

































































Item K: Presentation and Consideration of a Memorandum on the
Fifteenth Meeting of ECOWAS Ministers-in-charge of
Telecommunication and ICT

80. The Fifteenth (15") meeting of ECOWAS Ministers in charge of
Telecommunications/ICT, which took place on 6% October 2017 in Praia, Cabo
Verde adopted the revised Supplementary Act on Universal Access and Service
and the Draft Regulation on the Implementation of Free Roaming within ECOWAS.

81. The Ministers also approved the financial plan for the revised 2018 - 2023
ECOWAS Regional ICT Strategy as well as the Terms of Reference of the
Regional Committee on Spectrum Management, the list of laboratories
recommended for regional accreditation for the conformance testing of DTT
receivers and the draft recommendation on a Harmonised Approach to Domestic
Licensing and Mutual Recognition at the sub-regional Level of Earth Stations in
Motion.

82. Furthermore, the Ministers gave their support to the Amilcar Cabral
Submarine Cable initiative that will connect Cabo Verde to Guinea Bissau and
some countries of the Mano River Union (Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone) They
also agreed on the development of a regional policy on Digital Planning to
encourage Member States to plan for the deployment of fiber optic cables in the
implementation of infrastructure projects such as road, railways and power grids.

83. Council adopted the report and recommendations presented.

item L: Presentation and Consideration of a Memorandum on the
Termination of Contract of AML Analytical Software for
Processing of Suspicious Transaction Reports

84. The Director General of GIABA, based on the decision of the 74" meeting of
the Council of Ministers held on 16" May 2015 in Accra, Ghana, approving the
settlement of arrears owing to JetLink Ventures, the supplier of the Analytical
Software (Oracle Mantas) to be utilised in combatting money laundering, informed
Council that full payment had been made in the sum of three million three hundred
and fifty-two thousand and eight dollars seventy-six cents (3, 352, 008.76)
representing the cost of installing the software in the beneficiary Member States
and annual software maintenance fees incurred up to June 2017.

85. Following a number of concerns on its dysfunction raised by the 13
beneficiary Member States of the project, GIABA brought together in November
2016 all the stakeholders in the project, namely, the beneficiary Financial
Intelligence Units and the supplier of the software, to find ways and means of
resolving the deficiencies identified in the version of the software delivered. During
this meeting, the supplier proposed a new version which the company had
developed in a bid to resolve the deficiencies identified. However, this new version
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would only be made available to beneficiaries on payment of an additional amount
by GIABA.

86. In order to determine the extent of these deficiencies, GIABA in June 2017,
hired the services oftwo (2) expertsto: (i)assess the software’s
performance and level of user satisfaction on one hand, and (ii) proffer the most
relevant recommendations for the most appropriate decisionto be taken, on
the other.

87. The Director General further indicated that in addition to the three million
three hundred and fifty-two thousand and eight dollars seventy-six cents
(3, 352, 008.76) already paid, if the software provider was to continue with the
maintenance of the said software, then the annual fee of 392, 700 dollars would
continue to be paid indefinitely by GIABA for a non-functional equipment which,
according to the experts' report, does not meet the needs of these FlUs.

88. Council took note of the memorandum from GIABA and directed that the
contract on the Analytical and STR Processing Software to be utilised in
combatting money laundering delivered by JetLink Ventures, be terminated with
immediate effect, and that a report be made to the next ordinary session of
Council.

Item M: Presentation and Consideration of the Report of Ministers of
Industry

89. The Memorandum by the Commission presented the meeting report of
ECOWAS Ministers responsible for Quality. The meeting, which was held in
Niamey, Niger from 19 to 20 October 2017 considered and adopted the ECOWAS
harmonised standards.

90. Thus, fifty-three harmonised standards ECOSTAND concerning agricultural
produce, food products, chemicals, building and construction products, electro
technical equipment and tourism services were adopted by the meeting.

91. The Memorandum urged the Council of Ministers to approve the report of the
sectoral Ministers’ meeting on the fifty-three harmonised standards, as well as the
Regulations approving the standards.

92. Council adopted the report and the Regulations approving the standards

ltem N: Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the 2016 Meeting
of the ECOWAS Convergence Council

93. The 2016 ECOWAS Convergence Report reviewed the macroeconomic
performance and status of convergence of Member States and made specific
recommendations to each country on the improvement and consolidation of its

economic and financial situation and convergence level. It emerged that there was
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no progress in 2016 compared to 2015 in terms of compliance with current
macroeconomic convergence criteria.

94. Following deliberations, the 10th Ordinary Session of Council held in
Bamako on 14 September, urged Member States to regularly prepare and forward
periodic reports and multi-year convergence programmes, in line with the
provisions of the Convergence Pact. In addition, the ECOWAS Commission was
requested to reflect on ways and means to enhance the participation of Finance
Ministers in Convergence Council sessions held twice a year. The Commission
should also consider strengthening the multilateral surveillance system for
improved monitoring of national economies.

95. Council endorsed the recommendations contained in the report and agreed
to forward them to the Authority for its consideration.

ltem O: Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the Presidential

Task Force on ECOWAS Common Currency

96. The Commission presented the conclusions of the 4th session of the
Presidential Task Force on the ECOWAS Single Currency held in Niamey on 24th
October 2017. The Heads of State of Cote d’lvoire, Ghana, Niger and Nigeria who
are Task Force members, took part in the meeting alongside the President of the
Togolese Republic and Chairman of the ECOWAS Heads of State and
Government. The meeting was preceded by a Ministerial Committee meeting
responsible for reviewing implementation of the different activities on the roadmap
for the ECOWAS single currency. At the end of the meeting, the Task Force
directed the Ministerial Committee to convene within three months, in order to
propose a new roadmap to speed up the attainment of the goal to create the single
currency by 2020, with countries that would have by that time met the convergence
criteria. The Task Force decided to organise its 5" meeting in Accra in February
2018.

97. The Council of Ministers endorsed the conclusions of the Task Force
meeting and agreed to submit them to the Authority of Heads of State and
Government for consideration.

Item P:_Presentation and Consideration of Report of the Finance Minister’s
Meeting on adoption of the ECOWAS Customs Code and Directive
on Fiscal Reforms

98. The Minister of Finance of the Togolese Republic, Mr Sani YAYA presented
the report of the meeting of ECOWAS Finance Ministers which held on 24
November 2017 in Abuja. The meeting validated a draft Supplementary Act on the
ECOWAS Customs Code and two Directives on fiscal reforms.
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99. Council took note of the presentation and endorsed the draft Supplementary
Act on the Community Customs Code and the 3 draft Directives on Value Added
Tax (VAT), harmonisation of excise duties on tobacco products, as well as the
institutional framework for fiscal transition respectively. Council recommended the
first 2 Directives for adoption by the Authority of Heads of State and Government.
The 3™ Directive, which is an operational instrument, may be adopted by the
President of ECOWAS Commission for application.

100. However, Cote d’lvoire and Mali expressed reservations on the draft
Directive on harmonisation of excise duties on tobacco products, and called for an
impact study and national consultation of all stakeholders on the draft Directive.

Item Q: Presentation and consideration of the Final Report of the
31t ECOWAS Audit Committee Meeting

101. The Chairperson of the Audit Committee presented the Report of its meeting
which was held in Abuja, on the 11" and 12" December 2017.

102. The report of the Audit Committee covered the following:

* Financial Statements of all ECOWAS Institutions for the years 2013,
2014, and 2015;

= Reports by control organs, namely the Financial Controller and the Chief
Internal Auditor;

= Draft organogram of the Office of the Auditor General;

103. Recommendations of the Audit Committee:

* Adoption of the 2013 accounts as audited by the External Auditor,
KPMG Ghana

= Improvement of the internal control functions of ECOWAS
Institutions;

= Provision of all documents on the Institutional Reform pertaining to
the establishment of the office of the Auditor General.

104. The Chairman of the Committee reported that the Audit of the 2014 and
2015 accounts is yet to be finalised.

105. Council reiterated its concern over the delay in submitting the consolidated
audited financial statements for Community Institutions for the years 2014 to 2016.
Council however approved the audited financial statements for 2013 and directed
the Commission to make available all the required documentation to enable the
Audit Committee monitor the audit of the said accounts.

106. The Commission should also transmit documents relating to the new office of
the Auditor General to the Audit Committee

26



Item R: Presentation of the Report of the Judicial Council

107. The Commission presented the report of the meeting of the Judicial Council
which was convened in Abidjan on 9 November 2017 to recruit a Liberian Judge
that would replace Justice Micah Wilkins Wright whose appointment as a Judge of
the Community Court of Justice had been terminated. The termination was as a
result of a judgment of the Supreme Court of Liberia indicting Justice Wright for
certain offences committed prior to his appointment as a Judge of the Community

Court of Justice.

108. In compliance with the recruitment procedure for Judges of the Court, the
Judicial Council conducted an interview of three candidates whose names were
forwarded by the Liberian Government.

109. At the end of the exercise Mr. Yusuf Kaba is recommended for appointment
as the new Community Court Judge from Liberia who will serve the remaining
period of the tenure of Justice Wilkins Wright.

110. Council thanked the Commission for the report and agreed to recommend
the appointment of Justice Yusuf Kaba to the Authority for approval.

111. Council also requested the delegation from Cabo Verde to convey to the
Vice President of the Judicial Council who is a Cabo Verdian, the need to attend
meetings of the Judicial Council.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Item S: Memorandum on the Establishment of an ECOWAS Radio Station:
Transfer of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Radio to
ECOWAS

112. The objective of the ECOWAS Radio/TV Station is to promote the integration
of West African populations along with peace, security, stability, democracy and
good governance, as well as to bridge strengthening of the information gap on the
programmes implemented by ECOWAS Institutions in the field of regional
integration and socio-economic development.

113. It may be recalled that the ECOWAS Commission was tasked to investigate
the technical, operational and financial requirements for the implementation of the
ECOWAS Radio/TV. A comprehensive report on the technical and cost
requirements for the implementation of the ECOWAS Radio/TV was presented to
the xxx session of the AFC which recommended the Commission explore other
funding mechanisms due to the financial constraints faced by the Community.

114. Seizing the opportunity of the close-down of the United Nations Mission in
Liberia (UNMIL) by March 2018, the ECOWAS Commission requested and
received approval from the Government of Liberia and UN to operate the UNMIL
Radio in Monrovia as the ECOWAS Radio by 2018. This provides the opportunity
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to launch ECOWAS Radio in Liberia in 2018 at an affordable cost with plans in
place to gradually extend the coverage beyond the borders of Liberia and into the
other fourteen West African countries from 2019. The Commission also stated that
the concept note for the editorial policy and the management structure for the radio
as well as the mode of financing have been developed.

115. Council took note of the information provided and congratulated the
Commission for this initiative. It expressed its appreciation to the United Nations for
graciously granting the request of ECOWAS to take-over the UNMIL radio station.

ltem T: Update on Institutional Reform

116. The Commission provided a progress report on the status of the ECOWAS
institutional reform programme which essentially commenced in 2006 with the
transformation of the Executive Secretariat into a Commission. It recalled the 2013-
2015 phase of the reforms that yielded proposals for the restructuring of some of
the Community Institutions, primarily the Commission itself along with myriad
proposals for improving the operational systems procedures and processes of all
the institutions for greater efficiency.

117. The update however focused mainly on decisions of the 78" Session of the
Council of Ministers and the 51% Ordinary session of the Authority which took place
from the 1-2 June 2017 and the 4" June 2017 respectively in Monrovia. These
decisions taken within the context of the ongoing reforms were in relation to the
structure of the Commission, the establishment of some key positions and Offices
including the adoption of some important policies that would generally improve
operational effectiveness and efficiency within the Community.

118. The Commission reported that in compliance with Directives from the above
stated meetings, work on developing the organogram of the newly adopted nine (9)
member Commission had been completed and would be submitted to an
extraordinary meeting of the Administration and Finance Committee for its
consideration early in the month of January 2018, from where recommendations
would be transmitted to Council for approval.

119. The Commission also reported that work on other aspects of the reform such
as the restructuring of other Community Institutions, the conduct of a Community-
wide staff skills audit and the strengthening of the Commission’s internal control
functions in the areas of Accounting, Finance, Audit, Human Resources and
Procurement was in progress.

120. Council took note of the update and directed the Commission to expedite the
process and ensure that the reforms are concluded within the first quarter of 2018.
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Item U: Update on the implementation of the ECOWAS Common Industrial
Policy

121. The Commission presented a memorandum on the status of implementation
of the West African Common Industrial Policy (WACIP), adopted by the Authority of
Heads of State and Government in 2010 in line with the Revised ECOWAS Treaty.

122. The memorandum highlighted the importance of this policy, which mainly
aims to fast-track West Africa’s industrialisation with the implementation of major
programmes and projects.

123. However, the West African industrial development goal remains gravely
impeded by financial difficulties and the allocation of inadequate resources for the
implementation of WACIP.

124. The memorandum gave a general overview of major constraints and
challenges including problems facing industrialists, poor industrial governance and
insufficient resources for industrial investment in Member States as well as the
problems facing the development of value chains.

125. It also provided an overview of ongoing actions and programmes including
the establishment of regional quality infrastructure, promotion of the agro industry
through the development of value chains, promotion of the regional pharmaceutical
industry, development of the regional automotive industry policy.

126. The aim of the memorandum is to inform Council of Ministers on issues and
constraints facing regional industrialisation, urging them to take all measures
necessary to ensure the implementation of WACIP, to meet the region’s industrial
development goals

127. Council took note of the memorandum and adopted the recommendation
therein

Item V: Update on the Organisation of Roundtable on the Community
Development Programme

128. Following the decision of the 49th Ordinary Session of the Authority of Heads
of State and Government, held in Abidjan (Cote d'lvoire) to organise a roundtable
for the financing of priority projects of the Community Development Programme
(PCD), the ECOWAS Commission, in conjunction with the lvorian authorities,
agreed on 25 and 26 January 2018 for the organisation of the Roundtable.

129. In that regard, the Commission carried out series of preparatory activities
related in particular to the finalisation of technical documents, the consultation and
sensitisation of partners and investors and the practical organisation of the
Roundtable.
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130. The technical documents prepared focus on seven (7) priority projects
selected for the Roundtable. The projects cover the areas of transport and energy
infrastructure, agriculture and health. A technical restructuring was proposed for
eligible projects through public-private partnership (PPP) with the support of the
PPP Regional Unit of the BOAD.

131. Sensitisation and consultation activities continued with United Nations
agencies, Central Bank Governors and Ministers of Economy and Finance in the
region. Regarding consultations with regional private sector investors, the
Commission continued its discussions with the Federation of West African
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FEWACCI) for the technical finalisation of
the Sealink Project, as well as for the mobilisation of private sector stakeholders in
the region for the Roundtable. Financial and guarantee institutions agreed to
organise syndications to support the financing of priority projects.

132. Regarding the practical organisation of the Roundtable, the Commission
carried out several activities relating to the preparation of documents for the
Roundtable, recruitment of communication and event management agencies,
identification of participants as well as preparation and sending of invitation letters.

133. Council took note of the information provided.

Item W: Memorandum on the Task Force on ECOWAS Trade
Liberalisation Scheme

134. The Chairman of the Task Force on ECOWAS Trade Liberalisation Scheme
(ETLS) provided an update on the activities of his group. He pointed out that the
Task Force carried out advocacy missions to twelve (12) out of the fifteen (15)
Member States. At the end of the missions, tariff and non-tariff barriers, as well as
abnormal practices were noted in Member States. The visited Member States
made commitments in an Aide-Mémoire to sustainably eliminate barriers to intra-
regional trade, as identified during the missions.

135. In view of the persistent abnormal practices at borders and on the corridors,
the Chairman requested for the enhancement of the powers of the Task Force to
monitor illicit activities.

136. Taking note of the status of execution of the mission entrusted to the Task
Force by the Heads of State and Government and given the need to undertake
unannounced missions to ensure strict implementation of Community texts on the
free movement of persons and goods, the Council of Ministers approved the
request of the Chairman of the Task Force to undertake unannounced missions.
Council thus recommends to the Authority of Heads of State and Government to
authorise the enhancement of the monitoring powers of the Task Force.

Item X: Any Other Business

e Request For Support For State Candidatures For Positions in
International Organisations;
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137. The following issues were discussed:

i. Request by Burkina Faso for support of candidature of Mr. Brahima
SANOU for the post of Vice Chair of the ITU.

i. Requestby Ghana

Non-permanent seat at the UN Security Council for 2020 to 2021 and
the Election of Mrs. Gertrude Oforiwa Fefoame to the Committee of
Experts of the United Nations Convention on Persons with Disability
(UNCRPD)

i. Request by Niger for support of candidature for Non-permanent
seat at the UN Security Council for 2020 to 2021.

iv. Request by Nigeria for support of two candidatures in the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
Re-election into the Council of ITU for the term 2019 to 2022;
Presentation of Mr. William ljeh for the post of Director of the ITU
Development Bureau.

138. Council took note of the requests and directed the concerned Member
States, who are yet to do so, to submit formal request to the Commission with all
necessary documentation.

Item Y: Adoption of Report

139. This report was adopted after amendments.

item Z: Closing Ceremony

140. The Chair of Council, H.E. Professor Robert Dussey, in his closing remarks
thanked all the participants at the 79" Ordinary Session of Council for the spirit of
camaraderie which prevailed throughout the deliberations.

141. He thereafter declared closed the 79" Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS

Council of Ministers and wished all participants safe trip back to their various
destinations.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 14™ DAY OF DECEMBER 2017

,_.‘ﬁgg@mm@\

H.E. PROFESSOR ROBERT DUSSEY

CHAIRMAN
FOR COUNCIL



COMUNIDADE DOS ESTADOS
DA AFRICA DO OESTE

COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE
DES ETATS DE L'AFRIQUE
DE L'OUEST

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

SEVENTY-NINTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE ECOWAS
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Abuja, 13 -14 December 2017

VOTE OF THANKS

Members of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers meeting in Abuja, on 13 and 14
November 2017, express their profound gratitude to His Excellency Muhammadu
Buhari GCFR, President of Federal Republic of Nigeria and to the Government and
people of Nigeria for the warm and brotherly welcome extended them and for the
excellent facilities placed at their disposal to ensure the successful conduct of their
deliberations.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 14™ DAY OF DECEMBER 2017

COUNCIL
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