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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Sixty-Eighth Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers was held from 11th to 

12th June 2012 in Abidjan , Republic of C6te d' lvoire. The meeting , which was attended by 

Ministers in-charge of ECOWAS Affairs and Finance, was chaired by H.E. Daniel Kablan 

Duncan. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cote d'lvoire and Chairman of Council. 

2. The following Member States were represented : 

• Republic of BENIN 

• BURKINA FASO 

• Republic of CAPE VERDE 

• Republic of COTE D'IVOIRE 

• Republic of The GAMBIA 

• Republic of GHANA 

• Republic of GUINEA 

• Republic LIBERIA 

• Republic of MALI 

• Republic of NIGER 

• Federal Republic of NIGERIA 

• Republic of SENEGAL 

• Republic of SIERRA lEONE 

• TOGOlESE Republic 

3. The following institutions and specialized agencies of ECOWAS were also 

represented : 

• ECOWAS Commission ; 

• ECOWAS Parliament; 

• Community Court of Justice; 

• ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID); 

• West African Health Organisation (WAHO); 

• Inter-Governmental Action Group against Money Laundering In West Africa 

(GIABA); 

• ECOWAS Regional Electricity Regulatory Agency (ERERA); 

4. The list of participants is annexed to this report . 

I. OPENING CEREMONY 

5. In his opening address , the Chairman of Council, H,E, Daniel Kablan Duncan, 

Minister of State responsible for Foreign Affairs, welcomed all partiCipants to t 8" 

Ordinary Session of Council and reiterated his gratitude for the friendship and 



demonstrated by Council Members towards Cote d'lvoire by their active involvement in the 

consolidation of the structures and management of their common organisation . 

6. He subsequently recalled the progress made by ECOWAS 37 years after its 
establishment, with remarkable achievements , recognizing also some weaknesses 

encountered due to its methods of operation . He particularly stressed the need to 

judiciously guide ECOWAS towards a greater modernisation and strengthening of its 

management procedures. 

7. Recalling Council's decision to postpone the allocation of statutory positions to this 

Ordinary Session, the Council Chairman urged Council Members to discuss the issue 

thoroughly in order to arrive at a consensus on the allocation of statutory positions. He 

also recalled Council 's commitment to review, with the Commission . the decisions taken 

during the last Extraordinary Session of the Council of Ministers. 

8. Stressing the need to move forward on the issue of a more inclusive participation of 

Member States in the building of the Community project, he recalled the instructions of the 

Authority of Heads of State and Government during their Extraordinary Session held on 18 

October 2011. In that regard , the expediency to explore the possibil ity of creating other 

Commissioner positions. as an optimum approach in dealing with this outstanding issue 

was discussed. 

9. Recalling the relevant resolutions taken during the 66" and 67'h Council sessions, 

the Chairman urged Council to face up to its responsibilities and make brave decisions on 

the items on the agenda. 

10. The Honourable Minister concluded his speech by wishing Council fru itful 

deliberations and a pleasant stay in Cote d'lvoire. 

11 . Taking the floor, the President of the Commission, HE Kadre Desire OuMraogo, 

on behalf of the new Commission team welcomed all participants to the 68th Ordinary 

ECOWAS Council session 

12. After referring to the ceremony for swearing-in the Commission Vice President and 

Commissioners, he renewed his gratitude to all members of Council for their commitment 

to Community ideals. 

13. The President subsequently drew attention to the economic and financial difficulties 

in the Euro zone and the spill-over effects on our sub-region. He also dreJ;:U~unCiI'S 

attention to the crises in the West Africa Region, particularly in Mali and GUinrrlissau, 



and pointed out that the crises notwithstanding, the region recorded a 6.4% growth rate in 

2011 , and is envisaging a 6.3 growth rate in 2012. 

14. Highlighting the efforts of our region to consolidate regional peace and security, the 

President of the Commission paid tribute to the Heads of State and Government for their 

determination to place peace and security issues at the core of the people's aspirations 

and the development of our region. 

15. Concluding , he expressed gratitude to the President of the Republic of Cote 

d'lvoire, Chairman of the ECOWAS Authority of Heads of State and Government, H.E. 

Alassane OUATTRA, emphasizing that his determination and commitment for a strong and 

united ECOWAS has always been a source of inspiration for the Commission's efforts 

towards a peaceful and prosperous ECOWAS. 

16. The full texts of the speeches are attached to this report . 

11. ELECTION OF BUREAU 

17. The following bureau was elected : 

• 

• 
Chairman 

Rapporteurs 

Republic of Cote d'lvoire 

Republic of Benin 

Republic of Sierra Leone 

Il l. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND WORK PROGRAMME 

18. The following agenda was adopted : 

Opening Cerem ony 

• Opening Statement by the Host Minister, Chairman of Council 

• Statement by the President of the ECOWAS Commission 

II Adoption of Draft Agenda and Work Programme 

III Election of Bureau 

IV Swearing-In of Vice-President and Commissioners 

ITEMS FOR DECISION 

v Presentation and Consideration of the 2012 Interim Report of the p"q;tdent 

of the ECOWAS Commission I ~ 



VI Presentation and Consideration of the Status of Tasks Assigned by the 66'h 

and 67'h Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers 

VII Presentation and Consideration of the Acting Financial Controller's 2011 

Annual Report 

VIII Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the Audit Committee 

IX Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the 11'h Meeting of the 

Administration and Finance Committee 

X Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the 1" Extraordinary 

Meeting of the Administration and Finance Committee 

XI Presentation and Consideration of a Memorandum relating to the Adoption 

Process of Community Legal Instruments and a req uest for Re·subrnission of 

some Supplementary Acts to the 2012 Mid-year Session of the Authority of 

Heads of State and Government 

XII Presentation and Consideration of a Memorandum on the Allocation of 

Statutory Positions to Member States 

ITEMS FOR ENDORSEMENT 

XIII Presentation of Ministerial Sectoral Reports 

• Report of the 11 '" Meeting of the Ministers -in-charge of 

TelecommunicationsllCT held in Yamoussoukro on 14th October, 2011 

• Report of the 2"" Conference of ECOWAS of Science and Technology 

held in Yamoussoukro on 24'h March, 2012 

• Report of the Ministerial Meeting on the ECOWAS Humanitarian Affairs 

Policy and Plan of Action held in Cotonou on 9 'h March, 2012 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

XIV Report on the Status of Ratification of Protocols 

OTHER ITEMS 

XV Any Other Business ffr 
• Consideration of the Draft Agenda of the 41 SI Ordinary Summit fads 

of State and Government 



XVI Adoption of Report 

XVI I Closing Ceremony 

• Vote of Thanks 

• Closing Statement of the President of Council 

• Press Conference 

IV SWEARING-IN OF VICE PRESIDENT AND COMMISSIONERS 

19. Following their presentation by the President of the ECOWAS Commission. the 

President of the Community Court of Justice, Justice Awa Nana Oaboya , administered the 

oath of office to the Vice President and six (8) Commissioners of the ECOWAS 

Commission . They are: 

Vice President of the Commission 

Commissioner for Administration 
and Finance 

Commissioner for Agriculture , 
Environment and Water Resources 

Commissioner for Infrastructure 

Commissioner for Macroeconomic Policy 

Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace 
and Security 

Commissioner for Trade, Customs, 
Industry, Mines and Free Movement 

Or. Toga Gayewea Mclntosh 

Mrs. Khadi Ramatu Saccoh 

Or. Lapodini Marc Atouga 

Mr. Ebrima Njie 

Or. Ibrahim Bocar Ba 

Mrs . Salamatu Hussaini 
Sulelman 

Mr. Ahmed Hamid 

20. Council congratulated the Vice President and the Commissioners and urged them 

to perform their duties with utmost diligence and integrity. 

V. OUTCOME OF DELIBERATIONS 

Item 5: 

Items for Dec ision 

Presentation and Consideration of the 2012 Interim Report of the 

President of the ECOWAS Commiss ion 

21 . The 2012 Interim Report was presented by the President of th~COWAS 
Commission , H.E. Kadre Desire OUEORAOGO. III 



22. The presentation reveals that the region 's economic growth (6.4%) in 2011 stoce at 

a significant level compared to the average observed in Sub-Saharan Africa, whose 

growth rate was 5.1 % during the same year. This growth is expected to continue during 

2012 in the region with a projected rate of 6.3%. Five Member States, namely Cote d'lvoire 

(8.2%), Ghana (8.8%), Liberia (8.8%), Niger (11.4%) and Sierra Leone (35.9%) would 

record in 2012, a growth rate above 8%. 

23. Regarding the implementation of the Community's work progarmme, the President 

highlighted the progress made during the first half of 2012. He noted that significant 

progress was made during the first half in the implementation of the work programme, and 

reaffirmed the commitment of the new management team to pursue efforts to achieve the 

mission assigned to it. 

24 . On economic and monetary integration, he gave an update on the implementation 

of the actions undertaken for the establishment of the monetary union through the 

multilateral surveillance mechanism and statistical harmonisation. 

25. Concerning the establishment of the customs union. the President gave an update 

on the progress made in the finalisation of the ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) 

and requested the Member States' support for its final isation as soon as possible and its 

implementation by January 2013 . 

26. Regarding the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) negotiations, he informed 

Council of the status of discussions and told members that he was planning to travel on 18 

June with his counterpart from the UEMOA Commission to discuss the points of 

divergence , among other things, and give a new impetus to the negotiations. The joint 

mission will also discuss with its counterparts from the European Union the steps taken to 

ensure the effective use of resources placed at the disposal of the region, as part of the 

10th EDF RIP . and advocate substantial support as part of the 11 th EDF, which is in the 

formulation process. 

27. He urged the Member States to get involved In the removal of non-tariff barriers to 

the free movement of goods and persons, and underscored the importance of quality 

infrastructures for enhancing and improving regional trade, 

28. Regarding the development of natural resources in the region , he stated that the 

Commission had continued its efforts to expedite the implementation of programmes 

identified within the framework of agricultural and mineral resource developme~t he 

President also gave an update on the activities implemented during the first half of in 

the area of human development and institutional reforms. 
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29. Lastly. the President gave a comprehensive report on the security situation in the 

region. He particularly updated Council on the actions undertaken for the resolution of the 

crises in Mali and Guinea Bissau, following the coups d'etat in those countries. 

30. After outlining the prospects for the remainder of 2012, the President of the 

Commission urged all the political leaders to keep supporting ECOWAS programmes with 

a view to establishing a credible, viable and conducive regional economic space for the 

realization of the regional integration agenda . 

31 . Following the presentation, Council lauded the quality of the interim report and 

cam mended the Commission for the actions undertaken. 

32. Council welcomed the Commission's efforts and in the region for the resolution of 

the crises in Mali and Guinea Bissau , following the coups d'etat in those countries that 

halted electoral processes. Council reiterated the need for greater solidarity within the sub­

region. 

33. Council emphasized the need to adopt a consensual approach in the process for 

formulating and validating Community texts, particula rly the ECOWAS Investment Code. It 

also recalled the need to prioritize actions to enable the impact of the said actions to be felt 

on the regional integration process. In that regard. steps should be taken to remove the 

obstacles to the effective application of the Protocol on Free Movement of Persons and 

Goods, and the Right of Residence. 

34. Council made suggestions for improving future reports, placing particular emphasis 

on establishing implementation timetables and highlighting key challenges and constraints. 

It was important for Council to know where the region was and where it is headed in order 

for Council to arrive at concrete results. 

Item 6: Presentation and Consideration of the Status of Tasks Assigned by the 

66'h and 67'h Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers 

35. The Commission presented a report on the implementation status of tasks assigned 

indicating the status of implementation of each task as well as remarks on the tasks. 

36. At the end of the presentation. Council members sought some clarifications on 

some of the tasks and adopted the report after the clarifications were provided . 

Item 7: Presentation and Consideration of the Financial Controller's 2011 Interim 

Report 

37 . The 2011 annual report of the Acting Financial Controller was presente the 

Council of Ministers. The report covers the budgetary, financial and staffing situatio the 
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community institutions for the period 01 January to 31" January, 2011 . The report recalled 

that the Council of Ministers at its sixty-fifth Ordinary Session approved a total budget of 

UA 181 ,313.384 for community institutions for the year 2011 , an increase of 7% over the 

preceding year of which UA 152,384,772 was to be funded from community levy, UA 
5,200,000 from contribution arrears, UA 250,000 surplus funds from previous years, UA 

23,364,588 from donor grants and UA 114,024 miscellaneous income. In all, about 87% 
of the budget was expected to be funded from the Community resources and 13% from 

donor funds. 

38. It was reported that for the period under review, total income recorded was UA 

238,786,971 or 32% more than the budgeted income for the year. Of the total income 

recorded as received for the period , community levy accounted for UA 194.383,792 

constituting 81 % of total receipts and representing 28% of the community levy budget. Out 

of the total levy received, UA 106,480,642 or 55% was disbursed to Community 

Institutions to finance their programmes and activities . Contribution arrears received from 

Member States during the period under review, amounted to UA1 , 206, 50S, Donor grants 
received amounted to, UA 8,725,727 or 37% of the grants budgeted and miscellaneous 

income recorded stood at, UA 173,326. The rate of income achieved for the period was 

very good from the main source of income, the Community Levy. 

39. The Acting Financial Controller expressed satisfaction, but said there was still room 

for improvement in the management of the Community levy. He pointed out that the 

statements on levy deposits and assessments continued to be behind schedule, which 

makes it difficult to ascertain the levy balance due from Member States at the end of the 

period . The report also stated that contrary to the decision of the Authority AlDECAI01/05 

and Council Regulation C/REG.1/9/03 some Member States continue not to fully 

implement the decision. He reminded Council to come up with a lasting solution to this 

lingering problem. Furthermore, he emphasized in his report the need to assess and build 

the human and material capacity of the Commission Unit responsible for the management 
of the Community Levy funds . 

40. The Acting Financial Controller also reiterated the need for Institutions to improve 

the mobilization, budgeting and accounting for donor funds and accelerate the 

implementation of plans geared towards these . 

41 . On the expenditure side, the report recorded UA 144.192,247 as committed for the 

period of January to December 2011 representing 79% of the budget for the year. 

Programme expenditure recorded was UA83, 922, 922 or 58% of the total expenses 

committed , administrative expenditure was UA 51 ,265,780 representing 36% Of~ total 

expenses committed whilst amount spent on governing bodies was UA7,104, f7 and 



others stood at UA 1,898 ,796. The overall rates of budget and programme implementation 

improved considerably compared to those of the same period of the preceding years. 

42 . The performance per institution varied from 73% to as high as 100%.The rate of 

implementation of the budget for administration of 94% was also higher than that achieved 

under the programme budget of 76%. Programme to administrative expenditure ratio was 

reported to be 62:38 

43. The report highlighted a number of challenges faced by the institutions in 

programme implementation and expenditure management, procurement, mission 

planning , delegation of authority and staffing. 

44 . On the staffing situation, it was reported that during the period under review, the 

total staff strength in ECOWAS institutions was nine hundred and ninety-eight (998) 

comprising twenty (20) statutolY appointees, three hundred and eighty-two (382) 

professionals and five hundred and ninety-six (596) local staff. The total female staff is two 

hundred and seventy-two (272) representing 27% of total staff strength and a slight 

increase of 2% as compared to the previous year. Staff expenditure of UA 47,258,543 was 
reported committed representing 84% of the staff expenditure budget for the year and 

accounting for 33% of the total expenditure for the period . 

45. On the financial situation , the Acting Financial Controller reported that a total of UA 

259,33 million was held in various bank accounts by the community institutions at the end 

of the period, of which UA 175.17 million were community funds . 

46. At the end of the report eleven (11) recommendations were made for the 
consideration of the Council of Ministers. 

47. Council cam mended the Acting Financial Controller on the quality of his report . 

48. In the deliberations that ensued, Council expressed grave concern about the issue 
of expenditure being incurred by certain Institutions and Agencies without vetting by the 

Office of the Financial Controller as required by extant Community Regulations. In this 
connection, Council directed the President of the Commission as the Principal Authorizing 

Officer of the Community to ensure strict adherence to Community regulations guiding 

expenditure by all Institutions and Agencies, and submit a progress report at its next 

session. 

49. After deliberations, Council adopted the report and at! the recommen 

contained therein with the exception of the recommendation on the issue of the re 

ations 

tions 
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placed by the Federal Republic of Nigeria on the Community Levy account held at the 

Central Bank of Nigeria. 

Item 8: Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the 25th and 26th Meetings 

of the Audit Committee 

50 . The synopsis report of the 25'" and 26th meetings of the Audit Committee were 

presented by its Vice Chairman, Mr Benjamin Codjoe, the report covered the following 

issues: 

Recruitment of External Auditors for ECOWAS for 2011 and 2012; 

Update on status of preparation of 2011 financial statements by Community 

Institutions and Agencies; 

Terms of reference for the Diagnostic Study of ECOWAS; 

Progress on the consultancies on Job Evaluation and Recruitment Manual 

Progress on the International Public Sector Accounting Standards 

(IPSAS/SAP); 

Update on the finalisation and implementation of Tender Code and 

Procurement Practices; 

Implementation roadmap/action plan for comprehensive reform of Travel 

Management: 

Discussion on the establishment of the Community Levy Un it and modalities 

for Management of 4.5% annual allocation to National Units 

ECOWAS Code of Conduct 
Establishment and implementation of responsible reporting of wrong doing 

(whistle blower charter): 

2012 work plan of the Financial Controller: 

2012 Internal Audit work plan and situation of Internal Aud it reports for the 

period to May 2012; 

Presentation of final version of Tasks Assigned Monitoring System 

(TAMOSYS) and roll-out of the system to the Institutions: 

2010 Performance Appraisal of staff of the office of the Chief Internal Auditor; 

Consultancy services for the Evaluation of the office of the Chief Internal 

Auditor. 

51 . After the presentation of the report , Council congratulated the Audit Committee for 

the quality of the report presented and adopted the report and the recommendations 

contained therein . Council further directed that the issue of collaboration bet'vlJe~e 

Offices of the Chief Internal Auditor, Financial Controller and the Audit Committee f I I'd 
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be a matter of routine. Council also directed that in future, recommendations by the Audit 

Committee for its adoption should be accompanied by time lines for implementation. 

Item 9: Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the 11th Meeting of the 

Administration and Finance Committee 

52. The final report of the 11th meeting of the Administration and Finance Committee 

was presented by the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. TANON Felix, Technical Adviser to 

the Minister in-charge of African Integration in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cote 

d'lvoire. The report dealt mainly with the following issues: 

The proposed Task-Assigned Monitoring System for ECOWAS Institutions; 

Transport Allowances of General Services Staff; 
Provision of Installation Allowance and Increase In Housing Allowance For 

Statutory Appointees; 

Supplementary Budget for the 2012 Operations of the National Coordinating 

Committees (NCCs) of the ECOWAS Multilateral Surveillance Mechanism; 

Supplementary Budget for the Approved 2012 Programmes of the ECOWAS Youth 

and Sports Development Centre (EYSDC); 

the Official Residence of the President of the Commission; 

Amendment to Rule 17 (3) of the Commission's Rules of Procedure regarding 
acting Positions of Commissioners; 

Request for Approval of Expenses of the External Auditor related to the Audit of the 

Accounts of ECOWAS Institutions for the 2011 and 2012 Financial Year 

53. Following deliberations, Council adopted the report and all the recommendations 

made by the Administration and Finance Committee with the exception of the upward 

review in the housing allowances of Statutory Appointees. On this issue, Council further 
directed that the matter should be resubmitted for its consideration at its next session, after 

the conduct of a global study covering all the Institutions of the Community. 

54. On the issue of the official residence of the President of the Commission, an 

acceptable solution has been reached after consultation between the Nigerian delegation, 

the President of the Commission and the current Chairman of Council of Ministers. 

Item 10: Presentation and Consideration of the Report of the 1st Extra-Ordinary 

Meeting of the Admin istration and Finance Committee 

55. On the directive of the 11th Extra-Ordinary Session of Council , the Administrative 

and Finance Committee held an extraordinary meeting in Abuja on 4th and 5th J~2012 

to examine the request by the Commission for the partial lifting of the freeze/I) staff 
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recruitment to enable the new management to fill 18% which is equivalent to fifty-two (52) 

critical positions that would underpin the achievement of their mandate. 

56. The Chairman of the AFC, Mr. Felix Tanon presented the recommendations as 

follows: 

a) In order to get the new Management team to carry out their mandate and to be 

held accountable, it is necessary for the team to be given the minimum 

resources; 

b) The conduct of the Institutional review is a priority and must be carried out to its 

logical conclus ions as directed by Council before the full lifting of the freeze on 

recruitment. 

c) To recommend to Counci l the request of the Commission to recruit 18% which is 

equivalent to fifty-two (52) staff to fill critical positions. However, the delegations 

of Nigeria and Senegal expressed their reservations on this recommendation 

and insisted that the Institut ional reforms be concluded before recru itments are 

carried out. 

57. After deliberations, the delegations of Senegal and Nigeria withdrew their 

reservations on the issue. Council then adopted the report of the 1" Extraordinary Session 

of AFC on the condition that: 

The recruitment process be closely monitored to avoid the recurrence of the issues 

that necessitated the freeze on recruitment; 

A preliminary report on the recruitment process be presented to Council before 

proceeding to the appointment of candidates. 

Item 11: Presentation and Consideration of a Memorandum relating to the 

Adoption Process of Community Legal Instruments and a request for 

Re~submiss ion of some Supplementary Acts to the 2012 Mid~year 

Session of the Authority of Heads of State and Government 

58. The ECOWAS Commission in its presentation of this Memorandum sought to; 

a) Acquaint Council with the evolution and adoption process of all 

Community Legal instruments; 

b) Call for a strengthening of existing national mechanisms re~a ding 

consultation and consideration of ECOWAS activities and proj s as 

well as Community Legal texts; 
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c). Re-submit to the 41 st Session of the Authority of Heads of State and 

Government of some Supplementary Acts which were not signed by 

some Member States at the 40th Ordinary Summit of the Authority of 

Heads of State and Government. 

59. In the presentation, the Commission highlighted the developmental process for the 

Community legal regimes, including the involvement of Member States in the process prior 

to the signing of the Supplementary Acts. It expressed concern over a situation where the 

Heads of State at an Authority Session refrained from signing these acts because of a gap 

in communicating the purport of the Acts to them. It therefore called for the strengthening 

of these evolutionary processes leading to the adoption of Community Legal Texts and 

concluded by requesting Council to adopt the following: -

• That all of the Supplementary Acts which were not fully Signed at the last 

Ordinary Summit be represented at the mid-year Summit of the Authority for 

signature, and that the presentation of these Acts be accompanied by a 

summary of the purpose and relevance of the Acts to the integration process; 

• That Council at its sessions undertake more rigorous examination of the 

subject matter of these Acts with the support of a representative of the 

appropriate sector Ministerial Committee, the Commission or any other 

relevant Institution or Agency of the Community in order to be able to provide 

greater assurances to the Heads of State meeting: 

• That Ministries in charge of ECOWAS matters in Member States strengthen 

their national units and also strengthen national mechanisms for the 

consideration of all ECOWAS matters, including its draft legal instruments in 

anticipation of their adoption either by the Council of Ministers or by the 

Authority of Heads of State and Government. 

60. After extensive deliberations, Council adopted the memorandum and the 

recommendations contained therein. It directed the Commission to ensure timely despatch 

of these legal texts and put in place other mechanisms that will improve the signing 

process. 

Item 12: Presentation and Consideration of a Memorandum on the Allocaf of 

Statutory Positions to Member States 
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61 . The President of the Commission recalled the decision of the meeting of the 

Authority of Heads of State and Government at its 40'h Ordinary Session which directed 

the Chairman of Council to convene a meeting to consider the allocation of Statutory 

Positions that have become and will be vacant in 2012 and 2013 respectively. 

62. He also recalled the guidelines which were also adopted in Supplementary Act 

AISP.14\02112, specifically , Article 14 (3) of the Supplementary Act which gives the 

President of the Commission the duty of submitting proposals to the Authority through the 

Council for the allocation of Statutory positions. 

63 . After a lengthy deliberation, Council took note of the Memorandum of the President 

of the Commission and decided to recommend to the Authority of Heads of State and 

Government to increase the number of Commissioners from nine (9) to twelve (12) in 

order to give each Member State a feeling of inclusiveness. Consequent on the adoption 

of this recommendation by the Authority, the Council will reconvene to consider the 

allocation of positions to Member States. 

Items for Endorsement 

Item 13: Presentation of Sectoral Council of Ministers Reports 

a) Report of the 11 th Meeting of the Ministers - in-charge of 

Te lecommunicationsflCT held in Yamoussoukro on 14th October, 201 1 

64. The Report of the 11 th Meeting of the ECOWAS Ministers in-charge of 

Telecommunications was presented by Dr. Guibessongui Severin, Deputy Director of 

Cabinet, representing Mr. Bruno N. Kone, Minister of Posts and Information and 

Communication Technologies of the Republic of Cote O'lvoire, who chaired the meeting. 

65. The meeting submitted for Council's adoption of the following : -

• The status report on the national incorporation of Community Acts on 

T e lecommun ications/l CT: 

• 

• 

• 

Strategy paper on implementation of identified priority projects for the 

next five (5) years; 

The dotAfrica Project; 

Draft Regulation on the Conditions for access to SUbmarinr;rJj.ple 
Landing Stations . f U I 
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66 . Council adopted the report with the exception of the creation of new structures in 

the Commission , particularly that of a Directorate for Information , Communication 

Technologies and Posts, under the Department of Infrastructure. 

b) Report of the 20d Conference of ECOWAS Ministers of Science and 

Technology held in Yamoussoukro on 24th March, 2012 

67 . The Report of the Second Conference of ECOWAS Ministers of Science and 

Technology was presented by Dr. Ibrahim Cisse Bacongo, Minister in Charge of High 

Education and Scientific Research of Cote d'lvoire. Dr. Ciss" indicated that the 

deliberations of the 20d Conference of ECOWAS Ministers of Science and Technology 

examined and adopted, the recommendations of the experts on Science and Technology 

relative to the institutional mechanisms for coordination and facilitation of regional 

cooperation in Science, Technology and Innovation . 

68. The presentation further indicated that the 20d Conference of ECOWAS Ministers of 

Science and Technology also examined and adopted the ECOWAS Policy on Science and 

Technology (ECOPOST), the Action Plan , the Regulation on Centres of Excellence and 

the Directive on Science, Technology and Innovation and made specific recommendations 

to the ECOWAS Commission and to Member States. 

69. Council adopted lhe report, but subjected the crealion of lhe proposed direclorate of 

Science, Technology and Innovation to an assessment of its institutional impact and the 

outcome of the envisaged institutional reforms. 

70. Council recommended to the Authorily of Heads of State and Government the 

adoplion of the ECOWAS Policy on Science and Technology, ilS Aclion Plan, the 

Regulation on Centres of Excellence and lhe Directive on Science, Technology and 

Innovation. 

c) Report of the Minister ial Meeting on the ECOWAS Humanitarian Affairs 

Policy and Plan of Action held in Cotonou on 9th March, 201 2 

71 . The Report of the Ministerial Meeting on ECOWAS Humanitarian Affairs Policy and 

Plan of Action, held on 9'" March, 2012, in Cotonou , Benin, was presented by Mr. Nebout 

Jean Frangois, Technical Advisor to the Minister of State for the Interior of Cote d'lvoire, 

representing the Honourable Minister, Mc. Hamed Bakayoko. In his presentation, he 

highlighted the presentations of the Report of the Expert Meeting on the Draft ECOWAS 

Humanitarian Policy and Action Plan held from 5lh 
- yth March , 2012 and the S7.l:.aiC 

recommendations contained therein, the ECOWAS Humanitarian Action Plan , the
lf 
I It 



Plan of Act ion on the Implementation of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) in West 

Africa and the outcome of the deliberations. 

72 , In conclusion , he indicated that the Report was endorsed at the Ministerial meeting 

and invited Council to adopt the ECOWAS Humanitanan Policy and Plan of Action. 

Council adopted the report and agreed to recommend the ECOWAS Humanitarian Policy 

and Plan of Action to the Authority of Heads of State and Government for adoption. 

Item 14: 

Items for Information 

Presentation and Consideration of the Memorandum on the Status of 

the Ratification of ECOWAS Conventions and Protocols 

73, The Commission presented a Memorandum on the Status of the Ratification of 

ECOWAS Conventions and Protocols. In the memorandum, it was stated that ECOWAS 

has adopted a total of fifty-three (53) Conventions and Protocols on diverse areas relating 

to its mandate of regional integration and development since its establishment. It also 

indicated that all these legal Instruments after adoption are subject to ratification before 

they enter into fo rce and are applied in Member States, Prior to 2008, entry into force 

requirements call for ratification by nine (9) Member States. before any law is said to be in 

force, 

74 , As at 30·h April , 2012, only thirty-eight (38) of these instruments have entered into 

force whilst the Community still awaits the entry into force of fifteen (15) important 

ECOWAS legal Texts. Furthermore, it was stated that not all Member States have ratified 

those Conventions that had entered into force. This is due to the fact that some Member 

States have either not commenced internal ratification procedures or may have not 

completed the required procedures, 

75, The Commission concluded its presentation by imploring Council to urge Member 

States to direct the relevant national authorities to take immediate measures for the 

ratification of ECOWAS Conventions and Protocols which are yet to be ratified , 

76 , Council supported the Commission 's memorandum and re-emphasized the 

importance of prompt ratifications of conventions and protocols to the integration p~ 
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77 The Commission presented the draft agenda of the 41" Ordinary Summit of 

ECOWAS Heads of State and Government Council examined the agenda presented and 

requested the Commission to include the issue of allocation of statutory positions in the 

agenda. 

78 . Council expressed condolences to the Government and people of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria for the loss of lives for the recent plane crash. Equally, condolences 

were expressed to the Government and people of Niger for the peacekeepers who lost 

their lives on the Liberia-Cote d'lvoire border. 

Item 16: Adoption of the Report 

79 . This report was adopted after amendments . 

Item 17: Closing Ceremony 

80. The Chairman of Council, H.E. Daniel Kablan DUNCAN, in his closing remarks, 

thanked Council members for their contributions during the deliberations and for the spirit 

of camaraderie, which prevailed during their session . Thereafter, he declared the Sixty­

Eighth Ordinary Session of Council closed, and wished all participants safe journey back 

to their respective destinations. 

DONE AT ABIDJAN THIS 12TH DAY OF JUNE 2012 

HIS EXCELLENCY DANIEL KABLAN DUNCAN 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF COTE D'IVOIRE 

CHAIRMAN 

FOR: THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
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ECONOMIC COMMUNITY 
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES 

COMUNIDADE DOS ESTADOS DA 
AfRICA DO OEST E 

VOTE OF THANKS 

COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE 
DES ETATS DE L' AFRIQUE 

DE L'OUEST 

The participants at the Sixty-Eighth ordinary session of the ECOWAS Council of Ministers 

held in Abidjan, from 11 " - 121h June, 2012 express their profound gratitude to His 

Excellency Alassane Ouattara Presiden1 of the Republic of Cote D'lvoire and Chairman of 

the Authority, and to the Government and people of Cote D'lvoire for the warm African 

hospitality extended to them during their stay in Abidjan and for the faci lities placed at their 

disposal to ensure the success of their meeting . 

DONE AT ABIDJAN THIS 12'" DAY OF JUNE, 2012 

THE SESSION 
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