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The EC()Wf..S Se cretari ~, ~) rop'j~ es t he running of National 
Workshops on the above theme in each of t he sixt een Memb er 
Statc s . Since the Workshop would l ast c nly cne day, it is 
nece ss ary t ha t adequate pr epara t ions ar e made before hand . 

Ob 
Obj ective s 

1 . To familiar ise t he trad ing Community 1n each of the 
ECOWAS '·Iemhe r Sta t e s with: 

2 . 
ab ove 
cular 

.'1 ) the k~y economic ob ject ives of 
,~nd general prog r es s on ECOWA 
to th& lib0r alisat i on of trade 
States. 

t he ECOWAS Treaty 
pr og r amme s l eading 
between ECrn1AS Member 

b) th" main f eat ure s of instruments being crea t ed f (\ r 
th is pur po se including rul e s of origin, common customs 
nomenc l ature anQ stati stical standard s , harmonisation 
of customs fo rms and pr ocedur e s. 

To exchant;e vic'.' s with trade rs on t he im~) l ica tions of the 
f or t heir future individua l trad ing ope rat i ons, with parti 
r efe r enc& to or i gin rul es and pr ocedures . 

3. To i dent ify those goods whi ch par t icipants consider coul d 
benef i t f r om tradc l ibe r al is ation and what pr ovi sions shoul d be 
made t o facilitate an d p r omot e int r a-community t rade i n such Q0od s. 
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4 . To identify products (mix tu res) and product i on proces s es 

(involving inputs of bo th community and non-Community origin 

which are materially impossible t o segregate) coming under 

Articles 7 and 8 of the Protocol on the Definition of the Concept 

of Goods Orig i na ting from Member States. 

Participants 

Executive s r epr es enting import and export sectors 

- private and public ente rprises enp'aged in e ither pr oducing 

f or export or trading with ECOWAS or third countri es 

- import or export houses 

- fr e i ght fo rwarders, customs agents 

- transport and shipp ing f irms 

- port authori ti es 

Federations/Repre s entatives fr om Chambers of Commerce/ 

Industry 

Other business organi zations and Federations, 

Banks and insurance companies/agent s 

Government officials conc e rned with 

- f or e i gn/ECOWAS trade 

- industri a l deve l opment 

- financing of f or eign trade and industry 

- customs and excise 

- transport, ports, shipp ing 

Representatives of inte r-governmental or ganisations concerned 

with r egi onal economic cooperation 

Economic/news medi a. 
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Prepa ration t owrr rd Wo r kshop 

During the Wo rks hop , an a ttempt would be m:lde t o dr aw up 
a list of pr oducts of export interest t o the country (goods 
al ready be ing exported or having consider able export po t entia l). 
The affected ?articipants (industrialists, exporters and 
officials of government in char ee of i ndustrial isat i on and trade 
deve l opment) a r e requested t o bring to the Workshop relevant 
infor mat i on on such exportable pr oducts . 

Simi l arly , producers and exporters of goods falling within 
t he pr ovisions of Articles 7 and 8 of t he Prot oco l on Orig inating 
Products (cited above) would be expected t o make avail able at 
the Wo r kshop the identity of the pr oduct s conc erned and/or 
detai l s on the production pr oces s or activity invo lved . 

Pleas e find a tt ached a set of Quest ionnai res designed t o 
assi st in compi ling t he informati on r e ferred t o above . It would 
be app reci:lted if the comp l e t ed f e rms could be made availabl e 
at the Workshop . 



ECOWAS TRADE EXPANSION SCHEME 

MEMBER STATES EXPO~TS POTENTIAL 

COUNTRY . . ... . ... .... . .......... . . ...... . . . 

EXPORTABLE PRODUCT ECO WAS MARKET POTENT IAL 

Nomencla
ture No . Descript ion Member St at e Quantity Year* Value** 

______ ~~,--~~--------~--------~---- ____________ 2- .. ______ __ 

* Indicate whether actual export (insert the year) or projected . 

** In national currency or U.S . Dollars . 



ECOWAS TRADE EXPANSION SCHEME 

MEMBER STATES H'PORT REQUIREMENTS 

COUNTRY . . . •.• • •••••• •• •• • •• . • . • . .. 

I MP 0 R T GOO D S E COW A S 11 A R 

omencla'-N 
tu r e No . 

, Product 
: Description Mell'ber State 

I 
I 

: 

I 

! , 
I 

* In National Currency or U.S . Do ll ars 

Quantity 

K E T S 

Ye a r 

I 

II 

POTE N TI AL 

Value * 

I 



COUNTRY 

P R 

Nomellfla- _ 
ture i'Io . 

. 

I 

ECOWAS RULES OF ORIGIN 

PRODUCTS COM ING UNDER ART ICLE VI I OF PROTOCOL 
ON DEFI NITI ON OF OR I GINAT I NG GOODS' 

o D U C T EXPORT POTENTIAL WITHI N 

, Description l1ember Stat e Quantity Year 

, , 
I 
I 

• See Notes Attached 

•• In National Currency or U.S . Dollars 

lILA 

E C 0 W A S 

Value ** 

I 



• 
III. B 

ECOWAS RULES OF ORIGIN 

PRODUCTS COMING UNDER ARTICLE VIII OF pqOTocnL 
ON DEFIN ITI ON OF OR I GINAT I NG GOODS* 

COUNTRY . .. . .... .. . • ..... .... ... . . .. .. . . ... .. .. . ... .. 

PRO D U C T EXPORT POTENTIAL WITHI N E C 

NOJreOcla- Description Member St ate Q-Iantity Year 
ture No. 

I 
I 

I 
, 
I , , , 
, 

I 

, 

, 

J 

* See Not e Attached 
** In National Currency or U.S. Do ll ar s 

o WAS 

Value ** 
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ATTACHMENT TO l-Ut.STIONNAIRE.S lIlA "N O III B 

EXP LANATORY NOTES ON ARTIC LES VI I "ND VII I OF THE ~ROTOCOL 

ON THE uEF I NIT I ()N OF THE. CONCE~T OF GOODS ORIGIN"TING 

FRUM MEM BER STATES 

ARTIC Lt. VII : SEGREG"TION OF' MkTE.RIALS 

Whe n a product is manu f ac tured from Communi ty or i g inat ing 

a nd th i rd country ma teri a l s i t i s not usually poss i b l e for the 

Au thor i t i es t o verify from the p roduct what pe rcen t age of th e 

different ma t e ri a l s h a v e gone into the process . For th i s reason 

ma nufacture r s have to segregate th e two c l asses of ma t e ri a l s as 

a cond i t i on for t he g r a nting of a Certificate of Orig in. Checks 

c a n then be made on receipts of mater i a l s and their del i very 

to the man uf a ctu r ing process. 

In the case of bot h ma teria ls in th e form of liqu i ds, 

powder, grain etc. t h e segrega ti on mi gh t i nvo l ve t he cost ly 

const r uct i on of vats, t anks , s il os to s t ore separate l y ma t er i a l 

i npu ts obt ained wi thin and o ut side the Community . I f the 

Author i ties a r e sa t i s fi ed th a t thi s ope r a t ion wo u l d be a n 

unreaso nab l e demand , they can forego segreg a tio n and ac c ept 

i nstead a form of r ecording of stocks and a ccoun ting wh i ch be 

app roved for uniform applicat i on by the Cou nc il of Ministe r s. 

This accounting sys t em wou l d h ave to pe r mi t a verificat i o n 

wh i ch wou ld be as ef f ective as if the mater i a l s had been segreg a 

t ed. It i s wh at system of a ccounting t o adop t that i s the 

subj ect of Artic l e VII. 

ARTICLE VI II: TRE"TM~NT OF MIXTU RES 

AS one of the principal objectives of institut i ng a trade 

pr e f e rentia l system in ECOWAS i s to e ncourage and deve l op Commun i 

ty man uf a cturin g p rod uction, it fo ll ows tha t simpl e pr oces s es 

which fa ll sho r t of " production" (as the term is genera lly 

un de r stood) should not be entitled to pr eference. In it s 

h r ticle I V, the Protoco l lists tho pr ocesses wh i ch do not qu a lify 

and ' mix ing ' i s o ne of such processes named in Arti c l e IV. How

eve r , it i s env i saged th a t wi th in ECOwkS the r e may we ll be mi x ing 
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processes which a re of suf fi cient commerc ia l o r eco nomi c 

i mport a nce to the Community to warr a nt speci a l trea t ment. 

Proc~s ses wh i c h come t o mi nd a nd which might me rit spec i a l 

co n s i derat i on a r e th e blend in g of th ird cou ntry a nd o ri g i nating 

liquor, coffee , cocoa, flour , e tc . 

In Articl e VIII therefore the Council of Ministers i s give n 

powe r to de s i gna t e which prod u c t s an~ unde r wha t c o ndi tions thes e 

produc ts s houl d b e ent itl ed to pre f e r ence. It s hould be no ted 

however, th a t th~ ~ re ferencc wou l d be g r a nted on ly on the 

o r igin ating ing r edient o f the mixture and not on the product 

as a who l e . The a pprova l of a mixing pr ocess therefore i s not 

strict ly a c ri te rion of origin of the pr oduct bu t a dev ice for 

pr eservin g the origin status of the ingred ien t. 

j,s by their na ture mi x in g processes emp l oy bulky materia l s , 

it i s very probab l e that they wou l d a l so be ne fi t from t he conces

sion of Article VI I by using a n a ccounting system inste a d of 

phy s i ca l s egregation. 

The pr esent e xercise i s a imed a t i de ntifying , a t the nationa l 

l e ve l, goods tha t f a ll with in the prov i sions of Artic l e s VII a nd 

VI II of the ECOAAS Protoco l o n the De fin i tion o f Originating 

Products. The quest io nna i res accompany i ng these No tes a r e for 

obta ining a li s t of th ~ products invo l ved a nd the ir expor t 

po tenti a l within th e Wes t African Su b- Reg ion. 


