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2.

INTRODUCTION won
* * - -~ "

The Authority of Heads of statP in* rCommunity of West Afrjcan 2J;Jj™ °/ *' Gnomic
ordinary session in Abuja Federal R.n, h^ I ^"ty-third
May 2000. The meetina w, ! P ' °f N'9eria' from 28 to 29
KONARE, Pre.^oT'JC;'.^!,."'* T'^ A'Pha °U™r-WAS. The session coin,,--^^™ J£«

His Excellency Mathieu KEREKOU
President of the Republic of Benin,

PrLirnteQnf7HF,L9ht"UeUtenant ^^ J°hn ^^NGSPresident of the Republic of Ghana,

• His Excellency Dahkpanah Charles Ghankay TAYLOR
President of the Republic of Liberia, '

His Excellency Alpha Oumar KONARE
Pres.dent of the Republic of Mali
Current ECOWAS Chairman,

His Excellency'Mamadou TANDJA
President of the Republic of Niger,

His Excellency Olusegun 0BASANJ0
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,

His Excellency Abdoulaye WADE
President of the Republic of Senegal,

His Excellency Ahmad Tejan KABBAH

His Excellency Gnassingbe EYADEMA
President of the Togolese Republic,

His Excellency Carlos Alberto Wahanon de Carva!ho VEIGA
Pnme Mm.ster of the Republic of Cape Verde,
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Honourable Lamine SIDIME
Prime Minister of the Republic of Guinea
representing His Excellency Genera! Lansana CONTE
President of the Republic ofGuinea,

Honourable Youssouf OUEDRAOGO
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Burkina Faso
representing His Excellency Blaise COMPAORE
President of Faso, Chairman of the Council of Ministers
Burkina Faso,

Honourable Charles GOMIS
Minister of Foreign Relations of the Republic of Cote d'lvoire
representing Brigadier Robert GUEI, Chairman of the NPSC
Minister of Defence, '

Honourable Dr. Momodu Sedat JOBE
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of The Gambia
representing His Excellency Yahya A. J. J. JAMMEH
President of the Republic of The Gambia,

Honourable Mamadou Yaya DJALO
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guinea Bissau
representing His Excellency Koumba Yala Kobde NHANCA
President of the Republic of Guinea Bissau,

3' IbsV^s"'"9 PerSOnaliti« a'S° arte"<^ ^e twenty-third session as

His Excellency Joachim CHISSANO
President of the Republic of Mozambique
Current Chairman of the Southern African development
Community (SADC), ^ c

His Excellency Thabo M'BEKI

!reSident!! th_! ,Repub,,'c of Sou«i Africa,
Honourable Sannu DA-Zowa Don ANGEL
Prime Minister of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea

CurrentCh"9 *" "T^ * ** ^^ °f E"uat°ri* ^-a,
States ™n the ECOn°miC CommunitV of Antral African



riHAL COMMUOTQU* OF THE TWENTY-THBU) ™ r ror™ authority, ABtm, 28-29 haySS*""™ Page 3SUMMIT

Honourable Nagoun YAMASSOUN
Prime Minister of the Republic of Chad
representing the President of the Republic of Chad,

the Secretary-General of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU),
the Executive Secretary of the Economic Community of Central
Afncan States (ECCAS), Y LentraI

- the Deputy Executive Secretaj7 Qf the ^^^
Community (SADC), cv^'opment

and Southern Africa (COMESA), "stern

the Under Secretary-General of the United Nations
representing the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

" and MeSi1ent °f thE C°mmission * "^e West African Economicand Monetary Union (UEMOA), c

_ WestSST thC'T^ °f G°Vern0rS °f Ce"traI -"«« °f
(BCEAO) ^ °f thC Centra' Ba"k °f WeSt Afric- states

4- The list of other participants is attached as an annex.

5. Various Heads of State and Government delivered addresses delivered

the sub-reg.on's current state of underdevelopment.

6' meeass:q°efsState ^ G°Vernment °f ""**«*" ^-vered goodwi,,

II. HOMAGE TO VICTIMS OF CIVIL WARS

7' -rrrs°troth:uetdAafminutTe of s,,ence in memor- °f a" **~ -
ECOMOG andToIt aalH r- M^"^ Speda' »PP~*tion to
peace. 9 '^ S°'d'erS Wh° lost th<='> "ves fighting for

IN AFRICA
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m' CELEBRATI^ °<= THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY OF ECOWAS
0 Homage to Founding Fathers of ECOWAS

S.

IV.

9.

10.

V.

11.

-hdarity and ta^JL^XSEETt"aIT Pr°m°ti0n °f ""^to those amongst the Founding Fathl ' \ exPress*° its gratitude
fifth anniversary celebrating tI Wn prese"tatthe twenty-
President of th^oto 'RepublicmT"^ GnaSS,n9be ^*™'
Republic of Benin, and Gene«.Y S,b„IT T^' "^^ °f the
the Federal Republic of Nioeril r ' f°™er Head of State ofWest African Lgr^^^^°V^m °* ** COntrib"«°n to
Presented with aLra^« p2q« F°Und''n9 ^^ "~ "
THE AFRICAN UNION

BcowA^; Tj:::rTceiebrated the 25,h «*—•* «*Union as their^J^Z^T"' "? ^ **"+ ^ M«™
from other regional e"„omfc ™ *eXCha"9ed views «-•* their peers
- long -^"SETTSS^.^^^^
prospects for the African Union. garnered ,and on the

S^E^^f"*-^the ^ —it (Libyan
°n.v by Lj:;[:e cUtv:rnrnta9a,'nstressedthefactthatframework of the African i.nf (J Programmes within the
Hope to become rS^ZT" ^'^ ^"^ —^'^

ECOWAS INTEGRATION PROGRAMMES

forty-sixth session of th7lZrftra'Banks «nd the report of the
Programmes concernTng the imo, *" °" EC°WAS Pri°ritVECOWAS-UEMOA JZlZlZl\ u °" °' *" C°nc<-°- of the
the second ECOw"o'l 9he'd '" Bamak° '" Ja"-ry 2000,
Eco^a„dthe^anTer„7ofrh:i:rrment of aborderi-Fund. Ine}lnancial resources ofthe ECOWAS
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VI.INTRODUCTIONOFANECOWASPASSAT'"

12-"^
establishthefactofCoJ^!?f™the"holew°"«andto
beissuedinMemberS^ZSZTl^^^P3SSp°rtwi»

VII.INSTITUTIONALMATTERS

')CommunityCourtofJustice

13.TheAuthorityurgedallMemberStatestorn
SecretariatthenamesofthercanJI""™Un.,e"tat0theE*-"tive
CommunityCourtofJusticeassoon"uJUd9eSt0Sit°nth«
Proceduresetoutinthereevant^TT"''"C°nform'̂withthe
headguartersofthecE^E^ESl,*W3S?"""""**« afterdueconsultationsamong^eTa^o^e'*^'^

»«)CommunityParliament

"'-to^XTorSmtu3^^«**»»*f-ofthe

accordancewiththeprovisionsoftheproto»T^Pariiament,in

"2SSraST^Mr10;"^——^tthe a-ternatemembersth^ug^SSS"'"^,e9''S,at°rS""" Provisionsoftheprotocolsuffrage,inaccordancewiththe

17^^^^Z~^:'
VIII.TRAFFICKINGINCHILDREN
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neces«;arx,,w, *- secretariat and provide it with the

IX. WAR AFFECTED CHILDREN

19. The Authonty recalled the declaration of ECOWAS Ministers of 23 April
Secret rv toe rHr'r"3^^6' *Mna and direrted ^ ^cuXetZldl°, T 3meChanism t0 monitor the implementation of
It no 3T" W3S a,S° dirSrted t0 SUbmit P™Po»h for the

slen rt'°nS ^ enSUrS th3t °ffe"derS ~-« appropriat

X. ESTABLISHMENT OF ACRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE BUREAU
20.

Jerrv John o, . T VexPressed gratitude to President
or7ght-n"n:,,n9S f°rThhiS fnitiative <° de-'°P aregional mechanism

XI. REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

0 Situation in Sierra Leone.

21" Cotmittl^H aw"d G°Vernment -horsed the conclusions of the
^rn'X- foHnrMa° So t GOrrnTnt °" S'erra "^ "«*
hundreds ofth» u VStr°n9'V condemne(i the taking of

--(UNAMsjn ho*71 °f thC Un,ted Nati°nS MiSSi°n tu Sie- LeoneongraSid Pr J^^'^^^^hkiy United FrontThiy
effectiveness h ^"^ TaV'°r °" the s?eed andby hi::„ raTs the execution °f the mandate •£•pLdent ors" The!,eXpresSed the.'r gratitude to the Liberian
of thhostaaes H"° SeCUdn9 *" ""^ °f 3,ar*e "«""•«
obtaining th^ 5 " TT^ "' ^"^ l° "SG h«S *OQd **» '"
arms seized *°'*" rema'nin9 "^^ and «- "-very of tho
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22. Heads of State and Government decided to ensure the safety of Corporal
Foday Sankoh, outside the territory of Sierra Leone.

23. They called for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages
and their equipment

24. They also demanded the disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration
of all unofficial armed groups.

25. The Heads of State and Government agreed that the Revolutionary
United Front Party should participate fully in all political activities, since
it is a registered political party.

26. They further called on the Government of Sierra Leone to exercise its
authority and control over the entire country.

27. The Heads of State and Government expressed the hope that Sierra
Leone will maintain fraternal and cordial relations with its neighbours.

Heads of State and Government expressed their appreciation to all
friendly countries which, in one form or the other, assisted Sierra Leone
and the sub-region to maintain security in Freetown during the recent
resurgence of fighting in that country. They expressed the wish that, in
the future, any intervention by friendly countries should be endorsed by
the UN, OAU and ECOWAS.

They agreed that the security of Sierra Leone would gradually be
transferred to the country's Armed Forces, and all foreign troops and
agencies would be withdrawn.

Heads of State and Government agreed to conduct a regional enquirymto the re„ewa( of hostilitjes . They alsQ agreed tQ undertake *
study on the illegal trade in diamonds.

31. In order to enable ECOWAS to fix adate for acease-fire designed to put
rFrnl?u'ightlng ''" Sierra-Leohe7it-was-agreed that acommittee of"

s.x ECOWAS Member States, namely Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Nigeria
and Togo, as well as the ECOWAS Executive Secretary, will be sent to
bierra Leone without delay.

32. The Committee was mandated to make contact with all the parties
concerned and prevail on them to redeploy to the positions held as at 7

28.

29.

30.
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33.

July 1999, thedate ofsignature of the Lome Peace Accord. Heads
of State and Government called on the RUF forces to disarm and
demobilise voluntarily.

Heads of State and Government also reaffirmed their full support
for the peace process in Sierra Leone, as provided for by the Lome
Peace Accord. They called on the RUF party to abide by the terms
of the Accord which provides an appropriate framework for the
resolution of the Sierra Leonean conflict. They decided thattroops
should be provided from the sub-region to beef up the United
Nations Mission to Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), and that the current
Chairman should prevail upon Member States which had pledged
to provide contingents to honour their commitment. They-
requested that the UNAMSIL mandate should be changed from
peace-keeping to peace-enforcement and also expressed the
desire to have the command of UNAMSIL given to a West African
officer.

ii) Situation in Cote d'lvoire.

34. Heads of State and Government took due note of the timetable
announced by the Ivorian government for the holding of elections,
which is as follows:

23 July 2000 - referendum,

17 September 2000 - l* roUnd of presidential elections,

8October 2000 - 2nd round of presidential elections,

29 October 2000 - legislative elections,

19 November 2000 - municipal elections. -- -

35. Heads of State and Government expressed their readiness to
assist Cote d'lvoire to keep within the established timetable. They
requested the Ivorian government to create an enabling
environment within the country for the successful organisation of
these elections.
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36.

37.

38.

i'i) Situation in Guinea-Bissau.

Heads of State and Government expressed concern over the
tension between His Excellency, Koumba Yala Nhanca and the
former junta. They recalled that the President of the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau had come to power following elections recoonised
as free, fa.r and transparent by the international community.

Heads of State and Government decided to dispatch afact-finding
miss.on to Guinea-Bissau as early as possible and requested the
current Chairman to take necessary action in this regard.

The Chairman of the Mediation and Security Council at Heads of
State and Government level informed the Authority ofthe outcome
of the maugural meeting of the Council which took place in Abuja
on 27 May 2000. Essentially, the meeting discussed the Rules of
Procedure of the Council, the lifting of sanctions imposed on
Liberia, the transfer of the powers of the ad hoc committees to the
Mediation and Security Council and the military awardsfor military
personnel who participated in peacekeeping operations in Guinea
Bissau and Sierra Leone. Heads of State adopted the
recommendations of the Security and Mediation Council.

XII. VOTE OF THANKS

39. Heads of State and Government expressed their profound
gratitude to His Excellency Alpha Oumar Konare^President of the
Republic of Mali, current Chairman of ECOWAS for his exemplary
leadership role in the pursuit of West African integration.

.40... Heads.of.State also expressed their sincere appreciation to His
Excellency President Olusegun Obasanjo, President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, and to the Nigerian government and people
for
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7J2bJtterly* welc7e accorded them and for the «*•»****•placed at their d,sposal during their stay in Nigeria.

Sfff^the?^ Cf°ngratUlated the ***•"Secretary and his entirestaff for their commitment to forging amore virile ECOWAS and for thefr
excellent organisation of the twenty-fifth anniversary celebratToos

IN FAITH WHEREOF THE UNDERUSTED HAVE APPENDED THEIR
SIGNATURE TO THIS FINAL COMMUNIQUE AT ABUJA THIS 29- DAY

OF MAY 2000

For the Republic of Benin
His Excellency Mathieu KEREKOU

President of the Republic

For Burkina/Faso

Honourable Youssouf Ouedraogo
Minister of Foreign Affairs

representing His Excellency Blaise COMPAORE
President of Faso, Chairman of the Council of Ministers



!?£/?™UMXQU4 O'THB TWEHTY-TMim) SUMMIT
OF THE AUTHORITY, ARUJA, 2R-2B MAY 20O0 Page 11

For the Republic of Cape Verde
His Excellency Carlos Alberto Wahanon de Carvalho VEIGA

Prime Minister of the Republic

For the Republic of Cote d'lvoire
Honourable Charles Gomis

Minister of Foreign Relations
representing Brigadier Robert GUEI

Chairman of the NPSC, Minister of Defence

For the Republic of The Gambia
Honourable Dr. Momodu Sedat JOBE

Minister of Foreign Affairs
representing His Excellency Yahya A. 3. 3. JAMMEH

President of the Republic
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?^^VA.a#o

For the Republic of Ghana
His Excellency Flight-Lieutenant Jerry John RAWUNGS

President of the Republic

For the Republic of Guinea
Honourable Lamine SIDIME

Prime Minister

representing His Excellency Genera! Lansana CONTE
President of the Republic

For the Republic of Guinea-Bissau
Honourable Mamadou Yaya Djalo

Minister of Foreign Affairs
representing His Excellency Koumba Yala Kobde NHANCA

President of the Republic
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^

For the Republic of Liberia *^'
His Excellency Dahikpana Charles Ghankay TAYLOR,

President of the Republic

For the Republic of Mali
His ExcellencyAlpha Oumar KONARE

President of the Republic and
Current ECOWAS Chairman,

For the Republic of Niger
His Excellency Mamadou TANDJA

President of the Republic

Page 13
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For the Federal Republic of f^eria
His Excellency Olusegun OBASANJO
President of the Federal Republic

For the Republic ofSenegal
His Excellency Abdoulaye WADE

President of the Republic

For the Republic of Sierra Leone
His Excellency Ahmad Tejan KABBAH

President of the Republic
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For the Togolese Republic
His Excellency Gnassingbe EYADEMA

President of the Republic
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