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The Authority of Heads of State émd Government of the Econoric

Community bf_ West African States (ECOWAS) met in Lagos on 21st and 22nd

“April, 1978,

The meeting was attended by the following Heads of State and

Government and accredited Representativas - R

B.E. Lt. Colorel Mathiey KEREXOU ;
President .f the People's Republic of Benin

Hd.E. Mr. Aristides PEREIRA

President of the Republic of Cape Verde
H.E. Alhaji Sir Dauda JAWARA

President of the Republic of Gambia

H.E. Mr. Luiz CABRAL

President of the Republic of Guinza-Bissau
H.E. Mr. Felix HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY

President of the Republic of Ivory-Coast
H.E. Dr. Willian R. TOLBERT, Jr.
President of the Republic of Liberia

H.E. Mr, Moktar Ould D.DDiH

Prestdent of the Islamic Republic of Mauritanic

H.E. Lt. General Olusegqun OB/ SiNJO

Head of the Fedzral lilitary Government of the
Republic - Nigeria o

H.E. Mr. Lecpold Sedar Senghor

President of the Republic of Sencgal

H.E, Dr, Sicka STEVENS

President of the Republic of Sierra Leone
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H.E. General Gnaséignbe EYADEMA suas ]
President of the Republic of Togo
H.E.General A. Sangoule LANIZANA 7
President of the Republic of Upper Volta Fo

L.
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H.E. Major General Ccorge Yaw EOAYE A f

Member of the Supreme Military Council of Ghana i
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Mr. Ismael TCURE 2 :
Minister of Lconormie Affairs and Finance of the
Republic of Guinea

" Mr. Founeke REITA |
Minister of Finance and Trcdz of the
Republic of Mali /
Intendant Militaire toussa TONDI )

Minister of Finance of the Republic of Niger

The Secretary General of the Crganisction of African Unity,

Mr. W. Eteli Mboumoua, Amdbassador Eastman, Secretcry General of the Mano Ri

Union, Mr. Moussa N'gom , Secretary CGenzral of the llest African Economic
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Commumity (CEAQ) and representaiivcs of several intergovernmental
organisations in West Africa such as ifze Liptako-Cowrma Authority,
the Hest Afm'.ea.n Health Community Szcretartat, and the F‘:fder-ation_ of
the West African Chambzrs of Cormmerce, atiended the meet-i;-zg as observers.

After the formal opening ceremony marked by a weleome addrass by i
Excellencg}, Lt. General Oius:’gun Obasanjo,as Head of State and Goverwment
of the Host Country. and a spuech by the outgoing Chatrman , His Execllency
CGeneral Cnassingbe Eyademz, President of tha Rapublice of Togo, itha Head of
State and Govcrmment of the Fedzral Republic of Figcria, Lit. General
Olusegqun Obasanjo., wvas eleeted Chairmun by ceclamation.

The Authority adoptcd its Rules of Troccdure, and raiificd thne
appointment of thae Executive Scerciavy who then tock tie Oath of 0ffice.

The reports of the Chairza of tan Couneil of linistere awd of
the Exccutive Sceretary on the work of inw Suiicil and the activities
of the Community respeetively, werec noted with saticfasiion.

After cxamining the proposals related to the dutics and responsi-

P T S 2 s e o
the cxteraal Awlitors, Sicrra Lecie was designated to nominaic
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The Authority adopted 28th Ha y 19789 as the cf‘fectwe date for’
F o C'ustoma Tamff Consolidation in accordanca witi Articie 13(" 2) of the
£ Treaty.

The General Converit'i.o;'fz en Privileges and ‘l-'nmmitics Sfor the
B ok (I‘émmnity and its staff, the Protocol on Non-Aggression aﬁd the Beclaration
¢n the Procedure for disseminating the decisions of the Authority and
the Council of Ministers were adopted.
i . 7 The Recommendations of the Cowncil of Ministers on Instﬁtut’ional

Matters were adopted with slight amendments. :

The Zuthority also decided to place on record its appreciation of

| tie thoroughness and obgecthty with which the Ministerial Investigation
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Committee carried out the task entrusted to 1t culminating in the
- Recommendations on Institutional Matters made by the Council of Ministers.
- © The Authority decided in principle to adopt a multi-lateral
agreement on the free movement of persons .z-oit}z-in the Commmity. To that
3 end jthe Authority dirvected the Cowzcil'of Ministers to propose a text which
"1l be considered at the next Swwnit .

The Authority decided that as a rule 'z.ts ordinary meetings skould
be held in future on the arniversary of the szgmng of the ECONAS Treaty,
t.e. on the 28th of May of each year.

- Presidents Tolbert, Javara and Zyadcra were heariily congratulated
by the Authority for their efforts in sct*‘lmy @iz differsnces batween the
Republic of Guinea on the one hand end the Republics of Tvory Coast and
Senzgal on the other. The Authority also congratulated the RepublieS of
Guinea, Ivory Coast and Senegal for their display of the African spirit

of wnderstanding demonstratad in resolving their differences

e
It was decided that the Republic of Cape Verde be exerpted frem
contribuimg to the budgets of the Comminity and the capital cf the Fund jor
the next two years. The amownt which should have been contributed by

Cape Verde 16 to Le divided pro rata among the rcmatning Member Statc...



The Authority cxpressed its 'satisfaction with the work of the

Secretariat and the manrer in-which 1t has organised the meeting.

The Authority also expressed its gratitude to His Excellency,
Lt. General Olusequn Obasanjo, Head of State of the Federal Republi}: of
Nigeria, the Government and the people of Nigeria for the warm and

fraternal welcome extended to them and for the support given to the

Secretariat of the Commmnity.
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