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LJEH=EEQNGWIF COMMUNITY OF WEST RFRICAN STATES

REPORT OF THF FIFTH MIPTING OF THE
COUNCIIL OF MINISTIRS
DAKAR, MAY 2 <=4 18 7s :

»

Yo The Fifth Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the
gconomic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)

in Dakar, in the Republic of Senzgai from May 2 - 4, 1979
All the Member States were nresent at the moeting (see
Appendix I}.

2 The Chairman of the Council, Mx. Ousmans SFCK, in his
opening address welcomed once again members to Dakar on
behalf -of the President of the Renubliic, the government and

people of Sencqal (see Rppendiy I3).

e He noted that hiétoric decisions were n@éessary to be
taken at this critical stage of the dovelozrmant of the
Community in a snirit of vnity equally matcired with &2 svirit
of understanding in order to put the Communiiy on its
proper footing. He recalled that at the last Council
Meeting the, priority »roorammes of the Community were
jidentified and approved and that in pursuance of the
execution of these programmes he bad worked in close contact
with the Executive Scoretarv to sec o the extent to which
they have'beep carried out.

_ The Chairman thanked the Executive Secretary for the
dynamism he had used to organise ECOYRS meétinqs even though
the Secretariat was handicanned by shortage of staff. The
Chairman then reiterated that when he visited Laqos to brief
the currént Chairman of the Commuhity, His FExcellency
General Oluscqun OBASAHIO, on the work programme of the
Community and the difficulty facing the orgaznisation on *he
recruitment exercisc he was told to do cverything possible
to see ;hat Members who registered reservation on this
matter withdrew., MHe said he was hanpy to say that Jl.iberia

had withdrawn her recervaticon and thait other Memker States

had watered down their resorvation ou the arprointmont oxercise.

Swecaking bricfly on the anenda for the weeting the

Chairman invited Memhers to focus attcnticon mainly on the 3

report of the Tradc,; Customs Immigration, Monetary and
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Payments Commission and Transport and Telecommunications

Commission.

He then concluded his welcome address by expressing

the hope that the deliberations of the Council would be
acceptable to the Heads of State and Government when .they

meet later this month.

4. The Secretariat was designated Rannorteur for the meeting.

Be ADOPTION OF

AGENDA .

The provisional agenda was slightly amended as follows:-—

A. Revort of the Executive Secretary

B. Consideration of the Report and Recommendation of

Payma2nts Commission.

(1)
(ii)

r(iii)

(iv)

Report of 2 - & hpril, 1979 m=eting in Lagos

Matter relating to the consolidation period

a) Extension of the Provisions of Article 13.2

b) Decision of the Authority on the entry

" into force of the consolidation meriod.

Matters relating to ECOMAS Rules of Origin

a) Rulas and Procedures relating to the
movement of goods within the Community
including harmonised certificates of
Origin, Movement Certificate and Customs

Declaration Forms, with Explanatory Notes.

b) Modification of Articles 1, 11.1' (c) and

1l.2 of the Protocol ralating to
originating nroducts.

¢) Suspension of Articles 11.2, VII, and VIII
of Protocol relating to originating
Products '

d) Extension of the Provisicns of the
Protocol on Re~e2:crtation to cover. goods

of Community Origin.

Matters relating to Free Movement of Persons,

Right of Residenc2 and Tstablishment.
- Draft Protocol on Free Movement of Persons,
Right of Residence and Estallishment.
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Consideration of the Report and Recomnandation of
the Transport, Telecommunications and Energy
Commission A
{1) Report of the 3 - 5 Rpril, 1979 meeting
| in Lagos _ _
(ii) Pronosed Telecommunication Network for

. the Community.

Formulation of Draft hgenda for the Summit of Heads

of State and Governmant.

Consideration of the Report of the TFinancial

Controller.

Consideration of the Report of the FExternal Auditor

Date and VYenue of next meeting

Any other matters.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPCR

The Executive Secretary presonted a resumé of his

Report to the Council; in which he summarised the

activities of the fecretariat since the last meeting of

‘the Council in Ncvember, 1978.

AMENDHEMT TO T¥E REPORT OF FOURTE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

from

(1)

(i1)

MEETING

The followiﬁg amendment was made to the Report of

the Meceting of the Council of Ministers held 1n Dakar

20th to Z1lst Movembher, 1678.

Page 6: Paragravnh 12: The effective date of the
conversion of salaries was amended to read
"This conversion will take effect from 21st
November, 1973" énq not "July 1977" as was
originally reporﬁed, : ot ]
Liberia reguested and it was agreed that her
letter to-the Exacutive Secretary exvressing
reservations on the aprointmenis made by the
Speciai MAppointments Committce be éttnched.as
aw Apvandix to tho Report cf the Council of

liinistiere Mceting held in Dakor in November, 1978,
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(iii) Members again reaffirmed their earlier decision
on the nature of the »narticination of ECOWVAS
Ambassadors accredited to Lagos at ECOWAS
Meetings held cutside Laaos. They felt that the
Executive Sccretary should not have written

N member States to allow their 2mbassaders in Lagos
to attend meetings organised outside Lagos when
Council had decided that the Chairman of ECO¥AS
nmbassadors alone should attend meetings oraanised
outside Lagos. The Chairman then-advised the
Executive Secretary to adhere strictly to the
spirit and letters of the decision of the

Council of Hinisters.

BECOWAS TEDERATION OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE .

The Chairman announcaed the wresence of the -
representative of the ECOYAS Federation of Chamber: of
Commerce as observer and wcndered whether the Council
would want to confer on the Organisation a higher status.
However, the Council decided that for the meantime the
organisation should be accorded observer status. The
Executive Secretary was however requested to look into
the prospect of granting the Federation a higher status

in future.

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TRADE, CUSTOMS,

IMMIGRATION, MONETARY 7IND PAVMENTS CCMMISSION

(i) On .the subject of matters relating to the consoli-
dation period i.e. (é) Extensiop:of the orovisions
of hrticle 13(2) aﬁd (b) Decision of the Ruthority
on the Entry into force of the consolidatién Period

. the Council, after a brief discussion decided that
this matter fell within the exclusive comnetence
of the Authority to make any change as to the
effective date. The Council, however, decided to
‘recommend to the ruthority to make 1lst Jﬁii,r1979
the deadliné for submission of all thie relevant
customs legislations to the Secretariat in-view of
the harmonisation:exercisc currently aoing on
among somé member countries "and the difficulty in
svbmitting the vériop: customs izcislatons of
Hcﬁfcr Statecs to the Secretariast belween now and
May 28th, 1976G.
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and expensive nature of the project. Commenting on the

!
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(11) Matters releting te ECO¥WAS Rules of Origin:
The Council decided to adnopt the rocommendations
of the Commission contained under sub-sections
(a), (b}, (c) and-(d).with minor amendments to
(b), dealing with "Mndification of Articles I,
IT(c) and II(2) of the Protacol rolatinag to
originating nroducts. The Council alsn decided
that the definition of valua-added in French
text of the Protacel relating to originatina
product should be alirmed with the Fnalish text
which was found to be more in the overall

interest of the Community.

(iii) Matters relating to Free FMovement of Persons,

Right of Residence and Establishment.

The draft Protocol was examinad at’length and after
making some amendments, the Council decided to adont it.
However, the gquestion of the definition of the "Community
Citizen" attracted a orotracted dohate and it was decided
that the matter should be brought to the attention of the
Authority. The Executive Secretary was, however, reguested
to convene a meeting of leqgal exprerts to determine the
precise definition of "the Community Citizen". The
Executive Secretary was similarly requested to convene
a meeting of experts to look into thao prnbléms connected

with the chapter dealing with mevement of vehicles.

REPORT OFF THI TRANSEPORT, COMMUNICATIdﬁ AND-ENERGY

- COMMIGSION SUB-COMMISSION OF TEFLECOMIMUNICATION -

The Executive Secrctary introduced the Report and
this was fellowed by a discussinn. The attention of the
Council was drawn to the fact that there was no mention
in the report of a premosed training centre for tele-
communications technicians alzhnurh the pronosal had been
aprroved at the Experté leval, idowever, it was noted
that the omissisn was deliberate because of the complex
question of financing the prnject the Manaaint Director
of the Fund assured the Council 4¢hat netwithstandin~
tne magnitude of the vroject and the hinh cost invelved, :

it should be vrossible for the Fund to

.
[+ ]
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investigate possible sources of financing it and

prosent the Conneil with a viable nronnsal for funding

The repnort was later adented and the Executive
Secretary wns requested to werl in collaboration with
the Manaqing Director of the Fund in seckina the

funds and report to the Council in dues course.

PROVISIONAL XHGENMDA FOR THE CONFERENCR® OF HFADS OF STATI

AND GOVERNMENT

The 2aenda for the fortbcominag conference of Eeads
of State and Government as propnaosed by the Chairman

was as followsg:-

May 28th, 1972 - Opening Ceremony -~ Main Hall, Trade Fe
(i) Welcorme Address By His Txcellency the
Presidant of the Renublic of Senenal.

(ii) Opering Address By HMis Excellency the
Head of State of the Federal Military
i Government of Nigeria, the out-qoinn
Chairman of - the Authority,
(iiij Tlection of the next Chairman of the
'~ puthority.
j(iv) Report of the Executive Secr=tary of ECO
" ) Report of the. Ccuncil o? Ministers on:-
a) Period of Consolidation of Customs
Tariffs
b) Rules of Origin
’ c) Free Movement of Persons, Residence
and Estaﬁlishment
d) Telecormmunications Matters
(vi) Signinaq of Protocols
e (vii) any other’business.

"The Executive Secretary was requested to ensure th
Heads of State and Government as well as the Ministers
recetved all naéessary‘conferencg'documents by 15th day.
1979 at %hc latesk.
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. MEETING OF CCUNMCIL OF MINISTERS

It was decided that the Council of Ministers should
reconvene on Sunday, Mav 27th in Dakar to finalisec
outstanding business in oreparatinn for meeting of the

Authority.

[PMANCTAL CONTROLLER AND THE EXTERNAL

—

REPORTS 0F THE FI
AUDITOR

-

The Council decided to consider the above reports
in camera. The report on this meeting would be considered

~

at the next meeting 2of the Council.
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