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371. 128 MW Kassa 'B' Hydropower Facility in Guinea: The WAPP Secretariat mobil ised 

fundin g of (0.4 million from the World Bank to prepare a pre-feasibility Study for 

the proj ect . The process to recruit the Consultant to prepare the study wa s being 

launched . Comm ission in g of th e project is expected in 2019. 

372. 86 MW Bikongor Hydropower Facility in Sierra Leone : The WAPP Secretariat 

mob ilised fundi ng of (0.5 million from th e World Bank to prepare a pre- fea sibility 

Study for the project. The proce ss to recrui t the Consultan t to prepare th e study was 

being launched . Commi ss ioning of the project is expected in 2019 . 

373. 150 MW WAPP Power Generation Facility within OMVS Zone (Senegal) : Following 

seve ral attempts by WAPP to identi fy a suitable site for th e project wi th the 

Governm ents of Mali and Senegal that led t o sign ificant de lays in advancing the 

project, t he Government of Senegal in June 2012 requested the WAPP to re -Iaunch 

the project . Co nsultation s were subseq uently held between the Government s of 

Senega l and The Gambia with OMVS-SOGEM and WAPP Secretariat during which, 

th e Government of Senegal proposed to make available to the project a site at Saint 

Louis to take adva ntage of poss ible gas suppli es from Mauritania. The Government 

of Senega l also indicated that it could consider a site at Kayar or a site at Sendou as 

potential alternat ive sites. A formal request for a si t e was consequently submitted 

to the Government of Senega l for approva l to enable th e securing of a Strategic 

Partner t o support WAPP deve lop the project . Commissioning of th e project is 

expect ed in 2018. 

3.5.2 Projects Under Implementation 

374 . 330 kV Volta (Ghana) - Lome 'e' (Togo) - Sakete (Benin) Interconnection Project: 

The project , of approximate ly cost US$149 million, is bein g financed under the 

auspices of WAPP by th e Africa n Development Bank, KfW, and World Bank, Wo rks 

on the Ghana segment are on-going. Prequalifi ca tion of Bidders have been 

comp let ed for the Togo/Benin segment and bid s have been launched. Recruitment 

of Owner's Engineer is also underway. The proj ect is expected to be complete ly 

co mmiss ion ed in 2014 . 

375. 330 kV Aboadze (Ghana) - Prestea (Ghana) - Kumasi (Ghana) - Bolgatanga 

(Ghana) Transmission Line Project : The proj ect is at th e level of process ing for 

financ ing. Technica l specification for the 330 kV tran smi ssion line and subst ation s 

wa s co mpleted and fun ding of US$174.8 million wa s secured from Agence Fran<;aise 

de Deve lop pement (AFD) to rea li ze th e 330 kV Kuma si - Bolgatanga transmi ss ion line 

segment of the project . The project is expected to be commi ss ioned in 2016. 

376. 161 kV Tumu (Ghana) - Han (Ghana) - Wa (Ghana) Transmission Line Project: Th e 

project is at the st age of imp lementation with an app roximate cost of US$19.1 

million . Th e Environm ental and Socia l Impact Assessment Stud ies have been 

comp let ed and th e Ghana Environmenta l Protection Agency iss ued an 

Environmental Permit. Const ruction works have commen ced and th e project is 

ex pected to be co mmissioned by 2014 . 
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377. 225 kV Bolgatanga (Ghana) - Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) In terconnection 

Project: The project is at the sta ge of implementation and its co st of US$l11 

mi llion is bein g finan ced by the WB. AFD and EIB . Th e Trans miss ion Service 

Agreement (TSA) betwee n SONABEL and GRIDCo wa s executed and th e Power Sa les 

and Purchase Agreement (PSPA) between VRA and SO NABEL was being finali sed for 

execu tion by December 2012. Th e recrui tment of an Owner' s Engi nee r was ongoing 

and th e expected commiss ion ing of the line is 2015. 

378 . 60 MW Felou Hydropower Facility (OMVS-SOGEM ): The proj ect is at the leve l of 

implementation and its cost of US$236 million is bein g financed by the WB and EIB. 

Construct ion works are in progress an d co mmissioning is expect ed in 2013. 

379. 225 kV Cote d ' ivoire - Liberia - Sierra Leone - Guinea Interconnection Project: Th e 

project is at th e leve l of process ing for financing . Pre- inve stm ent studi es th at we re 

fund ed by th e WB (U5$4.45 million ) and th e EU -Africa Infrastructure Tru st Fund 

through the EIB (€3.168 million ) were com pl eted and adopted . The Government of 

Guinea iss ued an Environmental Permit for the project and th e process in the other 

concerned coun tries was almost completed. Financing for the project of amount 

023 million is envisaged by th e AfDB, WB, EIB an d KfW and in fact, th e Government 

of Germany and the Board of Directors of WB have app roved the ir parti cipation in 

th e project. In application of Supplementary Act A/SA.3/01/08, th e four countr ies 

have agreed to estab lish a Special Purpose Com pany (SPC) to implement the project 

and man age its operations aft er commissioning. Th e lega l documents to establi sh 

th e related lega l and in stitutional framework comprisi ng an Intern ational Treaty . 

Internat ion al Project Agreement. Articles of Association and Shareholde rs 

Agreement, have been adopted. The Project Implementation Unit is bein g 

estab lished and the project is expected to be commi ssi oned in 2016. 

380. 450 MW WAPP Maria Gleta (Benin) Regional Power Generation Facility : Th e 

project is at the leve l of impl ementation and its est imat ed cost if US$564 million. 46 

hectares of land with freezone statu s ha s been acquired from the Government of 

Benin. Through internat ion al competitive bidding Sithe Global Power Ventures LLC 

wa s se lected as Private Partner to support WAPP rea li ze the project . A Joint 

Developm ent Agreement (JDA) and Confidentiality Agreement (CA) were executed 

between WAPP and Sithe Glo bal, Sith e Global ha s begun preparing th e project and 

comm iss ionin g is expected by 2017. 

381. 450 MW WAPP Aboadze/Domunli (Ghana) Regional Power Generation Facility: 

Th e project is at th e leve l of im plementat ion and its estimat ed cost if US$564 

million . 50 hectares of land ha s bee n identified at Domunli in Ghana and th e process 

is advanced with th e Governme nt of Ghana to secure titl e to the land with freezone 

st atus. Throu gh international competitive biddin g, Sithe Global Power Ventures LLC 

was se lected as Privat e Partner to support WAPP rea li ze th e proje ct . A Joint 

Development Agreement (JDA) and Confidentiality Agreement (CA) we re executed 

between WAPP and Sithe Globa l. Sithe Globa l has begun preparin g th e proj ect and 

com mi ssion in g is expected by 2018. 
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382. Cote d'lvoire - Liberia MV Cross Border Project (1st ACP-EU Energy Facility): Th e 

project invo lves the electrificat ion of Eighteen (18) comm unities in Liberia from Cote 

d' ivo ire at an approximate cost of €9 .6 million . Th e works in Cote d' ivoire were 

co mp leted . In Lib eri a, al l MV cro ss arm s and in sulators were in sta lled in Grand 

Geddeh and Nimba countie s. In Maryl and, bu sh clear in g and in stallation of MV poles 

were we ll advanced . The Project is being fin anced by the EU, Liberia Electricity 

Corpo rati on (LEC), and th e defu nct Societe d' Operation Ivoirienn e d'E lectricit e 

(SOPIE) (now CI-En ergies) and is expected to be commi ss ion ed in 2013. 

383. Ghana - Southern Togo MV Cross Border Project (2nd ACP-EU Energy Facility): Th e 

project involves the electrifica tio n of Fifteen (15) communities in Southern Togo 

from Ghana at an esti mated cost of €2.3 million . The pre -investment st udies for th e 

project have been adopted and th e process was launched to recruit Contractors to 

imple ment the project . The Project is being finan ced by th e EU. ECG . CEB and CEET 

and is expected to be commissioned in 2014. 

384. Benin - Northern Togo MV Cross Border Project (2nd ACP-EU Energy Facility ): The 

project involves th e electrificati on of Ten (10) communi ti es in Northern Togo from 

Ben in at an approxim ate cost of €2.1 million . The pre- in vestment stu dies for th e 

project have been adopted an d th e process was launched to recruit Contractors to 

imp lement the project. Th e Project is being fin anced by th e EU . CEET and CEB and is 

expect ed to be co mmiss ioned in 2014 . 

3.5.3 Projects Commissioned and Operational 

385. These projects are as follows: 

330 kV Ikeja West (Nigeria) - Sakete (Benin) Interco nnection Line 

(US$40 million) 

330 kV Aboadze (Ghana) - Volta (Ghana) Tran smi ss ion Line (US$48 

million) 

225 kV Bobo Diou lasso (Burkina Faso) - Ouagadou gou (Burkin a Faso) 

Tra nsmi ssion Lin e Proj ect (US$130 million) 

225 kV Cote d' ivoire - M ali Interconn ectio n Proj ect (US$27S million) 

Ghana - Togo M edium Voltage Cross Border Project (0.8 million ) 

Ghana - Burkina Medium Vo ltage Cross Border Project (€2 million ) 

3.5.4 Reg ional Electricity Market 

386. The ultimate goa l of th e WAPP is to estab li sh a regiona l electr ic ity ma rket and in thi s 

rega rd , th e WAPP has been promoting cross border el ectricity trad e between 

ECOWAS M ember States. In th e ea st ern part of th e region, the electr icity networks 

of Nige r, Nigeria , Benin , Togo, Ghana , Cot e d'i vo ire. Mali and Burkina Fa so are 

interconn ected and electric ity trade is on -goin g whi le in th e we st ern part. Cote 

d'ivo ire, M ali and Se nega l are interconnect ed for electr icity tradin g. Th e qu antity of 

electricity trad ed throu gh th e interco nn ecti ons increa se d by 4.7% from 3.278 Giga 

Watt hours (GWh ) in 2010 to 3.432GWh in 2011 . During thi s period , hydropowe r 

remained th e primary so urce of ge nerat ion represe nting 65% in th e power 

generat ion mix w ith th e remainin g 35% bein g predominantly th ermal powe r 
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generation. The tota l electricity consumed in the reg ion rose from 47.073GWh in 

2010 to 48.959GWh in 2011 representin g a 4% increa se . 

387. In order to ensure the establishment of a well -fun ct ionin g wholesale electric ity 

market w ithin the ECOWAS region, th e WAPP Secretariat ha s deve loped Governance 

documents and st arted to put in place the appropriate framework th at shall guide 

th e development of th e regiona l electricity market. To thi s end, the WAPP has 

adopted the WAPP Operations Manual to achieve a harmonized and coordinated 

operation of the interconnected system and developed a transmission tariff 

methodo logy. The WAPP Secretar iat has also developed and adop t ed a Market 

Design and Market Rules that are fundamental for the well-functioning of the 

wholesale electricity market. The WAPP Market Desi gn and WAPP Market Rules 

have already been fil ed wi th the ECOWAS Regional Electricity Regu latory Authority 

(ERERA) for consideration and adoption, and sha ll subseque ntly be presen ted to the 

Authority of the ECOWAS Heads of State and Government for approva l afte r 

endorsement by th e ECOWAS Co uncil of Ministers. 

388. As part of th e regional electricity market development, th e WAPP Secretariat has 

completed th e Basic Design and Feasibility Study for the Information & Coo rdin ation 

Centre {ICC} that shall among others, coo rdin ate the trading and the sta bl e 

operation of the WAPP interco nn ected syst em. The architectura l design of the ICC 

and fina l design of the system inclu ding the requirements for the communicat ion 

infrastructure, hardware and software needed to manage th e regional electricity 

market have been concluded. The Bidding Documents to implement the project 

have also been fina lized and the WAPP has secured funding of {60 million from the 

EU to realize the project within the framework of the 10th EDF Regional Indicative 

Program. Th e WAPP Secretariat has also secured a Grant of US$31.5 million from 

the Wor ld Bank to among others, enhance the sta bl e and synchron ise d operation of 

the WAPP Interconnected syste m. 

389 . In order t o strengthen and put in pla ce an effective Monitoring & Evaluation (M&E) 

of WAPP Operations and th e implementation of th e priority projects . the WAPP 

Secreta ri at has, with the support of US$630,OOO Grant from the World Bank. 

developped a WAPP M&E Framework and a harmonized WAPP M&E Manual. These 

were examined and adopted by WAPP Member Utilit ies. In add ition. M&E Units 

have been set-up in all WAPP Member Utilities of ECOWAS Member States and have 

been eq uipped with internet-connected compu t er and M&E software to establish a 

WAPP M&E / M IS System that w ill produce WAPP Quart erl y Proj ect and Operat ions 

Report s. 

3.6 COMMUNITY COURT OF JUSTICE 

390. This report sum mari zes the key activities carried out by the Court between January 

and May 2013 as part of its work program and it s main miss ion which is t he 

interpretation and application of the ECOWAS Revi se d Treaty and other Commu nity 

text s. In carrying out thi s mission during the period under re view, the Court carried 

out its work program both in t he judicial and extrajudicial domain, which is as 

follows: 
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../ Judicial activities 

391. During the period, the Court re gistered eleven (11) new ca ses and one (1) application 

for rev iew. it he ld twenty-fo ur (24) court sess ion and delivered four (4) final 

decisions and seve n (7) Preliminary Rulings (Rulings). The Court adjourned five (5) 

cases for deci sion on the merit and two (2) other cases for Ruling. As of 27 May 

2013, the number of cases pending before the Court is est im ated at forty-t hree (43) 

and which are subj ect to the written and ora l procedures . 

../ Publications related to court cases 

392 . These are the co ll ection of the case Law, the Official Journal and the website of the 

Co urt . Re garding the compend ium of the case Law, the Court completed the 

drafti ng of th e 2010 's Law Repo rt and is awaiting the printed work. Also , work is 

underway to finalize th e 2011 and 2012 ed ition s of the sa id Law Report . 

393. Concern in g the publication of cases in the Official Journal of the Community, it 

should be noted that vo lume 60 of the Offi cial Journal of th e Court containing the 

Notice of Registratio n of five new cases had been printed in February 2013. The next 

edition of the Official Journa l is to be publ ished in June 2013. 

394. With regard to the Web si te, th e Court has developed a very usefu l tool for the 

dissemination of information to the pub li c. The si te is constant ly updated and 

co ntain s various information such as decisions of the Court, the press communiques 

and stati stics of cases, not to menti on ma ny other worki ng documents of the Co urt 

as well as information for the visibility of the Court . 

../ Capacity Building 

395. This co ncerns the seminar on monitoring and evaluation , th e workshop on Strategy 

for improving the performance of the Court and Training on informat ion 

Tech nology . 

../ Monitoring and evaluation 

396. The beginnin g of th e year 2013 was marked with the organization of the tra inin g 

sessions on Resu lt Based Management (RBM) and Result Based Monitoring and 

Evaluat ion (RBM&E). The aim is to promot e a culture change wit hin the Court for 

th e purpose of increasing its performa nce. Organized for members of th e 

profess ional staff in charge of administrat ive functions, recording and linguist s 

(Interpret ers, Revisors, Trans lators) of the Community institution , the session took 

place over two days, f rom 15 to 16 January 2013 at BOLTON WHITE in Abuja . 

397. The workshop which wa s organ ized by the Co mmiss ion and GiZ is part of convergin g 

concerns for the Court and th e Comm iss ion. For the Court, it is laying the 

gro undwork for the systematiza t ion of the RBM and RBM&E in the management of 

the in stitution ; wh il e for the Commi ss ion , the aim was to launch the process w ith 

the Court which wi ll eventua lly provide the Community w ith a com mon syste m of 

monitoring and eva luation , of which the monitoring and eva lu ation manu al specifi c 

to ECOWAS will be its concreti sation . As a reminder, th e Monitoring and Evaluation 
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Unit of t he ECOWAS Commission is attached t o th e Office of the Vice-President of 
the Commission . 

../ Strategy to improve the performance of th e Court 

398. On 14 Feb ruary 2013 a wo rkshop on "Strategies to improve the perfo rmance of the 

institution" was he ld in the court room of the Court of Ju stice in Abuja . The 

objectives of th e workshop among others we re to in stitutionali ze RBM and RBM&E 

at th e Court; to present, di scuss and formulate guidelin es that w ill enable the Court 

to prov ide adequate human resources as well as t o pre se nt and di scuss 

col laborati on platfo rm between th e Court and the Commission . 

../ Training in Information Technology 

399. In order to brin g the staff of t he Court to adopt new informati on techno logy to better 

carry ou t t heir work, t wo t raining sessions we re organ ize d for the staff of the Cou rt 

in the premi ses of th e Commu nity Com puter Centre (CCC) in Lome, Republic of 

Togo . The f irst group was t rained in Apr il and t he secon d in May 2013. Training in 

Information Techno logy focused on the use of 2013 sohware such as Microsoft 

2013, Word, Out look, Sha rePoin t and Lync. The tra ining incul cated into staff the use 

of new t echniques for inte rn al communica ti ons including th e intranet . 

../ Cooperation between the Court and academic institutions of Memb er States 

400. The Community Court of Ju stice, ECOWAS, has always emphasized th e need for 

academ ic insti t uti on s in t he Mem ber States, part icularly schools and law facultie s to 

in troduce ECOWAS law into t heir curr icul um. The yea r unde r review saw t he 

Un iversity of Ca labar in Nigeria, who rece ntly in t roduced the ECOWAS law in its 

"Genera l Studies Citi zenship Course" The Dea n of the Judges of the Court, t he 

Honou rabl e Ju sti ce Ha nsine N. Donli led a de legation the re to give lectures durin g 

t he inaugural se minar at t he Facult y of Law f rom 16 to 18 April 2013 . 

../ External relations and cooperation with international institu tions 

401. From 24 t o 26 Apr il 2013 the ECOWAS Court of Justice participat ed as usual at a 

se minar orga nized by the Court of t he Europea n Union. The aim is to enable judges 

as we ll as staff to fam iliarize wit h th e best pract ices in order to rai se the Community 

courts t o the sa me leve l as that of the Union. Indeed, for three days of di scuss ions, 

th e pa rt icipants, numberi ng of eighteen, from the Court of Ju st ice of ECOWAS as 

well as th e Court of Justice of (UEMOA) and t he Court of th e Economic Commun ity 

of Central African Sta t es (CEMAC) displayed a gre at inte rest vis-a-vis t he var ious 

sessions conduct ed by CURIA official s. They under lin ed a certain number of questi on 

which preoccupy them. A second group wi ll be going there in June thi s year for the 

second session orga ni sed for Engli sh Speakers . 

../ Participation of the Community Court of Justice, ECOWAS at the eighth edition of 
the National Integration Week in Benin 

402. During thi s meeting, the ECOWAS Court of Ju stice dist ributed promotiona l items as 

well as basic texts of th e Co urt. Th e eighth edition of th e Integration Week w as held 

from 27 January to 2 Februa ry 2013. Placed under the theme of Free Movement of 
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Persons, Goods and Capital as we ll as the Right of Residence and Establi shment, the 

week was spent in th e Re gion of Zou and Colline s, at the center of th e Republic of 

Benin and was attend ed by the Commi ss ion, th e Parliamen t and the ECOWAS Court 

of Ju stice, UEMOA Commi ssion and representatives of National Units of Burkina 

Faso and th e Repub lic of Guinea. The event wa s orga ni ze d pursuant to the direct ive s 

of th e Authority of Heads of State and Government ca lling on st akeho lders to 

faci litate th e integration process through th e educat ion of citi ze ns especially those 

who live in less accessible areas . 

./ Cooperation with national courts of Member States 

403 . The ECOWAS Court of Ju stice ha s con tinu ed its participation in th e act iviti es of 

national courts of Member States to strength en coope rati on with th ese st at es . In 

thi s context, the Court t ook part in the semina r of th e International Union of 

Lawyers and the 2nd Congress of th e Co nferen ce of Co nstitution al Courts of African 

(CJCA) . 

./ Participation of the Court at the Seminar of International Association of Lawyers 

404 . From 2.2. to 23 Ma rch 2013, th e Union Internationale des Avocats organized a 

se minar in which t he Court parti cipated in Porto-Novo, Benin Republic. Under t he 

theme "Economic In tegration and th e exercise of th e job of a lawyer" the theme is 

divided in to severa l sub-themes, one of whi ch reads: "Ju ris diction of Courts of 

Ju st ice of the Africa n communi ti es." The Co urt' s del egatio n led by Hon . Ju stice Awa 

NANA Daboya, President o f t he Court gave a presentatio n on the jur isdi ction of t he 

ECOWAS Court of Ju stice . 

./ Participation in the 2nd Congress of the Conference of Africon Constitutional 
Courts (ClCA) . 

405 . From 7 to 11 May 2013, on the invitation of Robert S. M. DOSSOU, Pre sid ent of the 

Const itutional Court of Benin, Pre sid en t of t he Conference of African Con stitutional 

Courts, the President of the Court, th e Dean of Judges and a member of th e Court 

parti cipat ed in the ce leb ratio n of the twentieth (20th) an nive rsary of the 

Constitut ional Court of th e Republic of Benin and th e 2nd Co ngress of the 

Conference of African Constitution al Cou rt s (CJCA) . Th e Interna tional sympos ium 

which marked the 2.2. years of Constitutiona l Ju sti ce in Benin and 20 years of th e 

in st allation of the Constitutional Cou rt had as th eme "experi ence of t he 

Constitu t ional Court of Benin to stren gthen t he rul e of law and democracy". As for 

the 2nd Con gre ss of t he Co nfe rence of Africa n Consti t ut ional Courts, t he them e wa s 

centred on Constit uti onal Ju stice in Afri ca; state of affairs and Prospects." 

./ Inter-Institutional relations 

406. Inter-In st itutional re lation s during th e period under review wa s marked by tw o 

events: Th e participation of the Court at the 7th ed ition of the Joint Retreat of 

ECOWAS instituti ons and the in vo lvement of th e Co urt alon gs ide the ECOWAS 

Comm iss ion on a sensiti zation mi ss ion to Guin ea . 
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./ Participation of the Court at the 7th edition of the Joint Retreat of ECOWAS 
institu tions 

407 . The Co urt has always maintained good relation s w ith the other in stitutions of the 

Commu nity . In thi s context , it took part in the seventh ed ition of the joint retreat of 

ECOWAS institution s, Permanent Represe ntatives and National Units which held 

from 14 to 16 March 2013 at Le Meridien Ibom Hotel an d Golf Resort, Uyo, Akwa 

Ibom State, Nigeria. The Retreat adopted the establishment of an appeal s chamber 

within the Court and sub registries. In addit ion, it reco mmended the expansion of 

the jurisd iction s of th e Court particularly in the area of massive human rights 

violations and th e establishment of legal aid to fa ci litate access to ju stice . 

./ Participation at the sensitization missions organized by the Commission 

408 . From 26 to 28 March 2013, the ECOWAS Court of Ju stice as well as other in stitutions 

and specialized agencies of the Community joined the Co mmi ssion to partake in a 

three days sens itization on ECOWAS in Conakry, Repub li c of Guinea. Thi s activity 

which is an initiative of the Department of Commun ication of the ECOWAS 

Commission was conducted in close co ll aboration with the Department of 

International Cooperation of Gu in ea , notably throu gh the Directorate General of 

African Integration and the Nationa l Unit of the organization. The ECOWAS Court of 

Ju stice repre se nted by its information officer, presented th e objectives, 

achievements and challenges fac in g the institution . The Mini ster for International 

Cooperat ion, Dr Koutoub Mou staph a Sano who chaired the closing ceremony of the 

sens itization mission, re iterated th e belief that the beneficiaries of the awareness 

provided at the occasion will make the best use of it , as long as Guinea remains 

committ ed to its involvement in ECOWAS and its develop ment goa ls . 

./ Other activities contained in the work program of the Court for the year 2013. 

409. Apart from its regular Court Sessions scheduled to run throu ghout the month of 

June, the Court plan s to hold Court Sess ion before the end of December 2013. In 

addition, a number of activities will be implemented in order to fully execute its 

work program for the year under re view. These are th e radio and televi sion program 

sched uled for 22 to 28 Jun e 2013; the Budget and Admini strative Retreat schedu led 

for 7 to 17 July 2013; Opening of the Legal Year followed by ordinary Court Session 

in Ouagadougou on 26 September 2013; WAJA meeting in October this year . 

./ Challenges 

410 . Im plementation of 2013 activities ha ve not been effected without difficulties. Some 

of these difficulties include those related to the execution of the Court's Decision s, 

to the inadequacy of the seat of Court and access to the Court. 

411 . Regarding the enforcement of the Court's Decision : A major cha ll enge facin g the 

ECOWAS Court of Ju stice is linked to the enfo rcement of its decision s. Majority of 

the decisions of th e Court have not been executed. According to th e Protoco l of the 

Court, as amended, Member States are re spon sib le for th e en force ment of th e 

Court's De cis ion s, fo llowing the rul es of effecti ve execution procedure in each 

Member State . Member State s are th erefore ca ll ed upon to appoi nt competent 
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nationa l authority re spon sible for implementing th e decisions of the Court . Since 

January 2005, with the adoption of this new provision, only three (3) Member States 

have appointed national authority (Guinea, Togo and Nigeria). Article 15 (4) of th e 

Revised Trea ty prov ides that the decisions of the Court are binding on Member 

States, Community in stitution s, individuals and legal entities. In addition, Article 22 

(3) of Protocol A/P1/7/91 prov ides that Member States and the Com mun ity 

insti t utions mu st take immediate mea su re s to en sure execution of the deci sion s of 

the Court. Despite these prov isions, most Member States have not taken the 

necessa ry measures to execute the decision s of the Court nor appoin t the 

competen t national authority re spon si ble to so. Below are the number of decisions 

wai t ing to execution by the Member States and the inst itutions of the Community: 

These are: 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

ECOWAS Commission 

Re pu blic of Liberia 

Burkin a Faso 

The Republic of The Gambia 

Re publi c of Nige r 

The Republic of Togo 

Repub lic of Senegal 

Rep ublic of Cote d'lvoire 

6 decision s 

4 deci sions 

1 decision 

1 decision 

2 decisions 

3 decisions 

1 decision 

1 decision 

1 deci sion 

412. Regard ing t he inadequacy of t he seat of Court : The Court is faced wit h the 

unaccept able lack of space of its premises which is the temporary seat provided by 

the Fede ral Repub lic of Niger ia in 2002. Tha t is why it is imperative to provide the 

Court with a suitable building an d adapted with adequate offices for judges and staff 

as we ll as courtrooms, a library, reading room and computer unit. 

413. Regarding access to the Court : In order to facilitate access to th e Court and to 

mi ni mize lega l cost s for t he app licants, it is important to al low the introduction of 

applications by opening sub-regist ries in ECOW AS nationa l units of Member States, 

and t o amend existing laws particu larly in terms of the Ru les of Court, the possibility 

of access to the Court throu gh electronic mean s. On the whole, the ECOWAS Court 

of Ju st ice plays a crucial role and it will be necessary to encourage it further for 

better performance and visibility. Th is contribu t es to the vision 2020. 
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CONCLUSION 

414. The 2013 Interim Report provides an in -de pth analysis on acti vities ca rri ed out during 

the period under review. It ascertain s that the gu ide li nes for the implementation of 

t he Commission's 2013 work programme have been str ictly ad hered to . 

415. As regard s the economic si tu ation, growth in the global economy is anticipa t ed to 

ga in momentum in the second half of 2013 . Overall , the IMF's forecast for glo bal 

growth has been revised upward to 3.3 percent in 2013 and an increase to 4.1 

percent in 20 14. In sub-Sahara Afri ca growth is expect ed to be 5. 4 driven by furth er 

increases in output from th e natural resources sector, whi ch underpins ris in g fi scal 

expenditure, espec iall y in in fra stru ctu re proj ect s. Growth forecasts for West Af rica 

would be positive and is project ed to grow at 7.0% in 2013 from 6.6% in 2012. Th e 

key growth drivers include th e expected hi gh demand for mine rals and 

hydrocarbon s, improved produ ction in th e agricul tural sector and conso lidation of 

growth in th e major ECOWAS economies such as Nige ri a (7.2%) , Cot e d'ivoi re (8.0%) 

, Ghana (6 .9 %) and Senega l (4.0%). 

416 . In t erms of reg ion al infrastru cture, the Commissio n is taking measures to im prove 

th e effi ciency of interconn ecti vity project s in all th e ECOWAS Member States, 

including the West Afri ca n Gas Pipeline. Th e Co nst ruction of Joint Border Posts 

(JBPs) at Seme/Krake (N iger ia/Ben in ) and Noepe (Ghana/Togo) is ongoing. In th e Air 

Transport Sub-sector, the Commission is implementing a "Single Afr ica Sky" project 

t o rep lace th e existi ng ground base air naviga t ion aids by a sa tel lite-base syst em. As 

regards the W est Africa n rail ma st er plan , th e Commi ss ion has launched a process 

for detail ed engineering studi es of th e hi ghest rankin g link co nn ecting th e Abidjan

Ou aga dougo u railway line to the re public of Nige r. 

417. In th e domain of Peacekeeping and Regional Security, the attempt ed in surgence in 

southern Mali in January 2013 saw immediate re sponses th at resulted in an Afr ica

led Internation al Support Mi ssion to Mali (AFISMA). The intervention of a 

multin ati ona l force comp ri sing of ECOWAS member states and suppo rted by the 

French Forces (SERVAL) significantly cu rtail ed the activities of the in su rgents th ereby 

secu rin g the major northern citi es of Kidal , Gao and Timbuktu . 

418. Significant progress in th e im pl ementa tion of mult ilateral surve ill ance programmes 

on th e economic perform ances of M emb er St at es ha s also been achieved. The 

Commi ss ion, in co llaboration wi th the West Afri ca n Monetary Agency (WAMA) and 

th e West Afri can Monetary In stitute (WAMI), conducted joint surveillance mi ss ions 

t o ECOWAS Member Sta t es to evaluate the stat us of macroeconomic co nve rgence 

in the region and assess prospects for th e first half 2013. As part of ongo ing efforts 

progress toward s the rea li za tion of th e ECOWAS Single Cu rrency innitiative, the 

Commission organized a meeting of th e interi nstitution al sub-committee to evaluate 

th e sta tu s of imp lementation of acti vities ou tlin e in t he road map of the Sin gle 

Currency programme ... Progre ss was also been made in finaliz ing and va lidating the 
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study report on th e harmoni zation of publi c debt management and Public 

Procurement procedures and practi ces in ECOWAS Member States. 

419 . With regard s to privat e secto r developme nt, considerab le progress has been mad e 

on the formulation of th e Co mmon Investment Code (CIC) and ECOWAS Investment 

Policy (ECOWIP) . Also, a stud y on th e establi shment of cro ss- bord er payment and 

settlement system s in ECOWAS wa s com mi ss ion ed. 

420. In the area s of Trade, Customs and Free Movement, the Commission ha s fina lized th e 

document With respect to th e Economic Partn ersh ip Agreement (EPA) betwee n 

West Africa and the EU. Th e docum ent ha s been subm itted to th e Ministerial 

Monitoring Committee of th e EPA, which subsequ ently adopted it but 

recommended for furthe r ana lys is to be done at the national leve l. On finali sing th e 

ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) me chani sm, the draft text s were adopted at 

th e Extraordinary meeting of th e ECOWAS Mini st ers of Finan ce held in Praia, Cap e 

Verde . 

421. With re spect to agricultural development , the Comm iss ion is strengthening th e 

implementation of the Regional Agricultural Investment Programme (RAIP) with 

particular focus on th e promotion of strategic products for food security and 

sovereignty . 

422 . These achievements are quite encouragin g. It is therefore important that th e 

Comm iss ion con tinues its efforts in the following areas: 

The quest for long-te rm so lution to the conflicts in Mali and Guinea Bi ssau 

with a view to mai ntaining pea ce and stability in the region; 

The implementation of stimulu s policies for sustainable growth through th e 

formulation and implementation of appropriate macroeconomic policies by 

Member States, particularly in meeti ng the co nvergence crit eri a in order to 

fa st track the ECOWAS Single Currency proj ect 

More efforts to address the regional infrastructu re challenges as well as its 

regional food security drive with a view to mitigatin g constra ints on th e fre e 

movement of people and th e growing fo od in security in th e region; 

Acceleration of th e effective implementat ion of the ECOWAS Trad e 

Lib eralization Schem e (ETLS) 

Finalization of th e EPA negotiation s with a view t o th e signing of a 

development-ori ented agreement in conformity w ith th e efforts being mad e 

toward s acce lerating regiona l integration in West Afri ca. 

The monitoring of th e impl ementation of the ex istin g regulations on th e 

Community Levy and free moveme nt of goods, pe rso ns and ri ght of re sidence 

are full y impl em ented by all Member States . 
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