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COUNCIL OF' r~!NIS T~'r~S 

] q 7 9 

1. The Fifth MC9tillq of the Cou~cil . of ~~i . niste~s of the 

Economic CorTl.muai ·ty of :,;lGst. }!ofrican :;:::(It:~s (ECO\"l1\S) \<108 held 

in Dakar I in th,.:? ~~0:!.)\lbl ic of S e !'"J8 c;.-'l ~ fJ:"o.!1"i ~~.u:r ? - 1\ I lq79. 

All the Hcmber Stnt0s '..,erG 9reSt~nt .1t the JT';:~ating (s et) 

Appendix I). 

2. The Chainllan ()f t118 Co·,mcil, M)~. O\:smac'e S),CK , in his 

t o.?ening add.r0ss wclcom(:!o once aqain r:'.c r.J:-:·ers t.o Dakar on 

behalf of the President of the genuhlic, the government .and 

people of 5~nQgal (see nppcndix II ) . 

.. ,... 

:~ ~ ". 

3. ·He not e d that hi::;toric c1'::;c:Lsio;'J,s ~tl8 re Ti"::, c:essary to be 

tak':!n ai: this critical staq ("~ Ot th e! r1(:vn lo;\r:~l:: ;yt of. th0. 
{ . 

Conununity in a s,?i:Lit of unity \.~c:.r ua ll:1 mat(;~! cc. "t'o'ith ·8. s9irit 

of understanding in order to put th ("\ ~Qj1Ul1't: ::~i ty on its 

proper footing. He r8c~11cd that at t he last Council 

Heeting the ; priority programmes of th," Comr:-.'-1nity ,Jere 

identifie d ana approvea and that in P12:.s·uanc8 of t:he 

execution of: these prograrr~ne s he hac1 '1'iOJ:ked in close contact 

· \~ith the Executive S,')cretary to sec, 1:·0 the extent to \',hich 

they have been carried out. , 
I 

The Chairmi'ln tha·nked tho · Executive Secretary for the 

dynamism he had used to <;>rqanise ECO"'n; meetings even though 

the Secretariat Has hanaica;~!)"'d by shortage of staff. The 

Chairm·an th'3n reitera t ed that when he visited Lagos to brief 
• 

the current Chairman of the Coa:nuni ty, His Excellency 

General Olusegun OB}\Si'.NJO, on the Horr:. proCJr<:IP~::; of the 

Com.rnunity and the difficul ty f.:\ ·.:: ir.c. the orC; r~rlisation on "':~~ 

recruitment excL"cis,,: he .las told to do 2verythinQ ·u0ssible , 
to sec thflt ,'{embers \"ho rcqister r)(, reservation on this , 
mattnr withdrcH. flo silic1 hI"! W,'lS happy to say t! ,at L1.beria 

had wlthd~awn her reservation and. th\t other Nembcr States 

ha<1 \,'ate rc<.1 dOhTl their !:.~cs .2 rv(ltion 0 .. the aF~oint.rn01~ ·;: (~Xt:: ::: c ls~. 

Spcaki nq briefly" o n the iV1cnfla for. the 1::c8t-. inCj !:hc 

ChairmC'.n .i.r\\Titcd r-'{"~r.lors to fo..::u!:; llttl.: nt..ion m~ ir;ly on the 

r.e port of: tile Trndc : Customs Irlm irp:'Ll tton: !.',on8lilry "nd 
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Payments COI'£'-"lission and Transport and TlJlecornrnunications 

Commission. 

He then concluded his Helcome address by eXl)ressinq 

the - hope thi1t the pcliberil.tiolls of the Council '~0uld be 

acceptf.lble to t h e Heads of State ilnd (:ov'o!rrunent ,,!hen .they 

meet later thi s month. 

4. 

5. 

'l'he SBcretariat was desiqn6tco Rannor teur for the mer:!ting. 

ADOPTION 0::;' A,GEND,"- " 

The provi sional <lgenda v1C!S sliqhtly ame nc1",(! as follows:-

A. Reuor t of the Executive SecretRry 

B. Conside ration of the RRpOr t f.lnd Recommendation of 

Payments Co~~i ss ion. 

" 

(i) Report of 2 -:- fJ l\.pril" ,1979 me~,tincr in LC'.Cjos 

(ii) I,jatter relating to the , consolidation !=,eriod 

"a) Extension of the Provisions of Article 13.2 

b) Decision of the ~uthor!ty on the entry 

in'to force of the c()!1s01id<"tion geriod. 

(iii) Matte,rs relating to EC()!'')!\S Rules of Oriqin 

a) Rul<lS and Procedures re1ating to the 

movement of: goods .d th:i.n the CornfF1llni ty 

including ~armonised certificates ,of 

,Origin, l-\ovemE'Ilt Certificate ::lnd Customs 

DecJ.aratio;\ Fo:.:m$, pith EX,?~unF\tory Notes. 

b) Modification of l\ rticles 1, ll.~ (c) , and 

11. h of the Pro'cocol r e rating to 

oriqinating ,products. 

c) Suspension of Articles 11.2, VII, and VIII 

of Protocol relating to originating 

Prcducts 

d) Extension of the Provisions of the 

Protocol on Rc-ey'!:,c-rtation to cover_ goods 

of COlllMunity Origin. 

(iv) Matters relatin9 to Free Movement of Persons, 

night of Residenc::! "ncI :BstnblishJ'1,ent. 
,. 

~. Draft, ?'rotocol on Free Hovel'lent of Persons, 

Right .)[ Residence an~ Esta~lish~ent. 
! 
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C. Considera tion of the Report nnd Reconn~ndation of 

the Transport, Tel ccommunic~tions and Energy 

~ Commission 
I • } 
\~ RC90rt of the 3 - 5 April, 197q meeting 

in Li'lgo s 

. (ii) PrG:,osed T0 l c communic ::1tion ~,:t\oJork for 

. the . Communi ty . 

D. Formula tion of Draft l\gendr., for the Summit of HC;J.ds 

of State ilnd Governmc:nt. 

E. ' ConsideratJon of th e Report of the Fin~ncial 

Controll e r. 

F. Consideration o f the TIeportof the External l\uditor 

G. Date and Venue of next meeting 

H. Any other matters. 

6 • EXEC{iTIIJE SECRSTf.!1Y ' S REt'C:1T 

7. 

The Exe cutivG Pe cre tary prcsnnted a resum§ of his 

Report to the Council, in VJhic)1 h n sUr.1!l1"lrised the 

activities of tho Secretariat since the last meeting of 

. the Council in November, l ·9 78. 

AMENm!ENT TO ~.'! ':F. P.EPOR1' OJ? FOURTE COUNCIL OF HINIS'!'E"S 

The follo',ing ameno.ment ~JaS made to the Report of 

the H20ting of the Council of Hinisters he'id-'l.n DRki'lr 

from 20th to 21st l-'ovcRbcr, 1.9713. 

(l) Page 6: PRr~granh 12: ~ho effective date of the 

conve rsion of snlari,os Wi'lS " mended to read 

"This conversion w~ll take effect from 21st 

November, 1973" and, not "July lq77" as v!3s 

origin~lly re~or~~d . 

(ii) Lib0rin requested and it \~us Clgreed th<'.t h0.r 

lctt(~ l.· to · the J;xc cutivc SccrctClry '~xprcssing 

rc::;el:,,"Cltions on thr~ npP::'oint!'l8nts m'ldc by the 

Special 1\ppointment5 Com'Tiittce be a.ttn.chcd . flS 

i'll. "'P",~, to t: h2 . ..!~OJ; t: _0~' the COClnc 11 of 

!;: r.istr::n:: !-!ccting hcld in D;1):21' in lJovcmbcr I 1~-'8 . 
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.c iii) 
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t1embers :l.g'lin reC\f~irned their e:l.r l ier decision 

on the nature of the D.'\rtici~~tion of EC()l-'I\S 

l\mb~. ssc,dors acc n edi ted to Lagos at ECO~'I\S 

Me etings h8 1Ci cu':sine Larros . They fe l t · that the 

Executive Sccrct"ry !3hould not h a ve writte n 

mer.lber Sta t es t o a l loH their l"mbassudors in LClqos 

to attend :ncetings orq<lniserl. outsidr; LO'lgos ,·,hcn 

Cou nc il h .'ld d0Cidc(1 that the Chairnl''In of BCO!"]\.'> 

" Jl1b .. ~ss~dors alone should <l ttenc-. mc(, tinqs orq.:!nised 

outside La gos. Th~ r.ha irP:1i'\n the n · <ldv ised the 

Executive Secretary to <ldhere strictly to ~hc 

spirit and letters of the decision of the 

Counci l of Ministers. 

ECm'l1\S FY::DEHJ\TION OF CH!\t'1fIE"S OF CO~~1.ERCE · 

The Cha irma n announc 0d the nresence of .the 

represen t Clt ive of the ECO';JAS Federation of Chamber · of 

COl1\lllCrCe ClS observer and wcndered 1vhethe r the Council 

~lOulc1 went to <;onfer on the Organis?ti·on a higher sta tus. 

However, the Council decide d th<l t for the meantime the 

organisa·tion should b e a ccorded ohse rver sta tus . The 

'Executive Secr e t ary '~as houever r equested to look into 

the pro spe ct of granting the Federation a higher status 

in future. 

9. REPORT liND RECOl>"l~ENDj\TION OF TEE TRl'J)E, COSTOHS' , 

n1l-u GP..l\TI ON , t~ONE".:',RY hND Pj').,{ME~IT.C; CO!-1HI P·SIOl-l 

., 
(i ) On ·the subjer.t. of mntters relating to th~ consoli­

dation oeriod i . e . (a) Extension of the orovisions - . ~ . ~ .. 
of l,r t icle 13 ( 2) and (b) Decision of t he l .. uthority 

on the ·Entry into force of the consolidution Period 

, · the Council, after a brief discussion decided that 

. this ma tte r fell ,,.Ii thin the exclusive cornnetence 

of the Authority to mnk8 any chan(!e 1\S to the 

effective dnte . The Cou.l1cil, hm1ever, decided to 
.. 

' recomrnenr1 to tht'! luthority to moke 1st July, lC)7~ 

the de."\dlim\ for ~nibr.d.sE;:"on of all the relevant 

custo~s le9i~ lations to t~e s a cretarint in ' view of 

the ho~moni s2.tion · exercis2 currently (Toing on 

among some 11ler;bcr countrie,, 'and th", -:liff,i.culty in 

subm i ttinC"f th e; v~riou ::: ci.lstm,~<; i2Ci :;la t '::'ons of 

j·1cP.1bcr St(1tc:; to the Sncrct~ri,3 L bcJ~'VJeen now ilnd 

Hay ~Oth , 1')7<; . 
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n;:!ttcrs reli't i.n; tc EC()!··';'S 1', \l 1es of nrir;in: 

'l'he Counci l dp.cic' cd to a<l:->pt the r c c(\~endotions 

of the Commi ssion cont;:linrc1 unde:::- sub-secti0ns 

(a), (h) 1 (c) fln('. (<:1) \-Tit !l minor amendments to 

(b), d enl:.nr: with ".~0di f i c .,t. i ()n n f l\rtic1cs I, . 

II (c ) ilmi II (?) of the Pr r c.c)co1 r ·~ l ."I tin.q to 

orir)in :'\U.n" Ol'O(l.ucts. Th·:' Council <.'. l S0 decided 

tha t thc dl~f initj.on of v"J.u G·-<'.ddcc1 in French 

tP.x.t of t h e Protocol r el"'.ti.ns t o c. r i ninatinn 

proc1uct: sh()U1d be' "l ierner) "'Ii th th (~ 1'ncr11sh text 

\'Ihich ",.,f; fou:.d to be morc in the ()verall 

interest o f the Com"'llnity . 

t1Clttcrs r (.~ lilting t':) Free: r";"VGment of rer~ons I 

lUr;hl of n~~s ide nc" a nd Es tub1ishmGnt . · 

The dr.'l:'t Pr0t oco1 \'1',\5 cX2J:d n2d a t 1e n <:; th and 2.fter 

makinrr son'."! ilrr.endmer,t s , the Cnunci1 d8Cine(1 to "1do1't it. 

HO\"ever: , the ques tio n of the def ini t ion of the "Conununi ty 

Citizen " attr'1cted a :or0tl.·" c t ed c1 .-~bil to nne. it \>li1S decided 

th.'lt the mot t e r s hould b e b r Ot1CJht: t o the nttention of the 

Author i t y . The ExecutivG S0creto.ry \"<'. 5 I h oyTever, requested 

to c o nve n e a meetinG of 1er;al 0xperts to d c t c l"1l\ine the 

precise d efinition of "the Communi·t y Citize n". The 

Executive Secret:a ry 'IJaS s5.r:lili'lr1y ::eqllcstec1 t o cnnvenc 

amee tin'j of: experts to lo0k into th:c ?rnb1ems connected 

with the chapter deb 1inq ~:i t11 ;liGVc!"!e!~'i: el f vehicles. 

REPOP T OJ:' THE TrU\NSPOPT, Cm'Mm.1I~A,],I()N AND - ·El-lERGY 

. C01·U·IISSION SUB- COl":.l'!ISS ION OJ:' TFLEC01111m!IC' 7-'.TI0!1 . 

The Exe cutive Se creta .. -y introduced the l?epnrt and 

this \" a s fo11nwed by <I c1i3cnssion. The attention of the . 
Council \'1"5 c1r;lwn to the :tClCt thilt there was nr) mention 

~n the report of a prnnoie6 trainin0 centre for tele­

communicat i o ns technicians 'l1·::h0urh the pro,)(;;;.;'I·· h~\d been 

apnr0vec1 at the Exoerts 18v21 . ij<"'lcvcr, it W,"lS Dotmi 

thut the orniss i 6 n was dclibe riltc bccnuse of the c~mo1cx 

and nxocnsivp. nature n-r: t118 Drc-j'?ct. C,-,mrnentinrr on the 

questio n ci fini"lncinrr the Drf)ject th" t'.,"lna'1inrr Director. 

of tl-.c Fund assured t.he Coul1cil t'h,,\t I1rotwithsto.ndin-

t .ne mil'lni tllcJc,- (',[the oro:re ct ~ nd the hi'1h c Qst in'T0 11T0d , 

it shnu1d be possible for the Fund to 

, 
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investigate possible sources of financing it ~nd 
. , 

prescnt the C,)1.1!1cil veith <1 vi;").ble nr·Q::>n snl for funding 

The l:,m~·) J:·t wns lute r i'ld <,,:>tea and the P.xe ct.ltive 

secretary wu s r e qucstcd to WG r ~ in . c o llabo rntJ n n with 

the Ni1naqinq Directo):' o f the )"unr1 in s e ckincr the 

fUnds and r()port to the ('nuncil in' Ull>:) c o urse. 

11. P:<OVISIONl\I , .",GEND7\ F'O~ '!'HE cnm'EHEtlC" OF ~lFADS OF ST1\.TI 

A~lD GOVF.HN l'1 Sl,]T 

\ : .... 

The l'.0.on<5a for the for lhcornincr c cmfer.cnc p. of Head~ 

of State find GrlVerrune nt as 'pro~Qscd by the Chairmun 

was as foll owsl-

Hay ?8th, 1 9 79 .- Openine; Cer emony - ~t~in Hall, Trade Fc 

(i) ·fiJe J.cor',=, l\ddress Dy His BxcGllency the 

Pres{de nt o f the Recublic of Sene"nl. 

(ii) Opeding Address By His Excellency the 

He ad of State 0:': the Federal Hilitnry 

Governme nt of Nir;8ria, the out-croin""! 

Chairm<1 n of · the A'uthority. 

(iii) Inection ' of the next Chi!irman of the 

l'.uthol: i ty . 

(iv) Report of the Ex (?cutive Secr3tary of ECO 

.(v) , Report of the , Ccuncil of I-linisters on:­

<1) Period of Cnn901ic1ation of Custr)ms 

Tariffs 

b) Pules of Orir;in 

c) Frec Movem8nt of Persons, Residence 
-and F.st;'1.blisl1Plc nt 

el) Telcc0mmunications !!atters 

(vi) Si,]ninr; r)f Protocpls 

, (vii) i"ny other' business. 

' The Exec0tive secretary was requested to ensure t~ 

Hbads of State a nd G()Y~rnment· RS well ~s the Ministers 

recei ved all n2CeSSL'.ry. confcre ,' .. : i) · documents by. 15th !1ay . 

1979 ;It t:lC .' ;)tc.sx.~ 
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12. ,~!EE'i·ING OF COfJ"CIL OF' !-!INIS'l'ERS 

It \'m s rJ 8c!.c1ed th"t the Council 0f Ministers should 

reCCmV0.ne ('In Suncby " Il"y 27 th in Di'ly:ar to fi.n<>.lisc 

outstan~ in0 bus ine ss in orepnra tinn for meeting of the 

J'.uthnr ity. 

13. REPOR'C'S 0F 'El-lE L'Hl""\UCI.'I,I, CONT!{or"LE'~ i\ND THE EXTERNl\L 

AUDITOR 

The Council decided to consider the Rbove reports 

in canh?r,~. ',~he rep')rt o n this meetinq \'Iould be considered 

at the n cx't me e t ing 8:( the Coup-ciJ .• 

THE C 0 U N C I L 
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