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Honourable Host Minister o~ Finance of Burkina Fas0 1 

Honourab le Chairman of Council, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Your Excellencies, Members o~ the Diploma tic Corps, 

Mr. Secretary-General ot CEAO, 

Mr. Managing Director 0"':' ECOWAS Fund, 

Mr. Secretary-General of CILSS 

Esteemed Invited Guests , 

Distinguished Delegates, 

My Colleagues in the Service or the In~titutions ot our 

Communi tv. 

Ladies and Gentleme n . 

It is wi th great JOY that I add my voice to those o'f 

the Honourable Chairman of Council and our host Minister. 

to welcome Members 0;:' Council "nd the ir delegations to this 

Twenty-fifth Session ot the Council of Ministers. On mv own 

behalf and on behalf ot my coll eagues in the service of the 

Community, as well as on behalf of everyone arriving here tor 

the 1989 ECOWAS Annual Meetings, I should like to express 

our deepest gratitude to His Exc e llency Captain Blaise COMPAORE, 

Chairman of the Popular Front, Head of State and Head ot 

Government , and to the Burkinabe Government and People for 

accepting so readily to host these Statutory Meetings . We are 

all verv appreciative c~· . the warm and fraternal welcome as 

well as the generous hospitality ot our gracious hosts. The 

e xcell ent facilities provided by the Burkinabe Government are 

contrib uting immens e ly to our prepa rations for the 1989 

ECOWAS Summi to;:' the Heads 0;:' Sta te and Government . 

. . / .. 
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I ~ee l deeply honoured and privileged to be able to 

present thi s Annual Repo rt on the activities o~ our Community 

t o the Twentv- ~i ~th session o~ the Council of Ministers. With 

an abiding sense 0: gratitude, I wish to seize this o pportu­

n i tv to s pecial l v ack nowledge the honour confe rred on me b v 

His Ex cellencv. Ma jor- Genera l Dr. Jose ph Saidu MOMOH, 

Pr~sident of the Republ i c o~ Sierra Le one a nd his Gove rnment 

in nominating me to s e rve 8S the Executive Secretary of 

ECOWAS. 

In the same v e i n, I would like to expres s mv humbl e 

appreciation to the current Chairman o~ the Authoritv) 

His Excellency, Alhaj i Dawda Kairaba JAWARA, President 0":' tLe 

Repub lic o~ The Gambi a a nd a founding tather o~ the Community 

for a ppointing me to this exa lted o~~ ic e and f or initiating 

me into ECOWAS with much ~a therlv advice and guidance. Here , 

I shoul d a lso like to make a public acknowledgement o~ the 

privil e ge and honour accorded me b v all the ECOWAS Heads 

of State and Gove rnment during mv o~ficial visits to the ir 

capital s . Their Excellencies warmly received me in audience, 

expres s ing the ir approbation ~or mv a ppointment. I am 

particularly grate 'f:'ul t o The ir Excellencies, General 

Ibrahim Badamasi BABANGIDA, Preside nt o~ the Fe deral Republic 

o~' Nigeria, Gen e ral Gna ss ingb e EYA DEMA , Pres iden t ot' the 

Togolese Republic and Mr. Abdou DIOUF, Pres i dent o f the 

Re public of Senegal for facilitating mv v isit s to capitals 

bv graciously making available to me the use of their 

preSidential a ir c ra~t. 

Mav I also t ake this opportunity to thank a ll 

Ministers r esponsib l e 'for ECO\tlAS A(,,:'a irs in Member States 

f or making mv countrv visits the success it was, and for 

their advice and kind words of encourageme nt. Pe r mit me, 

Honourabl e Memb e rs o t Council \ to s i ngle out tor spa cial 
\ 

mention, the invaluable ass i s t ance of your Chairman, the 

Honourable Mbemba JATTA, the Ministe r ot' Economic Planning 

and indu s trial Development o~ Th e Gambia . The Honourable 

.. / .. 
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Minister has truly merged his ~unctions as Chairman oi 

Council with hi s normal ~inisterial duties, and h as success­

~ully and dilige ntly attended to 811 ECOWAS matters in a most 

9dmirable mann e r. All this has helped me tremendously in my 

~irst ~ew months in oitice. 

Honourab le Ministe rs , 

The Annual Report tor the period 1988/89 which had 

been circulated to capitals and is now betorG Council, begins 

with a review o~ economic conditions in the West African sub­

region. Following thi s , there is a det a iled account oi the 

periormance of the Institutions o~ the Community. The Report 

thcn goes on to indica t e what the focus o t' the Community's 

Work Programme wOu~d be ~0r the months ahead . The Report 

e n ds with some c oncluding r ema rks and obse rvations. 

I n stead o~ touching upon each point raised in the 

Report ; mv int en tion in this Note o~ Presentation is to 

highl igh t only a t'ew, but kEN, issues to which I wish to 

invite the special a tten tion o f this session of Council. 

Honourab le Minis t e rs , 

The e c onomi c situa tion in the sub-region continues 

to be a source o~ great conc e rn. The depressed or sluggish 

commodity prices, the excruciating debt servi ce burden, 

obsolete technology , and the protectionist practices of 

industrial countries, to name just a few , have comb~ned to 

curtail most s everelv our ability to implement our national 

a djustment 3nd reform programmes, ~inance critical imports , 

rehabilitate existing in~rastructure , not to speak of n ew 

c evelopment pro jecto so vita l for recoyerv and growth . Thus, 

in spit-e oi all the ef":'ort an d sacrifice we are making , 

Wes t Africa is vet to overcome the e conomic crisis . 

. . / .. 
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There is a remarkable convergence o~ opinion among 

our Member St3tes that the r e are indeed structural weaknesses 

in our e conomies and these must be addressed and reformed. 

And they are already doing 80 9 whether the reform programme 

is autochthonou s or externally inf luenced and ~inanced. There 

may be di~~erences of opinion on the pace and scope of re~orm 

and on its success to date. Th e ~act o~ the matter is that 

the re~orming process is going on in everyone of our Member 

countri e s? and evidence abounds, testi~ying to the zeal and 

determination of our Goyernmen~s to succee d. 

So, theretore, we must ~i rst of all publicly 

acclaim the c,ourage and commitment o'!:' the l't.ember States in 

undertaking such a di ff icult task. We wish them every success, 

~or we, at Community level, have a real stake in the measures 

e ach Member State is takin g to r eve rse its domestic economic 

decline ; for the success or otherwise o~ these measures are 

bound to impact heavily upon the integration process in our 

sub-region. 

Having said that , permit me, Honourable Chairman , 

to draw a ttention to at least three issues. First, considering 

the p e rsistence o~ the economic crisis in the fa ce of the 

mounting social cost ot the current re~orm programmes, and 

the severe strains they h ave put on development and sub­

regional integration , is it not l e gitimate to ask if addressing. 

ourselves primarily to macro-economic issues was the best we 

could have attempted? 

Secondly, as the social repercussions of the current 

recove ry or adjustment programmes continue to pose serious 

p roblems to Member States ~ is the re not a need to take 

urgent ~ teps to alleviate the social cos t ot these reform 

and adjustment policies and give them a "human t'ace"? We 

say thi s , because economie s ex ist to serve the populace and 

.. / .. 
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not the other way around; and that without a populace there 

will b e no economy. It is well to keep in focus that the 

acqui e scence o~ the populace who have so far borne the 

privations of adjustment with admirable equanimity, has come 

about mainly because of the promises of:ered of a brighter 

and b e tter 'future . It is most vi tal that such promises are 

fulfilled i f f uture di~ficulties are to be averted. We 

strong.L y advocate; there '-:'ore , that as 'fiscal re 'forms are put 

into place , as market forces reign supreme and welfare 

programmes arc on the retreat, so s h ou ld equal attention be 

given to thG social cons e quences ot reform policies and to 

the public investment progran~e s as the engine s of growth 

and equi tv . 

Thirdlv , the ev i dence so far suggests the urgency 

of the prob l e ms ~ac in g national governments in the sub­

r e gion h a v u t ~ndcc to lead to the adoption o f uncoordinated 

short , t e r m de~en s ive measures, aimed mainly at insulating 

t h e n a ti on a l ocon omv trom the ravages of external forces 

And in~J uenc es. This is so , to the extent tha t even where 

a machine ry f o r j o int c onsultation exists, among regional 

partners, no e~fective use has b e e n made ot it. Indeed. there 

is abundant evidenc e to sugge st that o lde r reform programmes , 

espeCially those int luenc c d b v the multilateral ~inancial 

ins ti tu tions, did not give s u;:'-,: icient weight to regional 

integration ; some actually down- played it. The n e t etfect' 

has b een that these traditional models o~ recovery or 

adjustment progra~~e s have deprived countries in the sub­

region o~ the a dvantages they could have derived from a 

regional approach to the economic crisis . 

It was against this backdrop that the ECOVlAS 

Mi nisters ot Planning met in Dakar in April this year to 

revi ew the implementation of the ECOWAS Economic Recoverv 

Programme . Their report is b efore this Council for conside­

ration. The Planning Ministers have called f or closer 

.. / .. 
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consultation among national policy-makers , ~or an objective 

review o~ national recovery programmes and a more regionally­

ori ented approach to the e conomic problems facing Member States. 

I invite Council to give the r e port its closest 

attention. 

Mo reover , whichever way we look at our problems, 

it is obvious that West Af rica' cannot make any meaningful 

h 8a dwa v unles s there is a significant improvement in the 

internati onal environment . We stand in great ne e d of a 

substantial net int low ot development resources on highlv 

conc essionary t e rms. This is why Council is a l so b e ing 

invite d to initiate a special r eso lution to be Adopted by the 

Authority on the ninth r ep l eni shmen t o f IDA (IDA-9). The 

IDA - 9 r e solution \, < 'chc Au t ho r i ty should urge f or ready and 

ge n e r ou s partiC i pation bv all countries, especially the most 

inductr i 8 1 ised cQunt r i es s the Group o~ Seve n and to at least 

mainta i n A~rica's share o~ those resources at 50%, as under 

IDA 8 , in o rde r to help sus tain the re f orm programmes 

presentlv b e ing implemented in the Member States. 

The improveme n t in the i nte rnati onal climate includes 

substantial a b solute ' debt r e duction and other ~orms o~ debt 

re li e~ . The internati~nal community should pass from the 

cons ide r a tion o~ ' proposals as contained in the Toronto 

Declaration and the Bra dy Statement to concrete action like 

the debt canc e llation package rec ently announced by the 

French President , lVIr. Frcm<;fois MITTERAND . We ought to applaud 

the French President tor this bold initiative and urge other 

major creditor nations which have not y e t done so to tollow 

this shining example. Howe ve r, within the ECOWAS sub-region , 

the two so- called middl e - income c ountries have economic 

structure s and problems not di~t erent f rom , and no less 

severe than what obtains in the other tourte en Member States . 

Within the West African sub - region , one debtor is like any 

other and the ravourable treatment b e ing demanded should be 

.. / .. 
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extended to every ECOWAS country. A debtor country r emains a 

deb tor coun try no matter its classi r'ication . What is n eeded ? 

and needed urgently > in our sub -- region is substantial debt 

~orgiveness wha tever the shibboleth used to describe it. 

Having said ·all this, l e t mc end this part ot' mv 

presentation bv calling on all concerned, governmen t s and 

popul a ce alike, to appreciate the urgent priority ot reform 

programmes tor correcting the ills ot our various economies. 

It is certainly not a time to show fladjuGtment t'atigue" ; nor 

is it a time ~or despair . Adjustment is painstaking t di~~icult 

and long-term . But we cannot a(~ord to rel ent and the struggle 

must simplv continue ,:or there is really n o 8redible 

alternative. 

Honourab le Ministers, 

It I mav now turn to the performance o~ the Community 

itsel t . It will be seen ~rom the Report be~ore Council that 

the Institutions o~ the Community have spent the last tew 

months ~ul~illing the direc tives given bv Council at its 

last session at Banjul, in De cember? 1988. From the account 

given in Chapter III ot the neport it will be appreciated 

that the Institutions covered a wider ground than the Banjul 

directives. Indeed, I have gained the distinct impressions 

upon a preliminarY study of the wide scope ot cooperation 

ac tivity ot the C6mmunitv , that there is a definite need tor 

a certa in amount ot prioritisation and reorientation, in 

order to give a sharper focus to the West African integration 

process. To dat~. it seems to me that the Community has been 

spreading itse lttoo thinly across a v arie ty ot cooperation 

programmes wi thin the constraint3 o'f a limited resource 

base. Prospects o f this resource base improving substantially 

in the near tu ture remain problematiC. It. there fo re, 

~ ccomes neC~SSQrv that some prioritisation ot Community 

ac tivities be unde rtaken , and this I am already dOing, in­

h ouse. 

. . / .. 
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This suggestion is a lso being made against the back­

drop of the unre lenting s ncio-ec onomic conditi ons in Member 

Sta t es, t he difficulties enc ounte r ed with c ontributi ons t o 

the ope r a ti onal budge t of t he Secre tari a t and the other thirty­

odd sub-reg i ona l i nter- gove rnmenta l or ganis a ti ons (IGO's), and 

a lso a3a inst the backdrop of continuing r e f or m and r estructuring 
p r ogr amme s of Membe r States. I f economic coope r a ti on and inte­

gr at i on are t o make the expected contributi on t o the deve l op­

ment of the sub-reg i on , t he rati onalisati on that our Heads of 

State and Gove rnment gave voice t o in 1983 will have t o be 

app r oached with utmost seri ousness , and with the necessary 

degr ee . of convicti on and commi tment. As has j ust be en s o ap tly 

urged by t he Cha irman of C ouncil ~ Honourab l e r. i n i s ters should 
impress upon our Heads of Sta te he ur gency fo r an unequivocal 

pr onounc emen t on t his po litical ma tte r . Structura l adjustment 

s houl d no t ' ust s t op a t na tio na l f r onti ers ; it should be ex­

t ended als o t o the l a r ge number of IGOs in the sub-regi on 

which arc making continuou s demands on the limited financi a l 

re s urces of our sub- r eg i on. 

I am de ep l y encouraged by the new r ead iness of the dec i-

sion- making or gans of ou r Communi t y t o t ake a ver y clos e 

l oo k into thi " ma t te r. ii nistc r s wi ll r eca ll tha t in 198 4 the 

Authority t ook a decision t o authoris e ECOWJ\.S t o manage the 

r es ources a lloca t ed t o We st Afric a unde r the Pe gi ona l Coope ra­

tion Cha r t e r of the 1hi rd ACP/EEC Conventi on fo r and on behalf 

of the sixteen Membe r State s of our Community. The Authority 

f urthe r direc ted the Executive Secreta ry t o work clos e ly, with 

the Commiss ion of the Eur opean Communities, t o ensure the 

effective imp l ementa ti on of tha t decision. Tha t decision wa s 

t a ken some fiv e years ago . To da te, nothing ha s happened, and 

it is no t f or want of effort on the par t of the Executive Secre ­

taria t. Wha t we have found is t ha t thi s ma nda t e was no t ex ­

clusive t o EC OWAS; simila r manda t e s were given t o o the r rGOs 

in the sub-reg i on each of whom pr oceeded t o tende r thei r 



- 9 -

mandat e t o the EEC. C on~ron t ed with this situation ~ it is 

understandab le why the EEC ha s shown great reluctance to 

treat the vast ma jority o~ the IGOs with seriousness in terms 

o~ the granting of ac c ess to it s Reg i onal Fund. 

Against this background, it is most important that this 

issue b e g ive n se ri ous att8ntion b y Coun c il . We would r ecommend 

that the Ex e cutive Secretaria t 01:' ECOWAS s h ould bE: g iven the 

role of coordinating the requests o~ all the IGOs in the sub­

region ~or aC8ess to the EEC Reg iona l Fund; s e condly that a 

substantial sharE: o~ the regional tunds a llocated to West 

A 1:~rica should go t o ECOWAS ~'o r the purpos e o ~' p r omoting regional 

integra tion; and thirdl v that the ECOWAS Am]- assadors in Brussels 

s hould be mandate d, in collaboration with the ECOWAS , t o 

n ego ti a t e et~e ctivelv with a vi ew to en suring a direct access 

h v IGOs t o the EEC Regional Fund und e r the Lome IV Convention , 

n ow be ing negot iated , as we ll a~ ensuring that a s ubstantial 

part o~ the Regiona l Fund i s allocated t o Wes t Africa. 

There can ~ e no doubt that we nE: ed to rationalise and 

re-ori entat e ou r inte gration a ctivities within the sub-region. 

Meanwhil e I p r opose that we begin wi thin ECOWAS i tsel 't' this 

important e x e rcis e aimed a t r e - orientating , p ri o ritising a nd 

streamlining the areas o~ s u b-regiona l c oop e rati on . In this 

context , I wish to propose that we put the p r omo tion of intra ­

Communi tv trade up permost on the agen da ot' p riori ti e s in the sub ­

region in the y ea rs immed i a tely ahead, including also the 

n e cessary supportive measures in related trade-de velopment sub ­

sectors. I s h all now proceed t o ind icate what the Community i s 

a lready do ing in these p ri ority a reas. 

The t opmos t p rio rity coopera tion programme in thi s new 

o rder i s the single sut -regional trade liber a lisa tic n scheme . 

In line with the c onc erns expres sed bv the Au tho ritv a t 

its 1987 Summit s eve rythin g h as ~een d GL~ to faci litate the 

t akd - o~t ot the schGme . I t ~ ~ ~xpec ted that th e new take-

of~ date o f Janu 2r J ~. ;)8 0 will b e ~ormallv announced bv 

.. / .. 
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the Authority, and Council is therefore ur ged t o make the 
relevant tecommendation to the Authority. I should like to 
emphasise that the effective take-off of the scheme is, how­
ever s dependent upon the full payment of Member States' 
contributions t o the compensatory budget before December 31, 
1989 . The Executive Secretariat has already notified all the 
Member States c onc e rned ~ and I have pers ona lly taken the opp or­
tunity to reinforcing this notice during my recent visits t o 
Member States; Since there are cnly six months t o go, Council 
is beins call ed upon to make an ur3ent a?peal by resolution to 
the Member States to take the necessary steps t o meet this 
particular financial ob ligation on schedule. 

In r ecognition of the dire need t o deve l op and f acilitate 
intra-Community trade, a number of other coope rati on pro gra­
mmes have been adopted and are be ing implemented . TIle Annual 
Report t ouches on progress re gistered with res pect t o the 
ASYCUDA System , programming and harmonisati on of trade fairs 
held within the sun-re gion, and the improvement of the quality 
and presentation of West African pr oducts . 

With respect t o the Community programme on the promotion 
of commerce- or iented production and trade re- orientation, I 
wish to invite Council t o take special note of the big boost this 
? r ogramme has received during the pe riod under review. The 
government of Italy has generously provided a ~rant of 2.7 
million dollars in suppo rt of the pr oject jointly prepared by 
the Executive Secretariat and the Internati onal Trade Centre 
(ITC) in Geneva. This project is most vital to the West African 
integration pr ocess as a catalyst for overcoming the strongly­
entrenched trade practices existing between individual ECOWAS 
Member States and overseas metropolitan countries. 

Honourable Ministers, 

One of the important cooperation proErammes that ought 

to receive equal attention as a support measure for the deve­

lopment and expansion of intra-Community' trade i s the free 
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movement of persons. The meeting of ECOWl S Ministers r es­
ponsi ble for Internal Affai rs a t Banjul earli er this year 
reviewed the implementation of the Community's immigration 
protocols. Some of the findings are most disquieting . Clearly, 
a stronger commitment t o the principle of free movement of 
Community citi zens across na ti ona l bo r de rs is needed. If 
ECOWAS is about the integrati on of the economies of the sub­
re gi on, then , by definition, we must start with the inte?ra­
tion of our citizens. We must commit ourselves irrevocably 
and unequivoc ab ly t o the actualityof fr eedom of movement, for 
it is the sine qua non of the very surviva l, anI much more, of 
the progress and development of the Community. I trust that 
Council will ~ ive its full suppo rt t o the important rec ommen~ 
da ti ons submitted by t he Ministers of Internal Affairs, propo­
sing remedial action a t both Communi ty and na tiona 1 l evels; 

Ano ther important support me asure is the Community Mone ­
tary Cooperati on Programme. It must be admitted tha t progress 
on this matter has been rather disappointing, especially if 
one recalls the stroDe de sire the Authority expressed for 

moneta ry integration during the Conakry Summit of 1983. We 
need t o accelerate the pace . It is imp ortant t ha t all Member 
States make known t o the Governors of their Centra l Yanks 
the political commitment of the Community 's leadership to this 
programme. 

The re gul a r production integrati on programmes in t he 
fields of industry and agriculture woul d ~lso have t o be r e ­
oriented t o boost intr~- Community trade in the short t o medium­
term. This concern will be t aken into account in the formu­
lation of the general industri a lisati on pr ogramme , and more 
especially, in the design of the sub-regi onal industrial master 
plan. In furtherance of the general ob jective of production 
integr a tion, the Community will concentra te on the promotion 

. I .. 
of r eg i onal projects in such vital areas ~s ' fertilizers, pesti-

cides , seed multiplicati on and catt1e ·*reeding. 
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One of t he mai n issues consi dered at the Twenty-third 
meeting of the Board of Directors was the Study on "Enhancing 
the Financial Re s ources of the ECOWAS Fund - an examinati on 
of Eurther issues". Discussj 0ns on this issue led the Board 
t o rec ommend the setting up of a Ministeria l Committe e t o 

assist the C0mmunity ~ ursue the ma tt er f urther. 

A six-member Committee has bee n ~ r opo se(! t o Council 
specifically t o take account of the needs as well as the con­
straints of ~mber State s for amore effective integr a tion of 
the ob jectives of the enhanced Fund within the sub-reg i ona l 
environment, in order t o pr ovide devel opment fi nancing . This 

integrati on will have to r eflect the need for a mcr0 effective 
rati onalisati on of West Af r ican inter- ~overnmental organisations 
in genera l and those r es, onsi ble f or development fin ancing in 

pa rticular. The Committee will a lso be r equired t o vr opo se 
mechanisms f or maximum resources mohilisation in collaboration 
with the partner non-regional members. We look forward to the 
success of the Committee 's efforts in this regard, as I am 
confident it will. 

I salute the f or esi sht of our leade rs fo r p lacin~ so 
much importance on the physical integrati on of the sub- regio n. 

For , a t an ear ly stage of the We st African inte~ra tion proces s, 
the Authority ado~ te d sub~· regional transpor t and communic a tions 
deve l opment pr ogrammes. ECOWAS can nm" point wi th justi­
fiable pride t o the substantial progress made in this fiel d . 
The indicati ons are tha t our partners in development will 

continue t o suppo rt these prog rammes and , on beha lf of the 
Instituti ons of the Communi ty , I pled?e our r ead ines s t o 
explore every available avenue t o mobilis e the resources needed 

for the implementa tion of these infra~structural ;:programiJt€s. 

Honourab l e Ministers, 
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to cope with the intricacies of the First Industrial 

Revolution ; Against this backdrop wha t should we do in our 

sub-region? There can be only answer. I f ever there was a 

time West Africa. needed t o revitalise and re-energise its e lf 
to accelerate its own process of integration, tha t time is now. 

If we temporise a nd wait until 1992 is upo n us before we 

begin t o grope for s oluti ons , i f we he li eve th~t be tter times 

mi gh t be with us s oon, not only will this be a subterfuge f or 

in-action, we would actually have condemned our gener a ti on a nd 

fu ture gene r a tions to perpe tual doom· ' I be li eve we mus t ac t ~ 

and act now . To fa cilita t e a be tter understanding of the issue 

a t stake and how best the sub-region can promo te or de f end its 

in t erest, we have sought permission thr ou gh the Ministers of 

Economic P lannin~ to undertake an indep th study d Europe 1992 and 

its effects on We st Afric a . 111E: ir rep ort is before Council for 

c onsidera ti on. One canno t over -emphasise the need for such a 

study: in these difficult and unc ertain times it will be in 

the interest of none of our Member Sta t e s t e sit ba ck and wait 

for the consetuences of Europe 1992 t o unfold before groring 
f or s olutions' 

Unfortunately, Honourab l e Ministers 9 Member States cannot 

c omp letely escape the indictme nt tha t on many Community coope­

ration matters> they have been sitting ba ck a l o t . ECOWAS has 

an impressive array of adop te d Community Acts a nd Decisions 

----------------------~----------- .A 
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nm.r Pr o t:oco ls 0 Ha·ther v \lG srlOul~ C:l.l l)a ~:k o n cems !" li.u.cn: .... ng \..hc 

(jains w e lii..tV e .a chieved Lin8l:: 1 ~ 7 5 " Ly ~:.:. h0 COhIDlUnl ·t y l auncDi.n g &n 
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.L a l,l CCl."Cai.Il 'Li la '': !..lUcJ. l a :::n::.c.c~ cc<JY ~,.711 1 YH~lu k) "';·l~t e:...· 

J.:esu lU;; v 0C:.!caus c: r aL ::"' C!c1uy f '..:.hc I:.: x(; cm..: i V G Jt:c£C:'car ia·t has begun 

to l:eCl.!i. ve pos l-.:i V0 i . .-csponscs '':'0 Ely call ~ ... iu. :C 2..ny hly vi i ic}.al 

prm::oc l~ 0 

f o r a quicker pace oi :catif i c&~lOn of 

haPi->Y I~ {) .i n form C0uI1c ~, 1 ··':'-·l ct"\.: c tH';- -ueL!n 

Janua:..:y an J'U.fl0 b l i..5 year,. ._he s:. 'CU2.tl.Oll ha s :J..h proveu drar,m 'ci­

cully anJ n o fC!\:(~ .L: ~..:h<:UL "i il \.;!I.l1)(:,c S ',-ct-:':L!S hav e :':Eh:.if :..uCl c:no: lea:::;'c 

~,;j l:> r o'cocols g \ll.U .. Gl"lunci -':o i.)ping 'clio list U:;'"Cil 22 i ollo uc;d o y 

.::>ier r<:l LGon~ 'ill t.i 21 n .l.c.lf :...ca·i.;.:;'o:ns r "1_l"i.::11 o nly ·..;"'wlu S i:c:n:es \llL ,CH 
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h ad ratified 19 Protocols wh en I assumed o~~ice a littl e over 

4 months ago. 

Similarly, the Secretari ~ t is mak in g a humcl e appeal 

t o all Member States to commit themselves to a new pledge: t o 

liquidate as quickly as pussible all the ou t standin g arrea r s 

of contributions without ~urther delav. For those unable to do 

so immedi a t elv, I would like t o suggest they pay in quarterly 

instalments over a maximum period of twelve (1 2 ) months commen­

cing f r om 1st Julv 1989 . During this session of Council a dra~t 

r esolut i on will be presented for your considera t ion on thi s all 

impor t ant matter a s well as on the quest i on of the r a ti~ ic a ti on 

o~ Protoco ls and Convent i ons . 

He r e aga in, I do n ot think this will be an exercise in 

futility, if ou r exper i ence in the last four months is anything 

t o go b v. Sinc e I took office and s e t about chasing after 

outstanding c ont ribu tions the response has been v e ry encouraging. 

Between the 1st Febru a rv thi s vear ond vesterdav , June 24, 1989 

the Executive Secretariat h as either received in its accoun ts or 

been noti~ied of firm commitments of fund trans~ers through the 

banning svstem to the tune o~ over six million, three hundred 

a nd for tv- six thousand , sev e n hundred and ninety-one US do ll a rs 

(US $6,346, 791) f r om thirteen (13) Member Sta tes . This morning. 

I was in~ormed bv the delegation or Nigeria that the sum of 

about US$2.2 mill i on has been paid into our ac c oun t . This amount 

added, we have to date c o ll e cted ove r $8.5 million s inc e 

Feb rua rv thi s y ea r . 

Hon ourab l e Minis t ers, 

Th e h ard truth i s that West A~rica has to wake up and 

bes tir i t sel1:'. We h ave t o rekindle the sp iri t ot' ECOWAS and r evi­

t al i se regional integration. Our sub-region possesses the poten­

tial to meet all the socio - economic aspirat i ons of its peoples, 

and i n the few areas where we have focussed attent ion in the 

pas t 5 we h ave s h own proo1:' that ECOWAS c an achi eve r e sul ts. 

It is this desire t o h r ea the new life i nto our organisa ­

tion and t o be a t the fore~runt a lwa y s that certain proposals 

hav~ been put forward by the Institutions of the Communitv for the 

cun side r a ti un 0~ Council. One th~ i ssue Uf envirunmental piotec ­

ti 0n , fo r exnmple the internationa l c~mmunity has ~ailed t u agreed 
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Honou r .:>.blc flj.n:i.stc;~~. v 

EC0 \lt-i,) i.G H~_d::"-LnO\m (,n~ :'::s..::..n l y c..:S ·.:C:ibL :s..'-l1(;;;u ; ~. _ '-.~c 
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prc vide us with ano ther. The h a rsh r ea lity ot our times is that 

We st Africa i s exper i encing a cr i si s ot un~recedented proportions 

a n d the only viaLl e op tion lies in the r evitalisa tion an d 

intensitica tion at sub - regional e c o n omic deve l opment and inte­

gration. We must e mb a rk on thi s r evital isot ion urgently because 

any turthe r delay , any turthe r t e mpo rising - in etfect , any 

~urther ta ilure t o r ecogn i ze an d confront the is s u es of in te ­

gration h ea d- on - will c ondemn ou r s ub-region t o a pe riod o~ 

unimaginable miserY and a n guish. We must not allow tha t to 

h appen and I am tu lly c on~ id ent that all Member States will 

ri se triumphantly to thes e chall en ges. Our consci e nces and c ommit­

ments must be re awakened ond l e t it be said that we iBaugur'~ted 

that pro c ess h ere in Ou agadou gou. 

Honourab le Ministers, 

Di s tin guished Ladie s a nd Ge n tl emen, 

I wish Council eve ry success in its de libe r a tions a nd 

I thank y e u a ll tor y our kind a tte ntion. 


