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PROTOCOL A1P2/8/94 RELATING TO THE COM­
MUNITY PARLIAMENT

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES

Mindful of Article 7 of the Revised Treaty of the
Economic Community of West African States estab­
lishing the Authority of Heads of State and Govern­
mentand defining its composition and functions;

Mindfulof the provisionsof Article 6 Paragraph 1
andof Article 13 of the Revised Treaty relating to the
establishment of the Community Parliament;

Aware that the integration of MemberStatesintoa
viable regional communityrequires, for the settlement
of issues, the will of MemberStatesto take all neces­
sary measures for the su~cess of such an enterprise;

Convinced that the Community Parliament as a
forum for dialogue, consultation and consensus for
representatives of the peoplesof the Community, can
effectively promote integration;

Recalling the ECOWAS Declaration of Political
Principles adoptedby the Authority of Headsof State
and Government at its fourteenth ordinary session
held in Abuja from 4 to 6 July, 1991;

Desirous of concluding a Protocol defining the
structure, composition, competence, and other mat­
ters relatingto the Community Parliament;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

DEFINITIONS

In this Protocol, the following expressions shall
havethe meaningsassignedto them hereunder:

"Authority" meansAuthorityof Headsof Stateand
Government of the Community referred to under
Article7 of the RevisedTreaty;

"Bureau" meansofficersof the Parliament elected
intoabodyinaccordance withArticles14and18ofthis
Protocol;

"Chairman of the Authority" means the current
Chairman of the Authority of Heads of State and
Government of the Economic Community of West
African States;

"Comrnunlty" meansthe Economic Community of
West African States referred to under Article 2 of the
Revised Treaty;
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"Community Citizen" or "Community Citizens"
means anypersonwho isa nationalof a MemberState
inaccordance withtheconditionsstipulatedin Protocol
AlP3/S/82 relating to the defining of Community
Citizens.

"Council" means the Council of Ministers of the
Community referred to under Article 10of the Revised
Treaty;

"Executive Secretary"meansthe ExecutiveSecre­
tary of the Community appointed in accordance with
Article 18of the Revised Treaty;

UExecutive Secretariat" meansthe ExecutiveSec­
retariat referred to under Article 17 of the Revised
Treaty;

"Member State" or uMember States" means a
Member Stateor Member States of the Community;

"Member of Parliament" or "Members of Parlia­
ment"means one or more representatives elected in
accordance with Article 7 of this Protocol;

"Parliament" means the Community Parliament
established in accordance with Article 13 of the
Revised Treaty;

"Representative"or uRepresentatives" isthe titleof
a member or membersof the Community Parliament;

uSpeaker" means the member of the Community
Parliament elected to conduct its business in accor­
dancewith Article 15 of this Protocol;

"Treaty" means the Revised Treaty of the Eco­
nomic Community of West African States signed in
Cotonou on 24 July, ~ 993 and includes Protocolsand
Conventions relating thereto.

Article 2

STRUCTURE

1. TheParliamentshallbetheAssembly ofthepeoples
of the Community.

2. Members of the Parliament shall be deemed to
represent all the peoples of the Community. They
shall be known as "Bepresentatlves",

Article 3

DESIGNATION

3. The House of Representatives of the Peoples of
the Community shall be designated:

- "Comrnunlty Parliament"
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Article 4

SEAT OF THE PARLIAMENT

2. The Parliament maybeconsulted for itsopinionon
mattersconcerning the Community.

The Seat of the Parliament shallbe determined by
the Authority.

Article 5

COMPOSITION

The opinion of the Parliament shall be sought
in the following areas:

(a) inter-eonnection of the communications links
between Member States so as to make free
movement of persons and goods effective;

Article 6

Representation for eachMemberStateshallbeas
follows:

The Parliamentshallbe composedofonehundred
and twenty (120) seats.

EachMemberStateshall havea guaranteed mini­
mum of five (5) seats.

(g) youth and sports;

(h) scientificand technological research;

(i) Community policy on environment;

m Treaty review;

(k) Community citizenship;

(I) social integration;

(m) respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms in all their plenitude.

(d) increased cooperation in the area of radio,
television and other media links within the
Communityand between the Community and
the rest of the world, development of national
communications systemstoform anintegrated,
effective Community system with its own
programmes;

(b) inter-connection of telecommunications sys­
temsto form an effective Community network
with the maximum possible number of exten­
sions to the rural areas to make them more
accessible;

(f) common educational policy through
harmonisation of existing systems and
specialisation of existing universities; adjust­
ment of education within the Community to
international standards;

(e). public health policies for the Community;

(c) inter-connection of energy networks;

Anlcle7

ELECTION, TERMS OF OFFICE AND VACANCIES

1 ELECTION

seats
seats

seats
seats

seats
seats

seats
seats

seats

seats

seats
seats
seats
seats
seats

seats

five (5)

six (6)

five (5)

seven (7)

five (5)

eight (8)
six (6)

five (5)

five (5)

six (6)

five (5)

six (6)
thirty-five

(35)

six (6)
five (5)
five (5)

Senegal

Sierra Leone
Togo

Benin

Burkina Faso

Cape Verde

Cote d'ivoire

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea Bissau
Liberia
Mali
Mauritania

Niger

Nigeria

Whenevernecessary,the numberanddistribution
of seats shall be reviewed by the Authorityon its own
initiativeor on the recommendation of the Parliament.

The remainingforty (40) seats shall be shared on
the basis of population.

COMPETENCE

1. The Parliamentmayconsiderany matterconcern­
ing the Community, in particular issues relating to
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and
make recommendations to the Institutions and
Organs of the Community.

(I) Representatives and their alternates shall be
electedbydirect universalsuffrageby citizens
of MemberStates;

{i~ Pending the time Members of Parliament are
elected by direct universal suffrage, the Na­
tional Assemblies of Member States or their

5
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equivalent institutions or organs shall elect
suchMembers from amongst themselves.

Theduration of the transitional period shall be
determined by the Authority.

(iii) TheExecutive Secretary shallbenotifiedofthe
election of Representatives and their alter­
nates;

(iv) Representatives and their alternates shallbe
eligible for re-election;

(v) Parliament shall verify the credentials of its
Members.

2. TERMS OF OFFICE

(I) Representatives shallbeelected foraperiodof
five years from the day of swearing-in. Their
mandate shall, withoutanyexception, endon
the lastday of the legislature.

(II) Fortheduration of thetransition periodRepre­
sentatives who are not re-elected at the na­
tionallevel shall remain in officeuntil the new
Representatives from their respective Mem­
ber States take up theirpositions.

3. VACANCIES

Any vacant seat shall be filled by the first non­
elected candidate registered on the samelist contain­
ing the nameof the out-going Member of Parliament.

Article 8

WRITTEN DECLARATION

1. Members of the Community Parliament shall, be­
foreassuming duty,signthe following written dec­
laration:"1 declare onmyhonourthat Iwillfaithfully
servethe interestof thepeoples of theCommunity
and that I will not submit to any direct or indirect
pressure from any MemberStateor group".

This declaration which shall be (in writing and )
signed by every Representative shall be recorded in
theproceedings ofthe Parliament andmaybereferred
to as andwhen necessary.

Article 9

IMMUNITY

1. Representatives shall enjoy Parliamentary immu­
nity in all the MemberStates of the Community.
Therefore, noRepresentative maybe prosecuted,
summoned, arrested,' detained or sentenced on
account of opinions expressed or votecastbyhim
in the exerctseot his duty.
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2. While Parliament is in session, andexcept incase
offlagrante delicto, noMembercanbeprosecuted
or arrested for criminal or penal action without
clearance fromthe Parliament.

3. While Parliament isonrecess, andexceptinacase
of flagrante delicto, dulyestablished, suitsor con­
firmed sentence, noMemberof Parliament canbe
prosecuted or arrested withoutclearance fromthe
Bureau of the Parliament.

4. TheParliament can, through a two-thirds majority
vote, request from the competent authority the
suspension of a detention order on or a suit
against a Member of Parliament.

Article 10

ALLOWANCE

Representatives shall be paid a parliamentary al­
lowance whichshallbe fixed by the Authority.

Article 11

VOTING

1. Members of Parliament shall vote personally and
ontheirownconviction. Theyshallnotbebound by
any instructions or mandate.

2. The Rules of Procedure of the Parliament shall
exceptionally authorize the delegation of vote.
Where this is done, no one shall be allowed to be
delegated for morethan one mandate. .

Article 12

INCOMPATIBILITY

Thepostof the Memberof the Community Parlia­
ment shallnotbe heldconcurrently with the following:

members of government, the constitutional
council, the supreme courtof a MemberState;

members of Courts andTribunals of the Mem­
ber States;

judge, lawyers or registrar in the Community
Courtof Justice and the Community Court of
Arbitration;

member of any institution created in applica­
tion of the Revised Treaty, to administer the
Community's funds or a permanent task di­
rectly connected with a serving officer in the
ECOWAS Institutions, or anyother post in an
International Organisation;

. \



JUly/August. 1994 Official Journal of ECOWAS Vol. 27

- all other civil and public servants in Member
States.

Article 13

SESSIONS OF THE PARLIAMENT

1. ORDINARY SESSIONS

(a) Sessions shall cover a maximum period of
threemonthsduringwhichtheParliament shall
sit. Parliament shallmeetat leasttwicea year
in Ordinary Session. Sessions shall be con­
venedbythe Bureau, subject to theprovisions
of Article 14 of this Protocol.

(b) Conduct of Ordinary Sessions of Parliament
shall be governedby the Rules of Procedure.

2. EXTRAORDINARY SESSIONS

(a) Parliament may also meet in Extra-ordinary
Sessionto discuss a specific agenda:

- either at the initiative of the current Chair­
manof the Authority;

--- or at the express request in writing of .an
absolute majorityof Members addressed to
the Speaker.

(b) Conductof Extra-ordinary Session of Parlia­
mentshallbe governed bythe Rules of Proce­
dure.Thesesessionsshall endoncetheagenda
is exhausted.

3. The Executive Secretary shall attend or ensure
that he is represented at all meetings of Parliament.

Article 14

FIRST SESSION

1. CONVENING OF PARLIAMENT

(a) The first meeting of the Parliament shall be
convened bythecurrentChairman ofAuthority
upon the recommendations of the Executive
Secretary.

(b) The Executive Secretary shall, uponthe entry
into force of the Revised Treaty establishing
theParliament, request MemberStates totake
action in accordance with Article 7 of this
Protocol.

(c) The Executive Secretary shall, uponreceiving
the names of at least three quarters of the
MembersofParliamentforwardedbytheStates
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convene the constituent meetingof the Parlia­
mentuponconsultationswiththecurrentChair­
manof Authority.

2. FIRST MEETING

(a) The first meeting of the Parliament shall be
chaired by the oldest Member. The youngest
Member shall act as Secretary.

(b) TheChairman ofthemeeting shallinstruct that
a roll-call of the meeting be taken.

(c) TheChairman of the meeting shall call on the
Parliament to elect its Speaker.

(d) Nominations shallbecalledfor inplenaryses­
sion and voting shall take place by secret
ballot.

(e) .The $peakerof Parliament shall beelectedby
atwo-thirds majorityofMembersofParliament
at the first round of voting, by an absolute
majority of voting Members at the following
rounds at which only the twocandidates who
obtained the highest number of votes can be
presented.

(f) TheSpeakershallbe elected for the lifeof the
Parliament.

(g) The Chairman of the meeting shall thereafter
call onthe elected memberto take his seatas
the Speaker and preside over the delibera­
tions.

(h) Parliament shalladoptits rulesofprocedure by
a two-thirds majority.

(i) The Speaker shall then initiatethe election of
otherofficers of the Bureau.

Article 15

THE SPEAKER

TheSpeaker shalldirectthebusiness of the Parlia­
ment and its organs. He presidesover meetings and
conducts the debates in accordance with the provi­
sions of the Rules of Procedure.

Article 16

BUREAU

1. COMPOSITION

(a) TheBureau shallcomprise aSpeaker, Deputy
Speakers, Treasurers andParliamentary Sec­
retaries. The number of Deputy speakers.
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Treasurers andParliamentary Secretariesshall
bedetermined in accordance withthe Rules of
Procedure. The General Secretary shall be
nominated by the Speaker after consultation
with the Bureau.

(b) Withtheexception ofthe Speaker, membersof
the Bureau shallbe elected fora period ofone
year.They shall be eligible for re-election.

2. ORDER OF PRECEDENCE

The order of precedence for Members of the Bu­
reau shallbedetermined in accordance withthe Rules
of Procedure.

Article 17

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE

Debates in the Parliament shall be open to the
publicunless otherwise directedby the Speaker. Ver­
batim reports of the proceedings shall be published in
the Official Journal of the Community. Summary re­
ports of the proceedings shallalsobe published in the
National Gazette of each MemberState.

Article 18

BUDGET OF THE PARLIAMENT

1. Parliament shall havefinancialautonomy.

2. The preparation and execution of its budget shall
be in accordance with the Financial Regulations
andManual of Accounting Procedure of the Com­
munity.

Article 19

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Allmatters notprovide9 for in this Protocol shallbe
determined by the Rules of Procedure.

Article 20

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

The official and working languages of the Parlia­
ment shallbe those specified in the ECOWAS Treaty.

Article 21

AMENDMENTS

1. Any Member State or the Speaker may, after
consultation with the Bureau, submit proposals for
amendment of this Protocol.
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2. AU proposals shallbe transmitted to the Executive
Secretary who shall forward them to the Member
States andthe Speakerwithin forty-five (45)days
of receipt.

3. Suchamendments shall be examined by the Au­
thority on the expiration of forty-five (45) days
notice givento MemberStates.

Article 22

ENTRY INTOFORCE

1. ThisProtocol shallenterintoforceuponratification
byat leastnine(9) signatory Statesin accordance
withthe constitutional regulations in force in each
signatory State.

2. This Protocol and all its instruments of ratification
shall bedepositedwiththeExecutive Secretariatof
the Community which shall transmitcertifiedtrue
copies of the Protocol to all MemberStates, notify
them of the date of deposit of the instruments of
ratification and register the Protocol with the
Organistion of African Unity, the United Nations
and any other Organisation which may be deter­
mined by Council.

3. This Protocol is annexed to the Treaty and shall
forman integral·part thereof.

IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE THE HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT OFTHE ECONOMIC COMMU­
NITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES HAVE SIGNED
THISPROTOCOL.

DONEATABUJA, THIS6THDAY-OF AUGUST, 1994.
IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN ENGLISH, FRENCH AND
PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS BEING
EaUALLY AUTHENTIC.

H. E. Nicephore Dieudonne SOGLO President of the
Republic of BENIN
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CONVENTION A1P1/8/94 ON EXTRADITION

PREAMBLE

The Governments of the Member States of the
Economic Community of West African States;

Considering that speedy integration between
Member States in every area of activity can best be
achieved by seeking to create and sustain within the
Community, such conditions as shall eliminate any
threat to the security of their peoples;

Convinced that security can best be maintained if
offenders are denied shelter from legal proceedings or
penalties;

Desirous of working together to curb crime
throughout the territory of the Community;

Determined therefore to endow national courts of
law with an effective instrument for the arrest, judge­
ment and enforcement of penalties against offenders
fleeing the territory of one Member State to seek
shelter in the territory of another:

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

Artlclet

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Convention, the following
definitions shall apply:

"Community" means the Economic Community of
West African States, referred to under Article 2 of the
Treaty;

"Executive Secretary" means the Executive Secre­
tary of the Community, appointed under Article 18
paragraph 1 of the Treaty;

"Member State" or "Member States" means a
Member State or Member States of the Community;

"Non-Member State" or "Non-Member States"
means a State or States not a member of the Commu­
nity which has acceded to this Convention;

"Ofience" or "Offences" means the fact or facts
which constitute a criminal offence or criminal offences
under the laws of the Member States;

"Requested State" means a State to which a re­
quest for extradition under this Convention has been
made;

"Requesting State" means a State which has made a
request for extradition under this Convention;

11

"Sentence" means all penalties or measures in­
curred or pronounced as a result of a criminal offence
and includes a sentence of imprisonment;

"Treaty" means the Revised Treaty of the Eco­
nomic Community of West African States signed in
Cotonou on 24 JUly, 1993;

Article 2

Principles of Extradition

1. States undertake to surrender to each other, sub­
ject to the provisions and conditions laid down in
this Convention, all persons within the temtory of
the requested State who are wanted for prosecu­
tion for an offence or who are wanted by the legal
authorities of the requesting State for the carrying
out of a sentence.

2. In the case of a minor aged under 18 at the time of
the request for extradition, the competent authori­
ties of the requesting. and requested States shall
take into consideration the interests of the minor
and, where they think that extradition is likely to
impair social rehabilitation, shall endeavourto reach
an agreement on the most appropriate measures.

Article 3

Conditions for Extradition

1. Extradition shall be granted under certain circum­
stances in' respect of offences punishable under
the laws of the requesting State and of the re­
quested State by deprivation of liberty for a mini­
mum period of two years. Where there has been a
conviction and a prison sentence has been im­
posed in the territory of the requesting State, extra­
dition shall be granted only if a period of at least 6
months remains to be served.

2. If the request for extradition includes several sepa­
rate offences each of which is punishable under the
laws of the requesting State and the requested
State by deprivation of Iit~erty but of which some do
not meet the penalty' requirements set out in
paragraph 1of this Article the requested State shall
have the right to grant extradition for the latter
offences provided that the person is to be extra­
dited for at least one extraditable offence.

Article 4

Political Offences

1. Extradition shall not be granted if the offence in
respect of which i§J-requested is regarded as a
political offence or as an offence connected with a
political offence.
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2. The same rule shall apply if there are substantial
grounds for believing that a request for extradition
for an ordinary criminal offence has been made for
the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a person
on account of race, tribe, religion, nationality, politi­
cal opinion, sex, or status.

3. Implementation of this Article shall not affect any
prior orfuture obligations assumed by States under
the provisions of the Geneva Convention of 12
August, 1949 and its additional Protocols and other
multilateral international conventions.

Article 5

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Extradition shall not be granted if the person whose
extradition is requested has been, or would be, sub­
jected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treat­
ment or punishment in the requesting State or if that
person has not received, or would not receive the
minimum guarantees in criminal proceedings, as con­
tained in Article 7 of the African Charter on Human and
People's Rights.

Article 6

Humanitarian Consideration

The requested State may refuse to extradite a
person if extradition would be incompatible with hu­
manitarian considerations in view of age or health.

Article 7

Military Offences

Extradition for offences under military law which
are not offences under ordinary criminal law shall not
be granted under this Convention.

Article 8

Ad Hoc Court or Tribunal

Extradition may be refused if the person whose
extradition is requested has been sentenced, or would
be liable to be tried, in the requesting State by an
extraordinary or ad hoc court or tribunal.

Article 9

Fiscal Offences

For offences in connection with taxes, duties and
customs extradition shall take place between the States
in accordance with the provisions of this Convention if
the offence under the law of the requested State,
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corresponds to an offence of the same nature even if
the law of that Statedoes not contain the same type of
tax, duty or custom regulation.

Article 10

Nationals

1. Extradition of a national of the requested State
shall be a matterof discretion forthat State. Nation­
ality shall be determined at the time of the offence
for which extradition is being requested.

2. The requested State which does not extradite its
nationals, shall at the request of the requesting
State submit the case to its competent authorities
in order that proceedings may be taken if they are
considered appropriate. For this purpose, the files,
information and exhibits relating to the offence
shall be transmitted, without charge, through the
diplomatic channel or by such other means as shall
be agreed upon by the States concerned. The
requesting State shall be informed of the result of
its request.

Article 11

Place of Commission

1. The requested State may refuse to extradite a
person claimed for an offence which is regarded by
its law as having been committed in whole or in part
in its territory or in a place treated as its territory.

2. Whenthe offence forwhich extradition is requested
has been committed outside the territory of the
requesting State extradition may only be refused if
the law of the requested State does not allow
prosecution for the same category of offence when
committed outside the territory of the latter or does
not allow extradition for the offence concerned.

Article 12

Pending Proceedings for the Same Offences

The requested State may refuse to extradite the
person claimed if the competent authorities of such
State are proceeding against that person in respect of
the offence or offences for which extradition is re­
quested.

Article 13

Double Jeopardy

1. Extradition shall not be granted if final jUdgement
has been passed by the competent authorities of
the requested State upon the person claimed in
respect of the offence or offences for which extra-
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dition is requested. Extradition may be refused if
the competent authorities of the requested State
have decided either not to institute or to terminate
proceedings in respect of the same offence or
offences.

2. If new proceedings are instituted by the requesting
State against the person in respect of whom the
requested State has terminated proceedings for
the offence for which extradition was granted, any
period passed in remand or in custody in the
requested State shall be taken into consideration
when deciding the penalty involving deprivation of
liberty in the requesting State.

Article 14

Judgment In absentia

1. When a request is made for the extradition of a
person for the purpose of carrying out a sentence
imposed by a decision rendered in absentia, the
requested State may refuse to extradite if, in its
opinion, the proceedings leading to the judgement
did not satisfy the minimum rights of defence
recognised as due to everyone charged with crimi­
naloffence. However, extradition shall be granted
if the requesting State gives an assurance consid­
ered sufficient to guarantee to the person claimed
the right to a re-Irial which safeguards the rights of
defence. This decision will authorise the request­
ing State either to enforce the judgement in ques­
tion if the convicted person does not make an
opposition or, if he does, to take proceedings
against the person extradited.

2. When the requested State informs the person
whose extradition has been requested ofthe judge­
ment rendered against him in absentia the request­
ing State shall not regard this.communication as a
formal notification for the purposes of the criminal
procedu re in that State.

Article 15

Lapse of Time

1. Extradition shall not be granted when the person
claimed has, according to the law of either the
requesting orthe requested State become immune
by reason of lapse of time from prosecution or
puntsnrnent.anne time of receipt of the request for
extradition by the requested State.

2. When determining whether, according to the lawof
the requested State, the person claimed has be­
come immune by reason of lapse of time from
prosecution orpunishment, the competent authori­
ties of the said State shall take into consideration
any acts of interruption and any events suspending
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time-limitation occurring in the requesting State in
sofar as acts or events of the same nature have an
identical effect in the requested State.

Article 16

Amnesty

Extradition shall not be granted for an offence in
respect of which an amnesty has been declared in the
requested State and which that State had competence
to prosecute under its own criminal law.

Article 17

Capital Punishment

If the offence for which extradition is requested is
punishable by death under the law of the requesting
State, and if in respect of such offence the death
penalty is not provided for by the law of the requested
State, extradition may not be granted.

Article 18

The Request and Supporting Documents

1. The request shall be in writing and shall be ad­
dressed by the Ministry of Justice of the requesting
State to the Ministry of Justice of the requested
State. However, use of the diplomatic channel is
not excluded. Other means of communication may
be arranged by direct agreement between two or
more States.

2. The request shall be supported by:

(a) the original or an authenticated copy of the
conviction and sentence immediately enforce­
able or of the warrant of arrest or other order
haviAg the same effect and issued in accor­
dance with the procedure laid down in the law
of the requesting State.

(b) a statement of the offences for which extradi­
tion is requested. The time and place of their
commission, their legal descriptions and a
reference to the relevant legal provisions shall
be set out as accurately as possible; and

(c) an authenticated copy of the relevant law,
indicating the sentence which may be or has
been imposed for the offence, and as accurate
a description as possible of the person claimed
together with any other information which will
help to establish his identity, nationality and
whereabouts.
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Supplementary Information
If the information communicated bythe requesting
State is found to be insufficient to allow the re­
quested Stateto makea decision in pursuance of
this Convention, the latterState shall request the
necessary supplementary information andmayfix
a reasonable time-limit for the receipt thereof.

Article 20

Rule of Speciality

1. A person who has been extradited shall not be
proceeded against, sentenced or detained with a
view to the carrying out of a sentence for any
offence committed priorto hissurrender otherthan
thatforwhichhewasextradited, norshallhebefor
any other reason restricted in his personal free­
dom, except in the following cases:

(a) When the State which surrendered him con­
sents. A request for consentshall be submit­
ted, accompanied by the documents men­
tioned in Article 18 and a legal record of any
statement made by the extradited person in
respect of the offence concerned. Consent
shall be givenwhen the offence for which it is
requested is itself subject to extradition in
accordance with the provision of this Conven­
tion;

(b) Whenthat person, havinghadan opportunity
to leave the territoryof the State to which he
hasbeensurrendered, has notdonesowithin
45daysof hisfinaldischarge, or hasreturned
to that territory after leaving it.

2~ When the description of the offence charged is
altered inthe courseofproceedings, theextradited
person shari only be proceeded against or sen­
tenced in so far as the offence under its new
description is shownby itsconstituent elements to
be an offence whichwould allowextradition.

Article 21

Re-extraditlon to a Third State

Except as provided for in Article 20, paragraph 1
(b),the requesting Stateshallnot,withouttheconsent
of the requested Statesurrender to another State or to
a third State a person surrendered to the requesting
Stateandsoughtby the saidotherStateor thirdState
in respect of offencescommitted before hissurrender.
Therequested Statemayrequest theproduction ofthe
documents mentioned in Article 18.
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Provisional Arrest
1. Incase of urgency thecompetent authorities ofthe

requesting State may request the provisional ar­
restof theperson sought. The competent authori­
tiesofthe requested Stateshall decide the matter
in accordance with its law pendingthe request for
extradition.

2. The request for provisional arrest shall state that
one of the documents mentioned in Article 18
paragraph 2 (a)existsandthatit is intended tosend
a request forextradition. It shallalso stateforwhat
offence extradition will be requested, when and
where such offence was committed, the penalty
incurred or provided for, or the sentence pro­
nounced. The request shall also, if posslole, indi­
catethewhereabouts of thepersonsought, andas
faraspossible provide a description of the person.

3. A request forprovisional arrestshallbe sentto the
competent authorities ofthe requested Stateeither
through thediplomatic channelor directbypostor
telegraph or through the International Criminal
Police Organisation (Interpol) orbyanyothermeans
affording evidence in writing or accepted by the
requested State. The requesting State shall be
informed withoutdelayof the resultof its request.

4. Provisional arrest may be terminated if, within a
period of twenty (20) days after arrest, the re­
quested State has not received the request for
extradition andthedocuments mentioned inArticle
18. The possibility of provisional release at any
time is not excluded but the requesfed State shall
takeanymeasure which it considers necessary to
prevent the escape of the person sought.

5. Release shall not prejudice re-arrest and extradi­
tion if a request for extradition is received subse­
quently.

6. Thetimespentin detention by an individual solely
for the purpose of extradition in the territoryof the
requested States or of a State of transit shall be
takenintoconsideration whendecidingthepenalty
involving deprivation of liberty or detention which
he has to serve for the offence for which he was'
extradited.

Article 23

Conflicting Requests

If extradition is requested concurrently by more
than one State, either for the same offence or for
different offences, the requested State shall make its
decision having regard to all the circumstances and
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especiallythe relative seriousness and placeof com­
mission of the offences, the respective dates of the
requests, the nationalityof the personclaimed andthe
possibilityof subsequentextradition to another State.

Article 24

Surrender of the Person to be Extradited

1. The requested State shall inform the requesting
State by the means mentioned in Article 18para­
graph1of itsdecisionwithregard totheextradition.

2. Reasons shallbe givenfor anycomplete or partial
rejection.

3. Ifthe requestisagreedtotherequesting Stateshall
be informedof the placeanddateof surrender and
of the lengthof time for which the person claimed
was detainedwith a view to surrender.

4. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this
Article,ifthe personclaimedhasnotbeenremoved
onthe appointeddate,hemaybereleased afterthe
expiryof 30days.The requested Statemayrefuse
to extradite him for the same offence.

5. Ifcircumstances beyonditscontrolprevent aState
from surrendering or taking over the person to be
extradited, it shall notify the other State. The two
Statesshallagreeon a newdatefor surrender and
the provisions of paragraph 4 of this Article shall
apply.

Article 25

Postponed or Conditional Surrender

1. The requested Statemay,aftermaking itsdecision
onthe requestfor extradition, postpone thesurren­
der of the person claimed in order that he maybe
proceeded against or, if he has already been
convicted, in order that he mayservehissentence
intheterritoryofthatStateforanoffence otherthan
that for which extradition is requested.

2. The requested State may, instead of postponing
surrender, temporarilysurrenderthepersonclaimed
to the requesting State in accordance with condi­
tions to be determined by mutual agreement be­
tween the States.

Article 26

Handing over of Property

1. The requested State shall, in so far as its law
permitsandat the requestof the requesting State,
seize and hand over property:

(a) which may be requiredas evidence or
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(b) which has been acquired as a result of the
offence andwhich, at the time of the arrest, is
foundin the possession of the personclaimed
or is discovered subsequently.

2. The property mentioned in paragraph 1 of this
Article shall be handed over even if extradition,
having beenagreedto cannotbecarriedoutowing
to the deathor escapeof the person claimed.

3. When the said property is liable to· seizure or
confiscation in the territoryof the requested State,
the lattermay, inconnectionwith pendingcriminal
proceedings, temporarily retainitor handitoveron
condition that it is returned.

4. Any rights which the requested State or bona fide
thirdpartiesmayhaveacquired inthe saidproperty
shall be preserved. Where these rights exist the
property shall be returned without charge to the
requested Stateas soonaspossibleafter the trial.

Article 27

Transit

1. Transit through the territory of one of the States
shallbegrantedon submission of a requestbythe
means mentioned in Article 18 paragraph 1, pro­
videdthat theoffenceconcerned is notconsidered
by the State requested to grant transit as an of­
fence of a political or military character having
regard to Articles 4 and 7 of this Convention.

2. Transit of a national of the country requested to
grant transit maybe refused.

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 4 of this
Article, it shall be necessary to producethe docu­
mentsmentioned in Article 18 paragraph2.

4. If air transport is used, the following provtslons
shallapply:

(a) when it is not intended to land, the requesting
Stateshallnotifythe Stateoverwhose territory
thefli9tttistobe madeandshallcertifythatone
ofthedocumentsmentioned inArticle18para­
graph 2(a)exists. Inthecaseofanunscheduled
landing, suchnotification shall have the effect
of a request for provisional arrest as provided
for in Article 22 and the requestingStateshall
submit a formal request for transit;

(b) When it is intended to land, the requesting
Stateshall submita formal requestfor transit.

5. AStatemayI however, at thetimeof signature orof
the deposit of its instrument of ratification of this
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Convention, declare that it will only grant transit of
persons on some or all of the conditions on which
it grants extradition. In that event, reciprocity may
be applied.

6. The transit of the extradited person shall not be
carried out through any territory where there is a
reason to believe that his life or his freedom may be
threatened by reason of his race, tribe, religion,
nationality, political opinion or sex.

Article 28

Procedure

1. Except where this Convention otherwise provides,
the procedure with regard to extradition and provi­
sional arrest shall be governed solely by the law of
the requested State.

2. States, whilst providing for a speedy extradition
procedure, shall ensure that the person whose
extradition has been requested has the right to be
heard by a judicial authority and to be assisted by
the lawyer of his own choice and shall submit to a
judicial authority the control of his custody for the
purpose of extradition as well as the conditions of
his extradition.

Article 29

Language to be Used

The documents to be produced shall be in the
language of the requesting or requested States.
The requested State may require a translation into
one of the official languages of ECOWAS to be
chosen by it.

Article 30

Expenses

1. Expenses incurred in the territory of the requested
State by reason of extradition shall be borne by that
State.

~. Expenses incurred in conveying the person from
the territory of the requested State shall be borne
by the requesting State.

3. Expenses incurred by reason of transit throughthe
territory of a State requested to grant transit shall
be borne by the requesting State.

Article 31

Reservations

1. Any State may, when signing this Convention or
when depositing its instrument of ratification, make
a reservation in respect of any provision or provi­
sions of the Convention.
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2. Any State which has made a reservation shall
withdraw it as soon as circumstances permit. Such
withdrawal shall be made by notification to the
Executive Secretary of ECOWAS.

3. A State which has made a reservation in respect of
a provision of the Convention may not claim appli­
cation of the said provision by another State save
in so far as it has itself accepted the prevision.

Article 32

Relations between this Convention and other
Bilateral Agreements

1. This Convention shall supersede the provisions of
any Treaties, Conventions or Agreements on ex­
tradition concluded between two or several States
except as provided under paragraph 3, Article 4 of
this Convention.

2. States may conclude between themselves bilat­
eral or multilateral agreements with one another
only on the matters dealtwith in this Convention, for
purposes of supplementing or strengthening its
provisions or facilitating the application of the prin­
ciples embodied in it.

Article 33

Accession
1. After entry into force of this Convention, the Coun­

cilof Ministers may invite, by unanimous decision,
non-MemberStates of the Community to accedeto
this Convention.

2. When a non-Member State of the Community
requests to be invited to accede to this Convention,
it shall submit this request to the Executive Secre­
tary, who shall immediately notify all other Member
States.

3. In respect of any acceding State, the Convention
shall enter into force on the first day of the month
following the expiration of a period of three months
after the date of deposit of the instrument of acces­
sion with the Executive Secretariat.

Article 34

Amendment and Review

1. Any State may submit proposals for the amend­
ment or review of this Convention.

2. All proposals shall be submitted to the Executive
Secretary, who shan forward them to Member
States within thirty (30) days of receipt. Proposed
amendments or reviews shall be considered by the
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Authority upon expiry of the thirty (30) days notice
period given to Member States.

Article 35

Denunciation

Any State may denounce this Convention in so far
as it is concerned by giving notice to the Executive
Secretary of the Community. Denunciation shall
take effect six months after the date when the
Executive Secretary received such notification.

Article 36

Entry Into Force and Deposit

" (7. J
l [,. l:t:'. J t.,,-'f{\) ,~., -w

Hon. Hermann YAMEOGO Ministerof State for African
Integration and Solidarity for and on behalf of the
President of BURKINA FASO

Hon. Joao Higino do Rosario SilVA Minister of Tour­
ism, Industry and Commerce, for and on behalf of the
Prime Minister of the Republic of CABO VERDE

1. This Convention shall enterinto force upon ratifica"
tion by at least nine (9) signatory States, in confor­
mity with the constitutional provisions of each sig­
natory State.

2. This Convention and all the instruments of ratifica­
tion shall be deposited with the Executive Secre­
tariat which shall transmit certified true copies to all
Member States, notify them of the dates of deposit
of the instruments of ratification and register this
convention with the Organisation of African Unity,
the United Nations and any other organisation as
may be determined by the Council of Ministers of
the Community

'; r

INWITNESSWHEREOF, WETHEHEADSOFSTATE
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMU­
NITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES HAVE SIGNED
THIS CONVENTION.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAY OF AUGUST 1994
IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH
AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES All TEXTS BE­
ING eousu,Y AUTHENTIC

Irrl hl
-----------r-----~~.------

( .> .~
,,-_ f

Hon. Amara ESSY Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and
on behalf of the President of the Republic of COTE
D'IVOIRE

.1

. .

%
~._{)

\.

H. E. Nicephore Dieudonne SOGlO President of the
Republic of BENIN
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H. E. Lt. Sana B. SABAllY Vice Chairman of the
Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council of The
GAMBIA
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H. E. Flt.-Lt. Jerry John RAWLINGS President of the
Republic of GHANA

Hon. Ahmed Ould ZEIN Minister, Secretary-General of
the Presidency, for and on behalf of the Head of State
of the Islamic Republic of MAURITANIA

- -~- I
;, ---., I I -r-.

.....,.uJ{j "---_----=-7.. -'" \
~._------

H. E. Lansana CONTE Head of State, President of the
Republic of GUINEA

H. E. Mahamane OUSMANE Presidentofthe Republic
of NIGER

H. E. General Joao Bernardo VIEIRA President of the
Council of State of the Republic of GUINEA BISSAU

H. E. General Sani ABACHA Head of 'State, Com­
mander-in-Chief of the Armed For~s of the Federal
Republic of NIGERIA _. . -..,.-. _

- ----.--_._ ..//./~-

-- - --:.-:?'-I ~'.'---.... - ..---:;....-: .. : - ''/ ' .".. ''""':.. ..-...---- -- ....-./.'. ' /.-".:".....~.~ ..- ~' ,..,.,. .
.:-.__ ..•._":.>:,;,., / .>7

~ -,.,. "'./f..~ .',
~..... ."-,,.:' -.

..,.._.~-.-------- ."-. ----- .... - ._--
H. E. David KPOMAKPOR Chairman of the Council of
State, Liberian National Transitional Government
(LNTG) Republic of LIBERIA

H. E. Captain Valentine E. M. STRASSER Chairman,
National Provisional Ruling Council and Head of State
of the Republic of SIERRA LEONE

c

Hon. Mrs. Sy Kadiatou SOWMinisterof Foreign Affairs,
of Malians Resident Abroad and of African Integration,
for and on behalf of the President of the F.lepublic of
MALI

H. E. Edem KODJO Prime Minister of the Republic of
TOGO, for and on behalf of the President of the
Togolese Reopublic
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DECISION AlDEC.1/8/94 ON THE ACCELERATION
OFTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ECOWAS MON·
ETARY COOPERATION PROGRAMME

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOV·
ERNMENT

Mindfulof Article 5 of the Treaty establishing the
Authority of Heads of State and Govemment and
defining its composition and functions;

Recalling its Decision AlDEC.217/87 relating to the
adoption of the ECOWAS Monetary Co-operation Pro­
gramme. with the objective of creating a single mon­
etaryzone in West Africa;

.. Recalling further its Decision AlDEC.Sn/92relat­
ing to the adoptionof the MinimumAgenda for Action
(1992/93) onthefreemovement ofpersons andgoods;

Determined to eliminate all obstacles to the free
movement of persons and goodswithin the region;

Anxious to avoidtheadoption by MemberStatesof
national economic and financial measures which ad­
versely affect countries of the region;

Desirous of increasing theuseandacceptability of
national currencies in order to achieve regional cur­
rencyconvertibility;

On the recommendation of the secondsession of
theConsultative Forumheldin Abujaon 24July.1994.

DECIDES

Article 1

AllMemberStatesshallensure theimmediate and
effective implementation of the following measures
relating to the ECOWAS MonetaryCooperation Pro­
gramme:

(i) the settlementof arrears in the West African
ClearingHouse (WACH);

(il) the mobilisation of financial resources within
the region for the establishment of the Credit
and Guarantee Fund Mechanism in WACH;

(iii) the ratification of the Protocol ontheestablish­
ment of the West African Monetary Agency;

(iv) the removalof non-tariff barriers ofamonetary
nature;and

(v) the achievement of regional currency convert­
ibility.
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Article 2
Member Statesshall coordinatethe management

of their exchange rate policies and refrain from any
disruptive competitive devaluation of national curren­
ciesthatmaycausedistruption to the economiesof the
region.

Article 3

Member Statesshalltake appropriate measures to
accelerate the implementation of the policy measures
under phases 2 and.3 of the Monetary Cooperation
Programme to ensure thecreationof asinglemonetary
zoneby the year 2000.

Article 4

The Executive Secretariat is directed to take all
necessary measures to facilitatethe implementation of
this Decision including the organisation of an inter­
governmental conference to define common strate­
gies. modalities and practical steps as well as institu­
tionalandlegalprocedures required for the creationof
the single monetary zone.

Article 5

This Decision shallenter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the '
Community and in the NationalGazetteof each Mem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA. THIS 6TH DAY OF
AUGUST. 1994

~A
.., I.

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY

DECISION AlDEC.2/8/94 RELATING TO THE COM·
MUNITY PROGRAMME ON ROAD SAFETY AND
ACCIDENT PREVENTION IN ECOWAS MEMBER
STATES

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOV­
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article5 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeadsof StateandGovernment
anddefining its composition and functions;
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Mindful of Decision A/DEC.2/5/81 on the
harmonisation of highway legislation withinthe Com­
munity;

Mindful of the provisions of Articles 8 and 10 of
Convention AlP2I5/82regulating inter-State roadtrans­
portation between ECOWAS MemberStates;

Mindful of DirectiveC/DIR.1/7/92 on the prepara­
tion of a Community Programme on RoadSafetyand
Road Accident Prevention;

Mindfulof Resolution C/RES.817192 on the setting
upof nationalroadsafetybodiesin ECOWAS Member
States;

Deploring the rapid increasein the numberof road
accidents in MemberStates and its attendant costs;

Considering the satisfactory results recorded by
the MemberStates which have set up national road
safetycommissions;

Anxious to minimisethe numberand cost of acci­
dentsandalleviatethe hardshipsexperienced by road
users;

Considering Resolution C/RES.517/94of theCoun­
cilof Ministers, adoptedat itsthirty-fifth session heldin
Abujafrom 25 to 28 July, 1994.

DECIDES

Article 1

Thefollowingmeasures areherebyadopted witha
viewto ensuringroadsafetyandroadaccident preven­
tion within the entire Community:

I. At National Level:

(I) Setting up of a national road safety commis­
sioncomprising thevariousorganisationscon­
cerned;

(il) Establishment of a data base for the collation
of statisticaldata on road accidents;

(iii) Adoption of remedial measures to remove
black spots;

(iv) Organisation of road safety awareness cam­
paignsand seminarson first aid measures:

(v) Introduction of road safety education
programmes comprising the following seg­
ments;

(a) Roadusage in schools (primary, second­
ary and university levels),

(b) Adult education (the general public, in­
cluding pupils and students),
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(c) Training and educationof drivers,

(\11) institutionalisation of compulsory vehicle road
worthiness tests. A roadworthiness certificate
should be issued after each test;

(vii) Mandatory roadworthinesstests at leastonce
every year for commercial vehicles used in
conveying goods and for passengervehicles;

(viii) Useof safetybelts;

(ix)·" Compulsory wearing of crash helmetsby mo­
tor-cyclists;

(x) Establishment of medical care services;

II. At Community Level.

Human resource developmentandstandardisation
through

(I) Application of regulations and conventions on
facilitation and road transport, in particular;

(a) Decision A/DEC.2/5/81 on the
harmonisation of highway legislations in
the Community;

(b) Protocol A1P1/5/82 onthe ECOWASBrown
Cardrelating to Motor VehicleThird Party
Liability Insurance;

(il) Formulation of a funding policy for roadsafety
programmes;

(iii) Organisation of publicitythrough the print and
eledronic media

(iv) Compilation and processing of roadaccidents
statistics

(v) Organisation of enlightenment seminars for
operators (law enforcement agents, drivers
and the public)

(VI) Search for funding and technical assistance
for national road safetycouncils

(vii) Introduction of a u~iform format for recording
roadaccidentsso asto facilitateaccidentdata
colledion

(viii) Institutionof anannualECOWASRoadSafety
andAccident Prevention Enlightenment Week
to be organised in the last two weeks of
December

(ix) Creation of a West African Union of Road
SafetyCommissions.
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Article 2

The Executive Secretariat shall monitor the appli­
cation of the above measures.

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAY OF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. NICEPHORE D1EUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY

DECISION AlDEC.3/8//94 RELATING TO THE ES­
TABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL MONITORING
COMMITTEE FOR THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTA­
TION OF ECOWAS DECISIONS AND PROTOCOLS
ON TRANSPORT

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Authority of Heads of State and Government
and defining its composition and functions;

Mindfulof Protocol AlP1/5179 relating to free move­
ment of persons and goods, right of residence and
establishment;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.2i5/81 relating to the
harmonisation of highway legislations in the Commu­
nity;

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Protocol AlPlI
5/82 on the establishment of an ECOWAS Brown Card
relating to Motor Vehicle Third Party Liability Insur­
ance;

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Convention
AlP2I5/82 relating to inter-State road transportation
between ECGWAS Member States and Convention
AlP4/5/82 relating to inter-State road transit of goods;

Considering the rapid proliferation of checkpoints
along international highways, which hinders the move­
ment of persons and goods between M~mber States;
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Considering Resolution C/RES.6/7/94 ofthe Coun­
cilof Ministers adopted at its thirty-fifth session held in
Abuja from 25 to 28 July, 1994.

DECIDES

Article 1

The principle of establishing national monitoring
committees for the effective implementation of
ECOWAS Decisions and Protocols on Transport is
hereby adopted.

Article 2

Each national committee shall be composed of the
following:

Director of Road Transport : Chairman

Director of Road Safety: Member

A representative of the Police : Member

A representative of the National Bureau of the

ECOWAS Brown Card: Member

A representative of the National Gendarmerie:

Member

A representative of the Presidency : Member

A representative of the Customs Department :

Member

A representative of the National Un~onof Road

Transporters affiliated to UTRAO : Member

A representative of the ECOWAS National

Unit : Member'

Article 3

The national committee shall ensure that texts.
relating to the transport sector are effectively imple­
mented with a view to facilitating free movement of
persons and goods in the region.

Article 4

1. Member States shall take all necessary legal and
administrative measuresto establish national moni­
toring committees and shall communicate the rel­
evant regUlatorytexts to the Executive Secretariat.

2. The Executive Secretariat shall work in close col­
laboration with the national monitoring committee
to ensure implementation of this Decision.
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ThisDecision shallenterintoforce uponsignature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community andinthe National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH OF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FORTHE AUTHORITY

DECISION A1DEC.4/8/94 ADOPTING THEECOWAS
INDUSTRIAL MASTER PLAN

THEAUTHORITY OFHEADSOFSTATEAND GOV·
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 Of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeads ofStateandGovemment
anddefining its composition andfunctions;

Mindful of Decision C/DEC.2111/86 on the adop­
tion.of the Industrial Development Programme (1987­
1991);

Mindful of Decision C/DEC.6/6/89 onthe adoption
of the terms of reference for the preparation of an
ECOWAS Industrial MasterPlan;

Considering Resolution C/RES.9nI94ofthethirty­
fifth session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja
from25 to 28 July, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The ECOWAS Industrial Master Plan is hereby
adopted.

Article 2

The Executive Secretary is authorised to take
necessary measures to ensure the implementation of
the Industrial MasterPlan.
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ThisDecision shallenterintoforceuponsignature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community andin the National Gazette of eachMem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST. 1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY

DECISION A1DEC.5/8/94 ON THE GRANTING OF
OBSERVER STATUSTOTHE AFRICAN GROUP ON
INTERNATIONAL ROAD SAFETY(AGIRS)

THEAU.THORITY OFHEADSOFSTATEANDGOV·
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeads ofStateandGovemment
anddefining its composition and functions;

Mindful of Protocol AfP1/5/69 on Free Movement
of Persons, Right of Residence and Establishment;

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Article 1 of
Decision AlDEC.215/81 on the harmonisation of high­
way legislations within the Community and the
organisation of road safety;

Mindful ofthe relevant provisions of Protocol AlP1/
5/82establishing the ECOWAS BrownCardrelating to
MotorVehicle Third PartyLiabilityInsurance;

Desiring toreduce therateof roadaccidents andto
save the livesof road users; .

Considering Resolution C/RES.1 On194ofthethirty­
fifth session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja
from25to 28 July, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The African Group on International Road Safety
Programme forWestAfrica{AGI RS} is hereby granted
the status of observer within the Community Institu­
tions of the Economic Community of West African
States;
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Article 2

This Decision shallenterintoforce uponsignature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.

DONEAT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. Nlcephore Dleudonne SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FORTHE AUTHORITY

DECISION AlDEC.6/8/94 GRANTING THE STATUS
OF OBSERVER TO THE INTERNATIONAL ASSO­
CIATION OF CONSUMER UNIONS/PROGRAMME
FORWESTAFRICA (IOCUIIEPWA)

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

Mindful of Article5 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeadsofStateandGovernment
anddefining its composition andfunctions;

Mindful of Recommendation A/REC.113/83 relat­
ing to the mobilisation of the different sections of the
population in the integration process;

Conscious of the needto involve the entire popu­
lation in the building of the Community;

Convinced that the Community stands to benefit
from actions taken to protect, inform and educate
consumers in the region;

Considering Resolution C/RES.11n/94 of the
thirty-fifth session of the Council of Ministers held in
Abuja from 25 to 28 July, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

TheInternationalAssociation ofConsumer Unions/
Programme for West Africa (IOCU/IEPWA) is hereby
granted the statusof observerwithinthe Institutions of
the Economic Community of WestAfrican States.
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Article 2

ThisDecision shallenterintoforceupon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community andin the National Gazetteof eachMem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST, 1994

H. E. Nlcephore Dleudonne SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FORTHE AUTHORITY

DECISION AlDEC.7/8/94 ON THE RENEWAL OF
THE TERM OF OFFICE OF AKINTOLA WilliAMS
AND COMPANY AS EXTERNAL AUDITORS TO
THECOMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeadsof StateandGovernment
anddefining its composition andfunctions;

Mindful of Article 10 of the said Treaty relating to
the appointment of an External Auditor;

Mindful of Decision A/DEC.3nI91 relating to the
Selection andEvaluation of the Performance of Statu­
toryAppointees of theCommunity, andparticularly the
provisions of Article 1 (b) thereof, relating to the re­
newal of the termof officeof the External Auditor and
the Evaluation report;

Mindful of Decision A1DEC.317/92 relating to the
appointment of Aklntola Williams and Company as
External Auditors to the Community Institutions;

Considering that the term of office of Akintola
Williams andCompany expires on 31 July, 1994;

Considering that during its mandate Akintola Wil­
liams andCompany discharged its dutieswithcompe­
tence and efficacy;

Considering thatunderthe provisions of Article 1b
of Decision A/DEC.3n/91 the mandate of the External
Auditor maybe renewed twice for a termof two years
each;
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Considering Resolution C/RES.13f71940f thethirty­
fifth session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja
from25 - 28 July, 1994 relating to the renewal of the
termofofficeoftheExternal Auditors totheCommunity
Institutions;

DECIDES

Article 1

The term of offiCe of Akintola Williams and Com­
pany as External Auditors to the Community Institu­
tionsis hereby renewed for a period of two years with
effect from 1st August, 1994.

Article 2

Thi~ Decision shallenterintoforceuponsignature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST, 1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FORTHE AUTHORITY

DECISION A/DEC.8/8/94 RELATING TO THE
+lARMONISATION OF THE MACRO-ECONOMIC
POLICIES OF MEMBER STATES

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeadsofState andGovernment
anddefining its composition andfunctions;

Anxious to improve the performance of national
economies in orderto achieve sustainable growth and
balanced development;

Aware of the limited success of the individual .
national economic reforms and structural adjustment
measures due, among other things. to the failure to
take account of the policies of othercountries of the
region;
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Convinced of the necessity for the harmonisation
ofeconomic andfinancial policiesof MemberStates as
ameans forenhancing theeconeme development and
integration of the WestAfrican region;

On the recommendation of the thirty-fifth
session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja from
25to 28 July, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

MemberStatesshallharmonise theirnational eco­
nomicandfinancial policiesthrough regularconsulta­
tions.

Article 2

1. A CoordinationandMonitoringCommittee ishereby
established to define the strategyand modalities
fortheharmonisation ofthe economicandfinancial
policies andexamine the possibility ofestablishing
a regional mechanism for multilateral surveillance
of macro-economic policies.

2. TheCommittee shallcomprise all MemberStates.
MeetingsoftheCom(l1ittee shallbeheldatthelevel
ofMinistersof EconomicAffairsandFinance which
shall be preceded by meetings of experts.

Article 3

The Executive Secretary is directed to take all
possible measures to facilitate the functioning of the
saidCommittee.

Article 4

ThisDecision shallenterintoforceuponsignature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FORTHE AUTHORITY
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DECISION AlDEC.9/8/94 ESTABLISHING REGULA·
TIONS FOR THE GRANTING TO NON-GOVERN·
MENTAL ORGANISATIONS (NGO's) THE STATUS
OF OBSERVER WITHIN THE INSTITUTIONS OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN
STATES

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOV·
ERNMENT

PREAMBLE

Mindfulof Article 5 of the Treaty establisHing the
Authority of Heads of .State and Government and
defining its composition and functions;

Mindful of Article 2oftheTreatyrelating totheaims
andobjectives of the Community;

Having regard to recommendation A1REC.1/5/83
of the Authority of Heads of State and Government
relating to the mobilisation of the different sections of
the population in the integration process;

Considering thatNon-Governmental Organisations
provide achannelforgrassrootparticipation inthework
of the Community and also reflect important elements
of public opinion from which the Institutions of the
Community can benefit;

Recognising alsothat some Community decisions
haveto be implemented eitherdirectlyor indirectly by
these Non-Governmental Organisations;

Awarethat the Authority hassincethe inception of
the Community, grantedobserver statusto some Non­
Governmental Organisations that had fulfilled certain
requirements andthattheseOrganisations should make
usefulcontributions to the regional integration process
of the Community;

Considering. that arrangements for consultations
with Non-Governmental Organisations provide an im­
portantmeansof furthering the aimsandobjectives of
the Community;

Convinced that the establishment of appropriate
regulations to providethe modalities for thegranting of
the statusof observerwill facilitate the participation of
Non-Governmental Organisations in the development
processof the region;

APPROVES AND ADOPTS these Regulations:
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Article 1

DEFINITIONS

In these Regulations:
..

"Authority" rneansme Authority of Headsof State
and Government of the Community established by
Article 5 of the Treaty;

"Community" means the Economic Community of
West African States established by Article 1 of the
Treaty;

"Community citizen"orucitizens"meansanynational(s)
of Member States whosatisfytheconditions stipulated
in the Protocol defining Community citizenship;

"Council" means the Council of Ministers of the
Community established by Article6 of the Treaty;

UExecutive Secretary" means the"Executive Secre­
taryof the Community appointed under Article 8 of the
Treaty;

"Executive Secretariat" meansthe Executive Sec­
retariat oftheCommunity established underArticle 8 of
the Treaty;

"Institution" or "Institutions" means any Institution
or Institutions of the Community established under
Article 4 of the Treaty;

"MemberState"or"MemberStates"means aMem­
ber State or Member Statesof the Community;

"Organisation" or "Organisations" means an Afri­
can Regional Non-Governmental Organisation or
Organisations;

"Recognised Organisation" or "Recognised
Organisations"meansanOrganisation orOrganisations
incategory Aor Bwhichhasbeengrantedthe status of
observer by the Authority;

"Region" means the geographical zone known as
West Africa as defined by Resolution CM/Res. 464
(XXVI) of the OAUCouncilof Ministers;

"Treaty" meansthe Treaty of the Economic Com­
munity of WestAfrican States.
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Part I

ESTABLISHMENT AND AIMS

Article 2

ESTABLISHMENT

1. ThereisherebyestablishedtheRegulations forthe
granting to Organisations the status of observer
withinthe Institutions of the Economic Community
of WestAfrican States.

Article 3
AIM

1. These Regulations set out the arrangements en­
abling African Regional Non-Governmental
Organisations to collaborate withthe Institutions of
the Community.

PART II

PREREQUISITES OF ORGANISATIONS SEEKING
THE STATUS OF OBSERVER

Article 4

AIMS AND STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANISATION

1. An Organisation seeking the status of observer
withinthe Community shallfulfil the following con­
ditions:

(I) Itshallbeconcerned withmatters fallingwithin
the competence of ECOWAS;

(il) It shall have a constitution whose aims and
objectives shallbe inconformitywiththeideals
of the Community and which provides for the
determination ofpolicyandfor theelection ofa
policy-making body;

(iii) It shallbenon-governmental, i.e. it shall notbe
, under the control of any government. Pro­
vided, however, any organisation which in­
cludes members designated by Government
authorities maybegrantedobserverstatus as
.long as such membership does not interfere
with.the independence of the organisation;

(iv) It shall be non-profit making;

(v) It shall represent a majorityof the organised
persons withinthe partlcutar fieldof interest in
which it operates;
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(v) The organisation shall have an established.
headquarters with an executive officer. The
headquarters of such anorganisation shallbe
situate withinthe continentof Africaand shall
have branches in not less than two (2) other
African States;

(vii) Its leadership mustcomprise nationals of Afri­
can States;

Article 5

RESOURCES OF THE ORGANISTION
1. The basic resources of the organisation shall be

derived fromcontributions of itsmembers, national
affiliates or other recognised institutions.

2. Recognized organisations shall submit a certified
report to the Executive Secretaryevery year stat­
ingtheamount received andnameofdonorsofany
voluntary contributions, andfinancialcontributions
from any Government.

Article 6

ORGANISATIONS WITH SIMILAR OBJECTIVES, IN­
TERESTS AND VIEWS

1. Where thereexistsa numberof organisations with
common objectives, and interests in a givenfield,
theyshall, for thepurposes ofconsultation withthe
Institutions of the Community, form a jointcommit­
teeorotherbodywhichshallbe authorised tocarry
on such consultations for the group as a whole.
Application for observer status shall be made by
the jointcommittee on behalf of its Members.

2. Where such a Committee has been granteo 1he
status of observer, no single memberof the com­
mittee can separately seek such a status.

Article 7

.NATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANISATIONS

National Non-Governmental Organisations sh~.11

not be granted the status of observer. They shall
present their concerns through recognised regional
Non-Governmental Organisations to which they be­
long.
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ACCAEDITAnON OF ORGANISATIONS

Arllcle.

CATEGORISATION OF ORGANISATIONS

1. Ingrantingobserverstatusto anorganisation, the
Authorityshall:

(a) Categorise the organisation as "A" or "B" in
accordance with thecriteriasetout inArticle 9
below.

(b) Statethe Institution or Institutions towhichthe
organisation shall be accredited.

(c) Review, where necessary, the categorization
of a recognised orgar:-isation.

Article 9

BASIS FOR CATEGORISATION OF
ORGANISAnONS

1. An organisation shallbe classified in Category "Aft
if it fulfils the followingconditions:

(I) It has a basic interest in the activities of the
Community;

(il) It iscloselylinkedwiththesocialandeconomic
life of the areawhich it represents;

(iii) It has made sustained contributions towards
theattainmentoftheaimsandobjectivesofthe
Community;

2. Organisations in category 'B' shall be those with
only a generalinterestin the activities of theCom­
munity.

PART IV

Article 10

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF ORGANISAnONS
GRANTED OBSERVER STATUS

1. The. status of observer does not accord to
recognised Organisations the same rights of par­
ticipation as are accorded to Member States or
specialised agencies of the Community.

2. Any arrangements for consultation madewithany
recognised organisation shall concern only- the
SUbjects for which that o(ganisation has compe-
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3. Organisations grantedthestatusofobserverwithin
the Institutions of the Communityshall,depending
on their categories, have the following rights:

a. Category 'A'Organisations shallbeaccredited
to Council. They:

(I) maysendobservers to all publicmeetings
of Council;

(iI) maybe invitedby Councilto makeanoral
presentation;

(iii) may,throughthe Executive Secretary, cir­
culatedocumentationtoMembersofCoun­
cil;

(iv) may be invited to Council to collaborate
with any Committee as may be estab­
lishedby Council;

(v) may, through the Executive Secretary,
submit questionsor views for insertion in
the provisional agendaof the meetings of
Council and of any other Institution apart
from the Authority;

(VI) mayconsult withthe Executive Secretariat
on matters of mutualconcern.

b. Category 'B'Organisations shallbe accredited
to Institutions other than the Council and Au­
thority.

They:

(I) maysendobservers to all publicmeetings
oftheInstitutions towhichtheyareaccred-
ited; .

(il) maycirculate to the Members of the Insti­
tution to which they are accredited infor­
mation, data and other documentation.
Theirdocumentation and communication
shall be placed on a list by the Executive
Secretary and can only be distributed to
members of Counciluponthe recommen­
dationof the Institution or at the request of
Council; / -

(iii) maybeinvitedto consultan ad-hocstand­
ingcommittee of the Institution if the Insti­
tution so desires or the organisation re­
quests suchconsultation;

(iv) may submit questions or views for inser­
tion intheprovisional agendaof the meet­
ings of the Institution to which they are
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accredited; and

(v) may consult with the Executive Secretariat
on matters of mutual concern.

4. Organisations granted observer status shall be
required to comply with these Regulations, the
standard stipulated in the Treaty and Protocols
annexed thereto and with the decisions and regu­
latio~~of the Community.

5. Requests, documents and proposals submitted by
Non-Governmental Organisations to Council shall
be considered by specialised technical commis­
sions before decisions on them are taken by Coun­
cil.

PART V

APPLICATION FORAND WITHDRAWAL OF
OBSERVER STATUS

Article 11

PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATION

1. The procedure for granting an organisation the
status of observer within the Community shall be
as follows:

(a) The organisation shall submit forty (40) copies
of its application in each of the working lan­
guages of the Community through the Execu­
tive Secretary. The application shall consist of:

(I) the constitution, or charter and articles of
association of the Organisation;

(il) its certificate of registration;

(iii) its manifesto and symbol;

(iv) its membership list, showing the nationali­
ties-ot its members and that of its execu­
tive;

(v) its headquarters address and addresses
of all its branches;

(VI) list of all Organisations to which it is affili­
ated

(vii) a declaration of how it generates its fi­
nances and its current certified accounts;
and

(viii) a written undertaking to support the work
of the Community and to promote knowl­
edge of its activities.
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2. Upon receipt of the application, the Executive
Secretary shall determine whether the Organistion
has fu"iIIed the requirements stipulated in these
Regulations.

3. The Executive Secretary shall submit the applica­
tion and his observations to Council which shall
make its recommendations to the Authority for
decision.

Article 12

WITHDRAWAL

1. The Authority may, on the recommendation of
Council, withdraw the status of observer from any
Recognised Organisation if:

(I) The organisation gave false information in its
application.

(il) Its activities are not in conformity with the aims
and objectives of ECOWAS.

(iii) There are anyothercausesdeerned by Council
to be sufficient.

22. An organisation from which the status of observer
has been withdrawn shall. with effect from the date
of such withdrawal. cease to enjoy any of the rights
accorded to a Recognisd Organisation as provided
for under Article 10 of these Regulations or any
other decisions of the Community.

PART VI

Article 13

ROLE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

1. The Executive Secretary shall perform the follow­
ing functions:

(a) Consider applications from organisations re­
questing observer status within the Institutions
of the Community. If during the consideration
of such applications it is observed that several
organisations have similar objectives as stipu­
lated in Article 5, paragraph 1of these Regula­
tions,·the Executive Secretary shall inform the
Organisations concerned and request them to
form a Joint Committee in accordance with the
provisions of the said Article 6.

(b) Consider requests from Recognised
Organisations for changes in categorisation;
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(c) ConsiderreportsoftheactivitiesofRecognised
Organisations.

. (d) Consider requests from Recognised
Organisations in Category "A"for inclusion of
an iteminthe provisional agenda ofCouncil. In
considering suchrequests. theExecutive Sec­
retaryshall take Intoaccount, among others:

(I) the adequacy of the documentation sub­
mitted;

(il) theextenttowhichit isconsidered thatthe
item lends itself to early andconstructive
actionby the Council; and

(iii) the possibility that the Itemmightbe more
appropriatelydealtwithelsewhere thanby
Council.

(e) Distribute a listof documentation andcommu­
nication from Recognised Organisations un­
dercategoryBto membersofCouncil inaccor­
dancewiththeprovisions of Article 10ofthese
Regulations.

. (f) Hold regular consultations with Recognised
Organisations.

(g) Forward to MemberStates before themeeting
of Council of Ministers allproposals relating to
the grantingor withdrawal of observer status
from a Recognised Organisation. However,
before any proposal for withdrawal is made,
theExeCutive-Secretaryshall receiveobserva­
tionsfromthe Organisations concerned which
shall be forwarded immediately to CounCil.

(h) Perform any other functions as may be as­
signedto it by Council.

PARTVII

AMENDMENTS AND ENTRY INTOFORCE

Article 14

AMENDMENTS

These Regulations may be amended by the Au­
thority

Article 15

ENTRY INTOFORCE

These Regulations shall enter into force upon
signature andshallbe published in tbe.QUJcial Journal
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of theCommunity and in the National Gazetteof each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA. THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST, 1994

H. E. NICEPHORE D. SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY

RESOLUTION AlRES.1/8/94 RELATING TO THE
PAYMENT MODALITIES OF FINANCIAL OBLIGA­
TIONS OWED BYMEMBERSTATESTOTHEINSTI­
TUTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY

THEAUTHORITY OFHEADS OFSTATEANDGOV­
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishingtheAuthority ofHeadsof StateandGovernment
anddefining its composition and functions;

Mindful of the provisions of paragraph3 of Article
54of the ECOWAS Treatyon sanctionsto be applied
to Member States in arrears of contribution to the
budget of the Community;

Mindful of the provisions of the Protocol on contri­
butions of Member States to the budget of the Eco­
nomic Community of West African States particularly
the provisions of its Article III which stipulate that
contributions due from Member States shall be paid
intothe budget of the Community within three months
of the financial year to which they relate;

Mindful of Resolution NRES.1/5/90 on sanctions
to be applied to MemberStates in arrearsof contribu­
tions;

Considering the considerable amounts owed by
Member States as arrears to the budgets of the Com­
munity Institutions;

Qencerned bythecontinued accumulation ofsuch
arrears;

Aware thatthemounting arrears ofcontributions of
Member States is jeopardising the implementation of
Community programmes and the operations of the
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Community Institutions;

Conscious of the fact that all the foregoing consti­
tute an impediment to the activities of the Community
andis gradually causing the Community Institutions to
grindto a virtual standstill;

Considering Resolution C/RES.14171940fthethirty­
fifth session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja
from25 to 28 July, 1994;

Draws the attention of Member States to thesanc­
tionsprovided for in Article 54 of the ECOWAS Treaty
andthosecontained in Resolution AIRES. 1/5/90;

Requests Member States to ensure that their ar­
rears in respect of theirvarious financial obligations to
the Institutions of the Community are included in their
national debtswithintheframework ofthe International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (IBRD)
programmes;

Alsorequests Member Statesto paynotlaterthan
31 December 1994:

all contributions due in respect of the 1994
Financial Year to the budget of the Executive
Secretariat;

theirfullquotasofthefirsttranche ofthecalled­
up capitalto the ECOWAS Fund;

Directs the management of the Executive Secre­
tariatand the ECOWAS Fund to negotiate with each
Member Statea payment schedule for all outstanding
arrears due to the Institutions of the Community. The
schedule for the payment of arrears should be over
thirty-six (36)months inthecaseofthe ECOWAS Fund
and sixty (60) months in the case of the Executive
Secretariat.

Enjoins all Member States to honour, on a regular
basis, their financial obligations to the Community.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF AUGUST,
1994

~h
H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO

CHAIRMAN
FORTHE AUTHORITY
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RESOLUTION AlRES.2/8/94 RELATING TO THE
REDUCTION OF THE EXTERNAL D_EBTS OF
ECOWAS MEMBER STATES

THEAUTHORITY OFHEADSOFSTATEANDGOV·
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing the Authority of Heads of State and Govern­
ment, anddefining its composition and functions;

Recalling Resolution AIRES.117/87 relating to the
adoption of a common fronton external indebtedness;

Deeply concerned aboutthe persistent deteriora­
tionof theexternal debtposition of ECOWAS Member
States;

Aware of thesignificant effortof MemberStates to
meet all their external debt obligations, which has
resulted in a net transferof financial resources out of
the West African region;

Convinced of the urgentnecessity to SUbstantially
reduce the debt stock of Member States in order to
improve thelr credit worthiness and make resources
available forthedevelopment requirements ofMember
States;

Encouraged bytherecentexamples ofdebtreduc­
tion through debt cancellation and debt forgiveness
with regard to some developing countries;

Ontherecommendation ofthe thirty-fifth sessionof
theCouncilofMinisters heldinAbujafrom25to28July,
1994.

APPEALS

Strongly to the international financial community
and in particular the major creditorsof West African
countries to take every possible measure to make a
verysubstantial reduction of the debtstockof Member
States.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

.FORTHE AUTHORITY
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RESOLUTION AlRES.318/94 ON THE RATIFICATION
OF THE CONVENTION ESTABLISHING THE AFRI­
CAN AIR TARIFF CONFERENCE

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOY·
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Authority of Heads of State and Government
and defining its composition and functions;

o Mindful of the provisions of Article 44 of the
ECOWAS Treaty relating to air transport;

Considering the Declaration of the African Minis­
ters of Civil Aviation on the aeronautical policy signed
at Yamoussoukro on 7 October, 1988;

Considering that, with the signing of the Conven­
tion establishing the African Air Tariffs Conference, a
multilateral structure for the coordination of tariffs has
been established, thus meeting the specific require­
ments of the air transport sector in Africa;

Considering that prompt ratification of the' above
mentioned Convention by Member States is essential
for its speedy and effective application;

Considering the final report adopted by the thirty­
fifth session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja
from 25 to 28 July, 1994;

REQUESTS

Member States which are yet to do so to ratify the
Convention establishing the African Air Tariffs Confer-

o ence.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAY OF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY
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RESOLUTION AlRES.4/8/94 ON THE SIGNING OF
THE PROTOCOL AGREEMENTON COOPERATION
INTHE SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF NIGERIAN
GAS TO BENIN, TOGO AND GHANA

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOY·
ERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Authority of Heads of State and Government
and defining its composition and functions;

Considering Decisions A/DEC.3/5/81 andA/DEC.3/
5/82 relating to ECOWAS energy programme and
energy policy respectively;

Considering Directive C/DIR.217/91 relating to the
study on the Community programme for the produc­
tion, supply and distribution of petroleum, petroleum
products and gas;

Considering the need for a Community approach to
ensure the regular supply to Member States of petrp­
leum products in general and gas in particular;

Considering the need for Member States to pursue
the initiative aimed at establishing the basis for the
successful take-off of the project;

Considering that the project will accelerate the
development of a new infrastructure and new indus­
tries which are necessary for growth in the region;

On the recommendation ot- the thirty-fifth
session of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja from
25 to 28 July. 1994

1. Requests the Member States concerned by the
project to expedite the process leading to the
singing of the protocol agreement on cooperation
which is necessary for the continuation of the
project;

2. Directs the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat to
monitor the effective implementation of the project.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAY OF
AUGUST, 1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY
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RESOLUTION AlRES.5/8/94 ON THE MANDATORY
IODISATION OF SALT IN ECOWAS MEMBER
STATES

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATES AND
GOVERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing theAuthority ofHeadsofStateandGovernment
anddefining its composition and functions;

Aware thatensuring goodhealthfor thepopulation
is an essential condition for achieving balanced eco­
nomic andsocial development;

Recognising that iodine deficiency constitutes a
serous publichealth problem in several African coun­
tries, particularly those in our region;

Considering thatiodine deficiency hasdevastating
effects on human life, causing permanent cerebral
lesions, dysfunction of the reproductive system, physi­
calproblems, deaf-mutism, stillbirths andmental retar­
dation in children;

Convinced that virtually all these pathological
problems canbeprevented bytheadequate consump­
tionof iodated salt;

Bearing in mindthe statedobjectives adopted by
the Heads of State and Government at the World
Summit for Children in September 1990and the No­
vember 1992International Conference on Assistance
totheAfrican Child, specificallytheeliminationof iodine
deficiency disorders by end of 1992;

Considering the needto initiate concrete action to
safeguard the peoples of West Africa from iodine
deficiency;

Considering that countries in the region produce
greatquantities of saltconsumed withinthe region and
mat the production can be further increased with the
appropriate technologies and necessary resources;

Considering that MemberStates are already ad­
dressing thisproblemin their respective countries and
that Nigeria is the first country in the region to put in
place legislation againsttheconsumption ofnon-iodised
saltandalready 90%of the salt soldwithinthecountry
is iodised;

Expresses the unanimous desireof all ECOWAS
Member Statesto takeeverynecessary stepto ensure
that,bytheendof 1995,allthesaltconsumed within the
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Community will be adequately iodised with a view to
eliminating iodine deficiency disorders by the year
2000;

Suggests that, to that end, all Member States
should enact by the end of 1994, laws making it
mandatory to iodise salt produced and imported for
human oranimal consumption aswellas legislation on
the packaging and labelling of salt;

Recommends to Member Statesto ensure that all
salt whether produced locally, imported or marketed
within theCommunity is correctlyiodatedandcertified
accordingly by a label recognised by MemberStates;

Invites Member Statesto introduce or,wherenec-
essary, strengthen existingmechanisms to:

iodise salt according to the standard recom­
mended by the International Council for the
Controlof Iodine Deficiency Disorclers(ICCIDD)
onthequalityaswell as on the packaging and
labelling of cooking salt;

sensitise thecommunities concerned, produc­
ers and retailers through appropriate and ef­
fective information, education and communi­
cation programmes;

promote and protect iodised salt production,
importation andexportation in theCommunity;

formulate and put in place mechanisms for
controlling the iodine content in the salt pro­
duced.

Requests the Executive Secretariat to cooperate
withtheUnited Nations Children's Fund(UNICEF) and
theWorld Health Organisation (WHO)to support Mem­
berStates in the application of this Resolution as well
as the monitoring of its implementation.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAYOF
AUGUST,1994

H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGlO
CHAIRMAN

FORTHE AUTHORITY
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RESOLUTION AlRES.6/8/94 ON LIBERIA

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

Mindful of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Authority of Heads of State and Government
and defining its composition and functions;

Convinced that any threat to peace in any Member
State endangers the peace and security of the entire
Community;

Deploring the virtual breakdown of the disarma­
ment process and the continued intransigence of the
warring factions despite efforts made by the Commu­
nity, the Organisation of African Unity and the United
Nations;

Condemning the emergence of new warring fac­
tions in Liberia which is further jeopardising the peace
process;

1. Reaffirms that the Cotonou Accord of 25 July, 1993
constitutes the only framework for the durable
settlement of the Liberian crisis;

2. Notes with satisfaction the significant progress
made with regard to the implementation of the
political aspects of the Cotonou Accord;

3. Welcomes the installation of the Liberian National
Transitional Government (LNTG);

4. Expresses its full support for the Transitional Gov­
ernment and all institutions established under the
terms of the Cotonou Accord;

5. Calls on the entire Liberian people and the interna­
tional community to lend every support and assis­
tance to the Liberian National Transitional Govern­
ment

6. Strongly appeals to all armed factions to stop
hostilities immediately. observe an immediate
ceasefire and continue the disarmament process;

7. Calls on all warring parties to desist forthwith from
attacking ECOMOG and UNOMIL.

8. Calls on the Liberian National Transitional Govern­
ment:

to seek appropriate ways of restoring confi­
dence among the Liberian people and.bringing
about genuine national reconciliation by
strengthening the on-going collaboration be­
tween the government, the civilian population
and the factions;
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to prepare, with the assistance of ECOWAS.
the OAU, the UN and all other bilateral and
multilateral partners, a rehabilitation scheme
and a list of priority requirements;

to take necessary measures with the assis­
tance of ECOWAS, OAU and UN to stop the
periodic attacks against ECOMOG and
UNOMIL;

to .evolve a social rehabilitation scheme for
those disarmed and those returning from exile;

to strengthen the national security forces, if
necessary with assistance from ECOMOG,
pending the formation of a national army;

9. Reaffirms its appeal to all Member States to re­
spect fully the arms embargo against the warring
parties in Liberia, deny the establishment of fac­
tional offices and discourage any recruitmentwithin
their territories for service in the armies of the
warring parties;

10. Urges Member States that share borders with
Liberia to increase their vigilance and effectively
stop arms meant for the warring factions from
passing through their countries;

11. Directs ECOMOG to take all necessary measures
to create buffer zones along Liberian border areas
where they are needed, particularly along the
Liberia-Sierra Leone border;

12. Reaffirms the need for the international.community
and donor agencies to finance the disarmament
and reconstruction processes which are the key
elements for the restoration of peace in Liberia.
The Executive Seoretary shall, in consultation with
the Liberia National Transitional Government and
the United Nations, prepare a half-yearly bUdget in
this regard.

13. Clearly conveys the collective expectation of
ECOWAS Member States that resources shall be
made available by the United States, the European
Union, Canada, Japan, the United Nations and the
internationalcommunitythroughthe UN Trust Fund
for Liberia to facilitate the restoration of peace in
Liberia.

14. Expresses its gratitude to Tanzania and Uganda
for their reinforcement of ECOMOG troops;

15. Directsthe Executive Secretary to appoint a repre­
sentative in Liberia. Towards this end, a special
levy is established payable within two weeks by
Member States to meet the costs of maintaining
such a representative.
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DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 6TH DAY OF
AUGUST, 1994
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ECOBANK Transnational Incorporated (ETI).
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H. E. NICEPHORE DIEUDONNE SOGLO
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY

DECISION C/DEC.117/94 RELATING TO THE OP·
ERATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF
ECOBANK TRANSNATIONAL INCORPORATED
(ETI)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Resolution n° 11/11/84 of the Board of
Directors meeting held in November 1985, authorising
the ECOWAS Fund to subscribe to 10% of the called­
up capital of ECOBANK Transnational Incorporated
(ETI);

Mindful of the Report of the Thirty-Fourth Session
of the Council of Ministers held in Abuja in December
1993,establishing the Ad Hoc Committee on the Study
relating to the Operational and Financial Activities of
ECOBANK Transnational Incorporated (ETI) defining
its composition and terms of reference;

. On the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Ministerial
Committee

DECIDES

Article 1

The ECOWAS Fund's equity participation in
ECOBANK Transnational Incorporated (ETI) shall be
maintained.

Article 2

The Management of the ECOWAS Fund is hereby
directed to negotiate with ECOBANK Transnational
Incorporated (ETI) the revision of the statutes of
ECOBANK, taking into account the interests of the
ECOWAS Fund as the largest single shareholder,
particularly the status and number of seats allocated to
the ECOWAS Fund on the Board of Directors of. ,
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For the purpose of safe-guarding its interests, the
ECOWAS Fund is hereby directed to use its influence
onthe Boardof ECOBANKTransnationallncorporated
(ETI) to ensure that the on-going restructuring effort is
stepped up to improve its performance.

Article 4

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY,
1994

C·Jy_.
HON.ROBERTDOSSOU

CHAIRMAN
FOR COUNCIL

DECISION C/OEC.2/7!94 ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A PERMANENT SECRETARIAT WITHIN THE
COUNCIL OF BUREAUX OF THE ECOWAS BROWN
CARD SCHEME

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition andnmctlons:

Mindful of the provisions of Article 40 of the Treaty;

Mindful of Protocol AJP1/5/62 establishing the
ECOWAS Brown Card relating to Motor Vehicle Third
Party Liability Insurance:

Mindful of Council Decision C/DEC.215/88 on the
implementation of the ECOWAS Brown Card relating
to Motor Vehicle Third Party Liability Insurance:

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy Com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994;



JulylAugust, 1994

Article 1

DECIDES

Official Journal of ECOWAS

Article 1

DECIDES
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There is hereby established a permanent General
Secretariat within the Council of Bureaux of the
ECOWAS BrownCard Scheme.

Article 2

The Permanent Secretariat shall be responsible
for the implementation of the Protocol establishing the
ECOWAS BrownCard relating to MotorVehicle Third
PartyLiabilityInsurance.

Article 3

This Decision shallenter intoforceuponsignature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the NationalGazette of eachMem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAYOF JULY, 1994

r/r
'-. . .

HON.ROBERTDOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

DECISION C/DEC.317/94 ON THE SETTING UP OF
AN ECOWAS CONSULTATIVE TECHNICAL COM·
MITTEE ON HYDROCARBONS

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindfulof Article6 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing the Councilof Ministers anddefining itscompo­
sitionand functions;

Considering Decisions AlDEC.3/5/81 andAIDEC.3/
5/82oftheAuthority ofHeadsofStateandGovernment
of the Economic Community of WestAfrican States on
the ECOWAS Programme and Energy Policy respec­
tively;

Considering Directive C/DIR.217/91 relatfng to the
studyon a Community programme for the production,
supply and distribution of petrol, petroleum products
andgas;

Onthe recommendation of theTransport, Commu­
nications and EnergyCommission whichmetin Lagos
from 7 to 10June, 1994;
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There is hereby established a technical advisory
committee onhydrocarbons.TheCommittee shallcom­
priseheads of national hydrocarbons units in Member
States.

Article 2

The ECOWAS technical advisory committee on
hydrocarbons shallexaminethe conclusions and rec­
ommendations adopted during the differentphases of
the on-going study. The Committee will report on its
activities to Council throughthe Transport, Communi­
cations and Energy Commission.

Article 3

TheExecutive Secretariatshall take all necessary
measures to applythis Decision.

Article 4

This Decision shallenter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community andin the NationalGazetteof eachMem­
ber State.

DONEAT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

i-,Y
->

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

DECISIONC/DEC.4n/94 ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF REGIONAL TRAINING CENTRES IN THE AREA
OFTRANSPORT' •

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing theCouncil of Ministers anddefiningitscompo­
sitionandfunctions;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.20/5/80 relating to the
Transport Programme:

-------.:
- ------------

Desiring to tacllitate humanresource development .
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through the harmonisation and coordination of national
policies and programmes on training in the areas of
transport;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy Com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994.

DECIDES

Anlele 1
-

The following Institutes are hereby approved as
regional centres for training in the area of transport;

the Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology
(NITI), Zaria, Nigeria.

the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Travaux
Publics, (ENSTP), Yamoussoukro, Cote
O'ivoire.

Anlele 2

The Executive Secretariat shall request the intro­
duction of a course on transport economics and plan­
ning at th~ Ecole Nationale Supsrleure des Travaux
Publics (ENSTP) in Yamoussoukro.

•

Anlele 3

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY,
1994

e·(!Y-
HON.ROBERTDOSSOU

CHAIRMAN
FOR COUNCIL
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DECISION C/DEC.517/94 ON THE ADOPTION OF
THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE INTERCONNECTION
OF THE RAILWAY NETWORKS OF MEMBER
STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Article 42 of the
ECOWAS Treaty on the improvement and
reorganisation of the railways of Member States forthe
purpose of interconnecting the various railway net­
works;

Desiring to establish plans for the improvement
and integration of the various railway networks in the
region;

Desiring to promote .oIose co-operation among
railway networks and to harmonise technical, commer­
cial and administrative management procedures within
the railway corporations;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy ·Com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The master plan for the interconnection of railways
in West Africa attached hereto is hereby approved.

Article 2

Member States shall include the railway projects in
their national investment programmes under the sec­
ond United Nations Transport and Telecommunica­
tions Decade for Africa (UNTACDA II)

Anicle 3

The Executive Secretariat shall monitor the effec­
tive implementation of the master plan.

Article 4

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.
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DONE AT ABUJA. THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

DECISION C/DEC.6n/94 ON THE SETTING UP OF
AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AIR TRANSPORT

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of the Resolution adopted by the meeting
of ECOWAS Ministersof Civil Aviation in Yarnoussoukro
on 26 and 27 May, 1991 on the implementation of the
Yamoussoukro Declaration;

Aware of the need for the gradual establ ishment of
a common mechanism for the harmonisation of air
transport policies within the region in order to facilitate
negotiations with non-African countries;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

There is hereby established an Advisory Commit­
tee on Air Transport.

Article 2

The Advisory Committee on Air Transport shall
assist Member States in their negotiations with non­
African countries.
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Article 3

The ECOWAS Working Group on Air Transport
shall form the nucleus of the Advisory Committee and
shall clearly specify its terms of reference.

Article 4

This Decision shall enter·into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

.' /e-"'--/ »:
.~-

Hon. Robert DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL



INTERCONNECTING RAILWAYLINKSIN WEST AFRICA

COUNTRIES DISTANCES GAUGES COSTS 106

N° LINKS CONCERNED (KM) (KM) (FCFA)

1 Bamako-Bougouni-SikaSSO= . Mali 465 1000
Ouagadougou COte d'ivoire 90 555 1000 1000 68313

2. (Ouagadougou) Kaya-Dori-Niamey Burkina Faso 196 1000 54650
Niger 234 430 1000 1000

3. (Niamey) Dosso-Sokato Niger 103 1000
Nigeria 147 250 1067 1000 35789

4. Parakou-Malanville .Benin 334 1000
Gaya-Dosso-Nlamey Niger 303 637 1000 1000 91119

5. Blitta-Sansanne-Mango Togo 427 1000 54496
Pama Burkina Faso 33 460 1000 1000

6. Ouagadougou-Pama Burkina Faso nJa 728 1000
Niamey Niger nla 1000 1000 106032

7. Bougouni-Yanfolila Mali 120 1000
Kankan Guinea 145 265 1000 1000 30360

8. Dimbokro-Man-Danan6 COte d'ivoire 531 1067 1000 84053
Sann~~uellie ! Liberia 37 568 1000

9. Man-Odienne-Maninian COte d'ivoire 336 1000 53424
Tiridila-Kodieran (Kankan) Guin6e 114 450 100 1000



COUNTRIES DISTANCES GAUGES COSTS 106

N° LINKS CONCERNED (KM) (KM) (FCFA)

10 Fabola-Dinguiraye Guinea 80 1000'
Faraba-Satadougou Mali 105 1000
Koudekourou (Saraya) Tambacounda S~n~gal 315 500 1000 1000 73980

11. St. Louis-Richard-Toll-Rosso S$n9gal 112 1000
Mededra-Nouakchott Mauritanie 203 315 1000 1000 65348

12. Kano-Katsina Nigeria 201 1067 29022
Dan-Issa-Maradi Niger 64 265 1000 1067

13. Tambao Burkina Faso 20 1000
Ansongo Mali 100 120 1000 1000 15210

14. San-Padro-Man (ManrKiohoyo) Cote d'ivoire 380 1000 1000 67025

15." lIaro Nigeria 33 1067
Paba Benin 7 40 1000 nla 6900 ,

16. Segbohoue B~nin 24 1000
Anecho Togo 26 50 1000 1000 7280

17. Lome Togo 1 1000
Accra Ghana 149+55+150 1000 1000 30744

18. Accra-Kotokou-Tarkwa-Prestea Ghana 65+(253+30 1067 ,
Aboisso-Alepe-Abobo (Abidjan) Cote d'ivoire 175 240 1067 nla 77539

Tambacounda-Matam Senegal 220 1000
Kaedi-Boghe-Bofal (Rosso) Mauritanie 290 510 1000 1000 78627

TOTALGENERAL 7208 1029910,9
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DECISION C/DEC.717/94 ON THE INSTITUTIONA­
LISATION OF THE MEETING OF DIRECTORS OF
RAILWAYS OF ECOWAS MEMBER STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful ofthe relevant provisions of Article 43ofthe
ECOWAS Treaty which stipulates that plans shall be
formulated for the improvement and reorganisation of
railways in ECOWAS States with a view to ensuring the
interconnection of the various railway networks;

Recognising the need for railway officials in the
region to have an institutional framework for consulta­
tions and exchange of experiences to facilitate the
attainment of the aforementioned objec.tives;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of Transport, Communications and Energy Commis­
sion held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June. 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The meeting of ECOWAS Directors of Railways is
hereby institutionalised.

Article 2

The meeting of ECOWAS Directors of Railways
shall be responsible for evaluating the status of railway
projects and shall submit its reports thereon to Council
through the Transport, Communications and Energy
Commission.

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY. 1994

Hon. Robert DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

40

DECISION C/DEC.817/94 ON THE INFORMATION
STRATEGY FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
IN WEST AFRICA

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining is compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.4/5/82 on the adoption
of an ECOWAS regional agricultural development
strategy;

Mindful of Decision C/DEC.1/6/86 on the adoption
of a short and medium term programme of actionforthe
development of agricultural and natural resources:

Mindful of Decision C/DEC.11/12190 on the adop­
tion of an agricultural research cooperation programme
in the region;

Considering the importance of agricultural infor­
mation in the promotion of agricultural development;

On the recommendation of the seventeenth meet­
ing of the Industry, Agriculture and Natural Resources
Commission, held in Lagos from 14 to 17 June, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The information strategy for agricultural develop­
ment in West Africa annexed to this Decision is hereby
adopted.

Article 2

The Executive Secretariat shall take appropriate
measures to ensure the implementation of the strategy.

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL
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INFORMATION STRATEGY FOR AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN WEST AFRICA

GENERAL OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK

I. SOCIa-ECONOMIC CONTEXT

West Africa stretches from Mauritania in the north­
west to Nigeria in the East and covers 16 countries:
Benin. Burkina Faso, Cote d'ivoire, Gambia. Ghana,
Guinea, GuineaBissau, Liberia. Mali, Mauritania, Niger,
Nigeria. Senegal. Sierra Leone, and Togo.

In most of these countries, the coastline givesway to
mangrove swamps and equatorial forests. followed by
a shrubbytransitional savanna. a pure grassland sa­
vannawhich extendsfrom the north-east to the north­
westof West Africa.and finally a sahelian zoneto the
north.

Some of the coastal countries have five to seven
months of heavy rainfall totalling 1500 mm per year.
with a break in August (for the zone with two rainy
seasons). Inothercountries, there is hardlymorethan
oneto three monthsof rainfall in good years, totalling
about400 mm aroundthe 16thdegreelatitude, while.
inbadyears,the rainfallisnegligible. Since1970. eight
countries in the dry climate zone, called the sahelian
zone. have been severely affected by drought and
desertencroachment.

West Africa is characterised by high demographic
pressure with morethan 192millionInhabitants andan
annual growth rate'of 3%. Agricultural production. on
the other hand, is increasing by only 2'2°k per year.
resulting in low per capita incomeand ruralpoverty.

WestAfricaalsohasa largenumberofdifferent linguis­
tic groups. Apart from the vernacular languages. four
other languages of international communication are
used: English, French, Portuguese, and Arabic.

The regionhas a total debt of morethan US $ 74.300
million.Theheavydebtburdenhasforcedthecountries
to adoptstructural adjustment programmes. Thecoun­
tries in the franc zone recently experienced a 500/0
devaluation of their currency.

II. THE PLACEOF AGRICULTURE INTHE ECONO-
MIES OF WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Agriculture consthutes themostimportant sectorin the ,.
economies of WestAfricancountries, notonlyfromthe
pointof viewof the numberof peopleengaged in itbut
alsowith regardto the resources it generates. Indeed.
the agrieultural sector employs 40% to 500/0 of the
population of Benin, CapeVerde, GhanaandNigeria,
between 60% and 69% of the population of Liberia,
Sierra Leone and 'Togo, and more than 80% of the
population of Burktda Faso. Gambia. Guinea, Guinea
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Bissau, COte d'ivolre. and Niger.The sectoraccounts
forbetween 300k and600/0 of the GOPin mostof these
countries. '

Almost all the countries practisesubsistence farming.
The main food crops are grains (rice, maize, millet,
sorghum). leguminous plants(beans, soyabeanwhich
wasintroduced recently, oilseeds,voandzoulbambara
nuts). andoil-producing plants (groundnut).

Otherfoodcropsproducedin the region are roots and
tubers (cassava. sweet potatoes). Animal breeding
involves mainly cattle, sheep. goats and poultry. In
Mauritania, fish is a particularlyimportantexportprod­
uct. The main export crops in some of the countries
(Ghana. Coted'ivoire,Liberia, Nigeria,etc.) arecocoa,
coffee. andrubber. Somecountriesalsoexportforestry
products liketimber. CottonisexportedbyCOted'ivoire.
Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo and Benin.

. .,

The following'measures have been taken to increase
agriculturaloutputinthe region:increaseduseof inputs
(f~rtilisers, pesticides and high-yielding varieties that
are pest, disease and drought-resistant) and. to a
lesser extent, mechanisation and irrigation. Other
measures include reform of theagriculturallandtenure
systems, forexample, throughfarmsettlementschemes
(Nigeria), hugeprojects financedby the State suchas
theOffice duNigerprojectinMali.agriculturalcoopera­
tive (Mali and Nigeria), State-owned farms (Ghana),
the development of river basins (Mali. Mauritania,
Senegal), agricultural credit guarantee schemes (Ni­
geria). As a result of the concerns arising from the

.problem of foodsecurity. the Governmentshavebeen
progressively increasing their investments in agricul­
ture.

Despite having made some progress with regard to
agriculturaldevelopment, the 16countriesinthe reg~on

have not been ableto satisfy their food requirements,
theshortfallbeingmadeupformainlyby importsof rice,
flour and wheat. some countries in the Sahel region
also receive emergency food aid during periods of
drought anddesertification. Achievingincreased agri­
cultural production shouldtherefore remainone of the
region's mainpriorities.

III. AGRICUi.TURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES
AND STRATEGIES

One constant preoccupation of the decision-making
authorities in the different regional structures in West
Africa hasbeenthe definitionof an agricultural devel­
opment policyand strategy.

The 16 countries established the Economic Commu­
nityof WestAfrican States"(ECOWAS) in 1975with a
viewto enhancing the region'seconomicperformance
through mutual cooperation. The organistionaimspri-
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marilyto promote cooperation and development in all
sectors 01 theeconomy: agriculture, natural resources,
industry, transport, telecommunications, energy, trade,
money andpaymentmatters, etc.

In 1992, the Headsof StateandGovernment adopted
an agricultural development strategygeared towards
food security, preservation of natural resources and
thegeneration of income. Theseareasof activityWere
extended bytheConference of Ministers of Agriculture
of West and Central African countries which gives
special priorityto the following:

Ensuring food ~ecurity in the following areas:

grains(maize, millet, sorghum, rice)

roots, tubers and plants

cattle and meat

oilseeds (palmoil, groundnut)

stimulants (coffee, cocoa) and other export
crops (rubber)

fruits andvegetables

fishing andfish farming

Reconquering the regional agriCUltural produce
market;

Promoting exports on the international market
through enhanced competitiveness of agricultural
products;

Improving the conditions of storage, procession
and marketing and monitoring the elements of
agricultural strategy (structural adjustment, eco­
nomicand monetary environment).

Aspartof the quest for African integration, the Heads
of StateandGovernment of sevencountries in West
Africa recently adopted the Treatyof the West African
Economic and Monetary Union which reiterates the

I

following agricultural policyobjectives:

a) achieving foodsecurityandasufficient degree
of self-sufficiency within the Union, due ac­
countbeingtaken of the complementarity be­
tween membercountries and their respective

"

comparative advantages.

b) enhancing sustainable agricultural produc­
tivity through improved technical expertise,
development and nationalisation of agricul­
tural research, production sub-sectors, aswell
as the optimal utilisation of factors of produc­
tion,particularly labourand inputs, withaview
to improving the living standards of the rural
dwellers.

c) imprOVing theoperatingconditions of the vari­
ous markets - agricultural produce, livestock
and fisheries - for both producers and con­
sumers.

With regard tothe improvement oftheenvironment, the
Heads of State and Government of the Union have
accorded requisite attention to achieving the setobjec­
tivesof desertification control.

ROLE AND STATUS OF AGRICULTURAL INFOR·
MATION

Effortsbeing made byWestAfricancountries toachieve
their agricultural development objectives are doomed
to failure unlesstheycan ensureaccessto information
and its effective integration in their development strat­
egies.

Itwaswiththis inmindthatprideofplacewasaccorded
inthefourth LomeConvention to information asafactor
inthepromotion of agricultural development withinthe
scope of agricultural cooperation, food security and
rural development.

TheConvention alsounderscores theneedtoboostthe
capabilities ofACPcountries intermsoftheproduction,
acquisition, procession, dissemination and utilisation
of agricultural information. In that perspective, the

~ Lome Convention conferred on the CTA the task of
. providing scientific andtechnicalsupport to ACPcoun­
tries in the formulation of regional programmes in its
areas of competence.

The on-going collaboration between ECOWAS, eTA
and other national and international organisations to
promote the useof information in agricultural develop­
ment of West Africa falls within the framework of the
CTA mandate.

As part of preparations for the formulation of this
strategy, CTAandECOWAS carriedoutbetween1992
and1994, the process of identifying and analysing the
agricultural information requirements of West Africa. A
five-phase approach was adopted in carryingout this
exercise aimed at ascertaining general and specific
needs in the different agricultural sectors.

Stage 1 - prior consultations

Stage 2 - critical survey of the level of information
available to West African countries

Stage 3 - consultations at national level

Stage 4 - regional workshop toexamine conclusions
andrecommendations emanating fromthe
survey a~d
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Stage 5 - constitutionof a Regional Evaluation,Plan­
ning and Monitoring committee (CREPS)
to oversee activities. Prior consultation
among experts in the region took place in
Ede, Netherlands on 5 and 6 February,
1992, at which time the terms of reference'
of the survey were drawn up.

The.critical survey was conducted by specialists from
West Africa between July and September 1992, coor­
dinated by ECOWAS and undertaken in conjunction
with WARDA and the CILSS/Sahellnstitute. Having
evaluated demands of users and information available,
the study surveyed the region's resources and poten­
tial and proposed the broad outlines for a concerted
programme for the compilation 'of information for the
ag~icultural development of West Africa.

Subsequently, the programme was sUbjected to a
critical analysis through national seminars organised in
each country before its consideration at a regional
workshop held in Banjul from 11 to 15 May, 1993.

The Regional Evaluation, Planning and Monitoring
Committee (CREPS/West Africa) set up at the end of
that workshop to oversee activities related to agricul­
tural information, held its first meeting from 7 to 8 r

April, 1994 in Abidjan, Cote d'ivoire.

This Committee is made up of

coordinators responsible for the different
branches of research. training and extension.
and agricultural information and documenta­
tion respectively;

sub-regional, regional and international
organisations, WARDA, ECOWAS, IORC,
CTA, IPD/AOS. CILSS.INSAH, SPAAR;

-, members of the CTA advisory committee for
West Africa and representatives of other inter­
national institutions to whom the development
of scientific and technical information is of
direct relevance.

The task expected .of CREPSlWest Africa is twofold.
One , it must translate the various conclusions and
recommendations into proposals for concrete mea­
sures to be incorporated into an integrated information
programme to drive the agricultural development aspi­
ration of West Africa. At the same time, it must oversee
the programme to fruition within a regional framework,
relying mostly on the resources of the Lome Conven­
tton. Ultimately, CREPS must prove its worth as a
framework for consultation with regard to the initiation
and realisation of agricultural information programmes
at the regional level.
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In the regional survey, the major constraints to agricul­
tural information management in West Africa had been
identified as:

the near-absence of national and/or regional
policies concerning information for agricultural
development or explicit framework for action
with specifically-defined responsibilities; .

inability of national or regional networks to
ensure genuine exchange of experiences;

lack of synchronisation between measures
taken by individual countries and donor agen­
cies;

inadequate foreign currency in some countries
with which to procure scientific and technical
publications;

non-allocation or inadequacyof budgetary pro­
vision for the acquisition of works (works,
collection of specialised literature and regular
subscription to periodicals and reviews):

inadequate access to national and interna­
tional data banks and data bases.

V. INTEGRATED AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION
PROGRAMME

OBJECTIVES:

The programme operates on' the principle of re­
gional integration, and seeks to ensure improved
organisation and management of information for the
agricultural development of the West African region,
based on the priority areas defined and adopted by
ECOWAS and other organisations for regional integra­
tion.

More specifically, the objectives of the programme
seeks to achieve the following aims:

. to enhance the capacity for producing, pro­
cessing and disseminating information;

to make information available to differ.ent
categories of users;

to encourage the use of information as a factor
of development:

to create effective information exchange facili­
ties at the local, national and regional levels.

Geographical spread and target groups.

The programme covers the 16 West African coun-
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tries belonging to ECOWAS. The target groups are
those involved in the agricultural activities enumerated
hereafter:

policy, planning and management;

research;

extension;

training;

production

The programme seeks to set up effective information
systems with an improved data collection, processing
and dissemination capacity for use in the following
major areas;

decision-making in the agricultural manage­
ment planning process; macro-economicdata,
policy and strategy papers and development
plans;

management of institutions based on data on
human, financial and material resources which
are indispensable for budget making and for
monitoring resource utilisation;

project planning and implementation, with spe­
cial emphasisonthe dataoncompletedprojects
which can be used to improve planning meth­
ods, reduce duplication and help disseminate
results achieved through these projects

cataloguing and management of natural and
physical resources using data on natural re­
sources (soils, production statistics) agro-cli­
mate factors (rainfall) conditions affecting ag­
ricultural production (pests) and physical re­
sources (buildings and equipment).

Identified priority actions

creation and development of a data base on
research potential (institutions, researchers,
programmes, research activities)

creation and development of an 1ST data base

training of research workers to edit, publish
and extend scientific material;

production and distribution ofa mUltidisciplinary
agricultural magazine for the region;

training of information managers;

training of agricultural extension trainers

creation and development of a data base on
agricultural training institutions;
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- establishment of a rural radio-television ex-
. change programme;

establishment of a functional literacy ex­
change programme;

establishment of an integrated agricultural
information system;

creation of an enabling environment for the
incorporation of agricultural information Into
national development strategies and the take­
over of information management by the coun­
tries concerned.

Coordination andmonitoring

Coordination of the-programme will be carried out
by ECOWAS, which will be responsible for project
formulation and mobilisation of funds from donor
organisationssuchasthe European Development Fund.
The'regional and national institutions concerned will,
however, be responsible for technical matters, and the
management of the specific areas assigned to them.
Similariy, the international organisations involved will
support ECOWAS, each within its specific area of
competence.

At the regional level, the CREPS will act as an
advisory body to ECOWAS on matters relating to
agricultural information. It will act through national
teams comprising representatives from the various
groups targetep by the programme.

VI. INTERVENTION STRATEGY

The objective of the programme is to pursue re­
gional integration and more efficient information man­
agement. Its formulation and implementation hinge on
the following operational principles:

maximum utilisation of available resources
within the region based on the principle of
complementarity, in order to expand with re­
gional trade. The. combined resources and
expertise of national and regional institutions
and programmes such as WARDA, INSAH
and CORAF are a considerable asset to the
programme.

coordination of information activities at the
national and regional levels through the
CREPS, in its capacity as advisory body to
ECOWAS. This mannerof coordination should
make it possible to harmonize support from
donor agencies operating in this sector, and
turn the programme into a blueprint for present
and future information projects;

adoption of new information management
techniques, with special emphasis on training
and local problems;
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special attention should be paid tothe prob­
lems specific to least developed, interland and
island countries, and to the most poorly­
equipped sectors of activity;

cooperation with institutions, systems and re­
gional and international networks such as
AGRIS/CARIS; ISNARlSPAAR, operating in
this area to facilitate an exchange of informa­
tion expertise and methods.

VII CONCLUSION

The formidable challenge of attaining durable ag­
ricultural development in Africa can be met through the
Implementation of a well-defined information strategy
II) the management of data from different sectors con­
cerned - research training, extension and production.
The measures envisaged in this programme seek to
create and develop a more closely integrated region
and thereby facilitate access to agricultural informa­
tion. The success or failure of the programme will
depend to a large extent on the commitment of the
various national, regional and international partners,
andtnelr genuine desire for cooperation.

DECISION C/DEC.917/94 ON THE ADOPTION AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MASTER PLAN FOR
THE CO-ORDINATION OF DESERTIFICATION
CONTROL PROGRAMMES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining tits compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.4/5/82 on the adoption
of an ECOWAS Regional Agricultural Development
Strategy;

Mindful of Decision A/DEC.215/82on the declara­
tion of the "1983 - 1993 Decade" as the
"Reafforestation Decade";

Aware of the need to co-ordinate desertification
control schemes and strategies in the region;

On the recommendation of the seventeenth
meeting of the Industry, Agriculture and Natural Re­
sources Commission held in Lagos from 14 to 17

. June, 1994;

45

DECIDES

Article 1

The Master Plan for the Co-ordination of Desertifi­
cation Control Programmes within ECOWAS is hereby
adopted.

Article 2

The Executive Secretariat, in collaboration with the
ECOWAS Fund, shall take appropriate measures to
ensure the implementation of the programme.

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each Mem­
ber State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

./F
( /:' j
~-

HON.ROBERTDOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

"'-
DECISION C/DEC. 1017/94 AUTHORIZING THE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO SIGN A COOPERA­
TION AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED NATIONS
CHILDRENS FUND (UNICEF)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Considering the recommendations of the fifth
meeting of the Social and Cultural Affairs Commission
held in Lagos from 25 to 27 May, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The Executive Secretary is hereby authorised to
sign the attached co-operation agreement between
the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) and the United Nations Childrens Fund
(UNICEF).
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Article 2

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY. 1994

Han. Robert DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

THIS AGREEMENT IS MADE

BETWEEN

THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES HEREINAFTER REFERRED
TO AS "ECOWAS", WITH HEADQUARTERS
AT 6, KING GEORGE V ROAD, P.M.B.12745,

LAGOS

of the one part,

AND

THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND
HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS "UNICEF",

WITH HEADQUARTERS AT 3, UN PLAZA
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

of the other part.

Whereas the final objective of ECOWAS is to
raise the standard of living of the peoples of
West Africa and contribute towards the progress
and development of the continent by promoting
programmes. projects and activities. especially
in the areas of agriculture. education and health;

Whereas the greater portion of UNICEF's
activities is devoted to ensuring the welfare of
children and women;
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Whereas the objectives of UNICEF are child
survival. protection and development:

Considering the intermediate and the end-of­
decade objectives defined at the International
Conference on Assistance to the African Child:

Considering that, in order to attain these objec­
tives UNICEF accords primacy to programmes
in the areas of primary health care, formal and
informal education, water supply, sanitation,
environmental hygiene and establishment of
income-generating activities for women;

Recalling and Desiring to implement the OAU
Resolution for action on the Decade for the
Survival, Protection and Development of the
African Child:

Bearing in mind the fundamental principles of
ECOWAS:

Further bearing in mind the Universal Declara­
tion on Nutrition and the Plan of 'Action of the
International Conference on Nutrition held in
Rome in 1992:

Aware of the fact that lasting development must
have, as its focus. human development:

Aware of the need to improve nutrition, health
and basic education of vulnerable sections of
the population in ECOWAS Member States:

Deploring the inadequate access of vulnerable
population groups to essential elements of nutri­
tional well-being:

Convinced of the need to incorporate a ~I
and human dimension into the regional integra­
tion process among ECOWAS Member States;

Convinced that co-operation between the par­
ties hereto will serve their purpose more ad­
equately and render their respective activities
more beneficial to ECOWAS Member States:

Now therefore. the parties hereto mutually
agree as follows:-

DEFINITIONS:

Article 1

"Agreement" means this framework co-opera­
tion agreementbetween ECOWASand UNICEF.

"ECOWAS" means the Economic Community
of West African States.

"Community" means the Economic Community
of West African States.
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"Member State" or "Member States" means a
MemberState or Member States of the Commu­
nity.

"ICAAC" means the International Conference
on Assistance to African Children.

"UNICEF" means the United Nations Children's
Fund.

"WCARO" means the West and Central African
Regional Office.

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES:

Article 2

In pursuit of the objectives set out in the explanatory
memorandum, the parties to this Agreement pledge
their commitment to the following fundamental prin­
ciples:

(i) .Establishment of an enabling environment
capable of enhancing sustainable social and
human development.

(ii) Achievement of the objectives enunciated at
the World Summit for Children.

OBJECTIVE

Article 3

The purpose of this Agreement is to:-.-. ,

(i) establish a forum for co-operation;

(ii) facilitate co-operation between the contracting
parties in the promotion of maternal and child
welfare and in the improvement of the living
conditions of vulnerable population groups;

(iii) assist governments and the citizens of
ECOWAS Member States to improve the qual­
ity and expand the scope of their maternal and
child health services.

AREA OF CO-OPERATION

Article 4

The parties to this Agreement agree to co-operate
towards the attainment of the objectives set by ICMe
in the following spheres of activity:-

(i) Support measures aimed at:-

reducing the infant and child mortality
rate; .

reducing the rate of maternal mortality;

widening the coverage for children and
women through a minimum agenda for
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action (Expanded Programme on
Immunisation Against Diphtheria, Whoop­
ing Cough, Tetanus. Poliomyelitis and
Tuberculosis; immunisation against
measles; Oral Rehydration Therapy).

Eliminating micronutriment deficiencies;

reducing malnutrition;

encouraging breast-feeding;

increasing the percentage of children, par­
ticularly girls, attending school.

(ii) Identification, preparation and appraisal of
development projects and sectoral
programmes sponsored by each party and
benefitting mainly children and women and
covering priority areas such as: primary health
care, health and nutritional education, environ­
mental sanitation, formal and non-formal edu­
cation, population, water supply to rural and
peri-urban areas, drainage, income-generat­
ing activities for women, production and distri­
bution of essential drugs.

(iii) Technical assistance in the implementation of
programmes and projects sponsored by the
Community and nationals in the aforemen­
tioned areas;

(iv) Assistance to Member States in the prepara­
tion of National Programmes of Action (NPA)
forchild survival protection and development;

(v) Assistance towards the establishment and
upgrading of permanent primary health care
systems and social services;

(vi) Assistance to Member States towards a re­
view of educational and non-educational
prcqrammes:

(vii) Supervision of on-going projects and
programmes and post-completion evaluation
of complementary projects and programmes
financed by either party;

(viii) Assistance to any regional strategy designed
to improve the nutritional, health and educa­
tional status of vulnerable groups such as
infants, children, expectant and nursing
mothers.

(ix) Preparation of studies in Member States onthe
condition of children, women and vulnerable
groups in general;

(x) Organisation of training seminars, workshops
and symposia on issues of common interest;

(Xi) Exchange of experience and information on
structural adjustment in Member States and
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analysis of the impactof structural adjustment
on vulnerable groups;preparation and imple­
mentation of economic reform and poverty
alleviation programmes;

(xii) Assistance in the formulation andfinancing of
national capacity building programmes in the
aforementioned areas.

Article 5

An agreement on other activities may be con­
cluded betweenthe parties whenever necesary pro­
vided they fall within the scopeof this Agreement.

Article 6

Theconditions forthestudypreparation andforthe
financing and implementation of programmes in the
various areas of cooperation shall be determined by
UNICEF and the Community on the basis of each
programme or under a common annual or bi-annual
programme of action.

CONSULTATIONS AND EXCHANGE OF
INFORMATION

Article 7

The parties to this Agreement agreeto exchange
information and to consult each other on matters of
common interest.

For this purpose, they undertake to:-

(i) exchange information on a regular basis, on
their sectoral priorities and on the various
decisionsconcerning thepolicyof their institu­
tions;

(ii) to communicate to each other their periodic
programme of activity;

(iii) to communicate to each other, on request,
projectsunderconsideration which maybe of
interestto them.

Article 8

The parties shall consulteachotheron matters of
common interest which, in their opinion, may foster
fruitful co-operation.

Article 9

Consultations andexchange of information ordocu­
mentation asprovidedfor inthepreceding articles shall
be undertaken withoutprejudice to any measures that
each party may be required to adopt to safeguard the
confidentiality of certain documents or information.
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Article 10

Exchange of information shallbecarriedoutthrough
the UNICEF office in Lagos, the Regional Office
(WCARO) or anyotherchanneldecidedof a common
accord by the parties.

Article 11

Theparties to this Agreement shall convene meet­
ingsat intervals to be decidedby themfor the purpose
of:-

(i) assessing the status of projects being imple­
. mented under this Agreement.

(ii) planning envisaged projects.

Article 12

Each party undertakes to invite the other as an
observer to meetings or conferences under its aus­
pices, if the latterdeemsthat such meetingsor confer­
ences are of relevance to it.

Article 13

Invitations in this regard shall be submitted in
accordance with the normal procedural arrangement
adopted for such meetings or conferences.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT:

Article 14

The Executive Secretary of ECOWAS and the Ex­
ecutive Director of UNICEF shall take all necessary
measures to ensure the implementation of this
Agreement.

Article 15

ECOWAS undertakes to inform all MemberStates
and all relevant international organisations of this
Agreement.

Article 16

UNICEF undertakes to informall its representatives
in ECOWAS Member States and all relevant
organisations of this Agreem.ent.

Article 17

Expenses incurred in respectof any actiVity under­
takenunderthisAgreement shallbebornebyoneorby
both parties in accordance with an agreement prevt­
ously concluded between them with regard to the
activity concerned.
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DURATION:

Official journal of I:COWAS

Article 21

Vol. 27

Article 18

This Agreement shall be for an indefinite period.

Each party may, however, terminate this Agree­
mentat any time by giving six months noticeinwriting
to the other party.

Article 19

In the eventof a breachof the Agreement by either
of the parties, measures shall be takento ensure that
suchadecisiondoes notcompromise the implementa­
tion of any activity under this Agreement.

GNERAL PROVISIONS

Article 20

, Anyrequest madeor grantedunder this Agreement
shall be in writing.

Suchrequests shallbedeemedvalidorgrantedonly
when is delivered by hand, registered mail, telex,
telegrams orby cableto the addresses specifiedhere­
underor to any other addressas may be indicated by
the parties:

(i) For ECOWAS:

Postal address: 6, King George V Road,
P.M.B. 12745,
LAGOS.

Telephone No. (234) -1 - 2636692/(234)-1
2600720 - 9/(234) -1 - 2600860 - 9

Fax No. (234)-1-2600869/(234)-1-2637675
Telex No. 22633,23749 ECOWAS NIGERIA

Underthe termsof this Agreement and,by common
consent, the Contracting Parties shall be free to:

(i) includeadditional provisions intheAgreement:

(ii) submit proposals for the amendment of the
provisionsof the Agreement.

ENTRYINTO FORCE

Article 22

(ii) For UNICEF:

Postal address:
Telephone No.:
Fax No.
Telex No.

3, UN Plaza New York, NEW YORK
(212) 3267000
(212) 8887465
7607848

This Agreement shall enter intoforce uponsignature by the Executive Directorof UNICEFandthe Executive
Secretary of ECOWAS. .

IN FAITHWHEREOFTHE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF UNICEF, OF THE ONE PART, AND THE EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY OF ECOWAS, OF THE OTHER PART, HAVE SIGNED THIS AGREEMENT.

DONE AT LAGOS, THIS 1ST DAY OF DEC., 1994 IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE FRENCH AND ENGL,ISH
LANGUAGES, BOTH TEXTS BEING EaUALLY AUTHENTIC.

FORTHE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF
WEST AFRICAN STATES

MR. EDOUARD BENJAMIN
Executive Secretary
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FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
CHILDREN'S FUND

MRS. TORILD SKARD
Regional Director
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DECISION C/DEC. 11"/94 AUTHORIZING THE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO SIGN A COOPERA­
TION AGREEMENT BETWEEN ECOWAS AND
CLAIR RESOURCE LIMITED

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the Treaty of the Economic
Community of West African States establishing the
Council of Ministers and defining its composition and
functions;

Mindful of Recommendation AlREC.1/5/83 relat­
ing to the mobilisation of the different sections of the
population in the integration process;

Recognising that culture is a major contributory
factor to social and economic development;

Aware that intensifying international cultural coop­
eration can reinforce peace and contribute to greater
understanding among peoples;

Desirous of developing links between Africa and
the black diaspora, particularlythe Afro-American com­
munity;

Considering that the organisation of a festival of
Negro-African arts and culture in the United States will
contribute to the promotion of culture and open up new
markets for African cultural industries;

On the recommendation of the fifth meeting of the
Social and Cultural Affairs Commission held in Lagos
from 25 to 27 May, 1994;

DECIDES

Article 1

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary is hereby
authorised to sign the attached cooperation agreement
between Clair Resource Limited, and the Economic
Community of West African States relating to the Or­
ganisation of "FESTAC 95" in the United States of
America.

Article 2

This Decision shall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
Member State.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

e·.,/_ .. :",,:' .

~-
Hon. Robert DOSSOU

CHAIRMAN
FOR COUNCIL
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BILATERAL AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)

AND

CLAIR RESOURCE LTO.

FOR THE PROMOTION/STAGING OF THE BLACK
AND AFRICAN FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND CUL­

TURE IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN
1995 (FEST AC '95 USA)

This agreement made this day of 19 .

BETWEEN

The ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN
STATES hereinafter referred to as "ECOWAS" having
its Head Office at No 6, King George V Road, P.M.B.
12745, Lagos and their successors-in-title and assigns
of the one part.

AND

CLAIR RESOURCE LIMITED, a company incorpo­
rated in Nigeria and having its registered office at
UNIVERSAL FITNESS CENTER PLACE, ONE PAL­
ACE DRIVE, FEDERAL PALACE HOTEL.: COMPLEX,
P.O. BOX 72414, VICTORIA ISLAND, LAGOS,
NIGERIA hereinafter referred to as "THE PRO­
MOTER" and their successors-ln-tltle and assigns of
the other part.

WHEREAS:

"ECOWAS" is desirous of projecting and promoting the
culture, image and the international understanding of
the people of West Africa in particular and the Black
and African People around the world;

"THE PROMOTER" is desirous. able and willing to
organise, stage, manage and promote solely, the
FESTAC '95 USA show;

liTHE PROMOTER" was introduced to ECOWAS by a
letter dated 19 May, 1994 from the Federal Ministry of
Culture of the Federal Republic of Nigeria;

liTHE PROMOTER" has offered to arrange the financ­
ing, staging venue. material(s), equipment, communi-
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cation, medical care, accommodation, transportation
for all the participating countries, agencies,
organisations and individuals to the FESTAC '95 USA.

The staging of the FESTAC '95 USA hereinafter re­
ferred to as "THE SHOW" is the sole responsibility
financially and otherwise of liTHE PROMOTER".

NOW IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

ROLE OF THE PROMOTER

1. The Promoter shall ensure that the quality of all
works and The Show conform to the highest inter­
national standard.

2.. The Promoter shall in all cases and under all
circumstances conform and behave in a manner
befitting the international status of ECOWAS. The
Promoter shall in all cases ensure that the interna­
tional status and high esteem of ECOWAS is not
brought to disrepute.

3. The Promoter shall be responsible for all costs,
taxes, losses, fees, liabilities and risks of The
Show.

4. The Promoter shall solely arrange the necessary
personnel, equipment, materials, financing, ven­
ues for the show, accommodation, local transpor­
tation, communication, accreditation, awards and
staging of The Show.

5. The Promoter shall pay ECOWAS 2% of the profit
from staging and organising The Show.

6. The Promoter shall retain all revenues and profit
from The Show except the 2% for ECOWAS and
30/0 due to the OAU.

7. The Promoter shall solely negotiate and own the
TV/film/video rights, sponsorships, advertisements,
etc. regarding The Show. ECOWAS shall have the
right to use such TV/film/video free of charge, and
without written authorisation of the Promoter.

8. The Promoter shall provide ECOWAS with a rep­
resentative set of photo albums, and video of The
Show.

9. The Promoter shall provide first class escorts and
transportation for all Heads of State and top Gov­
ernment officials as well as officials of ECOWAS
attending The Show.

10. The Promoter shall provide all accredited officials
of "ECOWAS" with complimentary tickets to The
Show.
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11. The Promoter shall ensure that excellent security
is provided at all venues for The Show and resi­
dents of participants and dignitaries.

12. The Promoter shall exercise all reasonable skill,
care and diligence and shall refrain from any dis­
semination or publication which might prejudice
the confidentiality and major interestsof ECOWAS.

13. The Promoter shall at its own expense attend all
meetings convened by ECOWAS in preparation of
The Show.

14. The Promoter undertakes to respect the confiden­
tialityof all facts, knowledge, information, docu­
ments and other matters communicated to it or
which came into its possession in the performance
of this Contract.

15. The Promoter shall ensure proper disengagement
of all facilities after "The Show".

Article 2

ROLE OF ECOWAS

1. To inform all member countries regarding this
agreement and THE SHOW.

2. To inform all relevant international organisations of
.this agreement and THE SHOW.

3. To provide "The Promoter" all necessary and avail­
able information to facilitate the staging and
organising of THE SHOW.

4. To provide moral and diplomatic support and not
deny same to "The Promoter" in the staging and
organising of THE SHOW.

5. Not to go into any arrangement or agreement with
any person(s), states, organisation(s) or commu­
nities regarding the staging and organising of THE
SHOW.

6. To provide liTHE PROMOTER" with the list of all
member countries and officials as well as cultural/
art groups/organisations.

7. ECOWAS shall not have any financial obligations
for liTHE SHOW".

8. To recommend "THE PROMOTER" to the OAU
regarding the show and assist the Promoter in
securing a master agreement with the OAU to
stage the show.

Article 3

LIABILITY

1. ECOWAS shall not be liable for any loss, damage
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or injury (including sickness or death) of any nature
to any person or property. whether folal or partial
and however arising in or in connection with. or
resulting from the pertormance of this Agreement.

2. The Promoter hereby indemnities ECO WAS
against. all costs , claims actions, liabilities and
demands arising from any loss, damage or injury
made against it by any person or anybody.

ArtIcle 4

PREMATURE TERMINATION

In view of lhe magnitude and the level of financial
involvementotthis project, the Promoter and ECOWAS
shall ensure that the provis ions of this Agreement are
faithfully carried out to completion: PROVIDED HOW­
EVER that ECOWAS shall have the right to prema­
turely terminate it if its reputat ion is for any reasons
whatsoever, being put to disrepute by any act of The
Promoter.

Arti cle 5

GOVERNING LAW AND SETILEMENT OF
DISPUTES

1. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of
the Federal Repub lic ot Nigeria.

2. Any dispute, controve rsy, claim or differences of
opinion arising between the parties hereto, as to
any matter or thing arising out of or relating to this
agreement or any provision hereof shall be amica­
bly and mutually settled by bofh parties.

.,'

.....

..,....

........ '
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Art icle 6

FORCE MAJEURE

1. Either party shall notify the other immediately in
wilting In the event of any case of force majeure
which prevents it from pertorming any of the terms
of this Agreement.

2. By force majeure is meant any event outside the
control of the party which prevents the normal
pertormance of the terms of this Agreement.

3. In cases of force majeure as defined above, this
Agreementmaybeamended,extended, suspended
or terminated wholly or in part by mutual agree­
ment of the part ies.

Art icle 7

INTERPRETATION

1. This Agreement and the Letter of Indemnity dated
19 May 1994 titled "FESTAC 1995: Private Stag­
ing/Promotion of next Black and African Festival of
Arts and Culture in USA", addressed to ECOWAS
Secretariat represents the entire understanding
between the parties in relation to the matters dealt
with therein.

2. Words denoting the singular number includes the
plural and vice versa.

3. The heading in this Agreement is inserted tor
convenience only and shall not affect the construc­
tion hereof.
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"Tn\s "greement maybe amended by a supplementary agreement duly signed by both parties.

Article 9

NOTICES

Any notice required to be given pursuant to this Agreement shall be in writingand may be given by delivering
thesame by handat,orbysending thesame byrecorded mall, telex ,telegram orcablet~ theaddress setoutabove
or suchotheraddress aseitl1er partymaynotify to theotherfromtime to time. Anysuch notice given as aforesaid
shall bedeemedto have been givenor received atthetimeofdelivery (if delivered byhandthefirstworking dayafter
the date of sending andif sentby telex, telegram or cable) and fivedaysafterposting (if sentby post).

IN WITNESS WHEREOF PARTIES HERETO HAVE CAUSED THEIR RESPECTIVE COMMON SEALSTO BE
HEREUNTO AFFIXED THE DAYAND YEAR FIRST ABOVE WRITTEN.

THECOMMON SEAL OFTHEECONOMIC COMMUNITY OFWEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) washereto
affixed in the presence of:-

........................................................................................
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

NAME .

TITLE ............................................................................

DATE ..........................................................................

. .
WITNESS

. :- .

NAME . ,. . '•.............••.• ~ :.;..!~;~ ;,.."' ,..-:.-..; •.•••.•••••..•••••...

TITLE . ~..:..; .

DATE . .

THECOMMON SEALOF CLAIR RESOURCE LIMITED washereto affixed in the presence of:-

........................................................................................
CHAIRMAN CLAIR RESOURCE LTD

NAME .

TITLE ..........................................................................

DATE ...........................................................................
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. .
WITNESS

NAME .................................................................

TITLE . ,

DATE .............................................................,
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DECISIONC/DEC.12n/94 APPROVING THE CERTI­
FIED ACCOUNTS OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRE­
TARIAT FOR THE 1992 FINANCIAL YEAR

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindfulof Article 6 of the ECOWASTreaty estab­
lishingthe Councilof Ministersanddefining itscompo­
sition and functions;

Mindfulof Article 10 of the ECOWASTreaty relat­
ing to the External Auditor;

Mindful of Financial Regulations and Manual of
Accounting Procedure of the Institutionsof ECOWAS
adopted in Lome on 30 November, 1989;

"Mindful of Authority Decision AJDEC.3/7/92 dated
29July, 1992onthe appointmentof the firm ofAkintola
Williams & Company as External Auditors to the
Community;

Havingexaminedthe reportof the ExternalAuditor,
and

Onthe recommendation of the fourteenthmeeting
of the Administration and FinanceCommission heldin
Abuja from 19 to 22 July, 1994.

DECIDES

Article 1

The auditedAccountsof the ExecutiveSecretariat
for the 1992 Financial Year are hereby approved.

Article 2

This Decisionshall enter into force upon signature
and shall be published in the Official Journal of the
Community and in the National Gazette of each
MemberState.

DONEAT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

,(f:­
~

HON.ROBERTDOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL
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DECISION C/DEC.13n/94 REVIEWING THE COEF­
FICIENTS OF CONTRIBUTIONS BY MEMBER
STATES TO THE BUDGET OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindfulof Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishingtheCouncilof Ministersanddefining itscompo­
sition and functions;

Mindfulof the provisionsof paragraph4 Article2of
the Protocol relating to the contributions by Member
States to the budget of the Economic Community of
West African States which stipulates that the coeffI­
cients used to determine the contributions of Member
States shallbe reviewedby Council every three years;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.8/5/90 dated 30 May,
1990reviewing the contributions of Member States to
the budgets of the Economic Community of West
AfricanStates;

Mindful of Supplementary Protocol AlSP1n193
amending Article 1 of the Protocol relating to the
contributions by Member States to the budget of the
Economic Communityof WestAfricanStates,signedin
Cotonou on 24th July, 1993;

Considering that the last review of the coefficients
of contributions by MemberStates to the budget of the
Economic Community of West African States was
conducted over three years ago;

Mindfulof its decision contained in paragraphs20
and 21 of the Final Communique ECW/HSGlXVIn/
Rev.1 of theSixteenth Ordinary Sessionof the Author­
ityof HeadsofStateandGovernmentwhich authorised
and directed the Council of Ministers to review the
coefficients of contributions, and the revised formula
shouldenter into force on 1 January, 1994;

On the recommendation of the twelfth meeting of
the Administration and Finance Commission in Abuja .
from 2 to 9 December, 1993;

DECIDES

Article 1

The coefficients for the determination of the
contributions of Member States to the budget of the
Community is hereby adopted:
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COUNTRY Coefficient From
1st January 1994

1. BENIN 4,77

2. BURKINA FASO 4,01

3. CAPEVERDE ,3,71

4. COTED'IVOIRE 9,91

5. THE GAMBIA 2,79

6. GHANA 7,42

7. GUINEA 5,20

8. GUINEABISSAU 3,53

9. LIBERIA 4,43

10. MALI 3,96

11. MAURITANIA 5,10

12. NIGER 4,16

13. NIGERIA 28,15

14. SENEGAL 6,26

15. SIERRALEONE 2,30

16. TOGO 4,30

ECOWAS 100,00

~.. .
:~~"~

Altlele 2

The coefficients adopteii;t"der Article 1 of this
Decision takes effect from 1 January, 1994.

Altlcle 3

This Decision shall be published in the Official
Journal of the Community and inthe National Gazette
of eachMemberState.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OFJULY, 1994

d£:
HON.RQBERT DOSSOU

CHAIRMAN
FOR COUNCIL
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RESOLUTION C/RES.117/94 RELATING TO THE
CONVENTION ON EXTRADITION

THECOUNCIL OF MINISTERS

MindfUl of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing theCouncil of Ministers anddefiningitscompo­
sition andfunctions;

Mindful of paragraph 2(d)of Article 3 of theTreaty
urging Member Statesto proceed, by stages, towards
thetotal elimination of obstacles to free movement of
persons, the right of residence and establishment;

Mindful of Protocol A1P1/5179 of 29 May, 1979 on
Free Movement of Persons, the Right of Residence
andEstablishment;

Considering thescope andrapidincrease incrimi­
nalactivities withinthe region;

Aware that effective implementation of the Proto­
colon Free Movement of Persons, Rightof Residence
and Establishment may facilitate easier movement
across the frontiers of Member States of persons
wanted for their criminal activities;

Resolved to foil attempts by criminals to seek
refuge anywhere withinthe territoryof the Community
in orderto evade prosecution or servingof a criminal
sentence;

On the recommendation of the third meeting of
ECOWAS Ministers ofJustice heldinLagosfrom24to
26 April, 1994; .

PROPOSES TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADSOF
STATEAND GOVERNMENT

To approve and adopt the ECOWAS Convention
on Extradition.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAYOF JULY, 1994

HON.ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FORCOUNCIL



JUly/August, 1994 Official Journal of ECOWAS Vol. 27

RESOLUTION C/RES.2n/94 RELATING TO THE
PROTOCOL ON THE COMMUNITY PARLIAMENT

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the Treatyof the Economic
Community of WestAfrican Statesestablishing the
Council of Ministers and definingits composition and
functions;

Considering that a regional Parliament consti­
tutesa privileged forumfor dialogue andconsultation
where the peoplesof West Africa can express, more
effectively, their preoccupation through their repre­
sentatives;

Considering also the needto spacltythe
organisation, duties, powersand modeof operation
of the West African Parliament in orderto enable it
play its roleeffectively;

On the recommendation of the third meeting of
ECOWAS Ministers of Justice,held in Lagos from 24
to 26April, 1994;

PROPOSES TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF
STATE AND GOVERNMENT

To approve and adoptthe Protocol relating to
the Community Parliament

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAYOF JULV, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.3n/94 RELATING TO rHE
HARMONISATION OF MACRO-ECONOMIC POLI­
CIES OF MEMBER STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing theCouncil of Ministers anddefining itscompo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of the Authority Decision AlDEC2I7/87
relating to the adoption of the ECOWAS Monetary
Cooperation Programme whose objective is the cre­
ation of a singlemonetary zone;
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Aware of the limited success of the individual
national economic reform and structural adjustment
measures due, among other things, to the failure to
take account of the policies of other countries of the
region;

Convinced of the need for the harmonisation of
economic andfinancial policiesof MemberStatesasa
means for enhancing the economic development and
integration of the WestAfrican region;

Onthe recommendation of the secondsession of
the ECOWAS Consultative Forum of Ministers of Fi­
nance andPlanning andGovernorsof CentralBanksof
ECOWAS States heldon 24 July, 1994

PROPOSES

totheAuthority of Headsof StateandGovernment
to approve and adopt the ~ecisioh relating to the
harmonisation of macro-economic policiesof Member
States.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAYOF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FORCOUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.4n/94 ON THE ACCELERA­
TION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MON­
ETARY COOPERATION PROGRAMME

THE COUNCIL OFMINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treatyestab­
lishing theCouncil of Ministers anddefiningitscompo­
sition andfunctions;

Recalling its Decision AlDEC.217/87 relating to the
adoption of an ECOWAS monetary cooperation pro­
gramme, with the objectiveof creating a single mon­
etaryzone in WestAfrica;

Recalling further its Decision AlDEC.SnI92 relat­
ingto the adoption of the MinimumAgendafor Action
(1992/93) onthefreemovement ofpersonsandgoods;

Anxious toavoid theadoption by MemberStatesof
national economic and financial measures which ad­
versely affectcountries of the region;
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Desirous of increasing the use and acceptability of
national currencies in order to achieve regional cur­
rency convertibility;

Hereby PROPOSES to the Authority of Heads ot
State and Government to approve the Decision on the
acceleration of the implementation of the ECOWAS
Monetary Cooperation Programme.

DONE AT ABUJA. THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY. 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION CIRES.517/94 ON THE COMMUNITY
PROGRAMME ON ROAD SAFETY AND ROAD AC­
CIDENT PREVENTION IN ECOWAS MEMBER
STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.2/5/81 on the
harmonisation of highway legislations within the Com­
munity;

Mindful of the provisions of Articles 8 and 10 of
Convention A/P2/5/82 regulating Inter-State Road
Transportation in ECOWAS;

Mindful of Directive C/DIR.117192 on the prepara­
tion of a Community Programme on Road Safety and
Road Accident Prevention;

Mindful of Resolution C/RES.817/92 onthe setting­
up of national road safety bodies in ECOWAS Member
States;

Considering the rapid increase in road accidents in
Member States and the attendant high costs;

Considering the satisfactory results recorded by
Member States which have set up national road safety
commissions;

Desiring to minimise the number and cost of acci­
dents as well as the hardships experienced by road
users;
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On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy Com­
mission. held in Lagos from 7to 10 June, 1994;

PROPOSES

to the Authority of Heads of State and Government
to adopt the Decision on the Community Programme
on Road Safety and Road Accident Prevention in
ECOWAS Member States.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.617/94 ON THE ESTABLISH·
MENTOF A NATIONAL MONITORING COMMITTEE
FOR THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ECOWAS DECISIONS AND PROTOCOLS ON
TRANSPORT

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Protocol A/P1/5179 relating to free move­
ment of persons and goods. right of residence and
establishment;

Mindful of Decision A/DEC.215/81 relating to the
harmonisation of highway legislations in the Commu­
nity;

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Protocol AlP1/
5/82on the establishment of an ECOWAS Brown Card
relating to Motor Vehicle Third Party Liability Insur­
ance;

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Convention AI
P2I5/82 relating to Inter-State Road Transportation
between ECOWAS Member States and Convention AI
P4/5/82 relating to Inter State Road Transit of goods.

Considering the rapid proliferation of checkpoints
along international highways. which hinders the move­
ment of persons and goods between Member States:

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
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of the Transport, Communications and Energy Com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June. 1994;

PROPOSES TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF
STATE AND GOVERNMENT

to adopt the Decision relating to the establishment
of a national monitoring committee for the effective
implementation of ECOWAS Decisions and Protocols
on Transport.

DONE AT ABUJA,THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY. 1994

HON. ROBERT uOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.7n/94 ON THE CONCLUSION
OF A MULTILATERAL AIR TRANSPORT AGREE­
MENT BETWEEN ECOWAS MEMBER STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of the provisions of Article 44 of the
ECOWAS Treaty relating to air transport;

Mindfulof Decision AlDEC .20/5/80onthe ECOWAS
Transport Programme;

Considering the Declaration on a New African
Aeronautical Policy signed by African Ministers of Civil
Aviation at Yamoussoukro on 7 October, 1988;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy Com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994;

REQUESTS

Member States to sign a multilateral air transport
agreement between them in order to facilitate the grant
of traffic rights.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON.ROBERTDOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL
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RESOLUTION C/RES.an/94 ON THE APPLICA­
TION OF ARTICLE 4 OF PROTOCOL AlP2/5/82 ON
MAXIMUM AXLE LOAD OF 11'5 TONNES FOR
VEHICLES AUTHORIZED TO CARRY OUT INTER­
STATE ROAD TRANSPORTATION

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and definmg its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of the provisions of Article 4 of Protocol AI
P2/5/82which stipulate that the maximum axle load for
the various types of vehicles authorised to carry out
inter-state road transportation shall not exceed 11'5
tonnes;

Aware that the aim of the said Article 4 of the said
Protocol is to ensure compliance with the standardised
maximum axle load in the region;

Mindful of Resolution C/RES.5/5/90 on axle load;

Mindful of Resolution C/RES.7n/92 on the estab­
lishment of weigh bridges to ensure compliance with
the maximum permissible axle load of 11'5 tonnes;

Desiring to ensure balanced development and
effective integration of intra-Community land transport
infrastructure;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meet­
ing of the Transport, Communications and Energy
Commission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994;

RequestsMemberStates to submit to the ECOWAS
Executive Secretariat a report on the implications of
implementing Resolution C/RES.5/5/90 relating to the
maximum axle load;

Authorises the Executive Secretariat to conduct,
with the technical assistance of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa, a study on the oper­
ating costs of vehicles in order to determine the tariff
implications of implementing the Resolution;

DONE AT ABUJA. THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL
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RESOLUTION C/RES.917/94 ON THE ADOPTION
OF THE ECOWAS INDUSTRIAL MASTER PLAN

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Decision C/DEC.2111/86 adopting the
industrial development programme (1987 -1991).

Mindful of Decision C/DEC.6//6/89 on the adoption
of the terms of reference of the study forthe preparation
of an ECOWAS Industrial Master Plan;

Considering the importance of an industrial master
plan to balanced industrial development in the region;

On the recommendation of the seventeenth meet­
ing of the Industry, Agriculture and Natural Resources
Commission, held in Lagos from 14 to 17 June, 1994;

PROPOSES

to the Authority of Heads of State and Government
to adopt the ECOWAS Industrial Master Plan.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.10/7/94 ON THE GRANTING
OF OBSERVER STATUS TO THE AFRICAN GROUP
ON INTERNATIONAL ROAD SAFETY (AGIRS)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Protocol NP1/5179 on Free Movement
of Persons. Right of Residence and Establishment;
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Mindful of the relevant provisions of Article 1 of
Decision NDEC.215/81 on the harmonisation of high­
way legislations within the Community and the
organisation of road safety:

Mindful of the relevant provisions of Protocol NP1/
5/82 establishing the ECOWAS Brown Card relating to
Motor Vehicle Third Party Liability Insurance:

Desiring to reduce the rate of road accidents and to
save the lives of road users;

On the recommendation of the thirty-sixth meeting
of the Transport, Communications and Energy Com­
mission held in Lagos from 7 to 10 June, 1994:

PROPOSES TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF
STATE AND GOVERNMENT

to adopt the Decision on the granting of observer
status within the Community Institutions to the.African
Group on International Road Safety (AGIRS).

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.1117/94 ON THE GRANTING
OF THE STATUS OF OBSERVER TO THE INTER­
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSUMER UNIONS/'
PROGRAMME FOR WEST AFRICA (IOCUlIEPWA)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Recommendation NREC.1/3/83 relat­
ing to the mobilisation of the different sections of the
population in the integration process;
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Conscious of the need to involve the entire popu­
lation in the building of the Community;

Convinced that the Community stands to benefit
from actions taken to protect, inform and educate
consumers in the region;

On the recommendation of the fifth meeting of the
Social and Cultural Affairs Commission held in Lagos
from 25 to 27 May, 1994;

PROPOSES

to the Authority of Heads of State and Government
to adopt the Decision granting observer status to the
International Association of Consumer Unions/Pro­
gramme for West Africa (IOCU/IEPWA)

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.12n/94 ON THE REGULA­
TIONS FOR THE GRANTING TO NON-GOVERN­
MENTAL ORGANISATIONS THE STATUS OF
OBSERVER WITHIN THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE
COMMUNITY

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Article 2 of the Treaty relating to the aims
and objectives of the Community;

Having regard to Recommendation AlREC.1 /5/83
of the Authority of Heads of State and Government
.relating to the mobilisation of the different sections of
the population in the integration process;

Recognisingthat Non-Governmental Organisations
constitutea great percentage (,f the grassroots popula­
tions of the Community and they also command impor­
tant elements of public opinion which the Institutions of
the Community can gainfully harness;
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Recognising also that some Community decisions
have to be implemented either directly or indirectly
by these Non-Governmental Organisations;

Considering that arrangements for consultation
with Non-Governmental Organisations provide an im­
portant means of furthering the aims and objectives of
the Community;

Convinced that the establishment of appropriate
cegulationsto govern the modalities for the granting of
the status of observer will facilitate the effective partici­
pation of Non-Governmental Organistions in the inte­
gration process of the region;

RECOMMENDS

to the Authority of Heads of State and Government
to approve and adopt the Regulations for the granting
to Non-Governmental Organisations the Status of Ob­
serve within the Institutions of the Economic Commu­
nity of West African States.

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

r _

RESOLUTION C/RES.13/7/94 RELATING TO THE
RENEWAL OFTHE TERM OF OFFICE OF AKINTOLA
WILLIAMS AND COMPANY AS THE EXTERNAL
AUDITORS TO THE COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindful of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its compo­
sition and functions;

Mindful of Article 10 of the said Treaty relating to
the appointment of an External Auditor for the Institu­
tions of the Community;

Mindful of Decision AlDEC.3/7/91 relatjng to the
selection and evaluation of the performance of Statu­
tory Appointees of the Community particularly the pro­
visions of Article 1(B) thereof, relating to the renewal of
the term of office of the External Auditor and the
evaluation report;
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Mindful of Decision A/DEC.3n/92 relating to the
appointment of Akintola Williams and Company as
ExternalAuditorsto the Community Institutions;

Considering that the term of office of Akintola
Williams and Companyexpires on 31 July, 1994;

Considering that during its mandate Akintola Wil­
liamsandCompanydischarged itsdutieswithcompe­
tence and efficacy;

Considering that under the provisions of Article
1(B) of Decision A/DEC.3n/91, the mandate of the
External Auditors maybe renewed twiceonlyforaterm
of two years each;

Onthe recommendation of theMinisterial Commit­
tee on the Selection and Evaluation of Statutory Ap­
pointeesheld at Abujaon 25 July, 1994;

PROPOSES

that the Authorityof Headsof State and Govern­
mentadoptsthe Decision relating to the renewal, fora
two-year period, of the term of office of Akintola Wil­
liams and Companyas External Auditors to the Com­
munity Institutions.

DONEAT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OFJULY, 1994

HON. ROBERT DOSSOU
CHAIRMAN

FOR COUNCIL

RESOLUTION C/RES.14nI94 RELATING TO THE
PAYMENT MODALITIES OF FINANCIAL OBLIGA­
TIONS OWED BY MEMBER STATES TO THE
INSTITUTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mindfulof Article6 of the ECOWAS Treaty estab­
lishingthe Councilof Ministers anddefining itscompo­
sition and functions;
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Mindful of the provisions of paragraph3, Article 54
of the ECOWAS Treaty on sanctions to be applied to
Member States inarrears of contributions tothe budget
of the Community;

Mindful of the provisions of the ProtOCOl on contri­
butions of MemberStates to the budget of the Eco­
nomic Community of West African States, particularly
theprovisions of Article 3whichstipulate that contribu­
tions due from Member States shall be paid into the
budget of the Community withinthree monthsfromthe
beginning of the financialyear to which they relate;

Mindful of Resolution A/RES.1/5/90 on sanctions
to be applied to MemberStates in arrearsof contribu­
tions;

Considering the considerable amounts owed by
Member States as arrearsto the budgets of the Com­
munity Institutions;

Concerned by the continued accumulation of such
arrears;

Aware thatthemounting arrearsof contributions of
MemberStates isseriously jeopardising theimplemen­
tationofCommunityprogrammes andthe operationsof
the Community Institutions;

Conscious of the fact that all the foregoing consti­
tute an impediment to the activitiesof the Community
andisgradually causing the CommunityInstitutions to
grindto a virtual standstill.

Onthe recommendation of the fourteenth meeting
oftheAdministration and Finance Commission, held in
Abuja from 19to 22 July, 1994;

PROPOSES TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF
STATE AND GOVERNMENT;

to adopt the Resolution relating to the payment
modalities of financial obligations owed by Member
States to the Institutions of the Community:

DONE AT ABUJA, THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 1994

-erf;v-
HON. ROBERT DOSSOU

CHAIRMAN
FOR COUNCIL

\,
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