitsshallreportdirectly to theSpecialRepresentative.

20
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Article 35: Role ofMember States

In addition to their responsibilities as stipulated by the Treaty and this Protocol:

(a) Each Member State shall immediately, upon request, release Stand-by
Units with thenecessary equipment andmaterial;

(b) Member States hereby undertake to fully cooperate with ECOWAS in
carrying out the mandates of this Protocol, including all forms of
assistance and support required for the Mechanism, especially as regards
the free movementof ECOMOGwithintheir territories.

CHAPTERVH

FINANONGOFTHEMECHANISM

Article 36: Funding

1. The Executive Secretariat shall make provision in its annual budget, for funds to
finance activities of the Mechanism. As soon as the Protocol governing
conditions for application ofthe Community Levy enters into force, apercentage
of the said Levy shall be earmarkedfor these activities.

2 Special requests for funds shall be made to the United Nations and other
international agencies.

3. Funds for operations may also be raised from the OAU, voluntary contributions
and grants from bilateral and multilateralsources.

Article 37: Pre-Financing

1. The States contributing contingents may be invited to bear the cost ofoperations
during the first three (3) months.

2 ECOWAS shall refund the expenditure incurred by the States within amaximum
period ofsix (6) months and then proceed to finance the operations.

Article38: Logistical Support

The organisation oflogistics, including troop transport, shall be determined by the
Executive Secretariat in consultation with the host country and the States contributing
troops.
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Article39: Remuneration and Service Conditions

The remuneration and conditions ofservice ofthe personnel shall bedetermined bythe
Council ofMinisters on the recommendation ofthe Mediation and Security Council.

CHAPTERVin
HUMANnARIANASSKTANCE

ECOWAS shall take active part incoordinating and conducting humanitarian assistance.

Article40: Responsibilities of ECOWAS

1. ECOWAS shall intervene toalleviate thesuffering ofthepopulations and restore
lifetonormalcy intheevent ofcrises, conflict anddisaster.

2 In this regard, ECOWAS shall develop own capacity to efficiently undertake
humanitarian actions forthepurposes ofconflict prevention and management.

3. Where the environment of a Member State is gravely devastated, appropriate
steps shall be taken to rehabilitate it

4. ECOWAS shall recognise, encourage and support the role of women in its
initiatives for conflict prevention, management, resolution, peace-keeping and
security.

Article41: Cooperation withOtherOrganisations

1. ECOWAS shall cooperate with the following institutions and organisations:

(a) national, regional NGOs and religious organisations;

(b) Organisation ofAfrican Unity, the United Nations and its agencies;

(c) other international organisations intervening inthe humanitarian sector.

2 The ECOMOG unit shall be adequately equipped to undertake humanitarian
activities intheir mission area under thecontrol oftheSpecial Representative of
the Executive Secretary.

3. ECOMOG shall provide assistance to all national, regional and international
agencies, particularly on security issues.

4. When necessary, ECOMOG shall coordinate the activities of humanitarian
agencies in the field.
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CHAPTERK

PEACE-BUILDING

The Community hereby adopts agraduated strategy for building peace which shall be
implemented as a continuum.

Article42: ECOWAS Institutional Capacity for Peace-Building

1. To stem social and political upheavals, ECOWAS shall be involved in the
preparation, organisation and supervision of elections in Member States.
ECOWAS shall also monitor and actively support the developmentofdemocratic
institutions of Member States.

2 ECOWAS shall endeavour to assist Member States emerging from conflicts to
increase their capacity fornational, social, economic and cultural reconstruction.

3. In this regard, all ECOWAS financial institutions shall develop policies to
facilitate funding for reintegration and reconstruction programmes.

Article 43: Peace-Building During Hostilities

In zones of relative peace, priority shall be accorded to implementation of policies
designed to reduce degradation ofsocial and economic conditions arising from conflicts.

Article44: Peace-building at the End of Hostilities

To assist Member States that have been adversely affected by violent conflicts,
ECOWAS shall undertake the following activities:

(a) Consolidation of the peace that has been negotiated;

(b) establishment of conditions for the political, social and economic
reconstruction of the society and governmental institutions;

(c) Implementation of disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration
programmes includingthose for child soldiers;

(d) Resettlement and reintegration of refugees and internally displaced
persons; \

(e) Assistance to vulnerable persons, including children, the elderly, women
and other traumatised groups in the society.

Article45: Restoration ofPolitical Authority

In situations where the authority ofgovernment is absent or has been seriously eroded,
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ECOWAS shall support processes towards the restoration ofpolitical authority. Such
support may include the preparation, organisation, monitoring and management ofthe
electoral process, with the cooperation of relevant regional and international
organisations. The restoration ofpolitical authority shall be undertaken at the same
time as the development ofrespect for human rights, enhancementofthe rule oflaw and
the judiciary.

CHAPTERX
SUB-REGIONALSECURnY

Article 46: Control ofTrans-Border Crime

1. In orderto facilitate thecontrol of trans-border crime,ECOWAS shallpromote
close cooperation among thesecurity services of Member States.

2 The security services of Member States shall assist one another and ensure
proper coordination for the apprehension ofcriminals.

3. Member States shall establish specialised departments within their ministries of
Justice, Defence and Security with trained personnel and communication
equipment for coordination and centralisation ofcooperation matters inparticular,
mutual assistance in criminal matters, and extradition requests.

4. Member States shall supply the Executive Secretariat with documents setting
out the details ofcriminal procedures intheircountries. The information provided
by MemberStates shall include asummary ofthe criminal process, from beginning
to end, and shall outline what is needed for each State to grant a request for
mutual assistance, extradition or therestraint or forfeiture of proceeds of crime.
Member States shall also provide all the contract particulars for their national
units and exchange information concerning any other relevant authorities and
provide updated lists ofthe said units. The information shall be translated and
circulated by the ECOWAS Secretariat to all the specialised units (Central
authorities) established to handle requests and other related matters that may
arise in the course of implementation.

5. With aview tostrengthening national legal instruments onmutual legal assistance
and extradition and making them more functional and efficient, allMember States
shallharmonize theirdomestic law in accordance with the relevant ECOWAS
Conventions onMutualAssistance inCriminal MattersandExtradition. Member
States undertake toadopt a convention toincriminate and make punishable the
mostcommonly committed crimesin the sub-region.

6. Member States shall keep statistics, inparticular, onthenumber ofmutual legal
assistance and extradition requests received and sent, aswell asresults obtained.
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There shall also be periodic meetings of the specialised departments of the
Ministries of Justice, Defence and Security and the Interpol National Central
Bureaux for the purpose ofexchanging information on past oron-going cases
andon measures aimed at improving cooperation.

Member States shall develop simplified restitution procedures for vehicles and
other stolen objects seized by the requested State.

8. Thejudicial andpolice authorities of ECOWAS Member States shall consider
the red notices published by the ICPO-Interpol at the request of an ECOWAS
Member State asvalid requests for provisional arrest for the purpose ofArticle
22 of the ECOWAS Convention on Extradition.

9. Member States shall establish a special fund for detected proceeds of crime.
This fund can beused for preventive and criminal justice response to, inter alia,
trans-border crime and drug trafficking. Member States shall also give
consideration to the establishment of confiscated asset management offices,
where required.

10. Legislation on forfeiture ofproceeds ofcrime in Member State shall be applicable
to all crimes.

11. ECOWAS shall establish aCrime Prevention and Criminal Justice Centre (ECPCJS)
toserve as focal point for mutual legal assistance. The Centre shall bepart of
the Legal Department within ECOWAS. This ECPCJC shall assist in linking up
ECOWAS MemberStatesto non-ECOWAS MemberStatesinMutualAssistance
Matters. It shall also serve as a supervisory power to ensure that countries
implement conventions theysign.

Article 47: Coordination ofPolicies

The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for the coordination and implementation
ofall decisions relating tosub-regional security.

Article 48: Anti-Corruption Measures

To eradicate corruption within their territories and inthe sub-region, ECOWAS and its
Member States shall promote transparency, accountability and good governance.

Article49: Measures Against Money Laundering

The ECOWAS Secretariat and Member States shall adopt strategies for combating the
problem of money laundering, by extending the scope of offences, enabling the
confiscation of laundered proceeds and illicit funds and easing bank secrecy laws
within and outside the sub-region.
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Article 50: Control of the Proliferation ofSmall Arms

While taking into account the legitimate national defence and security needs, and
those of international peace-keeping operations, ECOWAS shall establish effective
measures to:

(a) control the importation, exportation, manufacture and eradicate the flow of
small arms.

(b) register and control the movement and use oflegitimate arms stock;

(c) detect,collectand destroy all illicitweapons;

(d) encourage Member States to collect anddestroy all surplus weapons.

Article 51: PreventiveMeasuresAgainstthe Illegal Circulationof Small Arms

1. ECOWAS shall take allthenecessary measures tocombat illicit trafficking and
circulation of small arms. These measures shall include:

(a) developing a culture of peace;

(b) training formilitary, security andpolice forces;

(c) enhance weapons control at border posts;

(d) establishment of a database andregional arms register;

(e) collection and destruction of surplus and illegal weapons;

(f) facilitating dialogue with producers and suppliers;

(g) reviewing and harmonising national legislation and administrative
procedures;

(h) mobilising resources.

2 ECOWAS shall strengthen itsinstitutional and operational capabilities and those
of itsMember States fortheeffective implementation ofthemeasures mentioned
in Paragraph 1 above.

3. TheExecutive Secretariat's Department ofPolitical Affairs, Defence andSecurity
shall coordinate and monitor implementation of all programmes and activities
and shall analyseinformation fromthe zonal headquarters.
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In order to promote and ensure coordination of concrete measures at national
level, Member States shall, in accordance with guidelines adopted by ECOWAS,
establish national commissions made up of representatives of the relevant
authorities and the civil society.

At the beginning ofany ECOMOG peacekeeping operations, all dedicated light
weapons and ammunition shall be declared to the Executive Secretariat so as to
ensure their effective control as well as removal upon completion of the
operations.

6. All weapons collected during any disarmament exercise shall be destroyed.

CHAPTERXI

COOPERATIONWITH THE ORGANISATIONOF AFRICANUNITY,
UNITEDNATIONSANDOTHER INTERNATIONALORGANISATIONS

Article 52: Cooperation

1. In pursuit of its objectives, ECOWAS shall cooperate with the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU), the United Nations Organisation (UNO) and other relevant
international organisations.

2. In the implementation ofthis Mechanism, ECOWAS shall fully cooperate with
the OAU Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution.

3. Inaccordance with Chapters VII and Vmofthe United Nations Charter, ECOWAS
shall inform the United Nations ofany military intervention undertaken in pursuit
of the objectives of this Mechanism.

CHAPTERXH

SPECIAL PROVISIONS

Article 53: Abrogation

1. Theprovisions of thisProtocol shall replace all theprovisions of theECOWAS
Protocol relating to Mutual Assistance in Defence signed on 29th May, 1981,
which are in conflict with the spirit of this Protocol.

2. The provisions ofthe Protocol on Non-Aggression signed on 22nd April, 1978,
which are incompatible with those ofthe present Protocol are hereby declared
null and void.

3. Undertakings devolving from the provisions of this Protocol shall not be
interpreted as being against the spirit of Conventions orAgreements between
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oneMemberStateanda thirdState; provided suchConventions andAgreements
are consistent with the spirit of this Protocol, otherwise, such provisions are
null and void.

Article 54: Rationalisation ofSubregional Institutions

1. ECOWAS shall take necessary measures to rationalise all mechanisms,
institutions and organs of the sub-regiont having similar aims and objectives
with this Mechanism.

2 To this end, ANAD may be transformed into a specialised agency ofECOWAS.

CHAPTERXin

GENERALANDFINALPROVISIONS

Article 55: Amendments

1. Any Member State may submit proposals for the amendment orrevision ofthis
Protocol.

2 Any such proposals shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary who shall
notify other Member States not later than thirty days after the receipt of such
proposals. Amendments orrevisions shall not be considered by the Authority
unless Member States shallhavebeengivenat leastone month'snoticethereof.

3. Amendments or revisions shall be adopted by the Authority.

Article 56: Withdrawal

1. Any Member State wishing towithdraw from this Protocol shall give aone-year
written notice totheExecutive Secretary who shall inform Member States thereof.
At the end of this period of one year, if such notice is not withdrawn, such a
State shall cease to be a party to the Protocol.

2 During the period of one year referred to in the preceding paragraph, such a
Member State shall nevertheless continue to observe the provisions of this
Protocol and discharge its obligations thereunder.

Article 57: Entry into Force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force provisionally upon signature by Heads of
State andGovernment. Accordingly, signatory Member States andtheExecutive
Secretariat hereby undertake to start implementing all provisions of this
Mechanism upon signature.
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2. This Protocol shall definitely enter into force upon ratification by at least nine
(9) signatory States in accordance with the constitutional procedures of each
Member State.

Article58: Depository Authority

This Protocol and all instruments ofratification shall be deposited with the Executive
Secretariat which shall transmit certified true copies to all Member States and notify
them of the dates of deposit of instruments ofratification by the Member States and
shall register it with the Organisation ofAfrican Unity (OAU), as well as the United
Nations (UN) and any other Organisation as may be decided by the Council.

INFAITH THEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OFSTATEANDGOVERNMENTOFTHE
MEMBERSTATESOFTHEFXTONOMCCOMMIINTIYOFWESTAERICANSTATES
(ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS PROTOCOL.

DONEATLOME,
THIS 10THDAYOFDECEMBER, 1999

(IN SINGLE ORIGINAL INTHE ENGLISH, FRENCHAND PORTUGUESE
LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS, BEING EQUALLYAUTHENTIC).

KLE.MathieuKEREKOU H.E. BlaiseCOMPAORE
President ofthe Republic ofBENIN President ofFaso, Chairman, Council of

Ministers ofBURKINA FASO

Hon.AlexandreDiasMONTEIRO HJE. Henri KonanBEDIE
Minister ofCommerce, Industry and Energy President of the

For and onbehalf of the Republic ofCOTE D'lVOIRE
President ofCABO VERDE
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Hon. Zaifhoul Abidine S ANOUSSI
Minister of Foreign Affairs in the

President's Office

For and on behalf of the President
of theRepublic ofGUINEA

frfA**

Hon. josVpereira BATISTA
Minister of Foreign Affairs

and International Cooperation
For and on behalf of the President

oftheRepublic ofGUINEA-BISSAU

RE.MrsfcatouNJIE-SAIDY H.E.Flt-Lt Jerry John RAWLINGS
Vice-President, Secretary ofState for Health, President of theRepublic
Labour, Social Welfare andWomen's Affairs, of GHANA

For and on behalf of the President
oftheRepublic ofTHE GAMBIA

Hon. EnochDOGOLEAH

Vice-President, For and on behalf of the
President ofLIBERIA

- ' H.E.Alpha OumarKonare
Presidentof the Republic of MALI

Hon. Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR
Minister,Secretary-General at the Presidency
For and on behalf of the President of the

Islamic Republic ofMAURITANIA
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H.E. Olusegun OBAS&JO
President, Commander-in-Chief

of the Armed Forces of the Federal
RepublicofNIGERIA

:..!M
H.E.Ahmad TejanKABBAH

President of the Republic
ofSierra Leone

C
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RE.AbdouDIOI|JF
President of the

Republic ofSENEGAL

2±
HE. GnassingbeEYADEMA

President of the

TOGOLESE Republic
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