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Honourable Host Minister of Finance of Burkina Faso,
Honourable Chairman ot Council,

Honourable Ministers,

Your Excellencies, Members or the Diplomatic Corps,
Mr. Secretary-General ot CEAO,

Mr. Managing Director ot ECOWAS Fund,

Mr. Secretarv-General ot CILSS

Esteemed Invited Guests,

Distinguished Delegates,

My Colleagues in the Service of the Institutions ot our

Communitv,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is with great joy that I add my voice to those of
the Honourable Chairman of Council and our host Minister,
to welcome Members of Council -nd their delegations to this
Twenty~-titth Session ot the Council of Ministers. On my own
behalf and on behalf of my colleagues in the service of the
Community, as well as on behalt of evervone arriving here TYor
the 1989 ECOWAS Annual Meetings, I should like to express
our deepest gratitude to His Excellencv Captain Blaise COMPAORE,
Chairman oT the Popular Front, Head of State and Head oT
Government, and to the Burkinabé Government and Pecple Tor
accepting so readily to host these Statutory Meetings. We are
all verv appreciative c¢f the warm and Traternal welcome as
well as the generous hospitalitv of our gracious hcosts. The
excellent tTacilitices provided by the Burkinabe Government are
contributing immensely to our preparations for the 1989
ECOWAS Summit of the Heads ot State and Government.




I <eel deeplv honoured and privileged to be able to
present this Annual Report on the activities o7 our Communitv
to the Twentv-fiTth session ot the Council oY Ministers. With
an abhiding sense of gratitude, I wish to seize this opportu-
nity to speciallv acknowledge the honour conterred on me bv
His Excellency, Major-General Dr. Joseph Saidu MOMOH,
Président o7 the Republic of Sierra Leone and his Government
in nominating me to serve as the Executive Secretarv o7
ECOWAS.

In the same vein, I would like to express my humble
appreciation to the current Chairman ot the Authority,
His Excellency, Alhaji Dawda Kairaba JAWARA; President ot the
Republic ot The Gambia and a tounding ftather ot the Communitv
for appointing me to this exalted office and Tor initiating
me into ECOWAS with much Tatherlv advice and guidance. Here,
I should also like to make a public acknowledgement o7 the
privilege and honour accorded me bv all the ECOWAS Heads
o State and Government during myv ot'ticial visits to their
capitals. Their Excellencies warmlv received me in audience,
expressing their approbation 7or mv appointment. I am
particularlv grateful to Their Excellencies, General
Ibrahim Badamasi BABANGIDA, President o< the Federal Republic
o7 Nigeria, General Gnassingbe EYADEMA, President of the
Togolese Kepublic and Mr. Abdou DIOUF, President of the
Republic of Senegal Tor Tacilitating mv visits to capitals
bv graciously making available to me the use of their

presidential aircraftt.

May I also take this opportunitvy to thank all
Ministers responsible Tor ECOWAS Atrairs in Member States
Tor making mv countrv visits the success it was, and fTor
their advice and kind words oT encouragement. Permit me,
Honourable Members ot Council, to single out fTor special
ﬁention, the invaluable assistance of your Chairman, the
Honourable Mbemba JATTA, the Minister ot Economic Planning

and Industrial Development of The Gambia. The Honourable
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Minister has trulv merged his <unctions as Chairman of
Council with his normal ministerial duties, and has success-
Tullvy and diligentlv attended to all ECOWAS matters in a most
admirable manner. All this has helped me tremendously in my
first few months in ottice.

Honourable Ministers,

The Annual Report tTor the period 1988/89 which had
been circulated to capitals and is now beTore Council, begins
with a review o7 economic conditions in the West Atrican sub-
region. Following this, there is a detailed account of the
pertormance of the Institutions of the Communitv. The Report
then goes on to indicate what the Tocus of the Communitv's
Work Programme would be <or the months ahead. The Report

ends with some concluding remarks and observations.

Instead o7 touching upon each point raised in the
Report. mv intention in this Note of Presentation is to
highlight only a Tew, but kev, issues to which I wish to
invite the special attention of this session of Council.

Honourable Ministers,

The economic situation in the sub-region continues
to be a source of great concern. The depressed or sluggish
commoditv prices, the excruciating debt service burden,
obsolete technologv, and the protectionist practices of
industrial countries, to name just a tew, have combined to
curtail most severely our abilitv to implement our national
adjustment and reform programmes, Tinance critical imports,
rehabilitate existing inftfrastructure, not to speak of new
cevelopment projects so vital Tor recoverv and growth. Thus,
in spite of aill the er<ort and sacrifice we are making,

West Africa is vet to overcome the economic crisis.
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There is a remarkable convergence ot opinion among
our Member States that there are indeed structural weaknesses
in our economies and these must be addressed and reftormed.
And thev are already doing so, whether the retorm programme
is autochthonous or externally intluenced and 7"inanced. There
may be ditterences of opinion on the pace and scope of rertorm
and on its success to date. The tact of the matter is that
the reforming process is going on in every one of our Member
countries, and evidence abounds, testitving to the zeal and

determination of our Governments to succeed.

S0, thepetore, we must first of all publicly
acclaim the courage and commitment of the Member States in
undertaking such a ditficult task. We wish them everv success,
for we, at Communitv level, have a real stake in the measures
cach Member State is taking to reverse its domestic economic
decline; fTor the success or otherwise of these measures are
bound to impact heavilv upon the integration process in our

sub-region.

Having said that, permit me, Honcurable Chairman,
to draw attention to at least three issues. First, considering
the persistence of the economic crisis in the fTace of the
mounting social cdst ot the current retorm programmes, and
the severe strains thev have put on development and sub-
regional integration, is it not legitimate to ask iY addressing.
ourselves primarilv to macro-economic issues was the best we

could have attempted?

Secondiy, as the social repercussions ot the current
recovery or adjustment programmes continue to pose serious
problems to Member States, is there not a need to take
urgent steps to alleviate the social cost of these reform
and adjustment policies and give them a "human tTace"? We

sav this, because economies exist to serve the populace and
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not the other wav around; and that without a populace there
will be no economv. It is well to keep in Tocus that the
acquiescence or the populace who have so Tar borne the
privations ot adjustment with admirable equanimitv, has come
about mainlv because o7 the promises offered or a brighter
and better future. It is most vital that such promises are
tultiiled if Tubure ditticulties are to be averted. We
strongiy advocate, there7wore, that as fTiscal reforms are put
into place; as market Torces reign supreme and weltare
programmes are on the retreat; so should equal attention be
given to the social consequences of reform policies and to
the public investment programmes as the engines of growth

and equitv.

Thirdlv, the evidence so Tar suggests the urgencvy
ot the problems tTacing national governments in the sub-
region have tended to lead to the adoption of uncoordinated
short term devensive measures, aimed mainly at insulating
the national economv from the ravages of external torces
and intluences. This is so0, to the extent that even where
a machinery Tor joint consultation exists, among regional
partners, no ertfective use has been made of it. Indeed; there
is abundant evidence to suggest that older retftorm programmes,
especially those intvluenced bv the multilateral tinancial
institutions, did not give suiticient weight to regional
integration; some actually down-played it. The net effect
has been that these traditional models of recoverv or
adjustment programmes have deprived countries in the sub-
region or the advantages thev could have derived from a

regional approach to the economic crisis.

It was against this backdrop that the ECOWAS
Ministers of Planning met in Dakar in April this vear to
review the implementaﬁion o7 the ECOWAS Economic Recovery
Programme. Their report is before this Council TYor conside-

ration. The Planning Ministers have called fTor closer -
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consultation among national pclicv-makers; Tor an objective
review of national recovery programmes and a more regionally-

oricnted approach to the econumic problems Tacing Member States.

I invite Council to give the report its closest

attention.

Moreover, whichever wavy we look at our problems,
it is obvious that West Artrica cannot make any meaningtul
headwav unless there is a significant improvement in the
international environment. We stand in great need of a
substantial net in¥low oT development resources on highlv
concessionary terms. This is why Council is also being
invited to initiate a special resolution to be adopted bv the
Authoritv on the ninth replenishment ot IDA (IDA-9). The
IDA~9 resolution o7 the Authoritv should urge for ready and
generous participation bv all countries, especially the most
industrialised countries; the Group of Seven and to at least
maintain Atrica's share oY those resources at 50%, as under
IDA-8, in order to help sustain the reform programmes

presentlvy being implemented in the Member States.

The improvement in the international climate includes
substantial absolute 'debt reduction and other Torms of debt
reliev. The international community should pass Trom the
consideration of proposals as contained in the Toronto
Declaration and the Brady Statement to concrete action like
the debt cancellation package recently announced by the
French President, Mr. Frangois MITTERAND. We ought to applaud
the French President Tor this bold initiative and urge other
major creditor nations which have not vet done so to follow
this shining example. However, within the ECOWAS sub-region,
the two so-called middle-income countries have economic
structures and problems not different Trom, and no less
severe than what obtains in the other Tourteen Member States.
Within the West Atrican sub-region, one debtor is like anv

other and the tTavourable treatment being demanded should be
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extended to every ECOWAS countrv. A debtor countrv remains a
debtor countrv no matter its classirication. What is needed;
and needed urgentlv, in our sub-~region is substantial debt

Torgiveness whatever the shibboleth used to describe it.

Having said all this, let me end this part of my
presentation bv calling on all concerned, governments and
populace alike, toc appreciate the urgent prioritv of reform
programmes Tor correcting the ills of our various economies.
It is certainly not a time to show "“adjustment Tatigue'; nor
is it a time fTor despair. Adjustment is painstaking, dir<icult
and long-term. But we cannot arvord to relent and the stfuggle
must simplv continue ror there is reallv no credible

alternative.
Honourable Ministers,

IT I mav now turn to the perftormance of the Communitv
itsel®. It will be seen Trom the Report beTore Council that
the Institutions ot the Communitv have spent the last Tew
months fTul®¥illing the directives given bv Council at its
last session at Banjul, in December, 1988. From the account
given in Chapter III oY the Report it will be appreciated
that the Institutions covered a wider ground than the Banjul
directives. Indeed, I have gained the distinct impression;
upon a preliminarv study ot the wide scope of cooperation
activity oT the CoOmmunity, that there is a detinite need tor
a certain amount of prioritisation and reorientation, in
order to give a sharper focus to the West African integration
process. To date, it seems to me that the Communitv has been
spreading itselY too thinlv across a varietv of cooperation
programmes within the constraints of a limited resource '
base. Prospects of this resource base improving substantially
in the near Tuture remain problematic. It, thereftfore,
becomes necessarv that some prioritisation of Community
activities he undertaken, and this I am already doing, in-

house .
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This suggestion is also being made against the back-
drep of the unrelenting socio-economic conditions in Member
States, the difficulties encountered with contributions to
the operational budget of the Secretariat and the other thirty-
odd sub-regional inter-governmental organisations (IGO's), and
also asainst the backdrop of continuing reform and restructuring
programmes of Member States. If economic cooperation and inte-
gration are tc make the expected contribution to the develop-
ment of the sub-region, the rationalisation that our Heads of
State and Government gave voice to in 1983 will have to be
approached with utmost seriousness, and with the necessary
degree. of conviction and commitment. As has just been so aptly
urged by the Chairman of Ccuncil, Honourable Ministers should
impress upon our Heads of State the urgency for an unequivocal
pronouncement on this pelitical matter. Structural adjustment
should not just stop at national freontiers; it should be ex-
tended alsc to the large number of IGOs in the sub-region
which are making continuous demands on the limited financial

resources of our sub-region.

I am deeply encouraged by the new readiness of the deci-
sion-making organs of our Community to take 2 very close
look intc this matter. Ministers will recall that in 1984 the
Authority took a decision to authorise ECOWAS to manage the
resources allocated to West Africa under the Regional Coopera-
tion Chapter of the Third ACP/EEC Convention for and on behalf
of the sixteen Member States of our Community. The Authority
further directed the Executive Secretary to work closely, with
the Commission of the European Communities, to ensure the
effective implementation of that decision. That decision was
taken some five years ago. To date, nothing has happened, and
it is not for want of effort on the part of the Executive Secre-
tariat. What we have found is that this mandate was not ex-
clusive to ECOWAS; similar mandates were given to other IGOs
in the sub-region each of whom proceeded to tender their




mandate to the EEC. Confronted with this situation, it is
understandakle whv the EEC has shown great reluctance to
treat the vast majority ot the IGOs with seriousness in terms

ot the granting of access to its Regional Fund.

Against this background, it is most important that this
issue be given serious attention by Council. We would recommend
that the Executive Secretariat ot ECOWAS should be given the
role of coordinating the requests ot all the IGOs in the sub-
region Tor access to the EEC Regional Fund; secondlv that a
substantial share of the regional Tunds allocated to West
Atrica should go to ECOWAS tTor the purpose of promoting regional
integration; and thirdlv that the ECOWAS Aml assadors in Brussels
should be mandated, in collaboration with the ECOWAS, to
negotiate etfectivelv with a view to ensuring a direct access
bhv IGOs to the EEC Regional Fund under the Lome IV Convention,
now being negotiated, as well as ensuring that a substantial

part ot the Regional Fund is allocated to West Atrica.

There can te no doubt that we need to rationalise and
re-orientate our integration activities within the sub-region.
Meanwhile I propose that we begin within ECOWAS itselt this
important exercise aimed at re-orientating, prioritising and
streamlining the areas ot sub-regional cooperation. In this
context, I wish to propose that we put the promotion of intra-
Communitvy trade uppermost on the agenda of priorities in the sub-
region in the vears immediately ahead,; including also the
necessarv supportive measures in related trade-development sub-
sectors. I shall now proceed to indicate what the Community is

alreadv doing in these priorityv areas.

The topmost prioritv cooperation programme in this new
order is the single sub-regional trade liheralisation scheme.

In line with the concerns expressed by the Authoritv at

its 1987 Summit, evervthing has bheen dons to Tacilitate the
take-off 0f the scheme. It i=s c¢xpected that the new take-
ofT date ot Januzrv i, 990 will be Tormally announced by




the Authority, and Council is therefore urged to make the
relevant tecommendation to the Authority. I should like to
emphasise that the effective take-off of the scheme is, how-
ever, dependent upon the full payment of Member States'
contributions to the compensatcry budget before December 31,
1989 . The Executive Secretariat has already nctified all the
Member States concerned, and I have personally taken the coppor-
tunity to reinforcing this notice during my recent visits to
Member States; Since there are cnly six months to go, Council
is being called upon to make an urgent anpeal by resolution to
the Member States to take the necessary steps to meet this
particular financial obligation on schedule.

In recognition of the dire need to develon and facilitate
intra-Community trade, a number of other cooperation progra-
mmes have been adopted and are being implemented. The Annual
Report touches on progress registered with respect to the
ASYCUDA System, programming and harmonisation of trade fairs
held within the sub-region, and the improvement of the quality
and presentation of West African products.

With respect to the Community programme on the promotion
of commerce-oriented production and trade re-orientation, I
wish to invite Council to take special note of the big boost this
programme has received during the period under review. The
government of Italy has generously provided a srant of 2.7
million dollars in support of the project jointly prepared by
the Executive Secretariat and the International Trade Centre
(ITC) in Geneva. This project is most vital to the West African
integration process as a catalyst for overcoming the strongly-
entrenched trade practices existing between individual ECOWAS
Member States and cverseas metropolitan countries.

Honourable Ministers,
One of the important cooperation programmes that ought

to receive equal attention as a support measure for the deve-
lopment and expansion of intra-Community trade is the free
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movement of persons. The meeting of ECOWAS Ministers res-
ponsible for Internal Affairs at Banjul ecarlier this year
reviewed the implementation of the Community's immigration
protocols. Some of the findings are most disquieting. Clearly,
a stronger commitment tc the principle of free movement of
Community citizens across national borders is needed. 1If
ECOWAS is about the integration of the economies of the sub-
region, then, by definition, we must start with the integra-
tion of our citizens. We must commit ourselves irrevocably
and unequivocably to the actualitycf freedom of movement, for
it is the sine qua non of the very survival, and much more, of

the progress and development of the Community. I trust that
Council will give its full support to the important recommen-
dations submitted by the Ministers of Internal Affairs, propo-
sing remedial action at both Community and national levels;

Another important support measure is the Community Mone-
tary Cooperation Programme. It must be admitted that progress
on this matter has been rather disappointing, especially if
one recalls the strong desire the Authority expressed for
menetary integration during the Conakry Summit of 1983. We
need to accelerate the pace. It is important that all Member
States make known to the Governors of their Central Panks
the political commitment of the Community's leadership to this
programme.

The regular production integration programmes in the
fields of industry and agriculture would alsc have to be re-
oriented to boost intrc-Community trade in the short to medium-
term . This concern will be taken into account in the formu-
lation of the general industrialisation programme, and more
especially, in the design of the sub-regional industrial master
plan. In furtherance of the general objective of production
integration, the Community_%}ll concentrate on the promotion
of regional projects im such vital areas as' fertilizers, pesti-
cides, seed multiplication and cattlebreeding.
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One of the main issues considered at the Twenty-third
meeting of the Board of Directors was the Study on "Enhancing
the Financial Resources of the ECOWAS Fund - an examination
of further issues'". Discussions on this issue ied the Board
tc recommend the setting up of a Ministerial Committee to
assist the Community rursue the matter further.

A six-member Committee has been nroposed to Council
specifically to take account of the needs as well as the con-
straints of Member States for amore effective integraticn of
the objectives of the enhanced Fund within the sub-regional
environment, in order to provide develcpment financing. This
integration will have to reflect the need for a more effective
rationalisation of West African inter-governmental organisations
in general and those resnonsible for development financing in
particular. The Committee will also be required tc nropose
mechanisms for maximum resources mobilisation in collaboration
with the partner non-regional members. We look forward to the
success of the Committee's efforts in this regard, as I am
confident it will.

I salute the foresight of our leaders for placing so
much importance on the physical integration of the sub-region.
For, at an early stage of the West African integration process,
the Authority adopnted sub-regional transport and communications
development programmes. ECOWAS can now peoint with justi-
fiable pride to the substantial prcgress made in this field.
The indications are that our rartners in development will
continue to support these programmes and, on behalf of the
Institutions of the Community, I pledge our readiness to
explore every available avenue to mobilise the resources needed
for the implementation of these infra-structural TrOgrammes.

Honourable Ministers,
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to cope with the intricacics of the First Industrial .
Revolution; Against this backdrop what should we do in our
sub-region? There can be only answer. If ever there was a
time West Africa needed to revitalise and re-energise itself
to accelerate its own process of integration, that time is now.

If we temporise and wait until 1992 is upon us before we
begin to grope for sclutions, if we believe that better times
might be with us socon, not only will this be a subterfuge for
in-action, we would actually have condemned our generation and
future generations to perpetual doom ' I believe we must act,
and act now. To facilitate a better understanding of the issue
at stake and how best the sub-region can promote or defend its
interest, we have sought permission through the Ministers of
Economic Planning to undertake an indepth study o Europe 1992 and
its effects on West Africa. Their report is before Council for
consideration. One cannot over-emphasise the need for such a
study: in these difficult and uncertain times it will be in
the interest of none of our Member States tc sit back and wait
for the conse juences of Europe 1992 to unfold befecre groping
for solutions:*

Unfortunately, Honourable Ministers, Member States cannot
completely escape the indictment that on many Community coope-
ration matters, they have been sitting back a lot. ECOWAS has

an impressive array of adopted Community Acts and Decisions
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had ratitied 19 Protocols when I assumed o7Tice a little over

4 months ago.

Similarly, the Secretariat is making a humble appeal
to all Member States to commit themselves to a new pledge: tc
liquidate as quickly as possible all the outstanding arrears
ot contributions without turther delav. For those unable to dc
so immediatelv, I would like to suggest they pay in quarterly
instalments over a maximum period of twelve (12) months commen-
cing Trom 1st Julv 1989. During this session of Council a drartt
resclution will be presented Tor vour consideration on this all
important matter as well as on the question ot the ratification

of Protocols and Conventions.

Here again, I do not think this will be an exercise in
futility, if our experience in the last Tfour months is anvthing
to go by. Since I took office and set about chasing after
ocutstanding contributions the response has been very encouraging.
Between the 1lst Februarv this vear and vesterday, June 24, 1989
the Executive Secretariat has either received in its accounts or
been notified of Tirm commitments of fund transfters through the
banning svstem to the tune ¢ over six million, three hundred
and fortv-six thousand, seven hundred and ninety-one US dollars
(US$6,346,791) from thirteen (13) Member States. This morning,

I was inTormed bv the delegation or Nigeria that the sum of
about US$2.2 million has been paid into our account. This amount
added, we have to date collected cver $8.5 million since

February this vear.
Heonourable Ministers;

The hard truth is that West Atrica has to wake up and
bestir itself. We have to rekindle the spirit of ECOWAS and revi-
talise regional integration. Our sub-region possesses the poten-
tial to meet all the socio-economic aspirations of its peoples,
and in the Tew areas where we have tocussed attention in the

past; we have shown proot that ECOWAS can achieve results.

It is this desire to breathe new litTe into our organisa-
tion and to be at the forefront always that certain proposals
have been put torward bv the Institutions of the Communitv tor the
consideratiovn ot Council. One the issue ot environmental protec-

tion, Tor example the international cummunity has tailed to agreed
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1 ai sure Counc.i vould feel relived co know chuc Guined
anu Higesia, where snuuscrial wastes Lad been culpou vetove
chic 1960 ECOUAS Sumni., denanded tihe cemoval of such vasies and
ApPPlieu SeVere SanceLOofs agulist wue pPerpeciaiors of clese
criminal acts. Alceady, rour kcaber Utates = Cote G'ivoire,

vhe Gambia, Migeric and Pogo -~ have enacocd CUVLLONen Al

proceccion lavs, pronibiving ciic Gunping Ot nuclear anu indus-

croial wastes. Unly thrcee ocvher dember Svates, nuacly Ghana;

senegalrand Sicoia Leone, have notificd thic BXecutive Lsecre-

variat of concreve steps keliy Lakeh o Chidch thie vequisice

legigcaleoon,; in compliance wicd: clle LIS Or che LlulAhb Reso-

lution. I #@iope the remaining Hewber Staves woulc do likewise.

Finally, Houourable ifinis-ers, iv a8 felv chav che problen

of impicmentation or Communicy deCisions and Programmes av e
national level could be faciliefieu considerably chivougii uike

involvencent of some key ministems to assist the efiforcs oi the

Hinister responsible for ECOWAY Hifaars. it 1s suggested nere

wilat hHember scatey which have nowe alieady «once S04 snculd

s anes pogn el s L0 i e X e el I
proceed for form a Ministerial Ciommitice, COLPLLSing TUHE

mniig, Yradés “niernal affairs, Inau-

Ministcis of Fiinance.
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w= - 3 KiVeueoy e pass s e sevesdiaanieible for
STLYy anu LTANSPOorT Lo asgist Tivg l-ili.ti.i.lglu“ reep nsible 1o
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B RNIRE S & s wen e I ilie . T 24 RIS : necessar
BCUWAS afrairs, if differcnc, Lo ROULGOX &0 give cle necessary

Comiuin sy

volivica (3 meapse o o . : :
poliscical direccion O Lae inplemcinceciin C
Mies, and «lgo CNESYre viue effecs=wi P I G e e -il OX cacCii
Co o - .. VR Co d= R= e &
e
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ECOVAS as weli~-knoun and firmly cescablaished 2o che
ievels of ~he su mic, ministcerial and off:icial nmeetings.
However, ic is compa;aglvuly less well-iinoun atc the Yrass”
coou level in the Community. Yet che importance of taiing
BCOUAS “o the people cannouc be gainsaid; i¢ a8 therefore
propusea than an apploprliace necuanism be established,
wathout further delay, vo cliogse this yawning informaacion gap
in thie interesc of the cumnunicy in geneivad anc ncaoer Govern-

ments xn parc: ewilar,

Ci

At chie Commmunity level, it is proposed uiac an inIoria-

g o

Tion Divislion be escabiisged wivuin che Biecucvive Secreaetaiiat

witi: adequate and specialiscd staff <o facilitace the propa-
gation of gencral information Lo e enlighcenmenc of
nacional officials and Communicy citizens alike, ian particulacs
their rignts ane vbligavions under the Community's ccenvencions
ane protvoceols, and the disscuinacion of relevant technical
informacion for the pronotion of Comaunicy prograwes Ln sucii
vital areas as agriculture, trade and inuustry. Lndeed, as
far back as kMay, 1%80, thce Authoricy hna doc.ded tiiet an
<nfcimacion Service Cencre should be seiv up “forx the harmoni-
ron of market conditions wichin BCOVas f£oir tiie purpose o
weveloping claue in cucrent and future agriculcural sucpluses®.
liorcover specifically, ciue authoricy acciaed vhae tue "role of
cliis Centie siall be tie supply of information on the nmarkecs
of snortages or surpluses in the sub-lregion, :the dissemination
of the prices of Community foou-sgcufis and other market infor-
mation on the import and export neds wichin BCUWALY.
Tlizs role can easaily be combinea with thait of dissenina-
cing general information as was being done througin the COWLIACT

licgazine anu owuer Communicy publications. XL is propoeseu o

»

cevive tae puwlic of CUNTACY, giving it a broauer buc sharper

’\

-~ " Y

focus consiscent with the prooricvesacvion of che Comaunity’s
activicies, and pruvid;ng four & nuel: wider circulation than

was hatlierco possiole.
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e Sy ey . . g
AONGUIravie Ministers;

The Annual Report informs the Coununity about an unior-
tunate develcopmenit within the sub-region. I an refeircring co

the vioclent inter-cormmunal strife between the cicizens of

HMaurzcania and Senegal. When chie Lirsc news of tiis sad evenc

reachiea us awv uvie Bacecucive Secretariat, I despatciied identical

nessages o €k two Presidencs, on bedaalf of tae eniive Commu-

nity, deploring tlie violence, cxpressing support for the on-

going consulitaticns betwoen che two Governments, wha offering

any ECOWAS assisiance boitn Governmenits miglic consicer necessary.
Later, the Chairman of the AhAuchoricy seit e as nas special

envoay: o canvey a pedee initiative to the two Heaus or State

: N ST A ile A=) 3 mES
T €thRis Saa evenr wihiciik Lefc 1T8

G

concernec. e all deeply regy
coges in ueavy loss oif human life and propexriy.

Honouravle hiinisters,

1 suoula like to gmithisznesenuujon by informing
Councxl of e cfforus iaadce over the pasc unree won .3 w0 form
a Lagos Commitce of BCUOWAL ambassadors. L personaily ©ind che
Commitiee a very etfecuive body that caliy 1h LS oUWl Tigut,
concribute Lo the integracion process, and alsu act as an
aaditonal channel of communzcacion becweenr tae Jastcivutions of
cile Communicy anu iHember States. ic is, cherefore, belng
requested thiat due recognition be gzven co this Commluiec as vell
at co the Brusscls Commivitece of BOCHAL Ambassauwors wiich has
maintained a strong LCUWAL prescence viciiin the councils of che

HCP Group.

Honouraple Ministcers,

i hope I have nanagee in these brief raaarks to convey
©0 Council chic may ciaallenges {acing ocur sub-region whiclh
are calling for urgenc sclucions in the montias ehead. Perumit
to call upon cachh Menper Svace to rise ve these cuallenges.
Buc we must alvays remenwce. titac vhat vwe all aave before us is
cthe oppourtunity of only a few years rather chan of a decade, and

cervalnly not of a gencracion. if we misgs ic, hiscory may not
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provide us with another. The harsh realitv ot our times is that
West Africa is experiencing a crisis ot unprecedented proportions
and the onlv viable option lies in the revitalisation and
intensification of sub-regiocnal economic development and inte-
gration. We must embark on this revitalisation urgently because
any Turther delav, anv Turther temporising - in etfect, any
further fTailure to recognize and contrcent the issues of inte-
gration head-un - will condemn our sub-region to a period o
unimaginable miserv and anguish. We must not allow that to

happen and I am Tully contident that all Member States will

rise triumphantlv to these challenges. Our consciences and ccommit-
ments must he reawakened and let it be said that we ipaugurated

that process here in Ouagadougou.

Honcurable Ministers,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
I wish Council everv success in its deliberations and

I thank vcu all Tor your kind attention.



