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COMMUNIDADE ECONOMICA DOS

ESTADOS PAJbHMCA DO OESTE
COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE DES yjfpjSig?W^ ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
ETATS DE l.'AFRIQUE DE L'OUEST Mj/SgL^SSSSm. OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

FIFTY - SECOND ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF

STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES

ABUJA, 29 JUNE 2019

SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.1/6/19 RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE
ECOWAS MODEL MINING & MINERALS DEVELOPMENT ACT (EMMMDA)

AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS Treaty, establishing the Authority of Heads
of State and Government and defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of ECOWAS Protocol A/P.1/5/79 relating to Free Movement of Persons,
Residence and Establishment;

MINDFUL of Article 31 of the said Treaty wherein Member States undertake to the
harmonize and co-ordinate policies and programs in the field of natural resources;

MINDFUL of ECOWAS Protocol A/P.4/1/03 on Energy and the general urgency to
improve on availability of energy to drive the industrialization process;

MINDFUL of Supplementary Act A/SA.4/12/08 relating to the ECOWAS Environmental
Policy;

MINDFUL of the ECOWAS Directive C/DIR.3/5/09 on the Harmonization of Guiding
Principles and Policies in the Mining Sector;

MINDFUL of Supplementary Act A/SP. 16/02/12 relating to the adoption of the ECOWAS
Mineral Development Policy;

BEARING IN MIND Article 21 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on
the collective exercise of the right to free disposal of wealth and natural resources with a
view to strengthening unity and solidarity;

CONSIDERING that the ECOWAS sub-region is endowed with a wide range of mineral
resources available in commercial quantities which are largely underexploited;

AWARE that the region's mineral resources are largely underexplored and that there is
a high probability of future discoveries of significant deposits;

NOTING the huge potential revenue and opportunities for job creation to be derived from
development of the minerals sector of Member States;
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CONSCIOUS ofthe large scale practice ofArtisanal and Small Scale Mining (ASM) in the
region and the need to regularize and formalize the sector as a necessary step towards
reducing the revenue loss arising from illegal mining;

RECOGNIZING that MemberStates are at varying levels in the regulation oftheir mineral
resources sectors and that a well regulated environment is a key component for
optimization;

ACKNOWLEDGING the need for Member States to optimize development along the
whole value chain of mineral resources in the region;

NOTING the need to promote transparency and accountability in the minerals sector;

AWARE of the need to build efficient and effective institutional, human and technical
capacity of Member States;

CONSCIOUS of the role of the private sector in the development of the geo-extractive
resources in Member States;

CONSCIOUS also of the importance and specific needs of small and medium enterprises
in the minerals sector;

NOTING that the prevention and management of potential adverse effects on the
environment, safety and health of the region's people must be continuously improved;

CONVINCED that a harmonized framework will contribute to the mobility of skilled and
unskilled workers in the mineral sector in keeping with the ECOWAS objective for creation

of a single economic union for the benefit of the region's people;

RESOLVED to prevent and manage mining-related conflicts and any potential adverse

effects that may arise therefrom;

DETERMINED to address the policy, legal and institutional gaps in the mineral resources
space identified at various consultative fora held by Member States in their efforts at
developing the mineral sector;

CONVINCED of the need for a Model Mining & Minerals Development Act to complement
the ECOWAS Minerals Development Policy, improve competitiveness and build a
diversified, sustainable, and integrated regional minerals sector;

DESIROUS of adopting the "ECOWAS Model Mining and Minerals Development Act" to
provide a blue print for mineral resources regulation and development, based on efficient,
effective, fair and harmonized principles and practices with a view to ensuring that all
stakeholders benefit optimally from the exploitation of the Community's mineral
resources;

ON THE OPINION of the Community Parliament at its Session held at its first ordinary
session held in Abuja from 8 May to 5 June 2019;
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ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Eighty-Second Ordinary Session of the Council of
Ministers held on 27 June 2019;

AGREE AS FOLLOW:

ARTICLE 1:

By this present SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.1/6/19, the ECOWAS Model Mining and
Minerals Development Act (EMMMDA) and its Implementation Strategy attached as an
annex is hereby adopted.

ARTICLE 2: ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.1/6/19 shall enter into force upon signature.
Consequently, the Member States and ECOWAS Institutions undertake to start
implementing its provisions upon its entry into force.

2. This Supplementary Act shall be attached as an Annex to the ECOWAS Treaty
of which it is an integral part.

ARTICLE 3: PUBLICATION

1. This Supplementary Act shall be published by the Commission in the Official
Journal of the Community within thirty (30) days of the date of its signing by the
Authority.

2. It shall also be published by each Member State in its official Gazette thirty (30)
days after the notification by the Commission.

ARTICLE 4: DEPOSITORY AUTHORITY

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the Commission, which shall transmit
certified copies thereof to all the Member States and shall ensure its registration with the
African Union, the United Nations Organization and any otherorganization designated by
the Council.

IN FAITH WHEREOF WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES, HAVE
SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY ACT.

DONE AT ABUJA THIS 29™ DAY OF JUNE 2019

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE
LANGUAGES, ALL THREE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.

•••/3 A/SA.1/6/19



H.E. PATRICE TALON

President of the Republic of Benin

JORGE CARLOS ALMEIDA FONSECA
President of the Republic of Cabo Verde

,:.

H.E. ADAMA BARROW

President of the Republic of The Gambia

nM

H.E. Prof. ALPHA CONDE

President of the Republic.of Guinea

H.E. MAHAMADOU ISSOUFOU

President of the Republic of Niger

H.E MACKY SALL

President of the Republic of Senegal

H.E. ALASSANE OUATTARA

President of the Republic of
Cote d'lvoire

H.E. NANAADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO
President of the Republic of Ghana

H.E. JOSE MARIO VAZ

President of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau

H.E. IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KEITA

President of the Republic of Mali

H.E. MUHAMMADU BUHARI, GCFR
President, Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria

H.E.JULIUS MAADA BIO

President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

H.E. FAURE ESSOZIMjMA GNASSIN<;
President of the Togolese Republic
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Section 1 - Definitions and Scope

Article 1. Interpretation / Definition

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:

Artisanal Mining Operation orActivity meansa miningactivityusuallycarriedout by a person
or group of persons with a Certificate of Registration and, in accordance with a production method,
capital investment, and optimal safe-depth of operation as prescribed ina Member State, involving the
use of rudimentary and un-motorized equipmentor machinery, over a minimum land size of 3" x 3"
Sub-Cadastre Block Unit of a Member State, to a maximum concession size below one (1) Regional
Cadastre Block Unit defined by 10" x 10" per Unit.

Associate in relation to a person entitled to exercise or control the exercise of voting power in
relation to, or holding shares in a company, means;

i. The wife or husband or all their children,

ii. The trustees of any settlement including a disposition orarrangement under which property is
heldin trustunderwhich that person hasa life interest in possession,

iii. A company of which that person is director,
iv. A person who is an employee or partner of thatperson,
v. If that person is a company -

a. A director of that company.
b. A subsidiary or holding company of thatcompany.
c. Adirector oremployee ofthe subsidiary orholding company ofthat company.

vi. That other person he has an agreement or arrangement with in respect to the acquisition,
holding ordisposal ofshares orother interests in that undertaking orbody-corporate orunder
which they undertake to act together in exercise oftheir voting power inrelation to it.

Authorized Buyer means a person authorized by the Minister to buy minerals.

Authorized Officer means a person authorized by the Minister-in-Charge, Regulatory Body,
Minerals Commission, or Mines Inspectorate to exercise a power or function under their respective
prescribed Acts.

Bulk Minerals means the ore ofminerals usually mined in huge volumes or tonnages and are
usually traded in their natural state on the international market orthrough mutual market contracts.

Citizen(s) means;
i. An individual who isa citizen ofan ECOWAS Member State by virtue ofa law for the time

being in force in the Member State,
ii. Apartnership orassociation which iscomposed exclusively of individuals who are citizens of

an ECOWAS Member State,

iii. A body corporate which is incorporated under the laws ofan ECOWAS Member State and
a. which iscertified by the Minister tobe controlled by the Member State,
b. whose membership iscomposed exclusively ofpersons who are citizens ofthat ECOWAS

Member State,
c. whose directors are exclusively citizens of that ECOWAS Member State,
d. which is controlled by individuals who are citizens ofthat ECOWAS Member State, or

iv. A public corporation that is established by or under an enactment of an ECOWAS Member
State.

Civil Society Organisation or Non-State Actor means any organized non-public sector
organization or grouping in aMember State but that not include body-corporates and communities.



Committee means a committee set up for a purpose within a context as used.

'community' means people living within an area where a mineral resource exploration,
development or exploitation is taking or has taken place.

Community means the Economic Community ofWest African States referred to under Article
2 ofthe Revised ECOWAS Treaty.

Company means a body-corporate wherever incorporated;

Consent notunreasonably withheld, without prejudice to any legal definition,meansa situation
where a respondent replies to an inquiry within a specified number of days prescribed by a Member
State, on receipt of notification stating equitable reasons for granting or rejecting a proposal or a
request for consent from an applicant.

Continental Shelf or Exclusive Economic Zone means the area within a Member State's
territory asdefined under anappropriate enactment which is internationally recognized.

Controller in relation to a company, means a person who, eitheralong, orwith an associate or
associates, is entitled to exercise, orcontrol the exercise of more than twenty (20) percent (%) of the
voting power at any general meeting of the mining company or of another company which it is a
subsidiary.

Court means the High Courtor similar Court in a Member State.

Designated Area meansa zoned-out area which is set aside on purpose in a Member State, on
the authority of a Minister-in-Charge by a Notice or any such Instrument, published in a manner
prescribed in the respective Member State.

Equity Share(s) shall havethe meaning assigned to it as by law prescribed in a Member State.

Geological Activities means all scientific studies carried out on the ground either directly or
remotely for the purpose of, among others, identifying mineral resources and generally, acquiring
knowledge and understanding about, and what isonorinthe earth and other planets.

Head of Mines Inspectorate means the Chief Inspector of Mines or as by any name
appropriately designated in a Member State.

Holder meansa legal entity holdingamineral right in a Member Stateundera definition which
is in alignmentto that ofthis Community Act.

Host-communities means local communities impacted by the mineral resource operations or
activities.

In Breach means a violation ofany provision ofthisCommunity Act.

Industrial mineral means basalt, clay, granite, gravel, gypsum, laterite, limestone, marble, rock,
sand, sandstone, slate, talc, barite, salt and other minerals as the Minister may from time to time
declare, by notice published in the Gazette of Member State, to be industrialminerals.

Kimberley Process means the international understanding among participants that was
recognized by Resolution 55/56 adopted byUnited Nations General Assembly on01 December 2000,
and as may be amended.



Kimberley Process Certificate means a forgery resistant or a forgery-proof document with
particular format which identifies a shipment of rough diamonds as being in compliance with the
requirements ofthe certificate scheme.

Large-scale Mining Operation or Activity means amining activity undertaken by a corporate-
entity which involves a well-planned and coordinated open-pit or underground mining method,
deploying fully-mechanized operation that carries outmining through decommissioning, over a land
size above one hundred and fifty (150) Regional Cadastre Block Units defined by 10" x 10" per Unit.

Localization means all policies and other enactments, and activities that aim to increase local
procurement of goods and services, training, technology transfer and development of local
entrepreneurship, designed towards eventual substitution of high participation of Third (3rd) Party
States with optimal local participation.

Local Content means a Member State's policies and other enactments, and activities as
contextualized to the ECOWAS Protocol on Free Movement of Persons, and the Right of Residence
and Establishment, aimed at an optimal level of active involvement of indigene-expertise, goods and
services, and Community citizens, businesses and financing withinthe Member State. However, these
provisions should not explicitly or impliedly debar Third (3rd) Party Countries (or States) from
participation in the Community's geo-extractives sector.

Mine when used as a noun, means a place, excavation or working where, an operation
connected with mining is carried out, together with all buildings, premises, erections and appliance
belonging or appertaining to it above and below the ground for the purpose of winning, treating or
preparing minerals, obtaining or extracting amineral or metal byamode or method or for the purpose
of dressing mineral ores, and includes a quarry where building minerals are mined.

Mine when used as a verb, means intentionally to win minerals, and includes an operation
involving direct or indirect prospecting which isnecessary for mining or incidental to mining.

Mineral means asubstance in liquid or solid form that occurs naturally in or on earth, including
on or under the seabed, formed by or subject to geological processes including but not limited to
industrial minerals and petroleum.

Mineral communities mean communities with the occurrence of economically viable minerals.

Mineral Operations orActivities means reconnaissance, prospecting, exploration, mining, and
all other activities undertaken along the entire value chains, including post-exploitation activities.

Mineral Right means licenses, permits, leases and other authorizations granted by Member
States to individuals or corporate bodies including their agents or subcontractors for the purpose of
exploring, extracting, processing and exchanging or disposing or transferring of minerals.

Mining means all operations carried out in the exercise of rights conferred by a license or
authorizationto exploit minerals.

Mining Area means the area designated from time totime bythe holder ofamining lease under
the approval of the appropriate designated Minister or the Regulatory Authority of aMember State.

Mining Company means a body-corporate which is or whose subsidiary is the holder of a
mineral right as defined under this Act or as granted by any mining Act ina Member State.

Mining Industry means all activities involving the global processes of exploration, extraction,
processing, and decommissioning, including transporting and marketing ofthe mined products.



Mining Lease means a legally binding written authorization granted for the purpose of
extraction of minerals as issued in a specified form under the appropriate Authority defined by the
Mining Act of a Member State.

Mining Operations means the mining of minerals under a mining lease or restricted mining
lease. Mining Plant means a building, plant, machinery, equipment, vehicle, tool or other property
whether affixed to land or not affixed.

Minister means the substantive Minister or an otherwise such designated person as shall be
appointed by the President or Head of Government of a Member State and assigned the authority to
perform such functions as defined by the Mining Act ofthe Member State.

Operator meansabody-corporate carrying outmining-related activities eitherby itselforunder
legitimate contractual terms on behalf of any Institution or other Body-corporate(s) which is/are the
approved Licensee(s).

Participant in relation to the Kimberley Process means an ECOWAS Member State or an
organization comprising ECOWAS Member States, or dependency territory of a State or Customs
Union.

Pre-emption means the right by a Member Stateto buy a mineralwon or raisedbefore it is sold
by the holder ofa mineral right or person duly authorized to engage in dealing in minerals.

Prescribed means outlined by Regulations of a Member State.

Programme of Mineral Operations means a programme which accompanies or follows an
application for amineral right and includes an amendment to it as allowed under the Mining Act of a
Member State.

Prospect when usedasaverbmeans to intentionally search for minerals and includes research,
reconnaissance and operations to determine theextent and economic value of amineral deposit.

Prospect when usedasanounmeans the phase of searching for mineral resources and includes
reconnaissance and related-operations to determine the extent of its economic value.

Prospecting or Exploration Area means the land subject to a prospecting/exploration licence.

Prospecting or Exploration Licence means a licence or a research permit granted for the
purpose of searching for minerals underthe Mining Act in a Member State.

Pollution means the adverse change in the physical, chemical or biological properties of any
part of theenvironment ascaused by the discharge, emission, ordisposition of a substance orwastes
so defined by Law, to affect any beneficial use ofthe environment, orthe use ofwhich is hazardous to
public health, safety or welfare, or flora and fauna.

Production means the phase of commercial extraction of any mineral resource including any
works andservices associated with the activity.

Public Interest means an action or inaction as may be prescribed by a Member State, which
provides equitable opportunity for anyone in the society to benefitor suffer from it.

Published Regional Geological Map ofECOWAS is amap adopted bythe Authority of Heads
of State and Government or ECOWAS Council of Ministers as will bereported inthe Official Journal
ofthe Community.



Qualified Person means a person who qualifies to apply for a mineral right under this
Community Act or any Act in a Member State.

Radio-active mineral means a mineral which contains by weight at least one-twentieth of one
percent (0.005 percent) of uranium or thorium or a combination of these elements including butnot
limited to the following:

a) Monazite sand and other ores containing thorium.
b) Carnotite, pitchblendeand other ores containing uranium.

Reconnaissance means thesearch formineral resources bygeophysical, geochemical orphoto-
geological surveys or other remote sensing techniques and surface geology in connection with it,
including the collection of environmental, and all necessary data, at which stage, it excludes drilling
and excavations.

Reconnaissance Area means the land subject to a reconnaissance licence.

Regional Cadastre Block means an Area of twenty-one (21) hectares or as by definition may
be amended.

Regulations means Regulations made under Section 242 of thisCommunity Act.

Research Permit means a permit or licence issued under the authority of the Member State
which legally authorizes the holder to search for minerals by whatever scientific means and includes
the collection of the necessary environmental data.

Restricted Mining Lease means a lease to mine industrial minerals, only.

Restricted Prospecting Licence means a licence toprospect for industrial minerals, only.

Restricted Reconnaissance Licence means a licence limited to reconnaissance search for
industrial minerals, only.

Rough Diamonds means diamonds that are unworked or simply sawn, leaved or bruited and
fall under the Relevant Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System 7102.10, 7102,21,
and 7101.31.

Shares in relation to a company incorporated in an ECOWAS Member State, means equity
shares and in relation to any other company, means shares in the share capital of a company, and
includes stock, except where a distinction between stock and shares isexpressed or implied, and the
expression 'shareholder' includes a stockholder.

Shipment means one or more parcels of gold ordiamonds or any other precious minerals that
are physically imported or exported.

Small-scale or Semi-mechanized Mining Operation or Activity means a mining activity
undertaken by a corporate-entity which involves a planned and coordinated open-pit or underground
mining method deploying semi-mechanized or fully-mechanized operation that carries out mining
through decommissioning, over a land size within one (1) to one hundred and fifty (150) Regional
Cadastre BlockUnits defined by 10" x 10" per Unit.

State or National Agency means a Body or Institution with a specific mandate, set up by a
Parliamentary Act or any other Constitutional defined process ofa Member State.



Sub-contractor shall have the same meaning asanOperator.

Termination means the lapse of mineral right by expiry of time, surrender, cancellation or
revocation.

Total Revenue means total receipts or total income from the sales ofagiven quantity oftradable
product, gains, and service in one (1) Financial Year.

Water bodies or Water Resources means all water flowing over the surface of the ground or
contained in orflowing from any river, spring, stream, or natural lake orpart ofa swamp, in or beneath
a watercourse and includes all underground water contained inanaquifer.

Article 2. Scope of this Community Act

This Community Act is exclusive and shall only apply to the development of minerals which are
considered not to be petroleum resources within the Community.

Section 2 - Institutional Structures

Article 3. Ownership of Minerals

1.. Every mineral occurring in its natural state in, under or upon land, streams, and water-courses
including those minerals occurring in the territorial sea or continental shelf and in the exclusive
economic zone in ECOWAS Region as are discovered within the defined national boundaries shall be
the property ofthe respective Member States.

2. Member States shall take appropriate steps to protectthe mineral resources in their respective
countries.

Article 4. Vesting of Minerals

The mineral resource is vested in the Stateto be heldand managed in trust for the peopleof the
respective Member State.

Article 5. Custodianship of Information

All Member States shall create or designate a National Agency, which shall have the mandate as the
Central Custodian of all geological and geotechnical dataand information. This Agency shallserve as
a one-stop centralrepository for all geo-data and information. The Central Custodian shallbe obliged
to build, manage and continuously update a national geological model for decision-making.

Article 6. State Acquisition of Land

1. Where in the public interest, any land in a Member State is required for the development or
utilization of a mineral resource, the Government of the Member State may acquire the land or
authorize itsoccupation and use under an applicable enactment for the entire life cycle of themining
activity.

2. Where a private entity requires land for the purpose of carrying out a mineral activity, the
private entity shall secure the consent of the landowners or lawful occupiers which consent shall not
be unreasonably withheldbefore commencement of anymineral activity.

Article 7. Land available for application for mineral right

Any land ina Member State may bemade the subject of an application for a mineral right in respect
of a mineral specified in the application, except for that which is:



i. Thesubject of an existing mineral right in respect of themineral being applied,
ii. Expressly reserved by an enactment in the Member State from becoming the subject of a

mineral right.

Article 8. Land reserved from Mining

1. Member Statesmay by an appropriate Legal Instrument or any other legalprocess, declare a
parcel of land as not being subject for a mineral right, and to be reserved:

i. From becoming the subject of an application fora mineral right,
ii. As Wo Go Zones' for mining activities if such lands have particular risks to the preservation

of peace and security, including areas, which have irreversible consequences for the
environment, social and cultural sensitivities, and heritage sites.

2. Any Legal Instrument arising from Article 8.1, appropriately issued under theauthority of the
Head of Government of a Member State for the specified purpose shall be ratified by Parliament or
any such constitutional mandated institution.

3. Member States may inthedetermination ofthe "No GoZones" involve thepublic and affected
communities.

Article 9. Exportation, Sales, and Value Addition of Minerals

1. Member States shall not permit any Body-corporate or individual to export minerals in their
raw state without a licence or authorization granted by the Government of the Member State for that
purpose.

2. MemberStatesshall adopt policies whichpromote the establishment ofthe facilities needed to
ensure optimized value addition to minerals in-country as a first option. Where value addition in-
country isnot feasible, Member States shall consider the possibility of processing the mineral within
theCommunity as the next preferred alternative option and where this is also not feasible, the rest of
Africa shall be considered.

3. Member States shall notgrant anapplication fortheexportation of rawminerals outside Africa
unless the options for processing the raw mineral in Africa have been considered and justified as being
unfeasible at the material moment.

4. Where the processing of a raw mineral produced in a Member State is feasible either in the
Community or in the rest ofAfrica, the two countries shall set out the modalities for the processing of
the mineral. The modalities should bemutually beneficial to these partner-countries.

5. An application for a licence for the purpose of exporting minerals shall be in a manner
prescribed by each Member State.

6. A licence issued for the purpose of exporting minerals shall not be transferable and shall
conform strictly to conditions thatareto be prescribed bya Member State.

7. Diamonds shall in addition to the conditions for their mining and exportation be subjected to
the Kimberly Process Certification Scheme, and any other Certification Scheme that may be adopted
by a Community Act.

Article 10. Establishment of a National Advisory Council on Mineral Resources

1. Member States may establish a National Advisory Council or Committee on Mineral
Resources. This body shall be apolitical with membership ofidentified recognized professional bodies.
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2. TheAdvisory Council or Committee shall advise on all matters relating to the development of
the minerals sector in the Member State.

3. There shallbe a tenurefor the National Advisory Council or Committee as maybe determined
by the Member State.

4. Membership of the Council or Committee, may among others, be constituted by appointed
representation from the following recognized bodies:

i. The Ministry responsible for Mining
ii. The Ministry responsible for Agriculture.

iii. The Ministry responsible for Transport.
iv. The Statutory Bar Association of a Member State.
v. The Statutory Institute of Surveyors ofa Member State.

vi. The Statutory National House ofTraditional Leaders of a Member State.
vii. The recognized Institution ofGeo-scientists in a Member State,

viii. The recognized Association of Industries in a Member State.
ix. The recognized Institute ofEngineers in a Member State.
x. The Groupof Universities responsible for training of MiningProfessionals in a MemberState.

xi. The Ministry responsible for Local Government in a Member State,
xii. TheMinistries responsible for Interior Security andPublic Safety,

xiii. TheMinistries responsible forEnvironment, Science & Technology Innovation,
xiv. The Ministry responsible for the Armed Forces.
xv. The Ministries responsible for Tradeand Industry,

xvi. The Chamber and/or Association of Mines,

xvii. The recognized geo-extractives sector-related Coalition ofCivil Societies in a Member State.

Article 11. Establishment and Power of a Ministry or Agency to grantMineral Rights

1. Member States shall establish or designate a Ministry or Agency which shall have sufficient
autonomy and also be answerable to the Legislature. The Ministry or Agency shall on behalfof
Government be responsible for the negotiation, grant, revocation, suspension or renewal of mineral
rights under a Mining Act ofa Member State.

2. The Minister or the Head of the designated Agency shall determine whether or not the land
over which anapplication has been submitted is subject to a grant of a mineral right.

3. Where the Minister or the Head of designated Agency determines not to grant anapplication
over apart orwhole ofthe land applied for, the Minister ordesignated Agency shall give the applicant
written reasons.

4. All Agreements involving the grant ofa large-scale mineral right orconcession, by oron-behalf
ofan individual orbody-corporate, for the exploitation ofany mineral for commercial purposes in a
Member State, shall be subject to ratification by Parliament or adoption by any such constitutional
mandated institution.

5. The Parliament orany such mandated institution may by resolution exempt from the provision
of Article 11.4 of this Act, a particular class of Agreements.

Article 12. Member States9 Right of Pre-emption

1. Member States shall, as per their defined territorial boundaries, have right ofpre-emption over
all minerals won or obtained in any land, including territorial waters, exclusive economic zone or the
continental shelf and any products derived from the processing or refining or treatment of these
minerals.
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2. Member States may by appropriate legislation appoint a statutory body to act as its agent for
the exercise ofthe right of pre-emption.

3. Members States shall prescribe the Terms and Conditions of exercising their pre-emptive
rights.

Article 13. Regional and National Cadastral Systems

13.1 Regional Cadastre System

1. For the purposes of implementing a standardized mineral cadastre system, with the ultimate
aim of establishinga regional mineral cadastre system, Member States shall:

i. Engage inbuilding capacity forspecialists inthebasic functions required fora mineral cadastre
system,

ii. Put in placean effective Succession Plan, sharing of experiences, expertise and information,
iii. Provide adequate premises and equipment including High-Capacity Servers for the Mineral

Cadastre Agency or Office,
iv. Provide adequate systems-security for the protection of their respective Mineral Cadastre

Systems,
v. Develop a Cadastre Policy, LandPolicyand Mineral Policy,

vi. Develop andpublish Laws andRegulations on Cadastre, Land andMining.

2. There shall be established an ECOWAS Geo-extractives Observatory & Cadastre System as
an integrated Geographic Information System (GIS), web-based metadata Platform to house the
National Mineral Cadastre Systems and National Petroleum Registries. In theprocess of establishing
the component ofthe Regional Cadastre System, MemberStates shall:

i. Adopt the regular Cadastre Block System within five years of coming into-force of this
Community Act.

ii. Adoptthe standard parameters for the regional Cadastre Unit.
iii. Adopt harmonized References and/or Protocols for representation of spatial information,
iv. Adopt uniform spatial information based on the WGS 84 Datum,
v. Adopt the Community's defined minimum, harmonized standard ofinformation tobedeployed

from the National Mineral Cadastre Systems to the Regional System for which it would
generally be made accessible,

vi. Ensure that they establish a web-incorporated, GIS-compatible National Cadastre Systems and
Agency-structure aligned to the adopted regionally defined structure,

vii. Adhere to the adopted Implementation Strategy to establish the ECOWAS Geo-extractives
Observatory & Cadastre System.

3. In establishingthe National Cadastre Systems, Member States shall take into account that the
Regional Cadastre System when fully established, may among others, have features such as:

i. A Regional Tenement Mapwhich maycontain;
a. Colour-coding of different minerals inthe Concession Map.
b. Dialogue box that indicate information on all concessions including but not limited to

licence type, resource type, tenure dates, owners, active licences, and others.
ii. The Reports Template may contain but not be limited to;

a. Registerof mineral right applications in Priority Register.
b. Register of mineral rightholders in the General Register.
c. Guidelines for blacklisting an operator in themining andminerals sector.
d. Blacklist of operators not fulfilling their contractual obligations as required by the

respective national systems.
e. Summarized national governance initiatives.
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f. Summarized mineraldevelopment funds.
g. Summarized technical and financial reports.

4. An established ECOWAS Geo-extractives Observatory & Cadastre System is to serve as a
platform to share information on the geo-extractives sector of the Community and shall have among
its components:

i. Mineral (non-petroleum) Sector pathway,
ii. Mineral Sector integrated Regional CadastreSystem

iii. Petroleum Sector pathway,
iv. PetroleumSector integratedPetroleum Registry,
v. Experts Opinion pathway for both Mineral and Petroleum Sectors,

vi. Information derived from other key stakeholders such as, but not limited to, related Civil
Society Groups, Private Sector Groups, Financial Security Markets andExchanges, and other
Government Sectors aside the line-Ministries.,

vii. Information onexisting infrastructure, Environmental Policy and Laws, Land Policy and Laws,
Fiscal and other Regulatory Regimes, etc.

5. An Administrative Body shall managethe observatory and shall set the criteria for material to
beuploaded unto theObservatory. The standard criteria and format aswill bedeveloped shall bemade
available to MemberStates. This Administrative Bodyshallalso:

i. Provide for the governing protocols of this Geo-extractives Observatory,
ii. Provide an outline as would be reviewed periodically, the contentor information on the broad

subjects to be uploaded on the Observatory,
iii. Ensure that the Observatory have links to websites ofMinistries, Departments, and Agencies

of Member States, Private Sector Groups, and Stock Exchanges, among others,
iv. Promote optimal use of existing centres of excellence and structures to enhance practices on

activities within the Geo-extractives Sector.

13.2 National Cadastral Systems

1. For the purposes of this Act, the surface of the Earth shall be deemed to be divided in
accordance with the co-ordinates represented in the official topographic maps of Member States at a
Scale of 1:50,000 and defined by:

i. The meridian ofGreenwich and by meridians that are at a distance from that meridian of fifteen
(15) or a multiple of fifteen (15) seconds of longitude,

ii. The equator and by parallels of latitude that are ata distance from the equator of fifteen (15) or
a multiple of fifteen (15)seconds of latitude, intogeometric sections eachof whichis bounded,

iii. Portions ofthose two (2) meridians that are ata distance from each other offifteen (15) seconds
of longitude, and

iv. Portions of two (2) of those parallels of latitude that are at a distance from each other of fifteen
(15) seconds of latitude.

2. It shall further be that:

i. A geometric section that is wholly withina MemberStateconstitutesa mineral block,
ii. Where only part ofa geometric section is within the Member State, that part constitutes a block,

iii. Notwithstanding the provisions ofArticle 13.2.2i and 13.2.2H, itshall be acceptable for fractions
ofblocks to beprescribed for thepurpose ofa licence to begranted for artisanal and small-scale
mining.
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Section 3 - Mineral Rights

Article 14. Right to Conduct Mineral Operations

i. Theright to conduct mineral activities shall be obtained under these Mineral Rights:
a. Reconnaissance

b. Prospecting
c. Exploration
d. Mining Lease
e. Permits and other Authorizations

f. Agreements

ii. Notwithstanding any title or right which anindividual orbody-corporate may have to any land
ina Member State, inwhich minerals are situate, the holder oranassign shall not conduct any
mineral activity whatsoever, i.e. search, reconnaissance, prospecting, exploration ormining on
or over such land unless specifically granted a mineral right in accordance with the laws of a
Member State.

iii. Where an industrial mineral is required for personal use and not for commercial activity, a
person may, as shall be prescribed by a Member State, not require mineral right for its
exploitation.

iv. A government institution or agency with responsibility for conducting geological activities in
accordance with its powers under an enactment shall not require a mineral right in the course
ofcarrying out its functions.

14.1 Mineral Rights for Large-scale Mining

Articles 14.2 to 14.4 hereunder apply exclusively to Large-scale Mining.

14.2 Reconnaissance Licence

14.2.1 Qualification of Grant of Reconnaissance Licence

Unless otherwise provided in the Legislation of a Member State a mineral right for reconnaissance
activities shall only be granted to an entity registered or incorporated under the Laws of the Member
State.

14.2.2 Application for a Reconnaissance Licence

An application for a mineral right for reconnaissance activities shall be submitted to the Minerals
Cadastre Agency in the prescribed form and manner, and shall be accompanied with a statement
providing, among others:

i. Particulars ofthe financial and technical resources available to the applicant for the proposed
mineral operations,

ii. Projected expenditure to be made ontheoperations,
iii. Details ofthe work programme for the proposed mineral operations.

14.2.3 Term for Reconnaissance Licence

1. An application for a reconnaissance licence shall be processed within a maximum period of
one hundred and twenty (120) days by a Member State.
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2. The term of a reconnaissance mineral right shall not exceed twelve (12) months for the first
grant.

14.2.4 Extension or Renewal of Term of Reconnaissance Licence

1. An application for extension or renewal of the licence shall be as would be prescribed in a
Member State.

2. An application for extension of the term of a reconnaissance licence may be recommended
only if the holderhas materially complied withthe termsand conditions imposed underthe licence.

3. A licence granted for reconnaissance activity may be renewed or extended for a period of not
more than two consecutive times provided an application for the purpose is made within thirty (30)
days from expiry ofthe licence.

14.2.5 Rights of Holder of Reconnaissance Licence

1. A reconnaissance licence granted confers on the holder or an authorized agent of the holder,
the exclusive right to carry on reconnaissance in the specified area for the minerals to which the said
licence relates andto also conduct other associated ancillary or incidental activity.

2. For the purposes of exercising the right conferred under the licence, the holder or authorized
agent shall liaise with and obtain the consent of the land owners with the surface rights and the
impacted community. This consentshallnot be unreasonably withheld from the holder.

3. A holderof a reconnaissance licence shall not engage in drilling or excavation.

14.2.6 Rights of Grantor of Reconnaissance Licence

1. An authorized officer may enter the licence area with or without notice to the holder of the
licence for the purpose ofcarrying out inspection of the reconnaissance activities.

2. The authorized officer may take samples and request for, and take copies of documents that
may be required for the performance ofany duties.

14.2.7 Compulsory reduction of Area subject to a Reconnaissance Licence

1. Where a holder of a reconnaissance licence applies for an extension or renewal of the licence
within thirty (30) days before theexpiry ofthelicence, thearea being retained under thereconnaissance
shall be reduced by one-half of the original area held where the extension is for another twelve (12)
months duration.

2. Where an application for extension ofthe reconnaissance licence is for a period not exceeding
three months, the size of area originally held shallnot be reduced.

3. The procedure, terms and conditions for extension orrenewal shall be aswould be prescribed
bya Member State but inall cases, shall not exceed twelve (12) months.

14.2.8 Rejection of application for Reconnaissance Licence

An application for a reconnaissance licence may be rejected where:
i. An applicant knowingly makes a statement that is false or misleading, or makes a false

declaration or any materially false submission tothe Cadastre Agency,
ii. The application is inconflict with another application or licence granted for thesame mineral.
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iii. An applicant fails to correct any errors or provide any required information to the Cadastre
Agency within seven (7) working days.

14.2.9 Grant of Reconnaissance Licence

1. The Cadastre Office or Agency shall within fourteen (14) days of the approval of the licence
notify the applicant andgive details of fees payable inrespect of the grant.

2. The Applicant shall, within fourteen (14) days after the notice is given bythe Cadastre Office
or Agency, give notice in writing of the acceptance or otherwise of the offer.

3. TheCadastre Office shall prepare relevant agreements, between the Parties, execute same and
servenoticeto relevantkey stakeholders of the grantof the licence.

14.2.10 Revocation or Cancellation of Reconnaissance Licence

1. A grant of the licence shall be revoked or cancelled if the Holder:

i. Fails to give notice ofacceptance or fails to comply within a time specified by law, with any
ofthe terms and conditions of the licence,

ii. Makes a statement or provides information in connection with the reconnaissance licence
which he knows to be materially false,

iii. Is ineligible to apply for a reconnaissance licence under any law intheMember State.

2. On revocation or cancellation, the details of the licence shall be removed from the cadastre
map and from the general register.

3. The Cadastre Office shall notify all key stakeholders of the revocation or cancellation of the
licence.

14.2.11 Programme of Reconnaissance Licence activity

An applicant for a reconnaissance licence shall provide the work programme to be carried-out in the
area being applied for.

14.2.12 Amending the Programme of the Reconnaissance Licence

1. An applicant may amend theprogramme ofwork for anapplication for reconnaissance licence
while the approval is pending orwithin six (6) months from the grant ofthe reconnaissance licence.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for amending the work programme for an application for
a reconnaissance licence, or during tenancy of the grant of reconnaissance licence, shall be as
prescribed in a Member State.

14.2.13 Assignment of Reconnaissance Licence

1. Aholder ofa reconnaissance licence may at any time during the tenancy ofthe licence, assign
part or wholly, the licenceto a third party in accordance with the lawsofa Member State.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for assignment of reconnaissance licence shall be as
prescribed in the Member State.

14.2.14 Amendment to add or subtract minerals

1. Aholder ofa reconnaissance licence may at any time, before the expiry ofthe licence, apply
to the Cadastre Office or authorized Agency to add or subtract a mineral to the existing minerals for
which the licence is granted.
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2. The procedure, terms and conditions for adding or subtracting a mineral shall beas prescribed
in a Member State.

14.2.15 Duties of holders of Reconnaissance Licence

1. A holderof a reconnaissance licence shall comply withthe termsand conditions of the licence.

2. A holder of a reconnaissance licence shall furnish the Sector's regulatory bodies with all
reports.

3. Member Statesshall prescribe otherduties as may be appropriate.

14.2.16 Recruitment and training of Citizens of Member States

1. A holder ofa reconnaissance licence shall submit to theCadastre Office, a detailed programme
for the recruitment andtraining of citizens of Member States as maybe prescribed.

2. The programme for the recruitment and training of citizens of Member States shall be a
condition precedent to the grant of the reconnaissance licence.

14.2.17 Suspension of Reconnaissance Licence

1. A grant of the reconnaissance licence shall be suspended if the applicant:

i. Fails to give notice ofacceptance orfails tocomply within a time specified in law, with any of
the terms and conditions of the licence,

ii. Makes a statement or provides information in connection with the reconnaissance licence
which he knows to be materially false,

iii. Is ineligible to apply fora reconnaissance licence under any lawin a Member State,
iv. Fails to remedy the deficiencies within thetime given by the Cadastre Office.

2. The process for suspending the granting or a granted reconnaissance licence shall be as
prescribed in a Member State.

14.2.18Change of control of company holding a Reconnaissance Licence

A person may not become a Controller of a reconnaissance licence unless:

i. The holder ofthe reconnaissance Licence and the person have notified the Minister responsible
for minerals through the Cadastre Office that the person intends to become a controller of
holder of the licence.

ii. The Minister, notifies the person and the holder within ninety (90) days from the date of
notification bythe person that there isno objection to the person becoming a controller orthat
the period has elapsed without the Minister serving a written notice ofobjection to the person
becoming a controller.

iii. The Minister shall prescribe the information required for the person and the holder who may
apply to be controller ofa holder of a reconnaissance licence.

iv. Where the person fails to acquire the controlling interest within twelve (12) months from the
date of service of notice to the Minister through the Cadastre Office, the notice shall have no
effect.
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14.2.19 Objections to new or increased control of reconnaissance licence

1. The Minister responsible for Mines shall serve a written notice of objection ona person who
has given notice to be the controller of a holder of a reconnaissance licence if the Minister considers
on reasonable grounds that public interest will becompromised bythe person becoming a controller
of a holder of a reconnaissance licence.

2. Where a person required to give notice under Article 14.2.18i becomes a Controller without
having been given approval bytheMinister responsible for Mines, the Minister shall give notice tothe
Controller to provide the required information asmay be prescribed and ifwithin thirty (30) days the
controller fails to provide the required information to the satisfaction of the Minister, the licence shall
be suspended.

3. Any dispute arising from change of control of a holder of reconnaissance licence shall be
referredfor dispute resolution as prescribedunder the laws of a Member State.

14.2.20 Contraventions by the Controller

A person commits an offence and is liable for sanctions in accordance with the laws of the Member
State by:

i. Contravening Article 14.2.18 in failing to give notice to theMinister responsible for Mines.
ii. Becoming a Controller of a holder of a reconnaissance licence without approval from the

Minister responsible for Mines.

14.2.21 Restriction and sale of Shares

Where a person contravenes the provisions of Article 14.2.19 herein or becomes a controller after
notice has been served on the person, Member States shall in accordance with their national laws
ensure that the specified sharesto whichthe person controls shallnot be traded in whatsoever manner.

14.2.22 Notification of ceasing to be controller

1. A person who is a controller of a mining company shall notify the Minister responsible for
mines inwriting within fourteen (14) days of ceasing to bea controller.

2. A person who defaults in notifying theMinister responsible formines commits an offence and
subject to punishment under laws ofMember States.

14.2.23 Notification by Reconnaissance Licence holder

Aholder ofa reconnaissance licence shall notify the Minister responsible for Mines in writing within
fourteen (14) days ofa person who has become or ceased to be a controller ofthe company.

14.2.24 Investigation by Member State on operations of a Reconnaissance LicenceHolder

1. Where at any time, the Minister responsible for Mines considers it necessary ordetermines it
to be in the public interest, the Minister may appoint competent persons to investigate the operations
of a holder of a reconnaissance licence.

2. The processes for carrying out the investigation shall be determined bythe Member State.

14.2.25 Preference of local products and employment of Citizens of Member State

1. Persons or companies operating in Member States shall give preference to the local goods and
services to the maximum extent possible and shall give priority to the employment ofcitizens ofthe
Member State.
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2. Where the Member State isunable toprovide the goods, services and human expertise required
by the mining company, the company has to first source these services from the Community.

3. Persons or companies may only source goods, services and personnel from outside the
Community only after demonstrating to the satisfaction of the Member State that the required goods,
services and personnel could not be sourced from within the Community.

4. Processes forprocuring local goods, services and personnel shall bedetermined bythe Member
State.

14.2.26 Mine Support Services

1. Persons or companies operating in Member States preferentially, shall provide mine support
services in various categories as may be required by the holder of the reconnaissance, prospecting or
mining licence.

2. Member States are toensure that only services that cannot under any circumstances be provided
by citizens of Member States or within the Community shall be outsourced to citizens outside the
Community.

14.2.27 Records and reports by Mine Support Services Provider

1. Where a mine support service provider provides supports to a Holder of a reconnaissance,
prospecting or mining licence, the Holder shall maintain in the Member State documents, records and
samples of rocks that may be kept in a manner prescribed by the Member State.

2. A holderof the reconnaissance, prospecting or mining licence shall furnish the Cadastre Office
and anyother authorized state institution in the Member State periodic updates on his activities.

3. Save for confidential information, Records, documents and information furnished to the
Cadastre Office and any other authorized State institutions shall be made available to the public.

4. Member States shall determine information that is of public interest and those that are to be
treated confidential.

5. All information provided by holder of the reconnaissance, prospecting or mining licence shall
pass onand reside with the Member State and from time to time may be made available to the public
on terms and conditions as prescribed by the Member State.

14.3 Prospecting or Exploration Licence

14.3.1 Qualification of grant of Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. Unless otherwise provided for in the Legislation of a Member State, a mineral right for
prospecting or exploration activities shall only be granted to an incorporated-entity.

2. Member States shall by law grant either exclusive ornon-exclusive prospecting orexploration
licences.

14.3.2 Application for Prospecting or Exploration Licence

An application for a mineral right for prospecting or exploration activities shall be submitted to the
Minerals Cadastre Office or Agency in the form as prescribed and shall be accompanied with a
statement providing, among others:

Particulars of the financial and technical resources available to the applicant for the proposed
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mineral operations.

ii. An estimate of theamount of money proposed tobespent ontheoperations.

iii. Details of the workprogramme forproposed mineral operations.

iv. Particulars ofthe applicant's proposals with respect toemployment and training in the mining
industry of citizens of the Member State.

14.3.3 Terms for the Prospecting or Exploration License

1. An application for a prospecting or exploration licence shall be processed within a maximum
period of one hundredand twenty (120)days by a Member State.

2. The term ofa prospecting orexploration license shall notexceed thirty-six (36) months for the
first grant.

14.3.4 Extension ofTerm of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. Anapplication forextension of the licence shall beasmay beprescribed ina Member State.

2. An application for extension of the term of a prospecting or exploration license may be
recommended only ifthe holder has materially complied with the terms and conditions imposed under
the licence.

3. A licence granted for prospecting orexploration activity may be extended only once and for a
period not exceeding six (6) months provided an application for the purpose is made within thirty (30)
days before the expiry of the licence.

14.3.5 Renewal of Term of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. An application for the renewal of prospecting or exploration licence shall be as may be
prescribed in a Member State.

2. An application for renewal of the term of a prospecting or exploration license may be
recommended only ifthe holder has materially complied with the terms and conditions imposed under
the licence.

3. A licence granted for prospecting or exploration activity may be renewed for as long as may
be prescribed in a Member State provided the Holder mandatorily sheds off one-half of the size
previously held and the application for renewal is made within thirty (30) days before the expiry ofthe
licence.

4. Member States shall prescribe the minimum size of a prospecting or exploration licence for
which a renewal will not be allowed.

14.3.6 Rights of holder of Prospecting or Exploration licence

1. Aprospecting orexploration licence granted shall confer on the holder oran agent authorized
by the holder, the exclusive right to carry-on prospecting or exploration activities in an area for the
minerals to which the prospecting or exploration licence relates and to conduct other ancillary or
incidental activities as shallbe prescribed bya Member State.

2. For the purposes of exercising the right conferred under the licence, the holder or authorized
agent shall liaise with and obtain the consent of the land owners with the surface rights and the
impacted community. This consent shall not beunreasonably withheld from the holder.
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3. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence may engage in prescribed subsurface
excavation and drilling, andmay carry outbulk sampling for purposes ofdetermining suitable methods
to process the mineral.

14.3.7 Rights of Grantor of a Prospectingor Exploration Licence

1. An Authorized Officer may enter the licence area with or without notice to the holder of the
licence for the purpose of carrying out inspection of theprospecting or exploration activities.

2. The Authorized Officer may take samples and request for, andtake copies of documents that
may be requiredfor the performanceofany duties.

14.3.8 Compulsory reduction of areasubject to a Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. Where a holder of a prospecting or exploration licence applies for a renewal of the licence
within thirty (30) days before the expiry ofthe licence, the area being retained under the prospecting
or exploration licence shall be reduced by one-half of the original area held where the renewal is for
another twelve (12) months duration.

2. Where the application is forextension the size of areaoriginally heldshall not be reduced.

3. The procedure, terms and conditions for extension orrenewal ofthe prospecting orexploration
licence shall be asmay beprescribed by the Member State. The process for granting the extension or
renewal shall not exceed forty-five (45) days.

14.3.9 Rejection of Application for Prospecting and Exploration Licence

An application fora prospecting or exploration licence may be rejected where:
i. An applicationdoes not satisfy the criteriaset in Article 14.3.2.

ii. An applicant knowingly makes a statement that is false or misleading, or makes a false
declaration or any materially false submission tothe Cadastre Agency,

iii. The application is inconflict with another application or licence granted for the same mineral,
iv. An applicant fails to correct any errors or provide any required information to the Cadastre

Agency within seven (7) working days.

14.3.10 Member State Participation in the mineral right

1. AMember State may acquire a free carried interest in any prospecting orexploration activity
for which the State shall make no financial contribution towards the acquisition ofthe shares.

2. Notwithstanding the provision in Article 14.3.10.1, the Member State may acquire further
shares inthe prospecting, exploration or mining on terms that may beagreed with the holder.

14.3.11 Grant of Prospecting or Exploration Licences

1. The Cadastre Office shall within fourteen (14) days ofthe approval of the licence notify the
applicant and give details of fees payable in respect of the grant.

2. The Applicant after being notified of the approval by the Cadastre Office shall also within
fourteen (14) days notify in writing of theacceptance or otherwise of the offer.

3. TheCadastre Office shall prepare relevant agreements, between the Parties, execute same and
serve notice to relevant key stakeholders of the grantof the licence.

14.3.12 Revocation or Cancellation of Prospecting or Exploration Licence.
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1. A grant of the licence shall be revoked or cancelled if the Holder:

i. Fails to complywithin a time specified by law, any of the terms and conditions of the licence,
ii. Makes a statement or provides information inconnection with the prospecting or exploration

licencewhich he/she knows to be materially false,
iii. Is ineligible to apply for a prospecting or exploration licence under any law in the Member

State.

2. On revocation or cancellation, the details of the licence shall be removed from the cadastre
map and from the general register.

3. The Cadastre Office shall notify all key stakeholders of the revocation or cancellation of the
licence.

14.3.13 Programme of Prospecting and Exploration Activity

1. An applicant for a prospecting or exploration licence shall provide a work programme to be
carried-out and its minimum budget for the areabeing applied for.

2. An applicant may amend the programme of work for an application for prospecting or
exploration licence while the approval is pending, or within six (6) months from the grant of the
licence.

3. The procedure, terms and conditions for amending the work programme ofanapplication for
aprospecting orexploration licence, orduring tenancy ofthe grant ofthe licence shall beasprescribed
in a Member State.

14.3.14 Assignment of Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence may at any time during the tenancy of the
licence, assign part or wholly the licence to a third party in accordance with the laws of the Member
State.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for assignment ofprospecting orexploration licence shall
be as prescribed in the Member State.

14.3.15 Amendment to add or subtract minerals

1. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence may at any time, before the expiry of the
licence, apply tothe Cadastre Office toadd orsubtract amineral tothe existing minerals for which the
licence is granted.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions shall beas may be prescribed in theMember State.

14.3.16 Duties of holders of Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. A holder ofa prospecting orexploration licence shall comply with the terms and conditions of
the licence.

2. A holder ofa prospecting or exploration licence shall furnish the Sector's regulatory bodies
with all reports, drillhole data and where possible samples of drillhole cores to be stored ina national
drill core shed in a Member State.

3. Member States shall prescribe other duties asmay be appropriate.
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14.3.17 Recruitment and training of citizens of Member States

1. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence shall submit to the Cadastre Office, a detailed
programme of recruitment and training ofcitizens ofthe Member State as may beprescribed.
2. Theprogramme of recruitment andtraining of citizens of the MemberStateshallbe a condition
precedent to the grant of prospecting or exploration licence.

14.3.18 Suspension of Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. A grant ofprospecting orexploration licence shall besuspended if theapplicant:

i. Fails to comply within a time specified in law, with any of the terms and conditions of the
licence,

ii. Makes a statement or provides information in connection with the prospecting or exploration
licence which he knowsto be materially false,

iii. Is ineligible toapply for a prospecting orexploration licence under any law inthe Member State,
iv. Fails to remedy the deficiencies within thetime given bytheCadastre Office.

2. On suspension, the status ofthe licence shall be indicated on the cadastre map and the general
register.

3. The process for suspending the granting or a granted prospecting or exploration licence shall
be as prescribed in a Member State.

14.3.19 Change of control of company holding a Prospecting or Exploration licence.

A person may not become a Controller of a prospecting or exploration licence unless:

i. Theperson and the holder of the prospecting or exploration licence havenotified the Minister
responsible for minerals in writing, through the Cadastre Office that the person intends to
become a controller of holder of the licence.

ii. The Minister, notifies the person and the holder within ninety (90) days from the date of
notification bytheperson thatthere isnoobjection to theperson becoming a controller, orthat,
the period has elapsed without the Minister serving a written notice ofobjection to the person
becoming a controller.

iii. The Minister shall prescribe the information required for person and the holder who may apply
to be controller of a holder of a prospecting or exploration licence.

iv. Where the person fails to acquire the controlling interest within twelve (12) months from the
date of service of notice to the Minister through the Cadastre Office, the notice shall have no
effect.

14.3.20 Objections to new or increased control of Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. The Minister responsible for Mines shall serve a written notice of objection on a person who
has given notice to bethecontroller of a holder ofa prospecting or exploration licence if the Minister
considers on reasonable grounds that, public interest will be compromised by the person becoming a
controller of a holder of a prospecting or exploration licence.

2. Where a person required to give notice under Article 14.3.19i becomes a Controller without
having been given approval by the Minister responsible for Mines, the Minister shall give notice tothe
Controller to provide the required information as may be prescribed and ifwithin thirty (30) days the
Controller fails to provide therequired information tothe satisfaction oftheMinister, the licence shall
be suspended.
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3. Any dispute between the Minister and the Controller ofa holder ofprospecting or exploration
licence shall be referred fordispute resolution as prescribed under the laws of a Member State.

14.3.21 Contraventions by the Controller

A person commits an offence and is liable for sanctions in accordance with the laws of the Member
State by:

i. Contravening Article 14.3.19 infailing togive notice tothe Minister responsible for Mines.
ii. Becoming a Controller of a holder ofa prospecting or exploration licence without approval

from the Minister responsible for Mines.

14.3.22 Restriction and sale of Shares

Where a person contravenes the provisions of Article 14.3.20 herein or becomes a controller after
notice has been served on the person, Member States shall in accordance with their national laws
ensurethat the specifiedshares to whichthe personcontrols shall not be traded in whatsoevermanner.

14.3.23 Notification of ceasing to be controller

1. A person who is as controller of a mining company shall notify the Minister responsible for
mines in writing within fourteen (14) days of ceasing to bea controller.

2. A person who defaults in notifying theMinister responsible for mines commits an offence and
subject to punishment under laws ofMember States.

14.3.24Notification by Prospecting or Exploration Licence holder

A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence shall notify the Minister responsible for mines in
writing within fourteen (14) days of a person who has become or ceased to be a controller of the
company.

14.3.25 Investigation by a Member State on Operations of a Prospecting or
Exploration Licence holder

1. Where at any time, theMinister responsible for Mines considers it necessary or determines it
to be in the public interest, the Minister may appoint competent persons to investigate the operations
of a holderof a prospectingor exploration licence.

2. The processes for carrying outthe investigation shall be determined bythe Member State.

14.4 Mining Lease

14.4.1 Qualification of grant of Mining Lease

Unless otherwise provided for in the Mining Law of a Member State a mineral right for extraction
activities shall only be granted to an incorporated-entity under other Laws ofthe Member State as may
be applicable.

14.4.2 Application for Mining Lease

An application for a mining lease shall be submitted to the Minerals Cadastre Agency in the form
prescribed by a Member State and shall be accompanied with a statement providing, among others:

i. Particulars of applicant including incorporation documents.
ii. Number ofblocks and cadastral co-ordinates ofarea being applied for.

iii. The mineral to be mined.
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iv. Particulars of qualifications and experience of manager and other members of the technical
team,

v. Feasibility reportto be prepared according to guidelines provided by the Member State,
vi. Particulars offinancial resources available tothe applicant for the proposed mining operations,

vii. Evidence of payment of required Fees.
viii. Proposals to incorporate local content, specifically the use of local goods and services and

recruitment andtraining of citizens for the mining activities inaccordance with the guidelines
provided by the Member State,

ix. Environmental & Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) Report and Environmental Permit.

14.4.3 Terms and conditions of a Mining Lease

A lease granted bya Member State shall contain, among others, particulars of:
i. The registered name and address of holder.

ii. The date of issue of the lease.

iii. The term of the mining lease which shall be based on the measured and indicated resources
proven by the company and shall notexceed twenty (20) years for any grant.

iv. The Minerals to be mined.

v. Cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of cadastre blocks.
vi. Period of limitation for the submission of an application for renewal of the lease,

vii. Annual mineral right fee and ground rentpayable,
viii. Obligations of the holder in relation to reporting requirements.

ix. Otherterms and conditions as may be determined by the MemberState.

14.4.4 Ratification of a Mining Lease

The Minister responsible for mines shall within six months of a grant of a mining lease submit all
particulars of the grant and any other transactions relating to the lease to Parliament, or any such
mandated Institution in a Member State, for ratification.

14.4.5 Renewal of term of Mining Lease

1. Anapplication for the renewal of the mining lease shall be as maybe prescribed ina Member
State.

2. An application for renewal ofthe lease may be recommended only if the holder has materially
complied with the terms and conditions imposed underthe lease.

3. A mining lease may berenewed for as long asmay beprescribed ina Member State provided
the holder complies materially with theterms ofthe lease, has mineable reserves tojustify continuous
mining operations, and also, that the application for renewal is made within one hundred and eighty
(180) days prior to the expiry of the lease.

14.4.6 Rights of holder of Mining Lease

1. A mining lease granted shall confer on the holder or an agent authorized by the holder, the
exclusive right to carry-on mining activities in an area for the minerals to which the lease relates and
to conduct other ancillary or incidental activities as shall beprescribed bya Member State.

2. For thepurposes ofexercising theright conferred under the lease theholder orauthorized agent
shall liaise with and obtain the consent of the land owners with the surface rights and the impacted
communities. This consent shall not be unreasonably withheld from the holder.
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14.4.7 Rights of Grantor of a Mining Lease

1. An authorized officer may enter the lease area with or without notice to the holder of the lease
for the purpose of carrying out inspection of the mining activities.
2. The authorized officer may take samples and request for and take copies of documents that
may be required for the performance ofhis/her duties.

14.4.8 Rejection of application for Mining Lease

An application for a mining lease may be rejectedwhere:
i. An application does not satisfy the criteria set in Article 14.4.2 herein,

ii. An applicant knowingly makes a statement that is false or misleading, or makes a false
declaration or any materially false submission to theAuthorized Agency,

iii. Theapplication is in conflict withanother application or licence granted for a same mineral in
a particular location within the concession,

iv. An applicant fails to correct any errors or provide any required information to the Cadastre
Agency within twenty-one (21) working days.

14.4.9 Member State Participation in the Mining Activity

1. A Member State mayacquire a free carried-interest in anymining activity for which the State
shall make no financial contribution towards the acquisition of such shares.

2. Notwithstanding section Article 14.4.9.1 the State may acquire further shares in the mining
activity on terms that may be agreed with the holder of the lease.

14.4.10 Grant of Mining Leases

1. The Cadastre Office shall within fourteen (14) days ofthe approval ofthe mining lease notify
the applicant andgivedetails of fees payable in respect of the grant.

2. The Applicant after being notified of the approval by the Cadastre Office shall also within
fourteen (14)daysnotifyin writingof the acceptance or otherwise of the offer.

3. The Cadastre Office shall prepare relevant agreements, between the Parties, execute sameand
servenotice to relevant key stakeholders ofthe grantof the lease.

14.4.11 Suspension or Revocation of Mining Lease

1. A grant of the mining lease shall be revoked if the Holder:
i. Fails to comply with any of the terms and conditions of the lease within a time specified by

law.

ii. Makes a statement or provides information inconnection with the mining lease which he/she
knows to be materially false,

iii. Is ineligible to have applied or be a holder of a mining lease under any law in the Member
State.

2. On revocation, the details of the lease shall be removed from the cadastre map and the status
indicated in the general register.

3. On suspension, thestatus ofthelease shall be indicated onthe cadastre map and inthegeneral
register.

4. The Cadastre Office shall notify all key stakeholders of the revocation or cancellation of the
lease.
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5. The process for suspending or revoking a mining lease shall be as prescribed in a Member
State.

14.4.12 Programme of Mining Activity

1. An applicant for a mining lease shall provide adetailed work programme ofthe mining activity
to be carried out in the area being applied for and this shall form the basis of obtaining an operating
permit to commence mining activities.

2. An applicant may amend the programme ofmining activity at any time ofthe mining activity
after obtaining the approval ofthe Minister or the Cadastre Office.

3. The procedure, terms and conditions for amending the work programme for the mining lease
or during tenancy of the grant of the lease shall be as prescribed in a Member State.

14.4.13 Assignment of Mining Lease

1. A holder of a mining lease may at any time during the tenancy of the lease, assign part or
wholly, the lease to a third party in accordance with the laws or as may be prescribed bya Member
State.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for assignment ofmining lease shall be asprescribed in a
Member State.

14.4.14 Amendment to add or subtract minerals

1. Aholder ofa mining lease may atany time, before the expiry ofthe lease, apply tothe Cadastre
Office to add orsubtract a mineral tothe existing minerals for which the lease isgranted.

2. The procedure, terms andconditions shall beas may be prescribed ina Member State.

14.4.15Duties of holder of a Mining Lease

1. A holderof a mining leaseshall comply withthe termsand conditions of the lease.

2. A holder ofa mining lease shall furnish regulatory bodies with responsibility for the minerals
sector, all reports, and drillhole data and where possible samples of drillhole cores to be stored in
national drillcore shed in the Member State.

3. Member States may prescribe other duties asare appropriate.

14.4.16 Recruitment and training of citizens of Member States

1. Aholder ofa mining lease shall submit to the Cadastre Office, a detailed programme for the
recruitment and training ofcitizens ofMember States as may be prescribed.

2. The programme for the recruitment and training of citizens of Member States shall be a
condition precedent to the grant of themining lease.

14.4.17 Suspension of mining activities

The mining activities shall be suspended, notably, if theholder:
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i. Fails to comply with any of the terms and conditions of the mining lease, within the time
specified in law.

ii. Fails to conduct mining operations materially in accordance with the approved programme of
mining operations as specified in the feasibility report,

iii. Makes a statement orprovides information inconnection with themining lease which heknows
to be materially false,

iv. Becomes insolventor bankrupt,
v. Is ineligible to have applied or be a holder of a mining lease under any law in the Member

State,

vi. Fails to remedy anydeficiencies within a reasonable time given bytheCadastre Office,
vii. Isconvicted ofany offence relating to smuggling or illegal sale ordealing inminerals,

viii. The process for suspending mining activities shall beas prescribed intheMember State.

14.4.18 Change of control of company holding a Mining Lease

A person may not becomea controllerof a mining leaseunless:

i. The person has notified the Minister responsible for minerals through the Cadastre Office that
the person intends to become a controller of holder ofthe lease,

ii. The Minister in turn, notifies the person within ninety (90) days from the date of notification
by the person that there is no objection to the person becoming a controller, orthat, the period
has elapsed without the Minister serving a written notice ofobjection to the person becoming
a controller,

iii. The Minister shall prescribe the information required from the person who applies to be a
controller of a holder of a mining lease,

iv. Where the person fails to acquire the controlling interest within twelve (12) months from the
date of service of notice to the Minister through the Cadastre Office, the notice shall have no
effect.

14.4.19 Objections to new or increased control of Mining Lease

1. The Minister responsible for Mines shall serve a written notice ofobjection on a person who
has given notice tobethecontroller ofa holder ofamining lease iftheMinister considers onreasonable
grounds that, public interest will be compromised by the person becoming a controller ofa holder of
mining lease.

2. Where a person required to give notice under Article 14.4.18i becomes a Controller without
having been given approval by the Minister responsible for Mines, the Minister shall give notice to the
Controller to provide the required information as may be prescribed and ifwithin thirty (30) days the
Controller fails to provide the required information to the satisfaction ofthe Minister, the mining lease
shall be suspended.

3. Any dispute between the Minister and the Controller ofa holder ofthe mining lease shall be
referred for dispute resolution as prescribed under the laws of a Member State.

14.4.20Contraventions by the Controller

A person commits an offence and is liable for sanctions in accordance with the laws of the Member
State by:

i. Contravening Article 14.4.18 in failing to give notice to the Minister responsible for Mining,
ii. Becoming a Controller of a holder of a mining lease without approval from the Minister

responsible for Mining.
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14.4.21 Restriction and sale of Shares

Where a person contravenes the provisions of Article 14.4.19 herein or becomes a controller after
notice has been served on the person, Member States shall in accordance with their national laws
ensure that the specifiedshares to whichthe person controls shall not be traded in whatsoever manner.

14.4.22 Notification of ceasing to be controller

1. A person who is a controller of a mining company shall within fourteen days ofceasing to be
a controller, notify the Minister responsible for mining inwriting.

2. A person who defaults in notifying the Minister responsible for mining commits an offence
and shallbe liable to punishmentunderthe applicable lawsof the MemberState.

14.4.23 Notification by Mining Lease holder

A holder of a mining lease shall notify the Minister responsible for mines in writing within fourteen
(14) days ofa person who has become orceased to bea controller of the company.

14.4.24 Investigation by Member State of operations of a Mining Lease holder

1. Where at any time, the Minister responsible for Mines considers it necessary or determines it
tobe in the public interest, the Minister may appoint competent persons to investigate the operations
of a holder of a mining lease.

2. The processes for carrying outthe investigation shall bedetermined bytheMember State.

14.2.25 Preferenceof local productsand employment of Citizens of Member State

1. Persons orcompanies operating in Member States shall give preference tothe local goods and
services to the maximum extent possible and shall give priority to the employment of citizens of the
Member State.

2. Where the Member State is unable to provide the goods, services and human expertise required
by the mining company, the company has to first source these services from the Community.

3. Persons or companies may only source goods, services and personnel from outside the
Community only after demonstrating to the satisfaction ofthe Member State that the required goods,
services and personnel could not be sourced from within the Community.

4. Processes for procuring local goods, services and personnel shall be determined by the Member
State.

14.2.26 Mine Support Services

1. Persons or companies operating in Member States preferentially, shall provide mine support
services in various categories as may be required by the holder ofthe reconnaissance, prospecting or
mining licence.

2. Member States are to ensure that only services that cannot under any circumstances be provided
by citizens of Member States or within the Community shall be outsourced to citizens outside the
Community.

14.2.27 Records and reports by Mine Support Services Provider
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1. Where a mine support service provider provides supports to a Holder ofa reconnaissance,
prospecting or mining licence, the Holder shall maintain in the Member State documents, records and
samples ofrocks that may be kept in a manner prescribed by the Member State.

2. Aholder ofthe reconnaissance, prospecting ormining licence shall furnish the Cadastre Office
and any other authorized state institution in the Member State periodic updates on his activities.

3. Save for confidential information, Records, documents and information furnished to the
Cadastre Office and any other authorized State institutions shall be made available to the public.

4. Member States shall determine information that is of public interest and those that are to be
treated confidential.

5. All information provided by holder ofthe reconnaissance, prospecting ormining licence shall
pass on and reside with the Member State and from time to time may be made available to the public
on terms and conditions as prescribed by the MemberState.

14.5 Mineral Rights for Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

14.5.1 Qualification of grant of Small-scale & ArtisanalMining
Reconnaissance Licence

Unless otherwise provided in the Legislation of a Member State a mineral right for reconnaissance
activities shall not be granted to a person unless the person is a citizenof the MemberStateor of the
Community.

14.5.2 Application for a Small-scale & Artisanal Mining Reconnaissance Licence

An application for a mineral right for reconnaissance activities shall be submitted to the Minerals
Cadastre Office inthe form as prescribed and shall beaccompanied with a statement providing:

i. An estimate of the amount proposed to be spenton the operations.
ii. The curriculum vitae of the geologist or appropriate professional who will carry-out the

reconnaissance activity as per the licence.

14.5.3 Term for Small-scale & Artisanal Mining Reconnaissance Licence

1. An application for a reconnaissance licence under this Article shall be processed within a
maximum period ofthirty (30) days by a Member State.

2. The term of a reconnaissance mineral right shall notexceed six (6)months forthe first grant.

14.5.4 Extension or Renewal of term of Reconnaissance Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. An application for extension or renewal of the reconnaissance licence shall be as may be
prescribed in a Member State.

2. An application for extension or renewal of the term of a reconnaissance licence may be
recommended only if theholder has materially complied with the terms and conditions imposed under
the licence.

3. A licence granted for reconnaissance activity may be renewed or extended for a period, only
once, provided an application for the purpose is made within fourteen (14) days from expiry of the
licence.
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14.5.5 Rights of holder ofReconnaissance Licence for Small-scale &Artisanal Mining

1. A reconnaissance licence granted for small-scale orartisanal mining confers on the holder or
an agent authorized by the holder, the exclusive right to carry-out reconnaissance activities within an
area for minerals to which the reconnaissance licence relates and to conduct other ancillary or
incidental activityas are prescribed.

2. For the purposes of exercising the right conferred under the licence, the holder or authorized
agent shall liaise with and obtain the consent of the land owners with the surface rights and the
impacted community. This consent shall notbeunreasonably withheld from the holder.

3. A holder ofa reconnaissance licence for small-scale and artisanal mining shall not engage in
drilling or excavation.

14.5.6 Rights of Grantor of Reconnaissance Licence for Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. An authorized officer may enter the licence area with or without notice to the holder of the
licence for the purpose ofcarrying out inspection of the reconnaissance activities.

2. Anauthorized officer may take samples and request forandtake copies of documents thatmay
be required for the performance of his/her duties.

14.5.7 Rejection of application for Reconnaissance Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

An application for a reconnaissance licence for small-scale and artisanal mining may be rejected
where:

i. An applicant is not a citizen of a MemberStateor Community,
ii. An applicant knowingly makes a statement that is false or misleading, or makes a false

declaration or any materially false submission to the Cadastre Agency,
iii. Theapplication is in conflict with another application or licence granted for the same mineral,
iv. An applicant fails to correct any errors or provide any required information to the Cadastre

Agency within seven (7) working days.

14.5.8 Grant of Reconnaissance Licence for Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. TheCadastre Office shall within fourteen (14) days of the approval of the licence notify the
applicant and give details of fees payable in respect of the grant.

2. TheApplicant shall in turn, within fourteen (14) days afterthe notice is given by the Cadastre
Office, give written notice ofacceptance or otherwiseto the offer.

3. The Cadastre Office shall prepare relevant agreements, between the Parties, execute same and
serve notice to relevant key stakeholders ofthe grant of the licence.

14.5.9 Suspension or Revocation of Reconnaissance Licence of
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. A grant of the licence shall be revoked ifthe applicant:
i. Fails to comply within a time specified by law, with any of the terms and conditions of the

licence,

ii. An applicant knowingly makes a statement that is false or misleading, or makes a false
declaration or any materially false submission to the Cadastre Office.
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iii. Is ineligible to have applied or be a holder of a reconnaissance licence under any law in the
Member State.

2. On suspension, the status ofthe licence shall be indicated on the cadastre map and the general
register.

3. On revocation, the licence shall be removed from the cadastre map and the status indicated in
the general register.

4. The Cadastre Office shall notify all key stakeholders ofthe revocation or suspension ofthe
licence.

5. The process for suspending a reconnaissance licence shall be asprescribed in a Member State.

14.5.10 Assignment of Reconnaissance Licence of Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

Aholder ofa reconnaissance licence for small-scale and artisanal mining shall not during the tenancy
of the licence, assign partor wholly the licence to a third party.

14.5.11 Amendment to add or subtract minerals of Small-scale & Artisanal
Mining Reconnaissance Licence

1. A holder of a reconnaissance licence for small-scale and artisanal mining may at any time,
before the expiry ofthe licence, apply tothe Cadastre Office toadd orsubtract amineral tothe existing
mineralsfor which the licence is granted.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions shallbe as maybe prescribed in a Member State.

14.5.12 Dutiesof holdersof Reconnaissance Licence of Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. A holderofa reconnaissance licenceshallcomplywith the terms and conditionsof the licence.

2. A holder of a reconnaissance licence for small-scale and artisanal mining shall furnish
regulatory bodieswith responsibility for the minerals sector, all reports.

3. MemberStates shall prescribe otherduties as may be appropriate.

14.6 Prospecting or Exploration Licence for Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

14.6.1 Qualification of Grant of Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

Unless otherwise provided for intheLegislation ofa Member State a mineral right forsmall-scale and
artisanal mining prospecting orexploration activities shall not begranted to a person unless the person
is a citizen of the Member State or the Community.

14.6.2 Application for Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

An application for a mineral right for prospecting or exploration activities shall be submitted to the
Minerals Cadastre Office in the form as prescribed and shall be accompanied with a statement
providing:

i. Anestimate of the amount proposed to be spent ontheoperations,
ii. Details of the work programme forproposed mineral operations.
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14.6.3 Terms for the Prospecting or Exploration License of
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. An application for a small-scale and artisanal mining prospecting or exploration licence shall
be processed within a maximum period ofsixty (60) days by a Member State.

2. The term ofaprospecting or exploration license for small-scale and artisanal mining shall not
exceed twelve (12) months for the first grant.

14.6.4 Extension of term of a Prospecting or Exploration License for
Small-scale& Artisanal Mining

1. An application for extension of a prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and
artisanalmining shall be as prescribed in the MemberState.

2. An application for extension ofthe term ofa prospecting orexploration license for small-scale
and artisanal mining may be recommended only if the holder has materially complied with the terms
and conditions imposed under the licence.

3. A licence granted for a small-scale and artisanal mining's prospecting orexploration activity
may be extended only once and for a period not exceeding six (6) months provided an application for
the purpose is made within thirty (30) days prior to theexpiry of the licence.

14.6.5 Renewal of term of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. An application for the renewal of prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and
artisanal mining shall be as prescribed in the Member State.

2. An application for renewal of the term of a prospecting or exploration license for small-scale
and artisanal mining may be recommended only if the holder hasmaterially complied withthe terms
and conditions imposed under the licence.

3. A licence granted for a small-scale and artisanal mining's prospecting or exploration activity
may berenewed only once, provided theholder mandatorily sheds offone-half of the size previously
held and theapplication for renewal is made within thirty (30) days prior to theexpiry of the licence.

4. Member States shall respectively, prescribe the minimum size of a prospecting or exploration
licence for small-scaleand artisanal mining for whicha renewal will not be allowed.

14.6.7 Rights of holder of Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. A prospecting or exploration licence granted for small-scale and artisanal mining confers on
the holder or an agent authorized by the holder, the exclusive right to carry-out prospecting or
exploration activities within an area for the minerals to which the reconnaissance licence relates and
to conduct other ancillary or incidental activities as shall be prescribed bya Member State.

2. For the purposes of exercising the right conferred under the licence, the holder or authorized
agent shall liaise with and obtain the consent of the land owners with the surface rights and the
impacted community. This consentshall not be unreasonably withheld fromthe holder.

3. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and artisanal mining may
engage in any prescribed subsurface excavation and drilling, and may carry-out bulk sampling for
purposes of determiningsuitable methodsto process the mineral.
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14.6.8 Rightsof Grantor of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale& Artisanal Mining

1. An authorized officer may enter the licence area with or without notice to the holder of the
small-scale or artisanal mining licence for the purpose ofcarrying out inspection ofthe prospecting
and exploration activities.
2. An authorized officer may take samples and request for, and take copies ofdocuments that may
be required for the performance ofhis duties.

14.6.9 Compulsory reduction of area subject to aProspecting or Exploration Licence
for Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. Where a holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for small-sale and artisanal mining
applies for a renewal ofthe licence within thirty (30) days before the expiry of the licence, the area to
be retained under the prospecting or exploration licence shall be one-half of the original area held,
where the renewal is for anothertwelve (12) months duration.

2. Where anapplication for extension ofthe prospecting orexploration licence is for a period not
exceeding three months, the size of area originally heldshallnot be reduced.

3. The procedure, terms and conditions for extension orrenewal ofthe prospecting orexploration
licence shall beas prescribed bytheMember State. The process for granting theextension or renewal
shall not exceed thirty (30) days.

14.6.10 Rejection of application for Prospecting and Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

An application for a prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and artisanal mining may be
rejected where:

i. An applicant knowingly makes a statement that is false or misleading, or makes a false
declaration or any materially false submission to the Cadastre Office.

ii. The application is in conflict with another application or licence granted forthe same mineral.
iii. An applicant fails to correct any errors or provide any required information to the Cadastre

Office within seven (7) working days.

14.6.11 Grant of Prospecting and Exploration Licences for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. The Cadastre Office shall within fourteen (14) days of the approval of the licence notify the
applicant and givedetailsof fees payable in respect of the grant.

2. The Applicant shall in turn, within fourteen (14) days after the notice is given bytheCadastre
Office give a written notice in acceptance or otherwise of the offer.

3. The Cadastre Office shall prepare relevantagreements, betweenthe Parties, execute same and
serve notice to relevant key stakeholdersof the grant of the licence.

14.6.12 Suspension or Revocation of Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. A grant ofa small-scale and artisanal mining licence shall be revoked if the holder:
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i. Fails to comply within a time specified by law, with any of the terms and conditions of the
licence,

ii. Makes a statement orprovides information in connection with the prospecting orexploration
licence which he knowsto be materially false,

iii. Is ineligible to have applied or be a holder ofa prospecting orexploration licence under any
law in the Member State.

2. On suspension, the status ofthe licence shall be indicated on the cadastre map and in the general
register.

3. On revocation, the details ofthe licence shall be removed from the cadastre map and the status
indicated in the general register.

4. The Cadastre Office shall notify all key stakeholders of the revocation or suspension of the
licence.

5. The process for suspending or revoking a prospecting or exploration licence shall be as
prescribed in a Member State.

14.6.13 Programme of Prospecting andExploration activity for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. An applicant for a prospecting orexploration licence shall provide the work programme to be
carried-out in the area being applied for.

2. An applicant may amend the programme of work for an application for prospecting or
exploration licence, or within six (6)months from thegrant of the licence.

3. The procedure, terms and conditions for amending the work programme for an application for
aprospecting orexploration licence orduring tenancy ofthe grant ofthe licence, shall be as prescribed
in a Member State.

14.6.14 Assignment of Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. A holder ofa prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and artisanal mining may at
any time during the tenancy of the licence, assign part or wholly, the licence to a third party in
accordance with the laws of the Member State.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for assignment of a prospecting or exploration licence
shall be as prescribed in a Member State.

14.6.15 Amendment to add or subtract minerals to Small-scale & Artisanal Mining
Prospecting or Exploration Licence

1. A holder ofa prospecting orexploration licence for small-scale and artisanal mining may at
anytime, before the expiryof the licence, apply to the Cadastre Office to add or subtract a mineral to
the existing minerals for whichthe licence is granted.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions shallbe as prescribed in a Member State.

14.6.16 Duties of holders of Prospecting or Exploration Licence for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining
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1. Aholder ofa prospecting or exploration licence for a small-scale and artisanal mining shall
comply with the terms and conditions of the licence.

2. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and artisanal mining shall
furnish regulatory bodies with responsibility for the minerals sector, all reports, drillhole data, and
where possible, samples of drillhole coresto be stored in national drillcore shed in a Member State.

3. Member States shall prescribe other duties asareappropriate.

14.6.17 Suspension of Prospecting or Exploration operations for
Small-scale & Artisanal Mining

1. A grant of a prospecting or exploration licence for small-scale and artisanal mining shall be
suspended if the holder:

i. Fails to comply within a time specified in law, with any of the terms and conditions of the
licence,

ii. Makes a statement or provides information in connection with the prospecting orexploration
licencewhich he knows to be materiallyfalse,

iii. Is ineligible to have applied for, or be a holder of a prospecting or exploration licence under
any law in the Member State,

iv. Failsto remedy the deficiencies within the timegiven by the Cadastre Office.

2. On suspension, thestatus ofthelicence shall beindicated onthecadastre map and inthegeneral
register.

3. The process for suspending a prospecting or exploration licence shall be as prescribed in a
Member State.

14.7 Small-scale Mining Lease

14.7.1 Lease for Small-scale Mining

1. A person shall notengage in small-scale mining unless theperson isgranted a mining lease by
the appropriate authority in a Member State.

2. An application for a small-scale mining lease shall be made to a Zonal Cadastre Office
applicable to the lease area, if any, otherwise to the National Mining CadastreOffice.

3. Where a small-scale miningleaseis granted foranareafora particularmineral, noother licence
shall be granted for any other mineral overthe same area, to a different person.

14.7.2 Qualification for Small-scale Mining

A lease for small-scale mining shall be granted to a sole proprietor, partnership, cooperatives,
registeredassociation, or body corporate who is:

i. Citizensof the Member State or the Community,
ii. Has been provided training on small-scale mining by an authorized body as prescribed in the

guidelines on the sector, in a Member State,
iii. Has registered with the Zonal Cadastre Office, if any, otherwise the National Cadastre Office.

14.7.3 Conditions for Grant of a Small-scale Mining Lease
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1. Member States shall respectively, determine the size ofarea that can be granted for small-scale
mining.

2. A lease granted for small-scale mining shall specify the mineral to be mined and the co
ordinates of the area to be mined.

3. Small-scale mining activity shall not be carried out within one hundred (100) meters from any
first, second orthird order waterbody orwatercourse, and aquifer recharge areas.

4. Aholder ofsmall-scale mining lease may use chemicals asauthorized by the Member State.

5. Aholder ofa small-scale mining lease shall not use prohibited substances, such as mercury, at
any phase of the mining activity.

6. A grant of a small-scale mining lease shall be contingent upon the payment of the prescribed
fees.

14.7.4 Duration of Small-scale Mining Lease

1. A lease granted for the purpose of small-scale mining shallbe for a maximum duration of five
(5) years for the first grant. Thereafter, renewable within same maximum periods.

2. Renewal of the lease shall be based on the holder fulfilling the terms and conditions of the
subsisting mining lease.

3. No renewal shall be granted to a holder of small-scale mining lease unless the holder
demonstrates to thesatisfaction of thesupervising Minister that, all environmental conditions relating
to the first and thereafter, subsisting grantshavebeencomplied with.

14.7.5 Duties of holders of Small-scale Mining Lease

1. A holder ofa small-scale mining lease shall complywith the terms and conditions ofthe lease.

2. Member States shall prescribe other duties as are appropriate.

14.7.5 Permissible or Designated areas to be subject of small-scale mining

The Cadastre Offices in Member States shall designate areas which shall be reserved for small-scale
mining.

14.7.6 Revocation of Small-scale Mining Lease

The Minister or any otherwise authorized person in the Member State may revoke the small-scale
mining lease granted under Article 14.7.2 where the holder:

i. Contravenes or fails to comply with the terms and conditions of the lease,
ii. Is convicted for any offence of illicit trade in minerals.

14.7.7 Transferability of Small-scale Mining Lease

A holder of a small-scale mining lease may be permitted to transfer the lease as prescribed by the
Member State.
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14.7.8 Establishment of Local Administrative Offices for Small-scale, Artisanal, and
Industrial Minerals Mining

The National Cadastre Office shall establish zonal administrative offices to:

i. Compile a register of all small-scale, artisanal, and industrial mineral miners,
ii. Supervise and monitor the operational activities ofsmall-scale, artisanal, and industrial mineral

miners.

iii. Collect information from the operations of the small-scale, artisanal, and industrial mineral
miners,

iv. Facilitate theformation ofco-operatives ofsmall-scale, artisanal, andindustrial mineral miners
at the local level.

14.7.9 Establishment of Non-State Actors

There shall be established in all areas designated for small-scale, artisanal, and industrial mineral
mining, Non-State Actors to assist in the management of small-scale, artisanal and industrial mineral
mining at the local level.

14.7.10 Compensation for use of land for Small-scale, Artisanal, and
Industrial Mineral Mining

1. Where a land is designated for small-scale, artisanal or industrial mineral mining by the
Cadastre Office, any applicant for a lease within the designated area or any such areas that may be
determined, shall pay prompt and adequate compensation to the landowner or lawful occupier as
prescribed for the use ofthe land, including but not limited to, the destruction ofcrops orany buildings
or settlement thereon.

2. The amount and method ofcompensation payableshall be determined in the Member State.

14.7.11 Use of explosives and Heavy Earth Moving Equipment

1. A holder ofa small-scale or industrial mineral mining lease may, subject to theregulations of
a Member State, use explosives and heavy earth moving equipment inthemining activity.

2. The Authorized Institution shall ensure that the handling and usage of the explosives or the
operatingof the heavy earth moving equipmentare certified in accordance with laws in the Member
State.

14.7.12 Purchase and Use of Chemicals

Aholder ofa small-scale mining lease may purchase chemicals except mercury inaccordance with the
laws and regulations in the Member State.

14.7.13 Sale of minerals won

Aholder ofa small-scale or industrial mineral mining lease shall hold, sell orexport any mineral won
in accordance with the relevant laws of the Member State.

14.7.14 Mine Support Services

1. A holder ofa small-scale mining lease shall only source mine support services from citizens of
the Member State or citizensof the Community.
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2. Where a holder of a small-scale mining lease sources mine support services from outside the
Member State or theCommunity, it shall constitute grounds for thetermination of the licence.

14.8 Artisanal Mining

14.8.1 Licence for Artisanal Mining

1. Aperson shall not engage in artisanal mining unless the person is granted amining licence by
the appropriate authority in the Member State.

2. An application for an artisanal mining license shall be made to the Zonal Cadastre Office
responsible for the licencearea (if any), otherwise, to the National Cadastre Office.

3. Where an artisanal mining licence is granted for an area for a particular mineral, no other
licence shall be granted for any other mineral over the same area, toa different person.

14.8.2 Qualification for Artisanal Mining

A licence forartisanal mining shall be granted to persons who:

i. Are citizens ofthe Member State orfrom the Community with valid legal status,
ii. Have been provided training on artisanal mining by an authorized body as prescribed in the

guidelines on the sector, in a Member State,
iii. Are legal adults as defined by a Member State,
iv. Haveregistered withtheZonalCadastre Office, if any, otherwise the National Cadastre Office.

14.8.3 Conditions for Grant of Artisanal Mining Licence

1. Member States shall respectively, determine the size of area thatcan be granted for artisanal
mining.

2. A licence granted for artisanal mining shall specify the mineral to be mined and the co
ordinates of the area to be mined.

3. Artisanal mining activity shall not be carried out within one hundred (100) meters from any
first, second or thirdorderwaterbody orwatercourse, aquifer recharge areas, andother restricted areas.

4. Aholder ofanartisanal mining licence may use chemicals asmay beauthorized bythe Member
State.

5. A holder of an artisanal mining licence shall not use mercury at any phase of the mining
activity.

6. A grant ofanartisanal licence shall be contingent upon the payment of the prescribed fees.

14.8.4 Duration of an artisanal licence

1. A licence granted for the purpose of artisanal mining shall be for a maximum duration of not
more than three (3) years for the first grant.

2. Renewal of the licence shall be based on the holder fulfilling the terms and conditions of the
mining licence and any such renewal shall be for a maximum period of three (3) years.
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3. No renewal shall be granted to a holder of artisanal mining licence unless the holder
demonstrates to the satisfaction ofthe authorized institution that, all environmental conditions relating
to the first and thereafter, subsisting grants have been complied with.

14.8.5 Duties of holders of Artisanal Mining Licence

1. A holder of an Artisanal Mining Licence shall comply with the terms and conditions of the
licence.

2. Member States shall prescribe other duties asare appropriate.

14.8.6 Permissible or Designated areas to besubject of artisanal mining

1. The National Cadastre Offices shall respectively, designate areas within their jurisdiction as
reserved for artisanal mining.

2. Artisanal mining shall onlybe carried out in such designated areas.

14.8.7Revocation of Artisanal Mining Licence

The Minister orany otherwise authorized person in a Member State may revoke the artisanal mining
licence granted under Article 14.8.2 where the holder:

i. Contravenes or fail to comply with the terms and conditionsofthe licence,
ii. Is convicted for any offence of illicit trade in minerals.

iii. Operates in any waterbody, watershed or watercourse or carry-out mining in an
environmentally unsustainable manner.

14.8.8Transferability of artisanal mining licence

Aholder ofanartisanal mining licence isnot permitted totransfer the licence to any other person.

14.8.9 Use of explosives and Heavy Earth Moving Equipment

Aholder ofan artisanal mining licence shall not use any explosives orheavy earth moving equipment
in the mining activity.

14.8.10 Purchase and Use of Chemicals

A holder of an artisanal mining licence may purchase chemicals except mercury in accordance with
the laws and regulations in the Member State.

14.8.11 Sale of minerals won

A holder ofanartisanal mining licence shall hold or sell any mineral won to only persons authorized
in the MemberState to buy or deal in the specified mineral.

14.9 Mineral Rights for Industrial Minerals

14.9.1 License for Industrial Mineral Mining

1. A person shall not engage in industrial mineral mining unless the person is granted a mining
licenceby the appropriate authority in the Member State.
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2. An application for an industrial mineral mining lease shall be made to the Zonal Cadastre
Office responsible for the lease area, ifany, otherwise tothe National Cadastre Office.

3. Where an industrial mineral mining lease is granted for an area for a particular mineral, no
other licence shall be granted for any other mineral to adifferent person, for the same lease area.

14.9.2 Qualification for industrial mineral mining

1. Alicence for industrial mineral mining shall be granted to person who is:

i. ACitizen ofthe Member State orthe Community,
ii. Trained by an authorized institution in member state in industrial mineral mining.

iii. Legal adultas may be defined by a Member State,
iv. Registered with the local Cadastral Office.

2. Alicence for industrial mineral mining shall also be granted to aBody-corporate registered by
nationals or Community citizens under the laws of the Member State.

14.9.3 Qualification for industrial mineral miningby non-citizens of Member States

1. A lease for industrial mineral mining may be granted to corporate entities of non-citizens of
Member States where the proposed investment by a non-citizen will bring substantial development,
have significant impact on the economy, and lead to significant job creation for the Community
citizens.

2. Each Member State shall determine itsrelative level of investment required fornon-citizens to
engage in industrial mining.

14.9.4 Conditions for grant of an industrial mineral mining lease

1. Member States shall respectively, determine the size of areathat can be granted for industrial
mineral mining.

2. A lease granted for industrial mineral mining shall specify the mineral to be mined andthe co
ordinates of the area to be mined.

3. Except otherwise provided intheLegislation ofa Member State, a grantof an industrial mineral
mining leaseshall not permit the holder to mine in any river, watershed or watercourse.

4. Notwithstanding the provision in Article 14.9.4.3, industrial mineral mining activity shall not
be carried out within one hundred (100) meters from any first, second or third order waterbody or
watercourse, and other restricted areas.

5. A holder of an industrial mineral mining lease may use chemicals as are prescribed by law in
a Member State.

6. A grant of an industrial mineral mining lease shall be contingent upon the payment of the
prescribed fees.

14.9.5 Duration of Industrial Mineral Lease

1. A lease granted for the purpose of industrial mineral mining shall be for a maximum duration
of five (5) years forthe first grant. Thereafter, renewable for same maximum periods.
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2. Renewal ofthe subsisting mining lease shall be based on the holder fulfilling the terms and
conditions therein.

3. No industrial mineral mining lease shall be renewed unless the holder demonstrates to the
satisfaction ofthe supervising Minister, that all environmental conditions relating to the first grant,
and thereafter, successive grants, have been complied with.

14.9.6 Duties of holders of Industrial Mineral Mining Lease

1. Aholder ofan Industrial Mineral Mining Lease shall comply with the terms and conditions of
the Lease.

2. Member States shall prescribe other duties asare appropriate.

14.9.6 Permissible orDesignated areas to be subject of industrial mineral mining

The Member States shall designate areas which shall be reserved for industrial mineral mining.

14.9.7 Revocation of industrial mineral mining lease

TheMinister or anyotherwise authorized person ina Member State mayrevoke the industrial mineral
mining lease granted under Article 14.9.2 where the holder:

i. Contravenes or fails to comply with the terms and conditions ofthe lease,
ii. Is convicted for any offence of illicit trade in minerals.

iii. Operates in any waterbody, watershed or watercourse or carry out the mining in an
environmentally unsustainable manner.

14.9.8 Transferability of industrial mineral mining lease

A holder of an industrial mineral mining lease maybe permitted to transferthe leaseas prescribed by
the Member State.

14.9.9 Mine Support Services for industrial mineral mining

1. A holder ofan industrialmineralmining leaseshall only source mine support servicesfrom
citizens ofMember States or citizens of the Community.

2. Where a holder ofan industrial mineralmining lease sources mine support services from
outside the Member State or the Community, it shall constitute grounds for the termination ofthe
lease.

14.10 Radioactive Minerals

14.10.1 Qualification of grant of Radioactive Mineral Licence

1. Unless otherwise provided in the Legislation of a Member Statea mineralrightfor prospecting
or exploration of radioactive minerals shall only be granted to incorporated-entities under the Laws of
a Member State. Institutions and citizens of the Member Statemayconstitute the majority shareholders
of such incorporated-entity.

2. Member States shall determine the category ofpersons who qualify to apply for a licence for a
radioactive mineral on behalf of the incorporated-entity.

3. A Member State shall establish or designate an institution for the purpose of advising and
developing the radioactive mineral.
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14.10.2 Application for Prospecting orExploration License for Radioactive mineral

An application for a mineral right for prospecting or exploration for a radioactive mineral shall be
submitted to the Minerals Cadastre Office in the form as prescribed and shall be accompanied with a
statement providing:

i. Particulars ofthe financial and technical capacities available to the applicant for the proposed
mineral operations.

ii. An estimate of the expenditure profile ofthe operations,
iii. Details ofthe work programme for the proposed mineral operations,
iv. Particulars of the applicant's proposals with respect to the employment and training in the

mining industry ofcitizens of the Member State.

14.10.3 Terms for the Prospecting or Exploration Licence for Radioactive Mineral

1. An application for a prospecting or exploration licence for a radioactive mineral may be
processed within a maximum period ofone hundred and twenty (120) days bya Member State.

2. The tenure of a prospecting or exploration license for a radioactive mineral shall not exceed
thirty-six (36) months for the first grant.

14.10.4Extension of Term of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence for a
Radioactive Mineral

1. An application for extension of the licence shallbe as prescribed in a Member State.

2. An application forextensionof the termofa prospecting or exploration licence fora radioactive
mineral maybe recommended only if the holder hasmaterially complied withthe termsandconditions
imposed under the licence.

3. A licencegranted for prospectingor exploration activitymay only be extendedonce, and for a
period notexceeding six(6)months, provided anapplication forthepurpose is made within thirty (30)
days prior to expiry ofthe licence.

14.10.5 Renewal of Term of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence for a
Radioactive Mineral

1. An application for the renewal of prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive mineral
shall be as prescribed in the Member State.

2. The renewal ofthe licence shall be for a two (2) term period, each term for a maximum duration
of thirty-six (36) months.

3. An application for renewal of the Term of a prospecting or exploration license for the
radioactive mineral may only be recommended if the holder has materially complied with the terms
and conditions imposed under the licence.

4. A licence grantedfor suchprospecting or exploration activity maybe renewed as prescribed in
a Member State provided the corporate-entity mandatorily sheds off one-halfof the size previously
held and theapplication forrenewal is made at least, thirty (30) days priorto theexpiry of the licence.

5. Member States shall prescribe the minimum size of the prospecting or exploration licence for
which a renewal will not be allowed.
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14.10.6 Rights of holder of Prospecting orExploration licence for aRadioactive Mineral

1. Aprospecting orexploration licence granted for radioactive minerals confers on the holder or
an authorized agent ofthe holder, the exclusive right to carry on prospecting or exploration activities
in the licenced area for the radioactive minerals.

2. For the purposes of exercising the right conferred under the licence, the holder or authorized
agent shall liaise with and obtain the consent of the land owners with the surface rights and the
impacted community. This consent shall not be unreasonably withheld from the holder.

3. Aholder ofa prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals may engage in any
subsurface excavation, drilling and may carry out bulk sampling for the purpose ofdetermining the
suitable methods for processing the mineral.

14.10.7 Rights of Grantor of a Prospecting or Exploration Licence for a
Radioactive Mineral

1. Officers of an authorized institution may enter the licence area with or without notice to the
holder of the licence for the purpose of carrying out inspection of the prospecting or exploration
activities.

2. The Officers of theauthorized institution may take samples and request for, and take copies of
documentsthat may be required for the performanceof their duties.

14.10.8 Rejection of application for Prospecting or Exploration Licence for a
Radioactive Mineral

An application for a prospectingor exploration licence may be rejectedwhere:

i. An applicant knowingly makes a statement which is false, or misleading, or makes a false
declaration or any materially false submission to the Cadastre Office.

ii. The application is in conflict with anotherapplication or licence granted for the same mineral.
iii. An applicant fails to correct any errors or provide any required information to the Cadastre

Office within seven (7) working days.

14.10.9 Member State Participation in Radioactive Mineral Exploration or Exploitation

1. A Member State may acquire a free carried interest in the prospecting, exploration or
exploitation activity for which the State shall make no financial contribution towards the acquisition
of the shares.

2. Notwithstanding Article 14.10.9.1, the State may acquire further shares in the prospecting or
exploration on terms that may be agreed with the holder ofthe licence.

14.10.10 Grant of Prospecting or Exploration Licences for Radioactive Mineral

1. The Cadastre Office shall within fourteen (14) days of the approval of the licence notify the
applicant and give details of fees payable in respect of the grant.

2. The Applicant shall in turn, within fourteen (14) days after the notice is given by the Cadastre
Office, give notice in writing of the acceptance or otherwise ofthe offer.

3. The procedure for granting a prospecting or exploration licence shall be as prescribed in the
Member State.
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14.10.11 Revocation or Cancellation ofProspecting or Exploration Licence for
Radioactive Mineral

1. Agrant ofthe licence shall be revoked or cancelled ifthe applicant:

i. Fails to comply within a specified time required by law with any ofthe terms and conditions
of the licence,

ii. Makes astatement or provides information in connection with the prospecting or exploration
licence for the radioactive mineral, which he knows to be materially false,

iii. Is ineligible to have applied or to be a holder ofa prospecting or exploration licence for a
radioactive mineral under any lawin the Member State.

2. On revocation or cancellation, the licence for the radioactive mineral shall be removed from
the cadastre map and status indicated inthe general register.

3. The Cadastre Office shall notify all key stakeholders of the revocation or cancellation of the
said licence.

4. The process of revoking or cancelling a prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive
minerals shall be as prescribed in the Member State.

14.10.12 Programme of Prospecting or Exploration activity for Radioactive Mineral

An applicant fora prospecting orexploration licence for a radioactive mineral shall provide a technical
report and budget of theexpected work programme tobecarried outinthearea being applied for.

14.10.13 Amending Programme of the Prospectingor Exploration activities for
Radioactive Mineral

1. An applicant may amend the programme of work for an application for the prospecting or
exploration licence within six (6) months from the grant of the licence.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for amending programme of work for an application for
the prospecting or exploration licence or during tenancy of the grant of the licence shall be as
prescribed in the Member State.

14.10.14 Assignment of Prospecting or Exploration Licence for Radioactive Mineral

1. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence forradioactive minerals mayat anytimeduring
the tenancy of the licence, assign part or wholly, the licence to a third party in accordance with the
laws of the Member State.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions for assignment of a prospecting or exploration licence
shall be as prescribed in the Member State.

14.10.15 Amendment to add or subtract minerals to Radioactive Mineral

1. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals may at any time,
before the expiryof the licence, applyto the Cadastre Office to addor subtracta mineral to the existing
minerals for which the licence is granted.

2. The procedure, terms and conditions shall be as prescribed in a Member State.
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14.10.16 Duties ofaholder ofProspecting or Exploration Licence for Radioactive Mineral

1. Aholder ofaprospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals shall comply with the
terms and conditions of the licence.

2. A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals shall furnish
regulatory bodies with responsibility for the minerals sector, all reports, and drillhole data and where
possible, samples ofdrillhole cores to be stored in national drillcore shed in the Member State.

3. Member States shall prescribe other duties for a holder of licence for radioactive mineral as
appropriate.

14.10.17 Recruitment and training of citizens of Member States

1. Aholder ofa prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals shall, as prescribed
by aMember State, submit to its Cadastre Office, adetailed programme for the recruitment and training
of citizens of the Member Stateor of Community citizens.

2. The programme for the recruitment and training of citizens of Member States shall be a
condition precedent to the grantof the prospecting or exploration licence.

14.10.18 Suspension of Prospecting or Exploration licence for Radioactive Minerals

1. A prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals shall be suspended if the
applicant:

Fails to comply within a time specified in law, with any of the terms and conditions of the
licence.

Makes a statement or provides information in connection with the prospecting or exploration
licence which he knows to be materially false.
Is ineligible to have applied for, or to be holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for
radioactive minerals under any law in the Member State,

iv. Fails to remedy the deficiencieswithin the time given by the Cadastre Office.

2. On suspension, the statusofthe licence shallbe indicated onthe cadastremapand inthe general
register.

3. The process for suspending a prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals shall
be as prescribed in the Member State.

14.10.19 Change of control of Company holding a Prospecting or Exploration Licence
for Radioactive Mineral

1. A person may not become a Controller of a prospectingor exploration licence for a radioactive
minerals unless:

i. The personhas notifiedthe Ministerresponsible for minerals through the CadastreOfficethat
the person intends to become a controller of holder of the licence,

ii. TheMinister, in turn, provides a written notification to the person within ninety (90) days from
the date of that person's notification, that there is no objection to that person becoming a
controller or, that the period has elapsed without the Minister serving a written notice of
objection to the person becoming a controller,

iii. Is a body-corporate registered under the laws ofthe Member State.
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2. The Minister shall prescribe the information required from the person who applies to be a
controller ofa holder ofa prospecting orexploration licence for radioactive minerals.

3. Where the person fails to acquire the controlling interest within twelve (12) months from the
date ofservice ofnotice tothe Minister through the Cadastre Office, the notice shall have no effect.

14.10.20 Objections tonew or increased control ofProspecting orExploration
Licence for Radioactive Minerals

1. The Minister responsible for Mines shall serve awritten notice ofobjection on a person who
has given notice to be the controller ofa holder ofaprospecting or exploration licence for radioactive
minerals, ifthe Minister considers on reasonable grounds that, public interest will be compromised by
the personbecomingthe controller of the a holder.

2. Where a person required to give notice under Article 14.10.19.1 becomes a Controller without
having been given approval by the Minister responsible for Mines, the Minister shall give written
notice to the Controller to provide the required information as may be prescribed and ifwithin thirty
(30) days the Controller fails to provide the required information to the satisfaction of the Minister,
the mining lease shall be suspended.

3. Any dispute between the Minister and the Controller of a holder of the prospecting or
exploration licence for a radioactive mineral shall be referred for dispute resolution asprescribed under
the laws of the Member State.

14.10.21 Contraventions by the Controllerof Holder of Prospectingor Exploration
Licence for Radioactive Minerals

A person commits an offence and is liable for sanctions in accordance with the laws of the Member
State by:

i. Contravening Article 14.10.19 in failing to give notice to the Minister responsible for Mining.
ii. Becoming a Controller of a holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive

mineralswithout approval from the Ministerresponsible for Mining.

14.10.22 Restriction and sale of Shares in a licence for a radioactive mineral

Where a person contravenes the provisions of Article 14.10.20 herein, or becomes a Controller after
written notice has been served on the person, Member States shall in accordance with their national
laws ensure that the specified shares to which the person controls shall not be traded in whatsoever
manner.

14.10.23 Notification of ceasing to be Controller of Holder of Prospecting or Exploration
Licence for Radioactive Minerals

1. A person who is a controller of a mining company for a radioactive mineral shall within
fourteen (14) daysof ceasing to bethe controller, notify theMinister responsible for mining inwriting.

2. A person who defaults in notifying the Minister responsible for mining commits an offence
and shall be liable to punishment under the applicable laws of the Member State.

14.10.24 Notification by Prospecting or Exploration Licence Holder of a
Radioactive Mineral

A holder of a prospecting or exploration licence for radioactive minerals shall notify the Minister
responsible for Mines in writing within fourteen (14) days of a person who has become or ceased to
be a controller of the company.
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14.10.25 Investigation by the Member State on operations ofaProspecting or Exploration
Licence holder of a Radioactive Mineral

1. Where at any time, the Minister responsible for Mines considers it necessary or determines it
to be in the public interest, the Minister may appoint competent persons to investigate the operations
ofa holder of the license.

2. The processes for carrying out the investigation shall be determined by the Member State.

14.10.26 Mine Support Services for Operations on Radioactive Minerals

1. Persons or companies operating in Member States shall preferentially, provide mine support
services in various categories as may be required by the holder ofthe prospecting or exploration licence
for radioactive minerals.

2. Member States are to ensure that only services that cannot under any circumstances be provided
by citizens of Member States or within the Community shall be outsourced to citizens outside the
Community.

14.10.27 Records and Reports by Prospecting or Exploration Licence Holders of
Radioactive Mineral

1. A holder ofa prospecting or exploration licence for a radioactivemineral shall maintain in the
Member State documents, records, and samples of rocks which shall be kept in a manner prescribed
by the Member State.

2. A holder of the prospecting or exploration licence for a radioactive mineral shall furnish the
Cadastre Office and any other authorized state institution inthe Member State, with quarterly updates
on its activities.

14.11 Extraction and Enrichment of Radioactive Minerals

1. Extraction of radioactive minerals andany enrichment processes of these minerals into pellets
or nuclear fuel rods in a Member State shall be under terms and conditions agreed between that
Member State and International Atomic Energy Commission, the World Nuclear Association, and
other such relevant stakeholders, as would beactively supported bythe Authority of ECOWAS Heads
of State and Government.

2. Member States which have granted mineral rights for radioactive minerals shall periodically
update the Ordinary Sessions of the ECOWAS Summit on such mineral operations as would be
determined by the Authority ofHeads of State and Government.

14.12 Surrender, Revocation and Termination of Mineral Rights

14.12.1 Surrender or Termination of Mineral Rights

1. A holder of a mineral right granted by a Member State may surrender part or wholly, the
mineral right provided that:

i. The holder is fully compliant with the laws oftheMember State relating to mining,
ii. The licence area has not been negatively impacted by the operations ofthe holder,

iii. Terms and conditions of the grant of the licence have been fulfilled at the time of application
to surrender.

2. An application to surrender a mineral right shall be made to the Authorized Institution in a
manner prescribed by the Member State.
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3. Where amineral right is terminated, the rights of the holder shall cease without prejudice to
liabilities or obligations that might have been occasioned by the grant of the mineral right.

4. Adispute that arises from the surrender or termination ofa mineral right under this Article
shall be referred for resolution under Article 45 herein.

14.12.2 Vesting of property on Revocation, Surrender, or
Termination of a mineral right

1. Where a mineral right is revoked, surrendered, or terminated, the holder ofthe mineral right
shall within one hundred and eighty (180) days remove any plant or machinery from the mining area
for use by the holder or person deriving title from the former holder of the mineral title in another
mining activity inthe Member State orwithin the Community.

2. Where the Mineral Right is for a radioactive mineral, the holder shall remove any plant or
machinery from the miningarea as prescribed in the Laws of the MemberState.

3. Where a mining plant ormachinery is not removed within one hundred and eighty (180) days,
the mining plant or machinery shall vest in the Member State without prejudice to any liabilities the
holder or person deriving title from the holder may have with respect to the mining activity and
rehabilitation of the environment.

4. Immovable properties ofthe mineral right holder on Revocation, Surrender, or Termination of
the mineral rights shall vest in the Member State.

14.12.3 Delivery of documents to Authorized Institution on termination of Mineral Right

On cancellation or termination ofa mineral right, the former holder shall deliver to the Cadastre Office
or any other office that may be prescribed by the Member State:

i. Records of all obligations the former holder fulfilled under the terms and conditions of the
mineral right licence and any other relevant provisions as by Law established in the Member
State.

ii. Plans; maps; geological, geochemical, geophysical, and environmental data; and any other
information gathered in the course of exercisingrights and obligations under the mineral right.

iii. Any other information as may be requested by the Cadastre Office in both hard and electronic
format.

14.13 Compensation in relation to Mineral Activity

1. A land owner or owners with the surface rights, or the lawful occupier of land which is the
subject of a mineral right is entitled to compensation where by virtue of the exploration or mining
activity, the owner or lawful occupier:

i. Cannot reasonably make use ofall or part of the surface of the whole land,
ii. Suffers loss ofor damage to immovable property,

iii. Suffers loss of expected income depending on nature of crops cultivated on the land, which is
the subject of the mineral right,

iv. Cannot use the land for the original intendedpurposeafter cessation of the mineral activity,
v. Suffersa diminution of the value of the land due to the mineral activity,

vi. Gets deprived ofaccess to the land as a result of the mining activity.
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2 Member States shall prescribe their respective processes for compensation in terms of
relocation, resettlement, or monetary compensation.

3. Where the owner or lawful occupier of land does not have the capacity to negotiate the amount
ofcompensation payable, the Member State shall provide the required expertise to the owner or lawful
occupier on terms and conditions to be agreed with the owner or lawful occupier.

4. The cost of this expert advice shall be considered in determining the level of compensation
payable to the owner or lawful occupier.

5. Where aClaimant for compensation is dissatisfied with the level ofcompensation determined
as payable, the Claimant may appeal for review by the Minister responsible for Mining in the Member
State. The Minister responsible for Mining in the Member State shall within six (6) months from the
date ofreceipt ofappeal determine the compensation payable.

6. Where aclaimant is dissatisfied with the compensation determined to be payable upon review
by the Minister, theClaimant may apply tothe Court for a review ofthe determination ofthe Minister.

14.14 Public Access to Information from Mineral Activities

14.14.1 General Access to the Information

1. Save for classified information, Records, documents, and other information furnished to the
Cadastre Office and any other authorized State institutions shall be made available to the public on
terms and conditions as shall be prescribed by the Member State.

2. Member States shall determine information that is of public interest and those that are to be
treated confidential.

14.14.2 Copyright Information from the Operations

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the copyright in respect of documents, records and
information produced, submitted or attained under anyArticle herein, shall passto andreside withthe
Member State; andto ECOWAS Commission as maybecome necessary; and, maybe made available
to the public under termsand conditions as shall be prescribed by the respective Member States.

Section 4 - Fiscal Framework

Article 15. Fiscal Imposts

Member States shall in general, ensure synchronization ofthis Fiscal Framework with their respective
Revenue Regimes.

15.1 Royalties, Ground Rents and Fees

15.1.1 Royalties

1. A holder of a mineral right shall be liable to pay mineral royalties in a manner prescribed in
theMember State. In determining the royalty payable, Member States shall take into account thetype
and value ofmineral which is to be exploited.
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2. For the avoidance of doubt, this Act hereby prescribes that the rate of royalty for Gold shall
not be more than ten (10) percent (%) and less than five (5) percent (%) ofthe total revenue obtained
bytheholder of the mineral right.

3. For precious and semi-precious minerals, the rate ofroyalty shall not be more than twenty (20)
percent (%) and less than ten (10) percent (%) ofthe total revenue obtained by the holder ofthe mineral
right.

4. For base metals, the rate ofroyalty shall not be more than fifteen (15) percent (%) and less than
six (6) percent (%) ofthe total revenue obtained by the holder ofthe mineral right.

5. For radioactive minerals, the rate ofroyalty shall not be more than twelve (12) percent (%) and
less than five (5) percent (%) ofthe total revenue obtained by the holder ofthe mineral right.

6. For industrial minerals, the rate ofroyalty shall be as prescribed by the Member State.

7. For bulk minerals the rate of royalty shall not be more than fifteen (15) percent (%) and not
less than ten (10) percent (%) ofthe total revenue obtained by the holder ofthe mineral right.

15.1.2 Ground Rents

1. A holder ofa mineral right shall pay ground rent at rates to beprescribed bytheMember State.

2. The ground rent payable shall, among others, take into consideration the type of mineral and
nature of activity being carried out on the land, and the size of the land licenced to the holder.

15.1.3 Annual Mineral Right Fees

A holder of a mineral right shall pay annual mineral right fees as may be prescribed by the Member
State. The Annual Mineral Right fee shall take into account the type and nature of mineral activity
being carried out.

15.2 Taxes

1. A holderofa mineral right shall be liableto pay all taxes as may be prescribedby the Member
State. Such rate payable shall within justifiable limits, align with the average rates being charged by
other Member States.

2. A holder ofa mineral right shall not be exemptedfrom paying taxes on profits.

15.3 Equity Participation in Mineral Activities

MemberStates shall have the right to participate in the operations ofany mineral activity in a manner
as may be prescribed by the Member State. To this end:

i. A competent authority in a Member State may by notice in writing require a mineral right
holder which is a body-corporate to issue to that Member State a special share not exceeding
fifteen (15) percent, by whatever name called in the companyfor no consideration.

ii. The special shares shall constitute a separate class of shares and shall have rights agreed on
between the competent authority ofthe Member State and the Mineral Right Holder.

iii. A Member Statemay also participate in the equity of a mineral operation within its territory
on terms to be mutually agreed upon.
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iv. AMember State may use other lawful 'corporate vehicles' to participate in mineral operations
ofother Member States on prevailing market terms.

v. Aholder ofamineral right which grant includes authorization for commercial extraction may
within five (5) years of mining activities in a Member State endeavor to list their mining
operations on the Stock Exchange as prescribed by the Member State or where not available or
developed, listing shall be inany other Member State.

Article 16. Incentives

16.1 Transferability of Capital

1. Aholder ofa mineral right who earns foreign exchange in its operations may be permitted to
retain a proportion of the earnings in an offshore account.

2. The Member State and the mineral right holder shall determine the purpose and proportion of
theearnings to be retained through negotiation from time to time.

3. Notwithstanding Article 16.1.1, where a Member State can guarantee and demonstrate its
readiness topromptly provide foreign exchange to the holder ofa mining right in the amount required
for machinery and spare parts, there shall be no requirement to maintain an offshore account by the
holder ofthemining right andall funds generated from themining activity willbe inanaccount inthe
Member State.

16.2 Stability and Development Agreements

16.2.1 Stability Agreements

1. A holderof a mineral right which grant includes authorization for commercial extraction may
enterintoa Stability Agreement withthe Member State onlyfor a term of not morethan ten (10)years
or for the duration of the mining lease whichever is shorter.

2. The Stability Agreement shall freeze all fiscal imposts under the general tax laws in the
Member State at the time ofgrant ofthe mining lease and shall remain so during the validity period of
the stability agreement.

3. Where during the period of the Stability Agreement, the fiscal imposts ofthe Member State is
reviewed favorably, the holder ofa mining lease who is under a stability agreement shall remain under
the terms and conditions ofthe stability agreement, irrespectiveofthe favorability ofthe revised fiscal
regime.

4. Stability Agreements shall not affect the applicability of cost on, or any law or regulation
relating to health, safety, labour, human rights, or the environment.

16.2.2 Development Agreement

1. A holder ofa mineral right shall be subject to the conditions as apply to the Member State for
a DevelopmentAgreement where the amount of investmentto be made is in excess of the equivalent
of one billion US dollars.

2. The procedures for granting a Development Agreement shall be as prescribed in the Member
State.

16.3 Exemptions
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1. Aholder ofareconnaissance, prospecting or exploration licence shall be exempted from the
payment ofValue Added Tax (VAT) in the Member State.

2. Aholder of amineral right may be exempted from the payment of customs import duty in
respect of plant and machinery imported wholly, exclusively, and necessarily for the commercial
extraction of the mineral.

3. Where aMember State elects to grant exemptions on plant and machinery, such decisions shall
be based on a value-for-money analysis.

16.4 Deductions and Allowances

All deduction or capital allowances which are incurred wholly, exclusively, and necessarily for the
production ofamineral may be deductible expenses for tax purposes, in the manner prescribed in the
Member State.

Section 5 - General Governance Issues for Enhanced Sustainable Mining

Article 17. Localization

17.1 Regulatory Requirements

1. Pursuant to a localization policyin a Member State, a Mineral Right Holder in a Member State
shall submit to thecompetent authority forapproval, a detailed programme forrecruitment, technology
transfer, andtraining of local personnel, prior to thegranting or renewal of a Mineral Right.

2. Notwithstanding Article 17.1.1, all existing Mineral Right Holders shall comply with this
requirement within three (3) years of coming into Force of a Member State's Local Content
Development Policy.

3. A Mineral Right Holder shall in all phases of operations give preference in employment to
citizens of Member States, especially, affected communities and women to the maximum extent
possible and consistent with safety, efficiency and economy.

4. In pursuance of Article 17.1.1 of this Act, for each mineral operation, Member States shall
ensure that:

i. No expatriate staff is employed for clerical duties and as unskilled labour,
ii. No expatriate staff is employed in the skilled, technical and supervisory staff categories where

such competent personnel are available in the Member State or the Community. Member States
shall ensure the necessary Framework is established for an accelerated capacity building to
substitute any such expatriate,

iii. The necessary Framework is established for an accelerated capacity building to develop
competent personnel ofCommunity-origin for management positions,

iv. Sanctions for non-compliance with the provisions of the Framework for accelerated capacity
building shall use such penalty clauses as shall be adequate to ensure the training of at least
three local staff for the equivalent of each expatriate position.

5. A Mineral Right Holder shall in the conduct of mineraloperations have a procurementpolicy
which gives preference to:

i. Materials and productsof a MemberStateor of Community-origin consistent withthe required
quality standard, safety, efficiency and economy.
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ii. Service Agencies located in the Member State or of Community-origin and owned by a
Community-citizen and or public corporation, to the maximum extent possible and consistent
with required quality standard, safety, efficiency and economy.

6fur Member States sha11 teke stePs t0 enact appropriate legislation to provide for the participation
ofMicro-, Small-, and Medium-scale Enterprises in mineral operations and ensure safe, efficient and
environmentally sustainable activities.

7. Member States are to ensure peaceful co-existence between the Large-scale and the Micro-,
Small-, and Medium-scale Enterprises in mineral operations.

17.2 Local Content Development

1. Member States shall develop Local Content Development Framework which shall include all
policies, enactments, and activities in Member States as contextualized inthe ECOWAS Protocol on
Free Movement ofPersons, and the Right ofResidence and Establishment, aimed at an optimal level
ofactive involvement ofindigene-expertise, goods and services, Community Citizens, businesses and
financing within the Member State.

2. A Member State shall ensure that participation in its mineral activities is open to all Citizens
of the Community and conducted in accordance with laws of the Member State and the relevant
ECOWAS Protocols.

3. For thepurposes ofsupporting national private entrepreneurship and professional opportunities
for Community citizens, Member States shall:

i. Promote the participation of national private sector and public-private partnerships in the
Mineral Sector.

ii. Facilitate access to funding for local participation in mineral projects in the Community,
particularly for women-owned enterprises.

iii. Promotethe pooling of local investment funds for access by local mineral operators.

iv. Promote the development of national expertise and the participation of Community experts in
the development of the mineral sector.

v. Promote the adoption of procurement policies by mineral operators that give preference to
goods and services produced in Member States or of Community-origin that meet, efficiency
and safety standards in the Mineral Sector.

vi. Ensure that mineral operators provide evidence that the comparable quality of goods and
services otherwise needing to be procured from a Third Party State are not available in the
Community.

vii. Promote the giving ofpreference to Community citizens who meet the skills requirements and
professional standards in recruitment, continuous improvement for further advancement and
professional opportunities.

viii. Ensure that a mineral operator provides evidence that the comparable quality of skills and
professional expertise otherwise needing to be procured from a Third Party State are not
available in the Community.

4. Member States shall develop actions and programs to:
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i. Modernize mineral agencies for better efficiency and good governance in the Mineral Sector.

ii. Build institutional, technical, human and financial capacities of agencies in-charge of the
development ofthe Mineral Sector, particularly in the area ofmonitoring and evaluation.

iii. Promote the understanding and application of international mineral-market principles and
technology developments in order to improve the regulation ofmineral activities.

iv. Promote the development ofcollaborations within specialized research and training institutions
in the Community, Centres ofExcellence in geosciences, and Operator training schools.

v. Promote the continuous development ofcurriculum for the training oftechnical staffofmineral
agencies inevolving mineral technologies and administrative practices.

vi. Promote interest in mineral development programs and courses, including gender development,
and funding of universities and other training institutions.

vii. Promote the development and transfer ofinnovative technologies through research, and sharing
oftechnologies between operators in the mineral sector and other sectors ofthe economy.

viii. Promote Community-wide resource mobilization policy for the development of the Mineral
Sector.

ix. Promote the value addition to minerals produced in the Community as an additional
consideration to granting MineralRightson preferential choice.

x. Ensure a holder of a mineral right for exploitation of minerals gives preference to the
procurementofgoods and services locatedand ownedby citizens ofMember States or citizens
of the Community.

xi. Ensure a holder of a mineral right gives preference to the employment of citizens of Member
States or of the Community to the maximum extent possible provided the required skills are
available in the Member State or in the Community.

xii. Develop skills, goods or services, where not available in the Member State, and ensure that the
holder ofa mineral right shall procure such skills, goods or services from the Communityand
where these services are not available in the Community, the holder shall source for the services
from any country in Africa.

xiii. Ensure that a holder ofa mineral right submitsfor approval ofthe Member State, a programme
of activity for the development of Institutional, Human, Technical, and Financial Capacities
and Technology Transfer into the Member State.

xiv. Ensure that a holder of a mineral right only source for skills, goods and services from outside
Africa after seeking approvals from the Member State.

5. Member States shall identify and classifyskills, goodsand serviceswhich shall necessarily be
procured from within the Member State.

6. The manner of procurement of these skills, goods and services shall be prescribed by the
Member State.

17.3 Institutional Model for Implementation, Monitoring, and Evaluation
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17.3.1 National Agency for Local Content Development

Member States shall establish or designate, an Institution as its National Agency for Local Content
Development.

17.3.2 Nature ofthe National Local Content Development Agency

The Agency shall:
Be a bodycorporate with perpetual succession anda common seal.
Have its Constituent Structure determined by each Member State as per the national
development needs,

iii. Have its Administrative and Miscellaneous Space determined by each Member State as are
consistent with its National Laws.

17.3.3 Functions of the National Content Development Agency

The Agency shall have:

i. Powers and functions as conferred on it by an Act of Parliament or any such Statutory
Authority.

ii. Among its main objectives, the development of a National Policy for continuous growth of
linkages within alleconomic sectors, particularly, theoptimal integration of theMineral Sector
with other national economic sectors.

iii. An integrated programme of planning, target setting, monitoring and evaluation, prioritized
sector stimulation for employment creation, capabilities development, and international
competitiveness to promote an equitable share of local content andparticipation of indigenized
knowledge, expertise and skills, technology, goods and services, and finance.

Article 18. Corporate Social Investment (Responsibility)

1. Member States shall establish guidelines and use an appropriate mechanism for the realization
ofmining companies to assist in the Community's aggregate development.

2. Member States shall ensure that:

i. Corporate Social Investment and Alternative Livelihood Programmes enhance the livelihoods
of the host-mineral communities with programs drawn up with the active participation and in
agreement with the communities.

ii. Member States shall prescribe sanctions for violating an approved Corporate Social
Responsibility and Alternative Livelihood Programme.

Article 19. Local Community Development Agreement

In establishing a local community development agreement, all stakeholders in Member States shall:

i. Make adequateprovision for the progressive realization of economic, socialand cultural rights
as they relate to mineral activities and empowerment ofwomen.

ii. Ensure that mining companies conduct their activities in a manner that respects the right to
development in which peoplesare entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoyeconomic,
social, cultural, and political development in a sustainable manner.
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111. Ensure that mineral rights holders obtain free, prior, and informed consent of host-mineral
communities, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, throughout all phases of
mineral operations.

iv. Ensure where a consent for the commencement of a mining operation in a community is
unreasonably withheld, the Member State shall without any further notice to the community
authorize the commencement ofthe mining activity.

v. Ensure that mineral rights holders in Member States respect the rights of host-mineral
communities. Amineral right holder shall particularly respect the rights oflocal people in these
host-mineral communities toown, occupy, develop, control, protect, and use their lands, other
natural resources, and cultural and intellectual property tothe extent possible.

vi. Ensure that where land has been acquired for the development ofa mineral resource, the owner
orlawful occupier shall be paid adequate and prompt compensation in accordance with existing
laws of a Member State.

vii. Ensure that the computation of any compensation for the acquisition of land to develop a
mineral resource should take into consideration the loss to be suffered by the userof the land
area, the inconveniences which can beassessed according to legal principles inmonetary terms
caused to the land owneror lawful occupier, the losses anddamages suffered bythe immovable
assets and their appurtenances, the loss of revenue, including expected losses of agricultural
income; and other reasonably proven losses, by providing compensation in accordance with
best international practices.

viii. Ensure that mineral Rights holders maintain consultations and negotiations on issues or
decisions affecting host-mineral communities throughout the mineral operations.

ix. Ensure that a participatory framework of all stakeholders established to ensure fruitful
collaboration and peaceful cohabitation throughout all phases of the mineral operations.

x. Ensure the cooperation with other stakeholderswhile taking decisions on mineral activities.

Article 20. Local Government Administration's Development Plan

In recognition of the adverse social impactsassociated with mining, Member States shall:

i. Mainstream into local legislations, adequate relief and developmental measures for host-
mineral communitieswith their active participation.

ii. Strengthen multi-stakeholder consultations in all aspects of mineral activities to improve the
synergy among them.

iii. Improve environment, health and safety management for workers andcommunities affected by
mineral activities.

iv. Develop basicfacilities necessary for the development of all aspects of economic activities in
the mineral communities.

v. Create a suitable environment andrelevant incentives forallentities participating inthemineral
sector to be involved in the development of basic facilities necessary for the development of
mineral hosted communities.
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vi. Encourage the common use and maintenance ofthe facilities developed for the communities.

Article21. Mineral-related Development Funds

1. Member States shall ensure that a Mineral-related Development Fund is set up and become
fully functional in their territories and shall have the usage of the portion allocated to community
development mainstreamed into the Local Government Administration's Development Plan.

2. Subject to Article 21.1, Member States shall:
i. Set-up a 'Content Development Fund' or a 'Socio-economic Development Fund', or any such

alternative, to which the State, Mineral Rights Holders, and other beneficiaries of mineral
revenues shall contribute to, byLaw, for the development ofpost-mineral diversified economic
activities.

ii. Ensure that, on a case-by-case basis, the creation of an Environmental, Reclamation and
Rehabilitation Bonds, the Funds ofwhich shall be held in an escrow account in the host country
toguarantee that rehabilitation obligations which are not honoured bythe mineral right holder
are made good through national entities.

Article 22. Research & Strategic Development

1. Member States shall ensure that research and strategic development of mineral resources is
mainstreamed into the natural resource development agenda.

2. Member States shall:

i. Identify key occurring minerals within their territories and where necessary designate them as
Strategic Minerals to National Development.

ii. Take allnecessary legitimate steps for theintegrated development of such strategic minerals to
assist anchor national development strategy.

iii. Dedicate some portion of the Mineral-related Development Fund for 'Research & Strategic
Development'.

iv. Take duecognizance of the increased advantages afforded in the exploitation of the minerals,
by entering intoProduction Sharing Agreements with Mineral Operators.

Article 23. Roles and Responsibilities of the Key Stakeholders

1. Forthe purposes of thisAct, Members States shall also, among others:

i. Develop a National Policy for supporting local content development and participation,
ii. Ensure that mineral right holders shall submit local procurement plans taking cognizance of

ECOWAS Trade Liberalization Scheme and Common External Tariff,
iii. Reduce concessions on import tariffs and duties.
iv. Allocate revenues from mineral activities to support local supplier development,
v. Formulate regulations for supporting local content development,

vi. Promote linkagesand investments along the entiremineral sector value chains,
vii. Undertake wider measures to create a supportive enabling environment for local content

development.

2. Mineral Rights Holders shall, among others:
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i. Identify and broaden access to opportunities available to medium-scale and small-scale
enterprises in the community,

ii. Provide technical support to local suppliers of goods and services in the community as part of
their Corporate Social Responsibility,

iii. Provide financial support tomedium-scale and small-scale enterprises inthecommunity as part
of their Corporate Social Responsibility,

iv. Provide full disclosure ofall procurement and supplier contracts to Authorized Agencies inthe
Member State.

3. Civil SocietyOrganizations and Other Non-State Actors shall, among others:
i. Monitor and evaluate Mineral Rights Holders' implementation of commitments to supporting

localcontent development and expenditure in relation thereto.

ii. Use collaborative advocacy including capacity building for host-mineral communities on local
content development and related supporting mechanisms.

iii. Engage in enhanced collaborative techniques for greater information sharing and awareness
creation within government, mineral right holders, education and training institutions, civil
society, and regional intergovernmental organizations.

iv. Facilitate stakeholder dialogue to exchange knowledge and collaborate on approaches to
supporting local content development.

v. Not do orcause to be done any activity by the community that would hinder smooth mining
activities.

4. Host-mineral Communities shall, among others:

i. Actively take advantage of capacity building programmes toenhance the opportunities of their
participation in mineral operations.

ii. Respect theterms and conditions of all Mineral Rights issued by the State.

5. ECOWAS Commission shall, among others:

i. Facilitate the development of a common framework for defining local content development
and provide monitoring framework for the implementation of the ECOWAS Model Mining
and Mineral Development Act.

ii. Support alignment of provisions and processes related to requirements for mineral-related
licence holders to develop local procurement plans.

iii. Facilitate the adoption of common requirements and processes related to those local
procurementplans acrossthe region.

iv. Standardize and align the content, submission frequency, responsible oversight and monitoring
entities, penalties and enforcement actions to be agreed upon with Member States within the
Community.

v. Develop aharmonized list of products across the region that may beexempted from customs
duties and taxes.

vi. Develop aregional list of suppliers of Community-origin.
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vii. Establish platforms for promoting linkages and investments along the mineral sector supply
chains.

viii. Assist with information sharing and facilitate partnering on upstream activities in the mineral
sector.

ix. Continue to facilitate regional trade, focusing on implementation of rules.

Article 24. Gender Mainstreaming and Child labour

24.1 Gender Mainstreaming

1. Member States shall by enactments address gender issues along the entire value chain of
Mineral Operations.

2. Such enactments shall promote the mainstreaming of gender issues in the Sector's activities.
To this end, Member States shall:

i. Secure equity inthe opportunities available and protect both women and men, while taking
into account the different roles women may play in the sector to mitigate their potential
vulnerabilities to effectively participate in the economies.

ii. Guarantee sustainable livelihoods for both women and men in communities likely to be
impacted by mining activities.

3. Specifically, Member States may consider the following enactments, among others:
i. A Contract Labour Act that could provide for a percentage-quota ofwomen-employees as

contract labour,

ii. AMaternity Benefit Act that would particularly address the child-bearing and child-caring
characteristics ofwomen,

iii. An Equal Opportunity forwomen and men intheMining Sector,
iv. A non-discriminatory Welfare Fund Act, particularly beneficial to all employees of the

industry regardless of demographics and their gender identity.

24.2 Protection of Children from Mining Activities

Member States shall enact appropriate legislation which shall prevent children, as may be defined in
the legislation, from visiting any mining site or carrying out any form oflabour in amining activity.

Article 25. Safety, Health and Environment

1. Member States shall adopt best practice and standards on health and safety in mining
operations.

2. In furtherance with the necessity to develop mineral resources in Member States while
protecting and preserving the environment for both current and future generations, Member States
shall:

i. Strengthen the policy, legislative and regulatory frameworks of theenvironment inthemineral
sector and ensure its effective and efficient enforcement.

ii. Encourage an integrated approach to the needs and management ofthe mineral industry and
the impacts ofmineral operations on the environment and take measures to prevent or mitigate
the negativeeffects of mineral operations in host-mineral communities.
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iii. Identify through mapping and research to establish, where mineral operations will have
irreversible damage onthe ecosystem and declare them as 'Non-mineral Development Areas'.

iv. Develop and apply an environmental manual of best practices to promote the sustainable
development of the mineral sector.

v. Ensure the carrying out of Strategic Environmental Assessment, and Environmental & Social
Impact Assessment for all mineral projects, where applicable.

vi. Improve Environmental Management and Social Impact Assessment methods,
vii. Adopt international best practice for the management ofwaste, effluent, and spillage toensure

that efficient sanitation systemsare in place in the communities.

Article 26. Environmental Protection Obligations

A holder ofa mineral right shall before undertaking any mining activity:

i. Obtain the necessary permits and approvals from the requisite regulatory authorities in the
Member State for the protection of forests, water resources, the environment, other natural
resources and public health in its mining activities.

ii. Carry out themineral activity inaccordance with all national laws, regulations, administrative
practices, and policies relating to the preservation ofthe environment in which the operation
takes place and shall respect all relevant international agreements, principles, objectives, and
standards with regard to theenvironment, public health, and safety.

iii. Conduct the mineral activity in a manner that will contribute to the wider goal of sustainable
development.

iv. Develop and make adequate provision to implement reclamation, remediation, closure, and
post closure plans before operations begin. A plan for this purpose shall be submitted to the
Environmental Protection Agency, the affected community, regulatory body responsible for
mines and other stakeholders for review and approval. Where during the course ofmining, the
mining operating plan changes, the mineral right holder shall produce and submit for approval,
a revised plan taking cognizance ofthe changes in the mining operating plan.

v. Conduct periodic audits to ascertain the operational and environmental performance ofmines
with the active participation ofstakeholders especially affected mining communities.

vi. Be responsible to, prevent and manage spillage of cyanide, mercury and other similar
substances as well as other hazards related to mining activities within their place ofoperations.

vii. Pay for all cost of the operations involving environmental, social, cultural costs of their
operations and shall be responsible for the full cost ofreclaiming and rehabilitating mined out
areas specifying in detail to the competent authority.

viii. Setup Reclamation Fund to cover unforeseen cost and legacy problems oftheir operations
during the pre-production, production, mine closure and post closure phases oftheir operations.

Article 27. Water-use Rights

1. Subject to obtaining the requisite approvals or licences from the lawful State Institution and in
agreement with communities under the environmental impact assessment carried out, a holder of a
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mineral right may, use water from a river, stream, underground reservoir or watercourse within the
land which is the subject ofthe mineral right.

2. Where the right is granted bythe lawful authority, theholder of themineral right shall notuse
the water in such a manner thatwould affect thequality and integrity of thewater body.

3. For the avoidanceofdoubt, the mineral rightsholdershall ensure that its use ofwater resource
shall not pollute and deprive the communities' use of the water resource in fulfilment of their socio -
cultural and economic benefits.

Article 28. Climate Change

A holder of a mineral right shall carry out itsmineral or mining activity in a transparent manner and
in accordance with conventions and protocols established by the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

Article 29. Geo-hazards and Risks

1. Member States shall:

i. Prescribe minimum standards for Mineral Operators to adopt as best practice disaster
preparedness, mitigation, and management mechanism,

ii. Require of Mineral Operators to incorporate in their mineral activities, the carrying-out of
analysis on geological/geotechnical processes that could potentially influence their licence
areas or structures.

2. Member States shall design response systems and mechanism towards mitigation - capacity
building and assessment, data management and monitoring; and shall also consider the following
towards risk assessment:

i. Identification ofhazards and vulnerabilities to risks.
ii. Forecasting hazards and assessing risks.

iii. Dynamic modelling of risk.
iv. Identify relevant decision-making systems and their interactions.
v. Understanding decision-making in the context ofenvironmental hazards.

vi. Improving the quality of decision-making practice,
vii. Vulnerability Assessments,

viii. Effective approaches to risk reduction.

3. Member States and mineral right holders shall generally identify and employ effective
approaches to risk reduction in all aspects of the mineral operation.

Article 30. Resettlement Plan

1. Where subject to the grant ofa mining lease, it shall be necessary to resettle a community to
allow mining activities, the holder of the mining lease shall:

i. Notifythe community to be affected within a reasonable time.

ii. Cause a Resettlement Plan to be prepared in conjunction with the local government
administration, non-state Actors, Traditional Authorities and affected community leaders. The
Resettlement Plan shall consider land use proposals within the affected community,
demographic and socio-economic survey ofthe community, household surveys ofthe existing
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infrastructure, physical and environmental conditions and analyze the environmental
opportunities and constraints.

iii. Submit the agreed Resettlement Plan tothe Minister responsible for Mining and the competent
Authority responsible for Resettlements, for approval.

2. The cost ofresettlement under this section shall beborne bytheholder ofthemining lease and
the obligation to bear the cost of resettlement shall only arise upon the holder actually deciding to
proceed with the mining operation that necessitated the resettlement.

3. Where the operations ofaholder ofamining lease involves the displacement ofany inhabitants,
the Minister responsible for Mines shall ensure that the inhabitants who prefer to be compensated by
way ofresettlement, areresettled bythe holder onsuitable alternative land with regard tothe economic
well-being and socio-cultural values of the inhabitants concerned.

4. The Minister responsible for Mining and the competent Authority responsible for
Resettlements shall set up a Resettlement Committee to ensure the completion of the resettlement in
compliancewith the agreed plan.

Article 31. Surface Rights

1. The holder of a mineral right shall exercise by demanding his/her rights under this Model
Community Act in relation to its mineraloperations.

2. The lawful occupier of land within an area subject to a mineral right shall retain the right to
graze livestock upon orto cultivate the surface ofthe land in so far as the grazing orcultivation does
not interfere with the mineral operations in the area.

3. Where a holder of a mining lease serves notice to the Minister responsible for Mines or the
Regulatory body for the mining sector of its intent to declare a mining area subject to Article 14.4.6
herein, the owner or lawful occupier ofthe land within the mining area shall cease to carry out any
activity in the mining area without the written consent of the holder of the mining lease, or if the
consent is unreasonably withheld, without the consent ofthe Minister responsible for mines acting on
the advice of the regulatory body responsible for mines.

4. Where a mining area isdeclared by the holder ofa mining lease, compensation orresettlement
shall be carried out in accordance with Article 14.13 herein.

5. The owner ofamining lease shall, in the presence ofthe owner orlawful occupier oraccredited
representative ofthe owner or lawful occupier of land, which is the subject ofa Mining Lease and in
the presence ofan officer ofthe Government agency responsible for land valuation carry out a survey
ofthe crops and produce a crop identification map for the compensation in the event that mining
activities are extended to the areas.

6. An owner orlawful occupier ofland shall not upgrade to ahigher value crop without the written
consent of the holder of the mining lease, or if the consent is unreasonably withheld, without the
consent ofthe Minister acting onthe advice ofthe regulatory body responsible for mines.

Article 32. Compensation for disturbance of owner's surface rights

1. The owner orlawful occupier ofany land subject toamineral right isentitled toand shall claim
from the holder ofthe mineral right compensation for the disturbance ofthe rights ofthe owner or
occupier, in accordance with Article 14.13.
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2. A claim for compensation under Article 32.1 hereabove, shall be copied to the Minister
responsible for Mines, Regulatory body responsible for minerals, and the Government agency
responsible for land valuation.

3. The amount of compensation payable under Article 32.1 hereabove, shall be determined by
agreement between the parties but if the parties are unable to reachan agreement as to the amount of
compensation, the procedure for determining the compensation payable shall be as prescribed in
Article 14.13 herein.

4. Where thecompensation requires resettlement, it shall becarried out in themanner prescribed
in Article 30 hereabove.

Article 33. Sustainable Development, Mine Community Infrastructure and Services

1. Member States shall enact appropriate legislation where the holder of a mining lease shall in
collaboration with government ensure that mineral resource development becomes a growth pole in
Member States.

2. Member Statesshall in collaboration withthe mining right holders:

i. Facilitate and nurture human resources development and skills formation in tandem with the
development of resources technological clusters through the facilitation of research and
development,

ii. Facilitate that building of knowledge networks and niches involving academia, industry,
government andother players shall be in integral partof thishuman resource development,

iii. Provide supporting infrastructure including roads, railways, ports, energy, water and
telecommunication especially in mining communities;

iv. Encourage the establishment of strong instruments of collaboration among industry
professionals to identify and address the issues that confront the minerals and mining industry,

v. Promote local beneficiation and value addition of minerals within the Community to provide
manufacturing feedstock;

vi. Promote the development of mineral resources including industrial minerals for the local
production ofconsumer and industrial goods;

vii. Establish inMember States, an industrial base through backward and forward linkages ofthe
minerals and mining sector,

viii. Encourage and support small and medium-scale enterprises sector with greater multiplier
effects and potential tocreate employment that can provide services tothe minerals and mining
industry.

3. Specifically, Member States shall enact appropriate legislations to:

i. Improve the quality of the mining business environment, increase private sector confidence
and participation, and promote investment into the sector,

ii. Establish and increase production of local suppliers of mining industry needs within the
Community and enhancing local beneficiation and value addition of goods;

iii. Facilitate lateral migration of mining technologies to other industries within Member States
and in the Community,

iv. Increase social, human, knowledge and institutional capital in the mineral and mining sector
applicable inother sectors of the national and Community economy.

v. Promote the development of sustainable livelihoods in mining communities;
vi. Ensure that compliance ofindustry players with the highest standards ofcorporate governance,

and environmental, social andmaterial stewardship;
vii. Harness the potential of marginal mineral resource deposits that may not necessarily attract

major international companies and grant them to entrepreneurs ofthe Community.
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viii. Establish the requisite enabling markets and common platforms for critical services in the
mining industry such as raising capital, mineral commodity exchanges, modern legal and
regulatory support, mineral marketing support anddevelopment,

ix. Develop and promote Public Private Partnerships inthe minerals and mining industry.

4. Specifically, the ECOWAS Commission shall adopt policies and legislations thatwill

i. Promote regional integration of and harmonization of the minerals and mining sector in the
Community,

ii. Ensure continued innovation and human resources development in the minerals industry to
sustain a local content use mining to diversity the national and Community and diversified
economy,

iii. Work towards thecreation ofanAfrican Spatial Development Programme that will consist of
a network of key Development Corridors across West Africa to assist in the development of
the Community's mineral resources and associated industries,

iv. Ensure regional cooperation and integration in reducing transaction costs, establishing intra-
regional synergies, enhancing competitiveness and realizing economies of scale that would
catalyze minerals cluster development,

v. Ensure that goods, services, capital and other factors for the minerals and mining sector freely
flow within the Community,

vi. Expedite intra-regional harmonization of laws, regulations and fiscal regimes, among other
critical factors relating to the minerals andmining sector,

vii. Ensure that Member States maximize the resource sector linkages by building integrated
mineral resource industrial clusters across the entire value chains,

viii. Ensure that Member States enact appropriate legislations topromote the pooling ofresources,
both bilateral and multilateral among Member States, for technical data acquisition and
management, in mineral explorationand production.

5. ECOWAS Commission shall promote the establishment ofa West African Market System for
minerals aligned to Terms of International Trade.

Article 34. Human Rights Obligations

1. The holder ofa mineral right in a Member State shall be under obligation torespect the human
rights ofcitizens of the community especially the vulnerable insociety and of itsworkers.

2. A holder ofa mineral right shall ensure that the rights of the local communities where they
operateare respectedat all times. Wheresuch legislations do not exist, Member State shall ensure that
modern legislations to guarantee the human rights of the local communities are enacted.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions ofArticle 33, Member States shall enact appropriate policies
for the progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights of the communities so far as it
relates to miningactivities and the empowerment of women.

4. Aholder ofa mineral right shall comply strictly with the Member States laws on the carrying
and use of firearms.

5. Where a mineral right holder operates in any conflict zone, it shall abide by all the major
international human rights agreements and humanitarian laws.

6. Member States shall establish amechanism for prevention and compensation on Human Rights
violations of mining communities.

Article 35. Access to Information
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1. A holder of a mineral right shall furnish the competent authorities in Member States quarterly
and annual reports of theoperations of themineral activities orat any other time as may beprescribed
by the Member State.

2. All records, information, documents, reports and maps produced by a holder of a mineral right
shall be made available to the public in a manner as prescribed in the MemberState.

3. Member States without legislation on free, uninterruptible access to information on extractive
industries, shall ensure such legislations are in place ina reasonably, shortest possible time.

4. Notwithstanding any provision in this Community Act, the regulatory body or competent
authority responsible for theminerals industry may divulge any information, record, document ormap
produced from a mineral activity to third parties or the general public if it is in the public interest to
do so.

5. For the avoidance of doubt, no information or record relating to environmental degradation,
human health, and safety relating to mining activities shall be deemedto be confidential.

6. A holder of a mineral right whowillfully provides false, incomplete, misleading information or
misrepresents information shall be liable for sanctions in accordance with Article 41 herein.

Article 36. Communication and Duty to Maintain Records

1. A holder of a mineral right shall maintain an address in the Member State with notice to the
Minister responsible for Mines and the regulatory body responsible for minerals. This address shall
hold all documents, reports and maps relating to theoperations of the mineral activity.

2. Anofficer authorized bytheMinister ortheregulatory body responsible forminerals shall have
uninterrupted access to all documents, reports and maps of the holder of the mineral right at any
reasonable time.

3. Information, data or maps submitted bythemineral right holder to theregulator intheMember
Stateshallbe usedingeneratinga geological, mining or mineral databank inaccordance withdirectives
issued by the ECOWAS Commission on the format of the databank.

4. Member States shall identify and create database which is compatible with any
ECOWAS directive for the entire value chain of the minerals sector.

Article 37. Transparency and Good Governance

1. Member States shall sign unto an internationally recognized Transparency Initiative, and may
specifically sign unto the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative ofwhich, they shall strive tobe
compliant with the initiative, within a maximum period of three (3)years.

2. Member States shall adopt minerals and mining policies consistent with the ECOWAS Guiding
Principles ontheHarmonization ofMining Policies and ensure that appropriate institutions have been
set up to managethe effective explorationand exploitation of mineral resources.

3. Member States shall ensure that all operators in the entire mineral value chain fulfill all their
fiscal obligations as provided for in law.

4. Member States shall put in place effective monitoring mechanisms to ensure no leakage of
mineral revenues either locally or to international bodies.
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5. Forthe avoidance of doubt, Member States shall adopt appropriate legislation on the free flow
of information and promote public and media access to information especially as they relate to mining.

6. Member States shall enact a mineral revenue management Act for the transparent and
accountable management ofall streamsof revenues from mining, both in cash and in kind,withinthree
(3) years from coming into-force of this Act.

7. Mining Companies shall disclose their corporate structure, affiliates, andbeneficial ownership,
and any change thereof, as may be prescribed by a Member State.

Article 38. Quality Standards in Minerals Development

1. Member States shall enact appropriate legislation on Quality Standards for the Sector in line
with relevant harmonized international standards. The Legislation shall include the following criteria:

i. Quality Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating entities in
the sector to implementa QualityManagement System based on the most current International
Organization for Standardization.

ii. Environmental Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
entities in the sectorto implement an Environmental Management System.

iii. Social Responsibility which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating entities to
implementan acceptable Social Responsibility standards.

iv. Energy Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating institutions
to implement energyefficientand diversified energy production.

v. Risk Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating institutions to
implement risk management systems.

vi. Food Safety Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
institutions to implement food safety management within the mining community

vii. Information Security which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating institutions
to implement information management security systems.

viii. Organizational Health and Safety which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
institutions to implement organizational health and safety systems.

2. Further to Article 38.1 hereabove, all quality standards shall, at the minimum, be based onthat
of the most current International Organization for Standardization (ISO).

Article 39. Investigations and Auditing

1. Member States shall no less than once in a calendar year, carry out comprehensive auditing of
the operations ofall companies in the entire value chain.

2. Where an issue isreported about the operations ofany company inthe mineral value chain, the
Member State shall carry out an independent, swift investigation into the matter and publish the
outcome in both, select electronic andprint media with wide coverage.

3. A mineral right holder found to have breached the terms of his Licence or Lease shall be dealt
with in accordance with the laws of the Member State.
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Article 40. Offences and Penalties

40.1 Offences and Penalties relating to Reconnaissance, Prospecting or Exploration

1. A person who conducts reconnaissance, prospects or explores for any mineral without a
Licence shall be guilty upon conviction to a fine as prescribed by the Member State, or to a term of
imprisonment for a periodnot less than three (3) years, or to both.

2. Where the person who commits an offence under Article 40.1.1 hereabove is a foreigner, the
person shallbe deported from the Member State afterserving the sentence underthis section, and the
Member State shall notify the other Member States.

3. The person inreference under Article 40.1.2, shall be banned from securing any Licence in any
other Member State within the Community for a period not less than five (5) years.
4. All the equipment used for the illegal reconnaissance, prospecting, or exploration activity and
any mineral won from the activity shall be confiscated to the State.

40.2. Offences and Penalties relating to Mining or Mineral Extraction relating to
Large-scale Mining

1. A person who conducts mining of any mineral without a Lease in a Member State shall be
guilty upon conviction to a fine ortoa term of imprisonment for a period not less than five (5) years,
or to both.

2. Where the person who commits an offence under Article 40.2.1 hereabove is a foreigner, the
person shall be deported from theMember State after serving thesentence under this section, and the
Member State shall notify the other Member States.

3. The person in reference under Article 40.2.2, shall be banned from securing any Lease in any
other Member State within the Community for a period ofnot less than ten (10) years.

4. All the equipment used for the illegal mining activity and any mineral won from the activity
shall be confiscated to the State.

40.3. Offences and Penalties relating to Small-scale Mining

1. A person whoconducts small-scale mining of anymineral without a Lease in a Member State
shall be guilty upon conviction toa fine ortoa term ofimprisonment for a period ofnot less than three
(3) years, or to both.

2. Where the person who commits an offence under Article 40.3.1 hereabove is a foreigner, the
person shall be deported from the Member State after serving the sentence under this section, and the
Member State shall notify the other Member States.

3. The person in reference under Article 40.3.2, shall be banned from securing any Licence in any
other Member State within the Community for a period ofnot less than five (5) years.

4. All the equipment used for the illegal small-scale mining activity and any mineral won from
the activity shall be confiscated to the State.

40.4 Offences and Penalties relating to Artisanal Mining
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1. A person who conducts artisanal miningof any mineralwithout a Licence in a Member State
shallbe guiltyupon conviction to a fine or to a term of imprisonment for a period of not lessthan one
(1) year.

2. Where a foreigner is convicted for engaging in Artisanal Miningwithouta Licence, the person
shall be liable to both a fine and deportation from the Member State.

3. All the equipmentused for the illegal artisanal mining activity and any mineralwon from the
activity shall be confiscated to the State.

40.5 Penalties relating to Repeated Offenses

Where a person repeatedly commits offenses in relation to Articles 40.1, 40.2, 40.3, and 40.4 in a
Member State, the person shallon conviction be liable to a penalty in multiples of the penalty foreach
of the initial offense committed, as prescribed by Member States.

Article 41. General Offences

1. A person who commits any of the general offences listed hereunder, shall be liable on
conviction to a fine and in the case of continuing offenders after first conviction, liable to a fine for
each day the offence is continued, as prescribed by the Member State. The general offenses shall
include, among others:

i. Knowingly makes a statement which isfalse ormisleading inany material particular, inmaking
application for mineral right or renewalof mineral right,

ii. Knowingly includes information which is false or misleading in a material particular, in a
report, return or affidavit submitted in pursuance of the provisionsofthe Laws ofthe Member
State,

iii. Removes or disposes of a mineral contrary to the provisions of the Lawsof the Member State,
iv. Removes a building, fixed machinery or other movable property contrary to the provisions of

the Laws of the Member State,

v. Places or deposits, or causes to be placed or deposited, a mineral in a place with the intention
to mislead another person as to themineral occurring possibilities of the place,

vi. Mingles or causesto be mingled with samples or ore, substances whichwill enhance the value
or in a way change the nature of the ore with the intention to cheat, deceive or defraud,

vii. Engages in the business of milling, leaching, sampling, concentrating, reducing, assaying,
transporting or dealing in ores, metals or minerals, keeps or uses false or fraudulent scales or
weights for weighing the ores, metals orminerals, oruses a false or fraudulent assay scales or
weights orenriched fluxes used for ascertaining the assay value ofminerals, knowing them to
be false or fraudulent,

viii. Fails, neglects or refuses to comply with a direction lawfully given under the laws of the
Member State,

ix. Fails, neglects or refuses to allow or provide reasonable facilities and assistance to an officer
exercising a power under the Laws ofa Member State.

x. Obstructs, isviolent towards, ordelays anauthorized officer inthe performance ofthe officer's
duties under the Laws of the Member State,

xi. Contravenes a provision of a Mining and Minerals Act or Regulations made by a Member
State.

Article 42. Offences by Bodies-of-persons

1. Where anoffence iscommitted by a body-of-persons under the Mining Act ofa Member State
or any Regulations made under the said Mining Act:
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i. Inthecase of a body-corporate, other than a partnership, each director or a principal officer of
that entity shall also be considered to have committed the offence,

ii. In the case of a partnership eachpartner or principal officer of that entity shall be considered
to have committed that offence.

2. A person shall not be considered to have committed the offence by virtue of Article 42.1
hereabove, if the person proves that the offence was committed without the person's knowledge or
connivance and that the person exercised due care and diligence to prevent the commission of the
offence having regard to all the circumstances.

Article 43. General Penalty

1. A person found guilty of an offence under the Mining Laws of a Member State for which a
penalty hasnotbeen expressly provided for, onfirst conviction, shall be liable to a penalty ofa fine.

2. On a second or subsequent conviction for an offence under the Mining Laws of a Member
State, the court may impose a stiffer penalty which shall not exceed twice the penalty referred to in
Article 43.1 hereabove.

Article 44. Penalty for failing to pay a Fine

Except otherwise provided in theLaws ofa Member State, where a fine is imposed ona person under
the Laws orRegulations and there isa failure topay the fine, that person shall besentenced toa prison
term of not less than five (5) years, in addition to the payment of the fine.

Article 45. Dispute Resolution

1. Where a dispute arises between a holder ofa mineral right and theMember State, inrespect of
a matter expressly stated under the Laws of that Member State, the matter shall be referred for
resolution and all efforts shall be made through mutual discussion and if agreed between the parties,
by reference to alternative dispute resolution procedures, to reachan amicable settlement.

2. Where a dispute arises between a holder who isa citizen and theMember State, inrespect ofa
matter expressly stated under the Laws of that Member State, such a matter shall be referred for
resolution, which if not amicably resolved as provided in Article 45.1 hereabove within thirty (30)
days ofthe dispute arising ora longer period agreed between the parties tothe dispute, the dispute may
be submitted by a party to the dispute, to arbitration for settlement in accordance with the Member
State's Arbitration Actor anyother enactment in force for resolution of disputes.

3. Where a dispute arises between a holder who is not a citizen of the Member State and the
Member State, in respect of a matter expressly stated under the Laws of that Member State, such
dispute shall be referred for resolution under Articles 45.1 and 45.2 hereabove and if not amicably
resolved as provided under these Articles within thirty (30) days of the dispute arising or a longer
period agreed between the parties to the dispute, the dispute may, by a party to the dispute giving
notice to all other parties, be submitted to arbitration:

i. In accordance with an international machinery for the resolution of investment disputes, as
agreed to by the parties,

ii. Ifthe parties do not reach an agreement under Article 45.3i herein within thirty (30) days, ora
longer period agreed between the parties, the matter shall be submitted to an alternative
arbitration, in accordance with;

a. Firstly, the framework ofa bilateral ormultilateral agreement oninvestment protection
towhich the Member State and the country ofwhich the holder isa national, are parties.
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b. Secondly, if no agreement contemplated by Article 45.3ii.a exists, the rules of
procedure for arbitration of the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law, (UNCITRAL Rules) shall apply.

4. Member States shall ensure that each Agreement granting a mineral right shall contain
provisions on the methodof resolution of disputes that mayarise underthe agreement.

5. Where a holder has notified the Minister responsible for Mines or the Regulatory Body in
writing that the holder wishes to refer and refers a dispute for resolution, the tenure ofthe licence area
and the mineral right held, as any of the cases may be, shallcontinuewithout diminutionfor the period
ending thirty days after the determination of the dispute.

Article 46. Cross-Border Issues relating to the Mineral Sector

1. Where a mineral deposit straddles two or more countries, the Member States may jointly and
severally develop methodology for the joint extraction of such deposits to ensure economiesof scale
benefits rather thanexploit or develop such trans-border mineral deposits separately.
2. Further toArticle 46.1 hereabove, Member States shall withthecoming intoforce ofthisModel
Act, determine such trans-border deposits and where they are not under commercial production,
commence discussions to develop a framework towards the joint extraction of such deposits.

Article 47. Regional Security, Conflict Prevention and Management relating to the
Minerals Sector

1. Member States shall identify and document minerals ofvalue within their jurisdiction and to
ensure that the exploitation ofthese minerals are undertaken by individuals orcompanies with no links
to terrorism.

2. Pursuant toArticle 47.1 hereabove, Member States shall put in place systems and measures to
trace the source and disposals of all minerals of value andtrail the revenues derived from the sale of
high value minerals.

3. Member States shall jointly ensure the fair and adequate distribution of mineral wealth within
their respective States andtheCommunity at large.

4. Member States shall ensure participatory decision making to foster agreement rather than
exacerbate existing differences. All groups must be involved, with gender and ethnic groups
proportionally represented.

5. Member States shall enact appropriate Regulations that will make it illegal for amineral right
holder and a government official to exploit communities, abuse human rights and instigate violence
within or outside the miningcommunities.

6. Member States shall enact appropriate Regulations to develop microeconomic activities, laws
and policies, that support economic diversification rather than focusing only on the macro-mineral
industry.

7. Further toArticle 47.6 hereabove, the legislations shall ensure the provision ofmicro-credit to
entrepreneurs and small businesses and reducing bureaucratic barriers to establishing a business and
enteringthe formal economy.

8. Member States shall enact legislations that will strengthen national governance in the mining
and mineral sector inparticular, and also, strengthen governance inthe international mineral trade.
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Section 6 - General and Final Provisions

Article 48. Enacting of related Regulations

1. Member States may, by Legislative Instruments, alignor make new Regulations for the purpose
of giving effect to this Model Act.

2. Without limiting the generality ofArticle 48.1 hereabove, Regulations made under this Article
may provide for:

i. A matter which, in accordance with this Act, is or may be provided for by Regulations or which
is to be, or may be prescribed,

ii. The making of an application for a mineral right or extension of the term of an application, or
an application for any other purpose under this Act.

iii. The establishment and operation ofa Mining Cadastre.
iv. The rights and the priority betweenregistered dealings in the register of mineral rights,
v. The functions ofa Mines Inspectorate in the Member State,

vi. Theexamination of a Mineor mineral by the Mines Inspectorate or a person authorized by the
Minister responsible for Mines,

vii. Theretention of an ore or specimen of a mineral bya person in-charge of a Mine or connected
with a Mine for the identification of that ore, or a sample of the ore, and for sampling of the
ore byan authorized officer of theMinister, theRegulatory Body or theMines Inspectorate,

viii. Directions to be given to a person in-charge of a Mine or connected with a Mine by an
authorized officer of the Minister, the Regulatory body or the Mines Inspectorate for the
conservation and development ofMines and minerals,

ix. The making ofReturns of Minerals won and for the valuation of the minerals,
x. The returns to be rendered in relation to accounts, books and plans required to be kept by

holders of mineral rights,
xi. The submission by a person in-charge of a Mine or connected with a Mine of returns and for

the maintenance by the person of the records,
xii. The nature and adequacy of a map or plan required for the purposes of the Mining Act of a

Member State,

xiii. The restriction of mineral operations in or neara river, dam, lake, forest or stream,
xiv. The grazing of cattle or other animals onanarea subject to a mineral right,
xv. The gathering offirewood and the cutting down and use oftimber for the purposes ofcarrying

out prospecting and mining operations,
xvi. The renewal, transfer, assignment, mortgaging, suspension, cancellation and surrender of

mineral rights,
xvii. The protection of pits, shafts and other dangerous places,

xviii. The reportingand inquiry into accidents,
xix. Fees payable under the MiningAct of a Member State.
xx. Forms of applications and licences to be made or issued under the Mining Act of a Member

State,

xxi. Construction of roads, bridges and dams and any other civil undertaking required for the
intended mineral operations.

3. The Minister responsible for Mines orany competent Authority in a Member State may make
Regulations fixing all or any fees payable under its Mining Act, at concessionary rates for mineral
rights held by citizens where:

i. The mineral right is of an areanotgreater than two (2)Cadastre Block Units,
ii. The total area which is the subject ofthe mineral right, in which the citizen holds a legal or

beneficial interest doesnot exceed twenty (20) Cadastre BlockUnits.
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4. Without limiting the generality of Article 48.1, Regulations made under this Article may
provide formatters concerning environmental protection, health andsafety including:

i. Ensuring the safety of the public andthesafety andwelfare of persons employed inMines, and
the carrying-outofmineral operations in a safe, properand effective manner,

ii. Preventing employment of incompetent persons to be in charge of machinery,
iii. Preventing injury to persons or property ina mining areafrom chemicals reagents,
iv. Regulating the use ofexplosives in mineral operations.
v. The powers and procedures of the Mines Inspectorate with respect to matters of health and

safety in mining areasparticularly as regards small-scale mining operations.

Article 49. General Provisions

1. The undertakings ensuing from theprovisions of this Community Act shall notbe interpreted
as being a contradiction to the spirit and letter of theConventions or Accords linking a Member State
with a Third Party State as long as these Conventions and Accords are not in contradiction with the
spirit and letter ofthis Community Act.

2. In interpreting or implementing this Community Act, recourse may be made to the various
International Guidelines, Principles andConventions for regulating Business Enterprises.

3. Member States undertake to promote intra- and inter-State cooperation in the implementation
ofthis Community Act.

4. To this end:

i. The President of the ECOWAS Commission shall facilitate interstate cooperation between
National Mineral Commissions orAgencies and other stakeholders in theMineral Industry.

ii. Members States and ECOWAS Commission shall adopt all necessary legitimate measures to
comply with this Community Act.

iii. Where the MemberStatesadoptthis Community Act, the texts shall contain a reference to this
Act, or shall have such reference attached when officially published.

iv. Member States shall, byan adopted mechanism, notify thePresident ofECOWAS Commission
annually on measures or arrangements they adopt to comply with the provisions of this
Community Act.

Article 50. Implementation Authority

Member States shall identify an appropriate State Institution to implement the ECOWAS Model
Mining and Mineral Development Actand report onitsperformance tothegovernment oftheMember
State and to the ECOWAS Commission.

Article 51. Amendments to this Model Act

1. Member States or ECOWAS Commission may initiate amendments to this Model Act. Any
such amendment shall follow the standard ECOWAS processes for adoption by the decision-making
organs.

2. Pursuant to Article 51.1, Member States shall in writing, notify the President of ECOWAS
Commission, proposing any amendments to this Model Act.
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3. Notwithstandingthe provision inArticles51.1 and 51.2,this ModelAct may be reviewedevery
ten (10) years.

Article 52. Monitoring & Evaluation of Implementation

1. Member States and the Institutions of ECOWAS Commission undertake to immediately
commence the implementationof this ECOWAS Model Mining & Minerals DevelopmentAct and its
Implementation Strategy, upon Entry-into-Force.

2. Member States, the Community Parliament, ECOWAS Commission, and the Council of
Ministers, each in its capacity and through its relevant organs or agencies shall be in charge of the
implementation, monitoringand evaluationofthis ECOWAS ModelMining& MineralsDevelopment
Act and its Implementation Strategy.

3. The Member Statesand the ECOWAS Commission shall, upon Entry-into-Force, adopt all the
necessary measures to comply with this Model Act in accordance with its ImplementationStrategy.

Article 53. Transitional Provisions

1. A licence, lease or permit granted or issued under an enactment and subsisting immediately
before the coming into-Force of this Community Act shall continue under the laws applicable
immediately beforethe commencement of thisAct,except thatthe Ministerresponsible forMines may
by a Legislative Instrument make specified leases, licences, permits, and agreements subject to this
Act or subject to specific provisions of this Act as shall be stated.

2. An instrument issued by the Minister under Article 53.1 hereabove shall not have the effect of
imposing or increasing annual holding costs in respect of mining rightsheld, or otherwise impose an
additional financial burden on the holder of the mineral right for a period of five (5) years from the
date of the coming into-Force of this CommunityAct.

3. A dispute that arises between the Minister anda holder of a licence, leaseor permitpursuant to
an Instrument issued by the Minister under Article 53.2 shall be referred for resolution under Article
45 herein.

Article 54. Publication and Entry-into-Force

1. This Community Act and its Implementation Strategy shall be published by the ECOWAS
Commission in the Official Journal of the Economic Community of WestAfrican States within thirty
(30) days of its signature.

2. It shall alsobe published by each Member State in itsNational Gazette within thirty (30) days
after notification by the Commission.

3. This Community ActanditsImplementation Strategy shall Enter-into-Force upon publication
in the Official Journal ofthe Community.

DONE IN THIS DAY OF 2019

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES, HAVE SIGNED

SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.00/00/20yy
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IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES,
ALL THREE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.
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1.0 Implementation Strategy

1.1 In this Implementation Strategy, the various key provisions are grouped into Clusters. These have also been scheduled into Short-term (1-3 years),
Mid-term (4-6 years) and Long-term (7-10 years) depending on the critical nature of their implementation to the realization of the objectives of the
ECOWAS Model Minerals & Mining Development Act (EMMMDA).

1.2The mode of implementation of this Strategy by various institutions are to be determined by each Member State. The Strategy is outlined hereunder:

Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
1. Ownership &
Vesting of Mineral
Resources

Member State Ownership of
Minerals

Pass legislation on State
ownership of mineral
resources where non

existent

Vesting of Minerals Legislation passed to
ensure that mineral

resource is vested in the

State to be held and

managed in trust for the
people of the respective
Member State

Custodianship of Information Member States shall create

or designate a National
Agency, which shall have
the mandate as the Central

Custodian of all geological
and geotechnical data and
information.

2. Land for mineral

activities

State acquisition of land Identify prospective areas through geological mapping for mineral activities.

Where a prospective land is identified, Member State may acquire the land or
authorize its use under an applicable enactment for the entire life cycle of the mining
activity.
Consent of the landowners or lawful occupiers required (which consent shall not be
unreasonably withheld) before commencement of any mineral activity
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Land available for application
for mineral right

In principle all lands
subject to mineral right.
Member States to identify
areas that can be subject to
a mineral right.

Land reserved from Mining Member States to identify 'no go zones' for mining activities if such lands have
particular risks to the preservation of peace and security including areas, which have
irreversible consequences for social and cultural sensitivity

3. Trading in
Minerals

Exportation & Sale of Minerals Member States shall not

permit any person to
export minerals in their
raw state without a licence

granted by the
Government of the

Member State.

Develop legislation on Trading on minerals where non
existent

Member States shall put in place the necessary facilities
to ensure value addition to minerals produced in-country
as a first option.
Where value addition in-

country is not feasible,
Member States shall

investigate the possibility
of processing the mineral
in the Community as a
second option.
Where value addition in

the Community is not
feasible, Member States
shall investigate the
possibility of processing
the mineral in an African
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) . Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
country as an alternative
option.
Member State to ensure

that diamonds are

subjected to the Kimberley
Process Certification

Scheme in addition to any
other Certification Scheme

that may be adopted by
ECOWAS.

4. Management of
Mineral Resources

Creation of an Advisory Council
on Mineral Resources

Member States may create an independent Council or
Committee on Mineral Resources that shall be apolitical
with membership of identified recognized professional
bodies that shall provide overarching policy direction on
all matters relating to minerals sector.

Power of Ministry or Agency to
grant mineral rights

Member States shall

designate a Ministry or an
Agency which shall have
sufficient autonomy to be
responsible for the
negotiation, grant,
revocation, suspension or
renewal of mineral rights.

Member States' Right of Pre
emption

Member States enact

legislation that shall have
right of pre-emption over
all minerals won or

obtained in any land,
including territorial
waters, exclusive
economic zone or the

continental shelf and any
products derived from the
processing or refining or



Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
treatment of these

minerals.

Regional Cadastre System Create Regional Cadastre System to interface National
Cadastre Systems

National Cadastral System Create National Cadastre

Systems to manage
mineral rights
transparently

Right to Conduct Mineral
Operations

Member States to enact

legislations on processes
for conducting mineral
operations

Reconnaissance License Develop Framework for
Reconnaissance,
Prospecting, Research or
Exploration Licences in
accordance with the

Community Act

Prospecting or Exploration
Licence

Mining Lease Develop Framework for
Mining Leases in
accordance with the

Community Act.
Mineral Rights for Small Scale
and Artisanal Mining Develop Framework for

Small Scale and Artisanal

Mining in accordance with
the Community Act.

Small-scale Mining

Artisanal Mining

Mineral Rights for Industrial
Minerals

Develop Framework for
Industrial and other

Minerals in accordance

with the Community Act.
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Mineral Rights for Radioactive
Minerals

Develop Framework for
Radioactive Minerals in

accordance with the

Community Act.
5. Fiscal Imposts

Royalties Develop Regulations for
Royalties, Annual Mineral
Right Fees, Ground Rent,
Taxes, and Depreciation.

Annual Mineral Right Fee
Ground Rent

Taxes

Equity Participation Develop Framework for
Equity participation and in
mineral activities in

general

Participation in Mineral
Activities

Exemptions Develop legislation for
exemptions, deductions
and allowances

Deductions & Allowances

6. Incentives Transferability of Capital Develop appropriate
legislation on transfer of
capital

Stability & Development
Agreements

Develop appropriate
stability and development
agreements for the
minerals and mining sector

7. Localization &

Local Content

Localization shall include all policies, enactments, and activities that aim to increase
local procurement of goods and services, training, technology transfer and
development of local entrepreneurship, designed towards eventual substitution of
expatriates and the high participation of citizens of Member States or the Community
in the Sector, with optimal Community-indigene participation as may be required.

Localization Put in place effective
Regulatory requirementsLocal Content Development

Institutional Model for

Implementation, Monitoring &
Evaluation

Member States shall establish or designate, an
Institution as its National Agency for Local Content
Development.
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
National Agency for Local
Content Development

Create or strengthen
Agency for local content
development including its
nature and functions

8. Corporate Social
Investments

Local Community Development
Agreement.

Develop model local
content development
Agreement for mineral
title holders depending on
type of mineral right

Local Government

Administration Development
Plan

Ensure local mining
community development
plan is aligned to the Local
Government development
plan.

9. Mineral

Development Fund
Create a Mineral

Development Fund.
10. Research &

Strategic
Development

Develop Research and
Strategic Development
Plans

11. Quality Standards
in Minerals

Development

Quality Management Quality Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
entities in the sector to implement a Quality Management System based on the most
current International Organization for Standardization.

Environmental Management Environmental Management that shall encourage stakeholder institutions and
operating entities in the sector to implement an Environmental Management System.

Social Responsibility Social Responsibility that shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
entities to implement an acceptable Social Responsibility standards.

Energy Management Energy Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
institutions to implement energy efficient and diversified energy production

Risk Management Risk Management whichshall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating
institutions to implement risk management systems

Food Safety Management Food Safety Management which shall encourage stakeholder institutions and
operating institutions to implement food safety managementwithin the mining
community
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Information Security Information Security that shall encourage stakeholder institutions and operating

institutions to implement information management security systems.
Organizational Health & Safety Organizational Health and Safety that shall encourage stakeholder institutions and

operating institutions to implement organizational health and safety systems.
12. Roles and

Responsibility of key
Stakeholders

Member State Roles &

Responsibilities to enact
Legislations or adopt policies

Develop a National Policy
for supporting local
content development and
participation.
Ensure that mineral right ho ders shall submit local
procurement plans taking cognizance of ECOWAS
Trade Liberalization Scheme and Common External

Tariff.

Reduce concessions on

import tariffs and duties
Allocate revenues from mineral activities to support local supplier development
Formulate regulations for supporting local content
development
Promote linkages and investments along the entire mineral sector value chains.
Undertake wider measures

to create a supportive
enabling environment for
local content development

Role of Mineral Right Holders Identify and broaden
access to opportunities
available to medium-scale

and small-scale enterprises
in the Community
Provide technical support to suppliers of goods and services in the Community.
Provide financial support to medium scale and small
scale enterprises in the Community as part of their
Corporate Social Responsibility
Provide full disclosure ofall procurement and supplier contracts to Authorized
Agencies in the Member State.
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Role of Civil Society
Organizations and other Non-
State Actors

Monitor and evaluate Mineral Rights Holders' implementation of commitments to
supporting local content development and expenditure

Use collaborative advocacy including capacity building for host-mineral communities
on local content development and related supporting mechanisms
Engage in enhanced collaborative techniques for greater information sharing and
awareness creation within government, mineral right holders, education and training
institutions, civil society, and regional intergovernmental organizations
Facilitate stakeholder dialogue to exchange knowledge
and collaborate on approaches to supporting local
content development
Not do or cause to be done any activity by the community that would hinder smooth
mining activities

Role of Host Mineral

Community
Actively take advantage of capacity building programmes to enhance the
opportunities of their participation in mineral operations
Respect the terms and conditions of all Mineral Rights issued by the State

Role of ECOWAS Commission Facilitate the development of a common framework for defining local content
development and provide monitoring framework for the implementation of the
ECOWAS Mining and Minerals Development Act.
Support alignment of
provisions and processes
related to requirements for
mineral-related licence

holders to develop local
procurement plans
Facilitate the adoption of common requirements and
processes related to those local procurement plans
across the region
Standardize and align the
content, submission

frequency, responsible
oversight and monitoring
entities, penalties and
enforcement actions to be
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
agreed upon with Member
States within the

Community
Develop a harmonized list
of products across the
region that may be
exempted from customs
duties and taxes

Develop a regional list of
suppliers of Community-
origin
Establish platforms for promoting linkages and
investments along the mineral sector supply chains
Assist with information sharing and facilitate partnering on upstream activities in the
mineral sector

Continue to facilitate regional trade, focusing on implementation of rules
13. Gender Gender Mainstreaming Member States to ensure

gender issues are
mainstreamed into all

activities in the mineral

value chain.

14. Safety, Health and
Environment

Safety, Health and Environment Ensure health, safety and
environment policies and
regulations are in place
and are enforced.

Environmental Protection

Obligations
Ensure all environmental

policies and regulations
are in place to include
closure and post closure
issues

Water Use Rights Enact Regulations to
control use of surface and

underground water
resources.
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Climate Change Ensure Climate Change

issues and policies are
mainstreamed into entire

value chain in Member

States.

Resettlement Plan Develop Template for
resettlement of

communities in event of

mining.
15. Geological
Disasters

Geo-hazards and Risks

Role of Member States Create National Disaster Agencies in accordance with the
ECOWAS Protocol Natural Disasters

Member States shall adopt best practice disaster management mechanisms and promote
the implementation of their National Disaster Plans and the ECOWAS Supplementary
Act A/SA.8/01/07 relating to ECOWAS Policy on Disaster Reduction
Create frameworks for

geo-hazard Disaster Risk
Reduction which shall

focus on disaster

mitigation and
preparedness
Carry out regional desk studies to establish the
geological context and develop preliminary 'Ground
Models and Risk Management Strategies'.
Make use of high- and ultra-high resolution geophysics
to accurately define stratigraphy and geological
structures

Carry out new geotechnical investigation techniques to
quantify the physical characteristics of the geological
strata

Conduct advanced geological and geotechnical
laboratory testing on soils and cores
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Carry out analysis of
geological/geotechnical
processes that will
influence areas or

structures

Make use of Geographic Information Systems as a geo-
hazard assessment and screening tool

Conduct advanced

numerical modelling of
soil and structural

interaction

Role of the host mineral

Community
The host mineral Community shall develop an integrated system of services to geo-
disaster preparedness, prevention and mitigation as provided for in the Act.

Resettlement Plan Develop an Emergency
Plan for resettlement of

communities in event of

mining disasters.
16. Surface Rights Compensation for disturbance

of owners surface rights
Develop comprehensive
compensation schemes for
surface rights owners
affected by mineral rights

Sustainable Development, Mine
Community Infrastructure &
Services

Develop sustainable development and mine community
infrastructure and services plan for mining communities

Role of Member States and

Mineral Right Holders
Facilitate and nurture human resources development and
skills formation in tandem with the development of
resources technological clusters through the facilitation
of research and development.
Facilitate that building of
knowledge networks and
niches involving
academia, industry,
government and other
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
players shall be in integral
part of this human
resource development

Provide supporting infrastructure including roads, rail,
ports, energy, water and telecommunication

Encourage the establishment of strong instruments of
collaboration among industry professionals to identify
and address the issues that confront the minerals and

mining industry
Promote local beneficiation and value addition of

minerals within the Community to provide
manufacturing feedstock

Promote the development of mineral resources including industrial minerals for the
local production of consumer and industrial goods

Establish in Member

States, an industrial base
through backward and
forward linkages of the
minerals and mining sector

Encourage and support small and medium-scale
enterprises sector with greater multiplier effects and
potential to create employment that can provide services
to the minerals and mining industry

Role of Member States Enact appropriate legislations to Improve the quality of
the mining business environment, increase private sector
confidence and participation, and promote investment

Establish necessary environment to increase production
of local suppliers of mining industry needs within the
Community and enhancing local beneficiation and value
addition of goods;
Facilitate lateral migration
of mining technologies to
other industries within
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Member States and in the

Community.
Increase social, human, knowledge and institutional
capital in the mineral and mining sector applicable in
other sectors of the national and Community economy
Promote the development
of sustainable livelihoods

in mining communities;
Ensure compliance of
industry players with the
highest standards of
corporate governance, and
environmental, social and
material stewardship;

Harness the potential of marginal mineral resource
deposits that may not necessarily attract major
international companies and grant them to entrepreneurs
of the Community.
Establish the requisite enabling markets and common
platforms for critical services in the mining industry such
as raising capital, mineral commodity exchanges, modern
legal and regulatory support, mineral marketing support
and development

Develop and promote Public Private Partnerships in the
minerals and mining industry

Role of ECOWAS Commission

to adopt policies and legislations
Promote regional
integration of and
harmonization of the

minerals and mining sector
in the Community

Ensure continued

innovation and human

resources development in
the minerals industry to
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
sustain a local content use

mining to diversity the
national and Community
and diversified economy
Work towards the creation of an African Spatial
Development Programme that will consist of a network
of key Development Corridors across West Africa to
assist in the development of the Community's mineral
resources and associated industries

Ensure regional
cooperation and
integration in reducing
transaction costs,
establishing intra-regional
synergies, enhancing
competitiveness and
realizing economies of
scale that would catalyze
minerals cluster

development
Ensure that goods,
services, capital and other
factors for the minerals

and mining sector freely
flow within the

Community
Expedite intra-regional
harmonization of laws,
regulations and fiscal
regimes, among other
critical factors relating to
the minerals and mining
sector
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Ensure that Member States maximize the resource sector
linkages by building integrated mineral resource
industrial clusters across the entire value chains

Ensure that Member States

enact appropriate
legislations to promote the
pooling of resources, both
bilateral and multilateral

among Member States, for
technical data acquisition
and management, in
mineral exploration and
production
ECOWAS Commission shal within twelve months upon
Entry-into-Force of this Community Act, promote the
establishment of a West African Market System for
minerals aligned to International Terms of Trade for
intra-regional trade

17. Human Rights Human Rights Obligations Member States should

pass legislation to ensure
that mining companies
comply with human right
provisions in accordance
with International Human

Rights agreements and
humanitarian laws.

18. Information Access to Information Access to records, information and documents of the
mineral right holder shall be in accordance with laws
which must exist or are passed in Member States

Communication and Duty to
Maintain Records

A holder of a mineral right
in a Member State is under

duty to maintain records as
may be prescribed and
communicate effectively
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
with relevant regulatory
bodies

19. Good Governance Transparency & Good
Governance

Member States shall sign
unto the Extractive

Industries Transparency
Initiative

Member States shall adopt minerals and mining policies
consistent with the ECOWAS Guiding Principles on the
Harmonization of Mining Policies
Member States shall

ensure that all operators in
the entire mineral value

chain fulfill all their fiscal

obligations as provided for
in law

Member States shall put in
place effective monitoring
mechanisms to ensure no

leakage of mineral
revenues either locally or
to international bodies

Policies should be clear

that no information

relating to environmental
degradation, impact of
mining on human health,
environment or workers

safety shall be considered
confidential

—

Investigations & Auditing Member States shall no

less than once in a

calendar year, carry out
comprehensive auditing of
the operations of all
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
companies in the entire
value chain.

20. Transboundary
Mineral Development

Cross-Border Issues relating to
Mineral Sector

Member State shall jointly and severally develop methodology for exploiting mineral
deposits which straddles across borders to ensure benefits from economies of scale

21. Regional Security
in the Mineral Sector

Regional Security, Conflict
Prevention and Management
relating to the Minerals Sector

Member States shall

identify and document
minerals of value within

their jurisdiction and to
ensure that the exploitation
of these minerals are

undertaken by individuals
or companies with no links
to terrorism.

Member States shall pass
appropriate regulations that
will make it illegal for a
mineral right holder and a
government official to
exploit communities, abuse
human rights and instigate
violence within or outside

the mining communities
Member States shall pass appropriate regulations to
develop microeconomic laws, policies and regulations
that support economic diversification rather than
focusing only on the minera industry
Members shall pass local
laws that will strengthen
national governance in
mining and mineral sector
and shall also strengthen
governance in the
international mineral trade
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
22. Regulations Regulations Member States shall pass appropriate legislations to give effect to this Model Act.

23. General Provisions General Provisions Member States undertake

to promote intra- and inter-
State cooperation in the
implementation of this
Community Act.
The President of the ECOWAS Commission shall

facilitate interstate cooperation between National
Minerals Commissions or Agencies and other
stakeholders in the Mineral Industry
Members States and ECOWAS Commission shall adopt all necessary legitimate
measures to comply with this Community Act.
Where the Member States

adopt this Community Act,
the texts shall contain a

reference to this Act, or
shall have such reference

attached when officially
published.
Member States shall, by an
adopted mechanism, notify
The President of

ECOWAS Commission

annually on measures or
arrangements they adopt to
comply with the
provisions of this
Community Act

Implementation Authority Member States shall

identify an appropriate
State Institution that will

implement the ECOWAS
Model Mining and
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Cluster Key Provisions Short-term (l-3yrs) Mid-term (4-6yrs) Long-term (7-10yrs)
Mineral Development Act
and report on its
performance to the
government of the
Member State and to the

ECOWAS Commission.

Monitoring & Evaluation of
Implementation, Amendments

Member States and the

Institutions of ECOWAS

undertake to immediately
commence the

implementation of this
ECOWAS Model Mining
and Mineral Development
Act upon its Entry into
Force.

Member States, ECOWAS Parliament, ECOWAS Commission, and the Council of
Ministers, each in its capacity and through its relevant organs or agencies shall be in
charge of the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of this ECOWAS Model
Mining and Mineral Development Act

2.0 Communication Strategy
The ECOWAS Model Mining & Minerals Development Act sets out in broad and in some cases definite terms how the mineral resources in West Africa
could be developed to ensure maximum benefits to citizens of West Africa. In addition to the realization of the objectives of the Act, it is important that a
communication strategy is developed to give direction to planning, an understanding of the situation, an ability to carry out the work, and clear
identification of the goal to ensure that the target groups are adequately informed and are aware of the Act. The ability to communicate is essential to the
success of any undertaking and an important factor in the achievement of its objectives. The world is at a communication age of knowledge, and the key
to accessing and harnessing that knowledge lies in the ability to communicate in whatever form to the intended targets.

2.1 Defining the strategy
The African Mining Vision has identified nine clusters which are challenges facing the mining sector in Africa and by extension in West Africa. When
challenges associated with these clusters are addressed, it is believed that the mining sector could contribute effectively to Africa's development Agenda.
These clusters with their identified goals are:
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Milling revenues and mineral rents management
Goal: To create a miningsectorthat generatesadequate incomeand rents to eradicate povertyand financeAfrican growthand development.

Geological and mining information systems
Goal: To develop a comprehensive knowledge ofAfrica's mineral endowment.

Building human and institutional capacities
Goal: To createa mining sectorthat is knowledge driven and is the engineofan internationally competitive Africanindustrial economy.

Artisanal & Small-scale mining
Goal: To create a mining sector that harnesses the potential of artisanal and small scale mining to advance integrated and sustainable rural

socioeconomic development.

Mineral Resource Governance

Goal: To create a sustainable and well governed mining sector that is inclusive and appreciated by all stakeholders including surrounding
communities.

Research and Development
Goal: To create a knowledge driven mining sector that is a key component of a diversified, vibrant and globally competitive industrializing African

economy.

Environment and Social Issues

Goal: To create a mining sector that is environmentally friendly, socially responsible and appreciated by all stakeholders and surrounding
communities.

Linkages and Diversification
Goal: To create a mining sector that catalyzesand contributes to broad-based growth and development through upstream, downstream, sidestream

and infrastructure linkages.

Mobilizing Mining and Infrastructure Investment
Goal:To increasethe levelof investmentflows into miningand infrastructure projects to support broad socio-economic development

The Community Act was therefore draftedbearing these clusters in mind to ensure that the ECOWAS regionderives the maximum from its mineral resources.
In order to achieve this, it is important that the Community Act is communicated to all stakeholders in the Member States in a manner that all stakeholders
would understand it. Through Stakeholder consultations, Government will address key issues in the sector in a holistic manner. Major stakeholders in the
industryhave demonstrateda clear eagerness to cooperate and support any government initiative to address issues relevant to the industry.
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2.2 Conceptual Framework
Theobjective isto inform andsolicit cooperation from stakeholders forsmooth implementation of theECOWAS Model Mining & Minerals Development
Actanddevelop activities outlined in this Implementation Strategy to address problems facing the mining industry and national development. In orderto
achieve the objective of the Act, this conceptual Implementation Strategy Framework has been developed for implementation.

2.3 Major Stakeholders
ECOWAS Institutions

The Executive Arm ofGovernment ofMember Sates

Parliament ofMember States

Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs)
Traditional Authorities

Communities

Farmer Based organizations
Civil Society Organizations and other Non-State Actors
Private Sector

Multilateral Organizations (World Bank, African Union, European Commission, IMF, AfDB, etc.)
Media Organizations
Youth

Local Government Authorities or Institutions (LGA)

2.4 Media Engagement
Mediaevents in Member States will be scheduledat key milestone in the implementation programmes as outlined below:

Type of Communication Method Stakeholder Responsibility
Direct Communication Engage Governments and Government ofMember States Executive Arm of

Parliaments and sensitize on Government and Parliament

the Community Act.
Ministries and Departments

Develop Communication Traditional Authorities, Communities, responsible for Mining
messages and publish Farmer Based organizations, Civil Society Sector in Member States,
pamphlets on the Model Act Organizations, Multilateral Organizations, Heads ofLGAs, Private

Media Organizations, Youth, Local Geological/Mining
Government, Ministries, Departments and Consultants

Agencies (MDAs)
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Type of Communication

Direct Communication:

Indirect

Communication:

Method

Channe

News Conference, Group
Discussions, Press Briefing and
Press Conference, Website,
Publications, Road-shows,
Seminars, workshops and
conferences

Press Releases/Alert, Use of
Radio, Use ofTelevision,
Video Documentary, Use of
Print and other Online Media.

Stakeholder

s of Communication

Electronic and Print Media,
Representatives of beneficiary
communities

Opinion leaders and chiefs

Traditional Leaders

Farmer Based organizations
LGAs

Regional Coordinating Council
NGOs

Responsibility

Ministries and Departments
responsible for Mining
Sector in Member States,
Heads ofLGAs, Private
Geological/Mining
Consultants

Ministries and Departments
responsible for Mining
Sector in Member States,
Heads ofLGAs, Private
Geological/Mining
Consultants

Method

Monitoring & Evaluation

Newspaper cuttings, Website Hits, Unsolicited feedback
from communities, local assemblies and CSOs, Periodic
Survey among communities, mineral production levels,
Mineral Revenues

3.0 Conclusion

Responsibility
Ministries and Departments responsible for Mining Sector in Member
States, Heads ofLGAs, Private Geological/Mining Consultants

This Implementation Strategy has been structured with the broader regional perspective. Member States are to develop their working templates, which at
the minimum, outlines the expected output and means of verification for each specific strategy outlined in this Implementation Matrix. ECOWAS
Commission shall also develop a monitoring template as a guide, andforperiodic measurements of implementation progress.
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ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF

WEST AFRICAN STATES

COMUNIDADE ECONOMICA DOS

ESTADOS DA AFRICA OCIDENTAL

COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE DES

ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE DE L'OUEST

55th MEETING OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

ABUJA, 29 JUNE 2019

SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.2/6/19 RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE

(2019-2030) ECOWAS CHILD POLICY AND STRATEGIC PLAN OF ACTION

THE AUTHORITY,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS Treaty, as amended, establishing the
Authority of Heads of State and Government and defining its composition and functions;

CONSIDERING that all children, girls and boys, have basic human rights, especially the
right to non-discrimination, survival, development, education, health, well-being and
participation, and that child marriage is a serious violation of these rights;

CONSIDERING that half of the Sustainable Development Goals will not be achieved
without significant progress in the elimination of child marriage, including those related to
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10 and
16;

Welcoming the ECOWAS roadmap for preventing and responding to cases of proven
cases of child marriage through which mobilizing projects will be developed and
implemented to accelerate the process of elimination of child marriage in the ECOWAS
area;

Recognizing that strategies to end child marriage in the ECOWAS region must be multi-
sectoral, with particular emphasis on the most vulnerable girls, including those who are
already married, girls from local communities and marginalized, refugee and displaced
children, among others;

Recalling the importance of birth registration and all forms of marriage to protect children
from such marriage by providing evidence of the age of the child and by monitoring
compliance with marriage conditions, including age and consent;

Strongly emphasizing that education is an essential tool to end child marriage and to
realize the potential of girls for a bright future;

Stressing also the importance of budget and technical support to enable Member States
to plan, implement laws and policies, to monitor and evaluate, and to take responsibility
for actions taken to end child marriage;

Affirming the importance of an effective child welfare network and law enforcement
officers who have the capacity to ensure that access to justice mechanisms are in place,
to protect them from marriage children and put an end to it;

Conscious of the fact that the family is the most basic unit that has the primary
responsibility for caring for children; and protect them;

Convinced that the community, civil society organizations, United Nations agencies,
international NGOs, the media, the private sector, academic and research institutions,
children themselves, especially girls, are key stakeholders and have a central role in
planning, implementation and monitoring-evaluation of initiatives to end child marriage;

A/SA.2/6/19
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NOTING the necessity to adopt the (2019-2030) ECOWAS Child Policy and Strategique
Pan of Action politic and a plan of Action

UPON the opinion of the Community Parliament at its 1st Ordinary Session held in Abuja
from 8th May to 3 June 2019;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the 82nd Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers
held in Abuja from 25th au 27th June 2019 a Abuja ;

HEREBY

ARTICLE 1: ADOPTION OF THE (2019-2030) ECOWAS POLICY AND STRATEGIC
PLAN OF ACTION

This Supplementary Act relating to the (2019-2030) ECOWAS Child Policy and Strategic
Plan of Action is adopted.

ARTICLE 2: ENTRY INTO FORCE

This Supplementary Act A /SA.2 /06/19 shall enter into open its signature by the Authority.

ARTICLE 3: PUBLICATION

This Supplementary Act A./SA.3/06/19 shall be published by the ECOWAS Commission

in the Official Journal of the Community within thirty (30) days of its signature by the

Authority. It shall also be published in the Official Gazette of each Member State within

the same time frame upon the date of notification by the ECOWAS Commission.

ARTICLE 4: DEPOSITORY AUTHORITY

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the Commission which shall transmit

certified true copies thereof to all Member States and register it with the African Union,

the United Nations Organisation and such other Organisation as Council may determine

IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
MEMBER STATES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

(ECOWAS), HAVE SIGNED THIS TREATY.

DONE AT ABUJA. THIS DAY 29 JUNE 2019

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE
LANGUAGES, ALL THE THREE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.

A/SA.2/6/19
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H.E. PATRICE TALON

President of the Republic of Benin

JORGE CARLOS ALMEIDA FONSECA

President of the Republic of Cabo Verde

irrm^\d
H.E. ADAMA BARROW

President of the Republic of The Gambia

H.E. Prof. ALPHA CONDE

President of the Republic of Guinea

H.E. GEORGE WEAH
President ofthe Republic of Libejia-LiDexi;

H.E. MAHAMADOU ISSOUFOU

President ofthe Republic of Niger

H.E MACKY SALL

President ofthe Republic of Senegal

CHJyjARG-eHRTSTIAN KABORE
ident of Burkina Faso

H.E. ALASSANE OUATTARA

President of the Republic of
Cote d'lvoire

H.E. NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO

President of the Republic of Ghana

H.E. IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KEITA

President ofthe Republic of Mali

H.E. MUHAMMADU BUHARI, GCFR
President, Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces ofthe Federal Republic
of Nigeria

Allium \lf

H.E.JULIUS MAADA BIO

President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

H.E. FAURE ESSOZIMNA GNASSINGBE

President ofthe Togolese Republic
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ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF

WEST AFRICAN STATES

lUMUNIUAuEbLUNUMIlAUUS

ESTADOS DA AFRICA OCIDENTAL

COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE DES

ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE DE L'OUEST

55th MEETING OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF ECOWAS

ABUJA, 29 JUNE 2019

SUPPLEMENTARY ACT A/SA.3/6/19 RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF ECOWAS

ROADMAP ON PREVENTION AND RESPONSE TO CHILD MARRIAGE (2019 TO 2030)

THE AUTHORITY,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 ofthe ECOWAS Treaty, as amended, establishing the Authority of
Heads of State and Government and defining its composition and functions;

CONSIDERING Article 21 (2) ofthe African Charter on the Rights and Welfare ofthe Child, stating
that child marriages and the promise of girls and boys in marriage are prohibited and effective
measures, including laws, are taken to specify ihat the minimum age for marriage is 18 years and to
make the registration of all marriages in an official register compulsory;

CONSIDERING Article 6 of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa (2003), which prohibits child marriage;

CONSIDERING Article 8 ofthe African Youth Charter; which recognizes the rights of all young men
and women to freely consent to marriage;

CONSIDERING the provisions of Articles 7, 10 and 13 of Additional Act. A /SA.02 / 05/15 on equal
rights for women and men for sustainable development in the ECOWAS area guaranteeing equality
and the free and full consent of partners in marriage, the minimum age of marriage set at 18 years,
the registration of marriage, the reciprocal obligations of parents towards their children and the
protection of children against cultural attitudes and practices such as female genital mutilation, early
marriage and forced marriage;

RECALLING that following the launch of the African Union campaign to end child marriage in Africa
in 2015, several initiatives have been taken by ECOWAS and the Member States, which have led to
the development and adoption ofthe strategies and action plans to prevent and respond to situations
of proven cases of child marriage in some Member States;

Welcoming the ECOWAS roadmap for preventing and responding to cases of proven cases of child
marriage through which mobilizing projects will be developed and implemented to accelerate the
process of elimination of child marriage in the ECOWAS area;

UPON the opinion of the Community Parliament at its 1st Ordinary Session held in Abuja frc"
May to 3 June 2019; , SL-*aL Y
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ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the 82nd Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers held in
Abuja from 25th au 27th June 2019 a Abuja ;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1: ADOPTION OF ECOWAS ROADMAP ON PREVENTION AND RESPONSE TO

CHILD MARRIAGE (2019 TO 2030)

By this Supplementary Act relating to the (2019-2030) Road Map on the prevention and response to
child marriage is adopted.

ARTICLE 2: ENTRY INTO FORCE

This Supplementary Act A /SA.3 /06/19 shall enter into open its signature by the Authority.

ARTICLE 3: PUBLICATION

This Supplementary Act A./SA.3/06/19 shall be published by the ECOWAS Commission in the
Official Journal ofthe Community within thirty ^30) days of its signature by the Authority. It shall also
be published in the Official Gazette of each Member State within the same time frame upon the date
of notification by the ECOWAS Commission.

ARTICLE 4: DEPOSITORY AUTHORITY

This Supplementary Act shall be deposited with the Commission which shall transmit certified true

copies thereof to all Member States and register it with the African Union, the United Nations

Organisation and such other Organisation as Council may determine

IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER
STATES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS), HAVE
SIGNED THIS TREATY.

DONE IN ABUJA, THIS 29 DAY OF JUNE 2019

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND POR
ALL THE THKEE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHE

,,,:::^..y ^
H.E. PATRICE TALON

President ofthe Republic of Benin

JORGE CARLOS ALMEIDA FONSECA

President ofthe Republic of Cabo Verde

.tA.
H.E. ADAMA BARROW

President of the Republic of The Gambia

.E. ALASSANE OUATTARA "
President ofthe Republic of
C£>te d'lvoire

H.E. NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO
President of the Republic of Ghana

A/SA.3/6/19
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H.E. Prof. ALPHA CONDE

President of the Republic of Guinea

H.E. MAHAMADOU ISSOUEOU

President of the Republic of Niger

H.E MACKY SALL

President of the Republic of Senegal

H.E. jlpSE MARIO" VAZ
President ofthe Republic of Guinea-Bissau

JtMridWWWiWdMi

H.E. IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KEITA

President of the Republic of Mali

H.E. MUHAMMADU BUHARI, GCFR
President, Commander-in-Chief of

the Armed Forces ofthe Federal Nigeria

H.E.JULIUS MAADA BIO

President ofthe Republic of Sierra Leone

^./[(P.ii^^
H.E.,PAURE ESSOZIMNA GNASSINGBE

/President ofthe Togolese Republic

A/SA.3/6/19
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ECONOMIC COMMUNITY 1L MW COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES W& DES ETATS DE LAFRfQUE

DE L'OUEST

COMMUNIDADE ECONOMICA DOS

ESTADOS DA AFRICA OCIDENTAL

FIFTY-FIFTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT

ABUJA 29 JUNE 2019

DECISION A/DEC.1/6/19 RELATING TO THE GRANT OF AWARD 2018 ECOWAS

PRIZE OF EXCELLENCE

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES.

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS Treaty as amended establishing the
Authority of Heads of State and Government and defining its composition and functions;

MINFUL of Decision A/DEC.14/5/82 ofthe Authority of Heads of State and Government
relating to the ECOWAS Prize;

MINDFUL of Decision A/Decision .2/7/92 of the Authority of Heads of State and
Government approving the Rules and Regulations ofthe ECOWAS Prize for Excellence;

MINDFUL of Decisions A/DEC 2/3/11; A/DEC 3/3/11 of 24 March 2011 relating to the
granting of ECOWAS Founders Honorary Award to His Excellency General Yakubu
Gowon, former Head of State of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and to His Excellency
Adebayo Adedeji of Nigeria, former Secretary General of the Economic Community for
Africa (ECA);

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.1/12/15 of 16 December 2015 Amending and
Supplementing Decision A/DEC. 14/5/82 relating to the granting of ECOWAS honorary
award and prize;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.2/06/17 Establishing the criteria and procedure for grant of
the ECOWAS prize of excellence;

CONSIDERING that ECOWAS is involved in several sectors such as food and

agriculture, industry, science, technology and energy, environmental protection and
natural resources;

CONSIDERING ALSO that ECOWAS is committed to promoting economic, political,
social, cultural and harmonious development of the Community and its citizens through
concerted integration policy involving individuals or groups of individuals;

AWARE that some talented citizens ofthe ECOWAS region, by their determined efforts,
undertake economic , social, cultural and political activities which impact or are likely to
have a positive impact on the daily life of people;

CONVINCED of the need to encourage and boost economic and social progress by
awarding prize or granting honorary awards to natural or legal persons to serve as
examples worthy of emulation;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Eighty-Fifth Ordinary Session of the Council of
Ministers held in Abuja from 25th to 27th June 2019;

HEREBY DECIDES

ARTICLE 1 AWARD 2018 ECOWAS PRIZE OF EXCELLENCE

The Prize for Excellence to the following three winners:
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1. Mr. Kofi Annan of the Republic of Ghana as the posthumous winner of the
Honorary Award for distinguished personalities, for his immense contribution to the
objectives of ECOWAS.

2. Dr. Ameyo Adadevoh of the Federal Republic as the posthumous winner of the
Award for Deserving Citizens ofthe Community, for her sacrifice and selflessness
to the Community, during the outbreak ofthe Ebola Virus Disease.

3. Mrs.Germaine Acogny of the Republic of Senegal as the winner of the Arts and
Literature Award, for the quality and richness of her artistic production recognized
in several ECOWAS countries, contribution to the training of West African youth in
choreography and the wide dissemination of her work in her country, the region
and the world.

ARTICLE 2 ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Decision A/DEC.1/6/19 shall enter into force from the date of its signature by the
Chairman ofthe Authority of ECOWAS Heads of State and Government.

2. This Decision A/DEC.1/6/19 shall be published in the official Journal of the Community,
within thirty (30) days of its signature by the Chairman ofthe Authority of ECOWAS Heads
of State and Government.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 29™ DAY OF JUNE 2019

H.E. MUHAMMADU BUHARI

CHAIRMAN

FOR AUTHORITY

A/DEC.1/6/19



ECONOMIC COMMUNITY ^ M' ; COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES ^Wfl •* DES ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE

DE L'OUEST

COMMUNIDADE ECONOMICA DOS

ESTADOS DA AFRICA OCIDENTAL

FIFTY-FIFTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE

AND GOVERNMENT

ABUJA, 29 JUNE 2019

DECISION A/DEC.2 /06/19 APPROVING THE OPENING OF THE ECOWAS

REPRESENTATIONAL OFFICES IN NIGER, SIERRA LEONE AND BENIN

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS Treaty establishing the Authority of
Heads of State and Government and defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.9/03/14 relating to the establishment of permanent
representational offices in Member States;

ACKNOWLEDGEING the fact that ECOWAS must establish a strong physical presence
in all Member States in order to promote and secure active involvement of States in
implementing the aims and objectives ofthe Organization;

RECALLING that the Council of Ministers at its fifty-third Session which was held inAccra
on 16 to 18 January 2005 approved the establishment of ECOWAS Permanent
Representational Offices in five (5) Member States;

CONSIDERING that the offices are to operate as diplomatic missions supervised by
officials that would themselves operate as Heads of diplomatic missions with the Status
of Directors;

HAVING ACKNOWLEDGED the increase in the activities of ECOWAS in addressing
regional integration challenges in order to achieve ECOWAS Vision 2020;

NOTING that the principle of direct physical presence of ECOWAS in Member States will
ensure the full engagement ofStates and the citizenry in the cause of regional integration;

CONVINCED of the need to embark on a gradual and phased establishment of
Permanent Representational Offices in order to minimise the financial burden on the
Community;

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION ofthe Eighty-Second Ordinary Session ofthe Council
of Ministers which took place in Abuja, Federal Republic of Nigeria, from 25th to 27th
June2019;

1



DECIDES

Article 1

1. The opening ofthe ECOWAS Representational Offices in the following Member
States Niger, Sierra Leone and Benin is hereby approved.

2. The opening ofthese Offices shall be coordinated and undertaken bythe President
ofthe ECOWAS Commission in a progressive manner.

Article 2

This Decision A/DEC.2 /06/19 shall enter into force upon signature bythe Chairman if the
Authority. It shall be published by the President ofthe Commission in the Official Journal
of the Community within thirty (30) days after signature. It shall be published by each
Member State in its official Gazette thirty (30) days after notification by the Commission.

DONE IN ABUJA, THIS 29th DAY OF JUNE, 2019

H.E. MUHAMMADU BUHARI

FOR THE AUTHORITY

THE CHAIRMAN



COMMUNIDADE ECONOMICA DOS

ESTADOS DA AFRICA DO OESTE

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF M ^Ai COMMUNAUTE
ECONOMIQUE
WEST AFRICAN STATES •• " DES ETATS DE LAFRIQUE

DE L'OUEST

ORDINARY SESSION OF THE MEDIATION

AND SECURITY COUNCIL AT THE LEVEL OF AUTHORITY

OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

Abuja, 29 June 2019

DECISION A/DEC.4/06/19 EXTENDING THE MANDATE OF THE

ECOWAS MISSION IN GUINEA BISSAU (ECOMIB)

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT;

MINDFUL of Article 58 ofthe Revised ECOWAS Treaty on Regional Security;

MINDFUL ofthe ECOWAS Declaration of Political Principles adopted on 6th July 1991
in Abuja;

MINDFUL ofthe ECOWAS Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management, Peace-keeping and Security signed in Lome on 10th December 1999;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.1/04/12 authorizing the deployment of the ECOWAS
Stand-by Force (ESF) contingent in Guinea Bissau;

MINDFUL of Decisions A/DEC.1/5/12 and A/DEC. 02/11/12 extending the mandate of
the ECOWAS Stand-by Force (ESF) in Guinea Bissau, renewing the mandate ofthe
ECOWAS Mission in Bissau (ECOMIB) and extending its deployment for another
period of six (6) months respectively;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC. 3/05/15 extending the ECOMIB mandate;

RECALLING the decision of the fifty-first Ordinary Session of the Authority of Heads
of State and Government held on 4th June 2017 in Monrovia, Liberia to extend the

mandate of ECOMIB by three (3) months to ensure the implementation of the
Conakry Agreement;

RECALLING also the decision ofthe fifty-second Ordinary Session ofthe Authority of
Heads of State and Government held on 16 December 2017 in Abuja, Nigeria which
defines and extends the mandate of ECOMIB;

RECALLING also the new roadmap for the implementation of the Conakry Agreement
adopted at the Extraordinary Session of the Authority of Heads of State and
Government held on 14th April 2018 as a solution to the political impasse in Guinea
Bissau;

ECOMIB



NOTING the expiration ofthe ECOMIB mandate on September 30, 2019 and the need
to sustain the gains so far made and adequately face the fragile political and security
situation in Guinea Bissau;

DESIROUS of extending the mandate of the ECOWAS Mission in Guinea Bissau
(ECOMIB) from 1st October 2019 to 31st March 2020;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the forty second meeting ofthe ECOWAS Mediation
and Security Council at ministerial level held on 24 June 2019 in Abuja, Nigeria;

HEREBY DECIDE

ARTICLE 1

The ECOMIB mandate is hereby extended for six (6) months, from 1st October 2019
to 31st March 2020;

ARTICLE 2

1. This Decision A/DEC.4/.06/19 shall enter into force upon its signature by the
Chairman ofthe Authority.

2. This Decision shall be published by the ECOWAS Commission in the Official
Journal of the Community within thirty (30) days of signature. It shall equally be
published by each Member State in its National Gazette within thirty (30) days after
notification thereof by the Commission.

DONEJN ABUJA, THIS 29TH ^r"OF~JtINE 2019

H.E. ISSOUFOU MAHAMADOU

THE CHAIRMAN,

FOR THE AUTHORITY

SIGNED ON THIS 14 DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2019 AT OUAGADOUGOU

DECISION A/DEC.4/06/19

ECOMIB



ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF

WEST AFRICAN STATES

COMMUNlbADt ECONOMICA UUs
ESTADOS DA AFRICA DO OESTE

COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE
DES ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE
DE L'OUEST

ORDINARY SESSION OF THE MEDIATION

AND SECURITY COUNCIL AT THE LEVEL OF AUTHORITY

OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

Abuja, 29 June 2019

DECISION A/DEC.5/06/19 EXTENDING THE MANDATE OF THE

ECOWAS MISSION IN THE GAMBIA (ECOMIG)

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT;

MINDFUL of Article 58 ofthe Revised ECOWAS Treaty on Regional Security;

MINDFUL of the ECOWAS Declaration of Political Principles adopted on 6th July 1991
in Abuja;

MINDFUL ofthe ECOWAS Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management, Peace-keeping and Security signed in Lome on 10th December 1999;

RECALLING the decision of the Authority of Heads of States and Government for
deployment ofthe ECOWAS Mission in Gambia (ECOMIG) in response to the political
crisis arising from the presidential elections held in the Gambia in December 2016;

RECALLING also the decision of the fifty-first Ordinary Session of the Authority of
Heads of State and Government held on 4th June 2017 in Monrovia, Liberia for

extension of the Mission for an additional twelve (12) months and expanding its
mandate to include support to training and reorientation of relevant components of The
Gambia armed forces;

NOTING the expiration ofthe current ECOMIG mandate on September 30, 2019 and
the need to sustain the gains so far made and adequately face the fragile political and
security situation in The Gambia;

DESIROUS of extending the mandate ofthe ECOWAS Mission in Gambia (ECOMIG)
for a six (6) month period in;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION ofthe fortieth meeting ofthe ECOWAS Mediation and
Security Council at ministerial level held on 24 June 2019 in Abuja, Nigeria;

ECOMIG-A/DEC.5/06/19



HEREBY DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

The ECOMIG mandate is hereby extended for six (6) months, from September 30,
2019 to 31 March 2020.

ARTICLE 2

1. This Decision A/DEC.5/06/19 shall enter into force upon its signature by the
Chairman of the Authority.

2. This Decision shall be published by the ECOWAS Commission in the Official
Journal of the Community within thirty (30) days of signature. It shall equally be
published by each Member State in its National Gazette within thirty (30) days after
notification thereof by the Commission.

DONE IN ABUJA, THIS 29TH DAY^OTJUNE204(

H.E. ISSOUFOU MAHAMADOU

THE CHAIRMAN,

FOR THE AUTHORITY

SIGNED ON THIS 14 DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2019 AT OUAGADOUGOU

ECOMIG - A/DEC.5/06/19



ECONOMIC COMMUNITY 1%. MM COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES ^ ^M DES ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE

DE L'OUEST

COMMUNIDADE ECONOMICA DOS

ESTADOS DA AFRICA OCIDENTAL

FIFTY-FIFTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT

ABUJA29 JUNE 2019

ECOWAS POLITICAL DECLARATION AND COMMUN POSITION
AGAINST CHILDREN MARRIAGE

WE, THE HEADS OF STATES AN GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 ofthe ECOWAS Treaty, as amended, establishing the
Authority of Heads of State and Government and defining its composition and
functions;

MINDFUL of Article 63 of the Revised ECOWAS Treaty entitled "Women and
Development" committing Member States "to formulate, harmonize, coordinate and
establish appropriate policies and mechanisms for the enhancement ofthe economic,
social and cultural conditions of women";

MINDFUL of ECOWAS Supplementary Protocol on Democracy and Good
Governance;

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P3/1/03 on Education and Training;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC. of7/12/03 establishing a gender technical commission
in charge of gender equality issues;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC. of 01/01/05 adopting the ECOWAS Gender Policy and
all the tools necessary for its implementation;

MINDFUL of the Regional Plan of Action for the Abolition of Child Labor and the
ECOWAS Action Plan against Trafficking in Persons;

Having regard to the position adopted by the African Union Conference of Heads of
State and Government concerning child marriage held in June 2015 in Johannesburg,
South Africa;

Having regard to the Joint General Comment on Early Marriage by the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) and the African Union
Committee on the Rights and Welfare ofthe Child;

Considering that itsmission is to engage the citizens ofWest Africa in the formulation
and implementation of sustainable socio-economic development actions that can
enable the eradication of poverty and the promotion of equality gender, good
governance and conditions for peace through cooperation and integration;

Considering the provisions ofArticles 7, 10 and 13 ofAdditional Act. A/SA.02 / 05/15
on equal rights for women and men for sustainable development in the ECOWAS area
guaranteeing equality and the free and full consent of partners in marriage, the
minimum age of marriage set at 18 years, the registration of marriage, the reciprocal
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obligations of parents towards their children and the protection of children against
cultural attitudes and practices such as female genital mutilation, early marriage and
forced marriage;

Considering the recommendations of the ECOWAS Strategic Framework for the
Strengthening of National Child Protection Systems to Prevent and Respond to
Violence, Abuse and Exploitation of Children in West Africa;

Considering Article 21 (2) of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child, stating that 'child marriages and the promise of girls and boys in marriage are
prohibited and effective measures, including laws, are taken to specify that the
minimum age for marriage is 18 years and to make the registration of all marriages in
an official register compulsory;

Considering Article 6 of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples'
Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (2003), which prohibits child marriage;

Considering Article 8 of the African Youth Charter which recognizes the rights of all
young men and women to freely consent to marriage;

Considering the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on consent to marriage, the
minimum age of marriage, the registration of marriages, the free and full consent of
the future spouse and the abolition of traditional practices prejudicial to the health of
children;

Recalling that following the launch of the African Union campaign to end child
marriage in Africa in 2015, several initiatives have been taken by ECOWAS and the
Member States, which have led to the development and adoption ofthe strategies and
action plans to prevent and respond to situations of proven cases of child marriage in
some Member States;

Expressing its gratitude to the ECOWAS Member States that have already
launched the campaign and those who have developed both strategies and action
plans to end child marriage;

Expressing its gratitude to the First Ladies of ECOWAS for their various initiatives for
the development and wellbeing of family, Woman and child in their respective
countries;

Knowing that child marriage is aimed at any marriage where at least one ofthe parties
is under 18 years of age;

Recognizing that child marriage is a multi-faceted, culturally and endemic harmful
practice in most parts of Africa that adversely affects personal development and future
opportunities, the health and well-being of children, with harmful consequences for
children, women, families, communities and nations in general;

Taking note ofthe commitment ofthe Committee of Women Parliamentarians ofthe
African Parliamentary Union to contribute to the elimination of child marriage by
focusing their action program for the next two years on the promotion of girls'
education as a means to effective fight against early marriage in Africa ";
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Also taking note of the initiatives of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child within the framework of the African Union Campaign to End
Child Marriage;

Also taking note ofthe results ofthe study by the World Bank and the International
Women's Research Center entitled "the economic impacts of child marriage" that child
marriage will cost developing countries billions of dollars by 2030;

Conscious that all children, girls and boys, have basic human rights, especially the
right to non-discrimination, survival, development, education, health, well-being and
participation, and that child marriage is a serious violation of these rights;
Concerned that child marriage deprives girls from enjoying their childhood and is
devastating in the long run in terms of their mental and physical health, including
fistula, which is one ofthe leading causes of death and morbidity in children qirls aqed
15 to 19; a

Also Concerned that of the commitment of the Committee of Women
Parliamentarians ofthe African Parliamentary Union to contribute to the elimination of
child marriage by focusing their action program for the next two years on the promotion
of girls' education as a means to effective fight against early marriage in Africa ";
Concerned further that the consequences of early and forced child marriage on
health in terms of complications of pregnancy and childbirth are the leading causes of
death for girls aged 15 to 19 in Africa and 90 percent of pregnancies are found among
girls who fall victim to these practices;

Aware that girls under the age of 15 are five times more likely to lose their lives during
childbirth than women aged 20 to 24;

Also aware that some groups of girls in conflict and disaster situations face a higher
risk of child marriage due to vulnerabilities associated with conflicts or disasters that
leave them with physical and emotional scars;

Further recognizing that half of the Sustainable Development Goals will not be
achieved without significant progress in the elimination of child marriage, including
those related to the achievement ofthe Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1 2
3, 4, 5, 8, 10 and 16; ' ' '

Welcoming the ECOWAS roadmap for preventing and responding to cases of proven
cases of child marriage through which mobilizing projects will be developed and
implemented to accelerate the process of elimination of child marriaqe in the
ECOWAS area;

Recognizing that strategies to end child marriage in the ECOWAS region must be
multi-sectoral, with particular emphasis on the most vulnerable girls, including those
who are already married, girls from local communities and marginalized, refugee and
displaced children, among others;

Recalling the importance of birth registration and all forms of marriage to protect
children from such marriage by providing evidence of the age of the child and by
monitoring compliance with marriage conditions, including age and consent;
Strongly emphasizing that education is an essential tool to end child marriage and to
realize the potential of girls for a bright future;
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Stressing also the importance of budget and technical support to enable Member
States to plan, implement laws and policies, to monitor and evaluate, and to take
responsibility for actions taken to end child marriage;

Affirming the importance of an effective child welfare network and law enforcement
officers who have the capacity to ensure that access to justice mechanisms are in
place, to protect them from marriage children and put an end to it;

Conscious of the fact that the family is the most basic unit that has the primary
responsibility for caring for children; and protect them;

Convinced that the community, civil society organizations, United Nations agencies,
international NGOs, the media, the private sector, academic and research institutions!
children themselves, especially girls, are key stakeholders and have a central role in
planning, implementation and monitoring-evaluation of initiatives to end child
marriage;

SOLEMNLY DECLARE OUR COMMITMENT TO:

1. develop, adopt, promulgate and monitor the implementation of new legal texts
related to the elimination of child marriage;

2. develop and / or implement action plans for prevention and response to proven
cases of child marriage;

3. promote effective participation and active counselling of children and young people
in general, girls in particular, on all issues that affect them and raise their
awareness of their duties and rights, so that they are empowered to express
themselves, to negotiate with their parents on decisions and choices concerning
their lives and to be ready to assume the responsibilities of their choices.

4. encourage initiatives that promote education on parental and community
responsibility and the participation of men, especially fathers, religious leaders,
custodians of tradition, in promoting positive male role models that oppose child
marriage and work towards ending social norms that promote child marriage.

5. ensure access and maintenance of all children in the formal and / or alternative
quality education system up to the age of 18 in a compulsory and free manner;

6. gradually increase the budget allocated to the education of all children, allocate a
specific budget line for the implementation of the roadmap and Establish
mechanisms to promote the schooling ofgirls, especially in the secondary cycle;

7. adopt and implement gender-sensitive educational policies and programs that
address issues ofgender stereotyping and gender-based violence, including child
marriage;

8. create an enabling environment for the development ofeconomic opportunities for
vulnerable households and provide families in humanitarian emergencies with the
support services they need;

9. put in place incentives to encourage innovations and initiatives to eliminate child
marriage;

10. strengthen cooperation at all levels to mobilize financial and technical support for
planning, implementing laws and policies, monitoring and evaluation, as well as
accountability for the measures taken to end child marriage;
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11. ensure peer review of progress and put in place a monitoring system at all levels
and ensure that communities have the capacity to monitor at the local level
including accountability mechanisms, and;

12. provide a mechanism for implementation coordination, monitoring and
communication to ensure effective action and monitoring of progress This
mechanism would also capitalize on and disseminate best practices within the
FRAMEWORK OF THE INITIATIVES TO END CHILD MARRIAGE.

IN FAITH WHEREOF WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES, HAVE SIGNED THIS
DECLARATION.

DONE AT ABUJA 29 JUNE 2019

IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE
LANGUAGES, THE THREE TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.
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H.E. PATRICE TALON

President ofthe Republic of Benin
H.E. ROCH MARC CHRISTIAN KABORE
President of Burkina Faso

H.E. JORGE CARLOS ALMEIDA FONSECA H.E. ALASSANE OUATTARA
President of the Republic of Cabo Verde President of the Republic of Cote d'lvoire

H.E. ADAMA BARROW H.E. NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO
President of the Republic of The Gambia President of the Republic of Ghana

H.E. Prof. ALPHA CONDE

President of the Republic of Guinea

H.E. GEORGE WEAH

President of the Republic of Liberia

H.E. MAHAMADOU ISSOUFOU

President of the Republic of Niger

H.E MACKY SALL

President of the Republic of Senegal

H.E. JOSE MARIO VAZ

President ofthe Republic of Guinea-Bissau

H.E. IBRAHIM BOUBACAR KEITA

President ofthe Republic of Mali

I Ic^Wa^la^
H.E. MUHAMMADU BUHARI, GCFR
President, Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces ofthe Federal Republic
of Nigeria

H.E. JULIUS MAADA BIO

President ofthe Republic of Sierra Leone

H.E. FAURE ESSOZIMNA GNASSINGBE

President ofthe Togolese Republic



S. E. SR. PATRICE TALON

Presidente da Republica do Benim
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S. E. SR. JULIUS MAADA BIO
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